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THURSDAY,  ist  JUNE. 

MESSRS.  Otis  andGallatm.—M\\  Otis,  it  feems, 
has  found  out,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  has  talents,  it* 
he  has  not  "  a  fecond  fhirt  to  his  back.'*  Perhaps 
Jvlr.  Gallatin  may  have  made  the  ditcovery  which 
others  have  made,  that  Mr.  Otis  has  more  than  a  fe 
cond  fhirt  to  his  hack,  and  ruffled  ones  too  ;  and  that 
}ie  has  a  comfortable  fhare  of  legal  affurance,  which 
fometimes  paffes  for  abilities.  As  the  eaftern  dele 
gate  has  had  his  heart  foftened,  and  has  condefcend- 
ed  to  compliment  Mr.  Gallatin  upon  his  fpeech, 
what  a  pity  the  Pennfylvania  delegate  could  not  for 
a  moment  forget  his  dignity  and  candour,  and  not 
only  compliment  Mr.  Otis  upon  his  Bofton  town- 
meeting  fpeech,  but  upon  his  faculty  of  it  ringing 
words  as  Yankees  firing  onions  !  !  ! 

Remarks  on  the  above. — It  is  not  ftrange  that  the 
ininds  of  a  certain  party  mould  be  ruffled  by  the 
pointed  ^nd  conclusive  aufvver  of  Mr.  Otis,  to  the 
Remarks  of  tfjeir  leader,  whatever  may  be  the  ftate  of 
their  fhirts.  If  if  was  a  compliment  to  lilm  to  fay 
that  he  had  made  the  only  American  fpeech  that  was 
Delivered  on  their  fide;  it  was  no  great  compliment 
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to  them. — When  occafion  requires,  the  Yankees  will 
fhow  themfelves  as  ready  at  bringing  up  infurgents 
as  they  are  at  ftringing  onions. 

French  Impudence  and  IriJJi  Ignorance  exemplified. — 
The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  printers  on 
Saturday,  and  they  have  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  it  gave  rife  to  the  report  that  Captain  Gar- 
rifcan  had  fent  his  inftruclions  to  this  city. 

TRANSLATION. 

Citizens  JAMES  CAREY  and  JOHN  MARKLAND, 
No.  83,  North  Second  Street. 

On  board  the  French  Brig  Le  Pandour,  at  Seay 
^d  Prairial,  $th  Year  of  the  French  Republic, 
one  and  md'w'ifible. 

CITIZENS, 

By  your  paper  of  the  i3th  May  (No.  82),  I  have 
feen  with  the  greater!  furprife,  the  falfe  reports  of 
Captain  Swain,  of  the  fchooner  Expedition.  I  will 
retort  the  whole,  in  aflliring  you  that  the  Englifh 
have  not  only  not  taken  the  leaft  fortification  in  the 
ifland  of  Porto  Rico,  but  they  have  not  even  tried 
the  effects  of  the  Spanifh  cannon  on  that  ifland,  the 
Governor  whereof  is  a  brave  fold ier. 

I  have  like  wife  feen  in  feveral  newfpapers  from 
New-York,  libels  of  the  printers  of  that  city  againft 
the  French  privateers.  If  any  of  them  have  comA 
Knitted  any  reproachable  acts,  pleafe  to  affure  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  the  generality  of  the 
fr'mateers  take  a  pleafure  in,  and  make  it  their  facred 
duty,  to  exercife  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  which 
they  have  from  Government,  that  humanity  and  gene- 
rofity  which  is  infeparable  from  French  republicans* 
Compare,  for  an  inliant,  the  conduft  of  the  Englifh 
with  ours,  and  you  will  be  eaflly  convinced  of  the 
difference  which  is  between  the  two.  It  is  to  be 
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hoped,  that  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  your  repre- 
fentatives,  together  with  the  juftice  arid  equity  of  the 
French  Government,  will  draw  clofer  the  knot 
which  tied  us  ;  and  that  nothing  hereafter  may  be 
ahle  to  difunite  us.  This  is  the  wifh  of  my  heart. 

[O' Carey  s  Dally  Adveri'ifer.] 

S.  J.  Calebs  Letter  prefented  by  a  Grand  Jury. — 
At  the  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  middle 
circuit,  in  the  diftrict  of  Virginia,  at  the  capital,  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  on  Monday  the  22d  day  of 
May,  1797  5 

Prefent — James  Iredel,  Efq.  one  of  the  Juftices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  Cyrus 
Griffin,  Efq.  of  the  diftrict  of  Virginia  : 

A  number  of  gentlemen  were  fworn  as  the  grand 
inqueft  for  the  body  of  the  diflricl,  who  having 
received  their  charge,  retired  from  the  bar,  and  re 
turned  with  the  following  prefentment. 

We  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  United  States  for  the 
diftrict  of  Virginia,  prefent  as  a  real  evil,  the  circular 
letters  of  federal  members  of  the  late  Congrefs,  and  par 
ticularly  letters  with  the  fignature  of  Samuel  J.  Ca- 
bell,  endeavouring>  at  a  time  of  real  public  danger, 
to  difieminate  unfounded  calumnies  againft  the 
happy  government  of  the  United  States,  and  thereby 
tofepara t e  the  people  therefrom,  and  toincreafe,  or  pro 
duce,  a  foreign  influence  ruinous  to  the  peace,  happi- 
nefs,  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  BLAIR,  Foreman. 

(A  copy.)  Tefte, 

WM.  MARSHALL,  Clerk. 

And  yet  MerTrs.  Giles  and  Nicholas  vow  and  pro- 
teft}  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  French  fa&ion  1 
Thefe  gentlemen  come  from  Virginia,  but  it  feems 
they  have  never  heard  any  tiding  of  the  matter. 

B  FRIDAY, 


£  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS, 

FRIDAY,  2d  JUNE. 

The  Jeff  erf oniad. — At  a  time  when  it  is  fo  necef* 
fary  for  the  fafety  and  independence  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  French  Government  fhould  be  taught 
that  all  the  branches  of  our  Government  are  in 
union,  and  that  the  people  are  refolved  to  fupport 
their  Government;  we  find,  on  the  contrary,  in 
triguing  characters,  hoftile  to  our  liberties,  retorting 
to  every  expedient  to  keep  alive  the  hopes  and  ex 
pectations  of  the  French  tyrants.  The  efforts  of 
ibrne  of  the  minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  Congrefs,  cannot  fail  to  itimulate  the  Di 
rectory  to  profecute  the  plan  of  fubjugation  and 
plunder. 

Barras  (in  his  infolent,  bombaftie  fpeech  to  the 
meek  and  fuppliant  Munroe,  who  truly  reprefented, 
not  the  good  people  of  America,  but  a  Jet  of  debafed 
and  crouching  iatellites)  fays,  that  "  France  will  not 
degrade  herfclf  to  calculate  the  confequences  of  the 
condefcenfion  of  the  American  Government  to  the 
luggeiiions  of  its  ancient  tyrants." — On  this  text 
the  official  Redacleur,  by  order  of  the  Directory,  in 
a  paragraph  written  no  doubt  by  De  la  Croix,  lays, 
France  will  never  forget  that,  in  ipite  of  the  moll 
wicked  Infinuations,  there  patted,  only  by  a  majority 
of  two  votes,  that  fatal  treaty  which  has  put  the 
Americans  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Englifh." 
Attempts  are  now  making  by  French  partifans,  to 
perfuade  France  that  there  is  only  a  majority  of  two 
votes  a  gain  ft  a  propofition  which  has  for  its  avowed 
objects  the  me-anefl  arquiefrence  in  the  unprovoked 
outrages  of  haughty  France,  and  a  humble  tender  of 
advantages  to  which  fhe  can  have  no  juft  preten- 
iions,  until  fhe  has  offered  an  apology  for  her  infults 
and  compenfaiiorj  for  her  piracies.  > 

If  France  can  be  thus  perfuaded  that  there  is 
\\ithin  a/ew  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  rcprcfentatives 
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bf  the  people  devoted  to  her  interefts,  with  the  Vice- 
prefident  at  their  head,  can  it  be  any  longer  doubt 
ed,  that  fhe  will  perfift  in  attempting  the  fubverfion 
of  our  conftitution,  and  the  deftruclion  of  our  li;- 
berties? 

Ext  raff  of  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Virginia  to 
his  Friend  in  this  City. — "  The  prefent  appears  to  me 
to  be  a  crifis  in  the  fortunes  of  the  human  race. 
France  evidently  feeks  to  govern  the  world,  by 
placing  power  in  the  hands  of  men  who  will  be  fub- 
fervient  to  her  for  the  prefervation  of  that  power. 
Thus  Holland  in  the  form  of  a  republic  is,  and  rnuft 
be,  as  obedient  to  France  as  a  French  province. 
That  Government  can  only  be  prefer ved  by  the  pro 
tection  of  France,  and  thofe  who  govern  can  only 
keep  their  places  by  the  fame  protection.  So  in 
Italy  you  perceive  a  republic  or  two  is  now  forming. 
It  is  by  no  means  impoffible,  that  the  Auftrian  do 
minions  in  Ttaly  may  be  loft  during  the  prefent  war, 
and  converted  into  one  or  more  republics.  If  the 
pecuniary  aid  of  Britain  is  withdrawn,  they  muft  be 
loft.  Thefe  republics  can  only  preferve  their  ex- 
iftence  by  the  aid  of  France,  and  they  will,  confe- 
quently,  be  entirely  under  her  control.  Should 
his  dominions  in  Italy  even  be  reftored  to  the  Em 
peror,  a  French  party  will  be  found  there,  which 
will  not  eafily  be  extirpated,  and  which  will  be 
ready  in  another  war  to  take  up  arms  for  France.  It 
appears  to  me,  that  an  effort  is  making  to  govern 
the  whole  world,  either  by  conqueft,  or  by  placing 
power  in  the  hands  of  men  who  will  ufe  it  fo  as  to 
promote  the  views  of  France.  The  only  effort  which 
has  ever  been-,  made  in  this  country  by  a  foreign 
nation,  to  influence  our  elections,  and  to  place 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  partlfans  of  fuch  foreign 
nations,  has  been  made  by  France,  and  fhc  has 
made  it  fecretly,  and  openly.  She  has  made  it  by 
the  immediate  inftrumentality  of  her  public  agents, 
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and  by  that  of  American  citizens  devoted  to  her* 
The  fame  plan  which  is  incefTantly  purfued  in  Eu 
rope,  is  purfued  in  America  alto.  It  is  to  place 
power  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  indebted  to 
France  for  it,  or  who  will  ufe  it  for  her  aggrandize* 
ment.  In  Europe,  it  is  enough  to  eftablifh  a  repub 
lican  form  of  government ;  in  America,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  do  more.  Poffefling,  already,  a  government 
purely  republican,  it  is  neceflary  to  calumniate  it, 
to  excite  jealoufies  of  the  republican  difpofttions  of 
thofe  who  conduct  it,  and  thereby  to  bring  them  into 
difrepute  with  the  people,  and,  by  doing  fo,  to  fill  all 
our  departments  with  men  who,  being  elecled  by  a 
paffion  for  France,  mull  keep  up  that  paffion  to 
keep  their  places.  The  effort  to  univerfal  dominion 
is  plain,  and  its  progrefs  is  rapid.  It  feems  to  be 
itnpoilible  that  the  French  party  in  our  country  can 
be  blind  to  this  danger.  They  muil  fee  it,  yet  they 
•ourt  it.  They  keep  the  people  blind,  by  talking  of 
a  Britifh  influence,  which  they  know  does  not  and 
cannot  exift.  Of  this,  the  letter  afcribed  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon,  if  really  written  by  him,  is  a  flrong  inftance. 
I  hope  and  have  heretofore  believed,  that  he  did  not 
\vrite  it,  I  wait  with  eagernefs  for  his  denial  of  it. 
If  it  fhall  not  be  denied,  I  own  that  my  opinion  of 
the  moral  character  of  that  gentleman,  as  well  as  of 
his  politics^  will  be  much  diminiihed." 

To  Thomas  Jeff  erf  on,  Efq. — It  is  now  no  longer  a 
doubt  that  you  are  the  author  of  the  abominable, 
letter  to  Mazzei,  which  has  made  fo  much  noife,  and 
excited  fo  much  indignation,  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Your  lilence,  after  being  publicly,  and  repeat 
edly,  called  on  by  numbers  of  your  fellow-citizens  to 
difavow  it,  is  complete  evidence  of  your  guilt.  Had 
you  been  innocent  of  the  charge,  all  who  know  your 
keen  fenfibility  at  everything  which  appears  in  print, 
to  implicate  your  eonducl,  and  who  have  heard  your 
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proteftions  of  refpecl  for  public  opinion,  are  fatisfied 
that  you  are  filent,  becaule  you  dare  not  contradict 
it :  confidering  you,  then,  as  the  avowed  author  of 
that  indecent  libel  againil  the  government  and  cha 
racter  of  your  country,  I  fhall  animadvert  on  it  with 
that  freedom  which  the  magnitude  of  the  fubjedt 
requires. 

The  effects  intended  to  be  produced  by  you  in 
Europe  are  apparent,  from  the  writings  of  a  French 
journalift. 

The  following  comments  are  made  on  your  pre 
cious  letter  in  the  Paris  Moniteur  : — "  The  intereft- 
ing  letter  from  one  of  the  moft  virtuous  and  enlight 
ened  citizens  of  the  United  States,  explains  the  con* 
duft  of  Americans  in  regard  to  France.     It  is  certain, 
that,  of  all  the  neutral  and  friendly  powers,  there  is 
none  from  which  France  had  a  right  to  expect  more 
intereft  and  fuccours,  than  from  the  United  States. 
She  is  their  true  mother-country,  lince  fhe  has  af- 
fured  to  them  their  liberty  and  independence.     Un 
grateful  children  !  inftead  of  abandoning  her,  they 
ought  to  have  armed  in  her  defence.     But  if  impe 
rious  circumftances  had  prevented  them  from  openly 
declaring  for  the  Republic  of  France,  they  ought,  at 
jeaft,   to   have   made  demonftrations,    and   excited 
apprehenfions  in  England,  that  at  fome  moment  or 
other  they  would   declare   themfelvcs.      This  fear 
alone  would  have  been  fufficient  to  force  the  cabinet 
of  London  to  make  peace.     It  is  clear,  that  a  war 
.with  the  United  States  would  ftrike  a  terrible  blow 
at  the  commerce  of  the  Englifh,  would  give  them 
uneafinefs  for  the  prefervation  of  their  pofleffions 
on  the  American  continent,  and  deprive  them  of 
the  means  of  conquering  the  French  and  Dutch  co 
lonies. 

<c  Equally  ungrateful  and  impolitic,  the  Congrefs 
haflens  to- encourage  the  Englifh,  that  they  might 
purfue,  in  tranquillity,  their  war  of  extermination 

againft 
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againft  Prance,  and  to  invade  the  colonies  and  com* 
merce  of  France.  They  fent  to  London  a  Minif- 
ter,  Mr.  Jay,  known  by  his  attachment  to  England, 
and  his  perfonal  relations  to  Lord  Gfenville,  and  he 
concluded,  fuddenly,  a  treaty  of  commerce  which 
united  them  with  Great  Britain  more  than  a  treaty 
of  alliance. 

"  Such  a  treaty^  under  all  the  peculiar  circum- 
flances,  and  by  the  confequences  it  muft  produce,  is 
an  act  of  hoftility  againft  France.  The  French  Go 
vernment,  in  fhort,  has  teftified  the  refentment  of 
the  French  nation,  by  breaking  off  communication 
\vith  an  ungrateful  and  faithlefs  ally,  until  fhe  will 
return  to  a  more  juit  and  benevolent  conduct.  Juf- 
tice  and  found  policy  equally  approve  this  meafure 
of  the  French  Govern ment.  There  is  no  doubt  it 
will  give  rife,  in  the  United  States,  to  difcuflions 
which  may  afford  a  triumph  to  the  party  of  good 
republicans,  the  friends  of  France, 

"  Some  writers,  in  difapprobation  of  this  wife  and 
•neceffary  meafure  of  the  Directory 3  maintain,  that  in 
the  United  States  the  French  have  for  partifans  only 
certain  demagogues,  who  aim  to  overthrow  the  ex- 
iiting  government.  But  their  impudent  falfehoods 
convince  no  one.  and  prove  only  what  is  too  evi 
dent,  that  they  uie  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  ferve 
the  enemies  of  France." 

The  effects  intended  to  be  produced  by  your  let 
ter  in  the  United  States,  and  the  eifecls  which  it 
mufi  inevitably  produce,  will  be  hereafter  examined. 

A  FELLOW-CITIZEN.    . 

There,  being  forue  talk  of  'inaccuracy  in  the  tranflation 
ii'hich  has  appeared  in  the  papers,  of  the  following  let- 
ti'r,  ive  lay  it  before  our  readers  in  the  French. 

From  the  "  Gazette  Nationale  ou  le  Moniteur  Uni- 
vf rfelj"  Paris,  Sixtidi,  6  Pluviofe  (January  25). 
Florence,  le  ier  Janvier. — Lcttre.de  M.  Jefferfon, 

ci-devant 
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ci-devant  Miniftre  des  Etats  Unis  en  France,  et 
Secretaire  au  departement  des  affaires  etrangeres,  a 
un  citoyen  de  Virginie. 

Cette  lettre  (literalement  traduite)  eft  adreflee  a 
M.  Mazzei,  auteur  des  "  Recherches  hifioriques  et 
politiques  fur  les  Etats  Unis  d'Amerique,"  demeu- 
rant  en  Tofcane. 

"  Notre  etat  politique  a  prodigieufement  change 
depuis  que  vous  nous  avez  quitte.  Au  lieu  de  ce  no 
ble  amour  de  la  liherte  et  de  ce  gouvernement  repub- 
licain,  qui  nous  out  fait  paffer  triomphans  a  travers 
les  dangers  de  la  guerre,  un  parti  Angl ican-monar- 
chico-arillocratique  s'eft  eleve.  Son  objet  avoue  eft 
de  nous  impofer  la  fubftance,  comme  il  nous  a  deja 
donne  les  formes  du  gouvernement  Britannique ; 
cependant  le  corps  principal  ,de  nos  citoyens  refie 
fidele  aux  principes  republicains.  Tons  les  pro- 
prietaires  fonciers  font  pour  ces  principes,  ainli 
qu'une  grande  mafle  d'hommes  a  talens.  Nous 
avons  contre  nous  (republicains)  le  pouvoir  executif, 
le  pouveir  judiciaire  (deux  des  trois  branches  de  la 
legislature),  tous  les  officiers  du  gouvernement,  tous 
ceux  qui  afpirent  a  Tetre,  tous  les  homnies  timides 
qui  preferent  le  calme  du  Defpotifme  a  la  mer  ora- 
geufe  de  la  Liberte,  les  marchands  Bretons,  et  les 
Americains  qui  trafiquent  avec  des  capitaux  Bretons, 
les  fpeculateurs,  les  gens  intereffcs  dans  la  banque 
et  dans  les  fonds  publ ics  (etabliflemens  inventes  dans 
des  vues  de  corruption,  et  pour  nous  affimiler  au 
modele  Britannique  dans  fes  parties  pourries). 

"  Je  vovLsdonneroislafevre  fi  j<f  vous  nommaisles 
apoftats  qui  ont  embraffe  ces  herefies ;  des  hommes 
qui  etaient  des  Solomons  dans  le  confeil,  et  des 
Samfons  dans  les  combats,  mais  dont  la  chevelure  a 
etc  coupee  par  la  catin  Angleterre. 

"  On  voudrait  nous  ravir  cette  liberte  que   nous 

avons  gagnee  par  tant  de  travaux  et  de  d^nsrers; 

Mais  nous  la  conferverons  ;  notre  maffe  de  poids  et 

2  '  ?  de 
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de  richeffe  eft  trop  grande  pour  que  nous  ayons  a 
craindre  qu'on  tente  d'employer  la  force  contre  nous. 
11  fufrit  que  nous  nous  reveillons,  et  que  nous  rom- 
pions  les'liens  liliputiens  dont  il  nous  ont  garrotes 
pendant  le  premier  fommcil  qui  a  fuccede  a  nos  tra- 
vaux.  II  fuffit  que  nous  arretions  les  progres  de  ce 
fyfteme  d'ingratitude  et  d'injuftice  envers  la  France, 
de  qui  on  voudrait  nous  aliener  pour  nous  rendre  a 
rinfluence  Britannique,"  etc. 

Munroe. — cc  We  are  at  length  acquainted  with 
all  the  circumftances  relative  to  the  infamous  treat 
ment  this  country,  through  their  Minifter,  has  met 
with  from  the  French.  Surely  there  never  was  a 
more  impudent  pretence  for  quarrelling  with  us. 
Munroe  intends,  it  is  faid,  landing  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  and  travelling  home  through  the  eaflern 
States,  becaufe  he  has  never  feen  that  part  of  America. 

"  Does  he  fuppofe  there  is  a  man,  not  reduced  to 
a  ftate  of  idiotifm,  who  can  he  impofed  on  hy  fuch 
a  pretence  ?  Cabal  and  faction  are  in  his  heart ;  he 
has  been  impregnated  hy  Barras  and  De  la  Croix  ;  the 
foetus  is  completely  formed,  and  the  parturition  will 
be  promoted  by  the  obitetric  hands  of  Goody  Lang- 
don  and  Goody  Jervis,  aflifled  by  that  old  gentle- 
\voman  lately  retired  from  the  chief  magifiracy  of 
IMallachufetfs.  The  returning  good  fenfe,  which 
is  fliovving  itfelf  in  all  parts,  will,  I  hope,  take  the 
proper  tfeps  to  produce  an  abortion.  Munroe  is 
precisely  following  Genet's  manoeuvre  ;  that  impu 
dent  Frenchman  exhibited  himfelf  from  the  fouth 
upwards  ;  Monroe  will  make  his  experiments  from 
the  north  downwards ;  Fauchet  and  Adet  have,  by 
their  emiifaries,  been  making  their  experiments  to 
the  weitvvard.  America  is  thus  to  be  ftroked  back 
wards  and  forwards,  and  croffways,  byvthofe  imper 
tinent  quacks,  in  imitation  of  Dr.  Perkins,  with  his 
toetol&c  traffiors.  As  to  France,  every  exertion 

fhould 
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Ihould  be  made  to  avoid  a  rupture,  confident  with 
the  duty  we  owe  ourfelves.  She  is  undoubtedly 
endeavouring  to  deftroy  our  independence,  and'  re 
quires  us  to  fall  proftrate  before  her :  that  I  would 
not  do,  but  I  would  open  an  avenue  for  her  to  retreat 
if  fhe  ihould  be  fo  inclined.  If  I  thought  an  envoy 
extraordinary  would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  Di 
rectory  than  zminifter  plenipotentiary^  ihould  have  no 
objection  to  gratify  them.  I  believe,  however,  they 
are  not  playing  fo  childifh  a  game  ;  they  are  aiming 
at  ejfcntials,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  let  them  know, 
that,  although  we  have  borne  a  great  deal,  yet  there 
is  a  point  beyond  which  we  are  determined  not  to 
go.  If  France  is  determined  to  quarrel  with  us, 
fhe  will  do  it  whether  we  fend  an  envoy  extraordi 
nary  or  a  minifler  plenipotentiary.  It  is  indifpen- 
&bly  neceffary  therefore  to  make  vigorous  prepara 
tions  for  defence  *." 

American  Anecdote. — A  Frenchman  being  lately 
in  company  with  an  American,  the  converfation 
turned  on  the  difference  between  their  countries. 
The  Frenchman  was  a  little  on  the  high  itrain  of 
enthufiafm,  and  faid  his  country  would  make  the 
Americans  do  as  they  wifh,  as  they  did  the  Italians 
in  Italy.  The  American  very  promptly  replied,  that 
the  Americans  were  men  and  were  warriors,  and  the 
Italians  only  fongilers  ;  that  they  had  never  been 
cut  out  for  wielding  thejword  to  defend  their  rights. 

[If  this  man  had  confulted  certain  members  in 
Congrefs,  they  would  have  told  him  he  fhould  not 
make  ufe  of  fuch  irritating  language.] 


*  Why  not  fay  for  war  ?  What  fort  of  a  nation  is  that  which 
does  nothing  but  defend  \\.kM'*  Such  a  nation  mud  ever  be  like  a 
town  befieged,  and  nine  times  out  of  ten  it  will  capitulate  or  be 
taken. 

SATURDAY,, 
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SATURDAY,    3d  JUNE. 

Modes  of  Corruption. — A  correipondcnt  fuggef!s 
that  there  are  various  modes  of  obtaining  injlueate 
by  corruption  ;  one  may  be,  giving  a  large  fum  to  a 
lawyer  as  flanding  oounfel  for  the  French  Republic ; 
another  may  be  to  releafe  the  captured  veffels  of  a 
friendly  merchant ;  another  to  withhold  payment  for 
a  large  fupply  of  leather,  or  other  articles,  furnifhed 
the  Republic  by  contraff,  until  the  contractor  gives 
the  proper  evidence  of  civiftn  by  j  unifications,  apoio-* 
gies,  conceffions,  and  abufe  of  Great  Britain  *, 

Jefferfon,.^-A.  curious  contrail  might  be  displayed, 
by  exhibiting  the  letter  of  Citizen  Jefferfon  to  Citizen 
Mazzei  in  one  column,  and  by  its  lide  the  fpeech 
of  the  Vice-preiident  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Senate,  on  taking  the  oath  to  fupport  the  corifti- 
tution,  a  conftitution  in  form  like  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution.  It  is  faid  that  an  ingenious  work  of  this 
kind  is  now  preparing.  The  work  would  be  more 
complete  if  the  author  would  fubjoin,  in  a  third 
column,  Citizen  Jefferfons  letter  to  Citizen  Benjamm 
Bannecker,  the  black  man. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  and  preceding  year, 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  of  America  are 
fuppofed,  on  a  moderate  calculation,  to  have  loft 
by  the  unjufl  captures  of  the  French  nation  on  the 
high  feas  13,000,000  dollars.  During  the  prefent 
feflion  of  Congrefs,  one  of  the  members,  a  country 
gentleman,  noways  concerned  in  trade,  brought 
forward  a  refolution  to  call  on  the  French  nation  to 
pay  our  merchants  for  the  cargoes  which  had  been 
taken  from  them  ;  and,  extraordinary  to  tell, 

*  Proofs  of  inftances  of  all  thefe  modes  of  corruption  cou!4 
have  been  produced  very  ealily. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Livingfton,  the  reprefentative  of  the  city  of 
JsFew-York  ;  Mr.  Swan  wick,  ditto,  Philadelphia  ; 
and  Mr.  S.  Smith,  ditto,  Baltimore  ;  oppofed  the  mo 
tion,  and  declared  the  l?rench  ought  not  to  be  alkcd 
iuch  an  unreafonable  thing. 


MONDAY,  5th  JUNE. 

Remarks  on  Congrefs, — After  ipending  forty  thou-* 
land  dollars  of  the  public  money,  in  a  confutation 
pf  two  weeks  on  a  piece  of  bufinefs  which  a  jury  of 
jtwelve  well-informed  boneft  mc-ii  would  fettle  in 
two  days,  apd  treading  over  the  fame  ground  twenty 
times,  in  order  to  confufe  a  fubjecl:  which  is  one  of 
the  plaineft  that  ever  came  before  a  legiilative  body, 
the  French  partifans  in  a  great  afiembly  are  at 
length  driven  to  declare  theoifelves.  The  refult  of 
their  tedious  delibera'ions  is  this  ;  they  are  willing, 
citizens,  to  fubmit  all  your  complaints  againft  France, 
of  intrigues,  intuits,  and  fpoliations  of  property  to 
the  amount  of  twelve  million  of  dollars,  to  the  juf- 
tice  and  honour  of  the  French  Government ;  they 
are  fo  very  polite  as  not  even  to  mention  thefe  inju 
ries  in  their  communication  to  the  Prefident,  al 
though  that  was  the  very  bufinefs  for  which  they 
\vere  called  together  ;  fome  of  them,  indeed,  feem 
fp  terrified,  or  fomething  worle,  that  they  declare  it 
is  much  better  to  lole  all  the  money,  than  to  rifk 
the  difpleafure  of  the  terrible  Republic,  by  talking 
about  ourlofles,  even  among  ourfelves,  for  fear  her 
agents  fhould  overhear  us.  But  when  they  fpeak 
of  French  merits  and  the  caufes  of  French  com- 
plaints  (which  God  knows  are  both  non-entities), 
every  man  talks  like  a  Cicero  or  a  Fijher  Ames.  The 
French,  they  fay,  arc  the  faviours  and  guardian 
angels  of  this  country.  Our  treaty  with  them,  and 
all  the  other  treaties  we  ever  made  with  any  nation 

on 
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on  earth,  fhall  be  laid  at  their  feet,  that  they  may 
pick  and  choofe  out  of  them.  This,  citizens,  is  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  daftards,  if  they  do  not  de- 
ferve  a  worfe  name,  have  debafed  themfelves  ;  and 
may  the  curfe  of  cowards  light  upon  them,  as  furely 
as  they  are  endeavouring  to  debafe  us  all.  Thefe 
fervants  of  ours  are  willing  not  only  to  part  with 
our  money,  but  they  are  ready  alfo  to  throw  our 
honour  into  the  bargain. 


TUESDAY,  6th  JUNE. 

The  Lyon  of  Vermont. — To-morrow  morning  at 
eleven  o'clock  will  be  expofed  to  public  view  the 
Lyon  of  Vermont.  This  fingular  animal  is  faid  to  have 
been  caught  on  the  bog  of  Hibernia,  and,  when  a 
whelp,  tranfported  to  America ;  curiolity  induced  a 
New-Yorker  to  buy  him,  and  moving  into  the 
country,  afterwards  exchanged  him  for  a  yoke  of 
young  bulls  with  a  Vermontefe,  He  was  petted  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Governor  Chittenden,  and 
loon  became  ib  domefticated,  that  a  daughter  of  his 
Excellency  would  itroke  him  and  play  with  him  as 
a  monkey.  He  differs  confiderably  from  the  African 
lion,  is  much  more  clamorous  and  lefs  magnani 
mous.  His  pelt  reiembles  more  the  wolf  or  the 
tiger,  and  his  geftures  bear  a  remarkable  affinity  to 
the  bear  :  this,  however,  may  be  afcribed  to  his  hav 
ing  been  in  the  habit  of  afTociating  with  that  fpecies 
of  wild  beafl  on  the  mountain  :  he  is  carnivorous, 
but  not  very  ferocious — has  never  been  detected  in 
having  attacked  a  man,  but  report  fays  he  will  beat 
•women. 

He  was  brought  to  this  city  in  a  waggon,  and  has 
feveral  days  expofed  himfelf  to  the  public.  It  has  been 
znotioned  to  cage  him — as  he  has  difcovered  much 
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uneafinefs  at  going  with  the  crowd*.  Many  gentle 
men,  who  have  feen  him,  do  not  heiitate  to  declare^ 
they  think  him  a  moil  extraordinary  beaft. 


WEDNESDAY,  yth    UNE* 

Debt  of  Gratitude  to  France.  —  Clearly  as  it  appears 
to  every  candid  mind,  that  we  neither  do,  nor  ever 
did,  owe  any  thing  to  the  prefent  rulers  of  France* 
the  falfehood  is  {till  repeated,  not  only  in  all  the  de 
mocratic  circles,  but  by  fome  members  of  a  great  and 
very  refpedtable  aflembly.  If  any  thing  can  equal  the 
ftupidity  of  this  conducl,  it  is  the  obftinacy  with 
which  fome  men  perli-fl  in  it.  Suppofe,  for  a  mo 
ment,  there  was  a  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  Louis 
XVI.  and  his  Court,  there  can  be  no  juftice  what 
ever  in  transferring  this  obligation  to  his  murderers  ; 
to  men,  who  at  that  period  had  no  more  concern  in 
the  aft  of  ailifling  America,  than  the  flaves  of 
Algiers. 

Thefe  ufurpers  (for  fuch  they  are  in  the  worft  and 
fulleft  fenfe  of  the  term)  were,  at  that  period,  moft 
of  them  too  young,  and  all  of  them  too  poor  and 
insignificant,  to  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  butinefs. 
Country  lawyers,  infidel  philolbphers,  flage  -.players, 
mendicant  abbes,  and  others  equally  defpicable, 
who  acquired  power  in  the  revolution  by  intrigue 
and  violence,  can  never  be  the  legitimate  heirs  of  the 
Bourbon  family,  or  the  true  reprefentativcs  of  the 
landed  and  monied  intereft  of  France.  No  ;  the 
revolution  has  been  complete,  in  a  phyfical  as  well 
as  a  moral  view  ;  not  only  the  government,  but  the 
palaces,  the  warehoufes,  the  fields,  and  the  trea- 
fures,  have  all  ihifted  hands.  The  rightful  owners 


*  It  will  be  feen  in  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  that  this  beaft 
alked  leave  to  be  excufed  from  going  with  the  reft  of  the  Members 
to  wait  on  the  Prefident. 

YOL.  vi.  e  have 
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have  been  violently  difpoflefTed ;  fome  of  them  are 
murdered,  and  others  are  now  wandering  in  exile ; 
and  the  property  as  well  as  the  power  of  that  devoted 
country  have  been  feized,  as  a  prey,  by  a  band  of 
daring  confpirators  ;  by  men,  as  unufed  to  property 
as  they  were  to  power,  and  who,  to  retain  both,  op- 
prefs  their  brutified  countrymen,  and  fpread  confu- 
lion,  rapine,  and  carnage,  as  far  as  they  can  carry 
their  arms  or  intrigues. 

Whatever  fubmiflion,  therefore,  cowards  may  think 
is  clue  to  this  terrible  Republic,  we  are  furely  under 
no  obligation  to  her,  either  moral  or  political,  for  the 
benefits  we  received  from  her  murdered  fovereign, 
On  the  contrary,  as  foon  as  fhe  feized  the  govern 
ment,  fhe  difplayed  a  policy  inimical  to  the  United 
States,  and  ftill  perfeveres  in  it ;  fhe  has  fown  dif- 
cord  among  our  citizens,  plundered  our  commerce, 
broke  the  faith  of  a  treaty  fhe  claimed,  and  infill  ted 
our  jufl  and  peaceable  government  in  the  mofl  offen- 
five  manner ;  and  thefe  things  have  not  been  tranf- 
acled  in  a  corner,  but  having  patted  on  an  open 
theatre,  are  notorious  to  all  Europe. 

How  much  then  muft  the  glory  of  the  United 
States  be  obfcured  in  the  eyes  of  virtuous  and  intel 
ligent  foreigners,  when  they  fee  men,  of  fome  rank 
and  reipeclability  in  the  commonwealth,  join  a  few 
mercenary  gazetteers,  in  offering  incenle  to  this 
common  enemy  I  Will  it  not  be  juit  to  prefage  our 
approaching  diiTolution,  when  twenty  years  only 
have  produced  fo  great  a  declcniion  in  private  and 
public  virtue,  and  the  facred  principles  of  truth  and 
jufl  ice  ? 

Let  us  bring  the  bulinefs  home,  and  endeavour 
to  illuftrate  it  by  fuppofing  a  cafe,  which  is  much 
lefs  improbable  than  many  others  that  have  happened 
in  our  memory.  If  an  army  of  French  revolutionjfia 
fhould  land  on  or  near  our  country,  and,  by  open 
ing  the  pri ion-doors,  proclaiming  liberty  to  the 

Haves, 
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Haves,  and  holding  out  the  temptation  of  equality 
(or  plunder,  which  is  fynonimous)  to  the  worthless 
and  profligate,  they  fhould  organize  a  holy  infur- 
rection  in  the  fouthern  States;  fuppofe,  again,  they 
fhould  be  fo  fortunate  (which  God  forbid  !)  as  to  re 
duce  two  or  three  of  thofe  States ;  and,  to  fortify  their 
conquefl,  they  fhould  transfer  the  property  from  the 
prefent  proprietors  to  their  flaves,  and  to  others,  the 
vile  inftruments  of  the  revolution  ;  would  the  mid 
dle  and  northern  Stales  flill  acknowledge  them  as  a 
part  of r the  American  confederation  ?  would  they 
liften  to  thefe  intruders  with  any  patience,  if  they 
claimed  a  right  in  the  Union  of  1776,  or  pretended 
to  any  fhare  in  the  honour  of  eftablifhing  the  Ame 
rican  independence  in  its  rights  or  franchifes  ? 
Would  they  not  rather  coniider  them  as  a  common 
enemy,  and  arm  with  zeal  to  expel  or  crufti  them, 
as  foon  as  poffible  ? 

I  have  adduced  this  fuppofition,  becaufe  it  is  not 
an  improbable  one,  and  to  afk  our  fouthern  orators, 
the  principal  advocates  of  the  French  intereft,  how 
they  would  relifh  fuch  an  event.  They  cannot  be 
weak  enough  to  imagine,  becaufe  they  had  figured 
on  the  floor  of  Congrefs,  or  elfe where,  as  the  par- 
tifans  of  France,  that  their  property,  or  the  pro 
perty  of  their  friends,  would  be  the  more  fecure. 
Thefe  new  lords  of  the  foil  would  not  inquire,  whe 
ther  a  man  was  a  democrat  or  an  ariflocrat  in  poli 
tics,  whether  he  was  a  federalift  or  anti-federalift, 
devoted  to  England  or  to  France,  but  what  wealth 
he  had  ;  and  whether  he  would  carry  a  mulket  to 
fubjugate  the  other  States. 

If  this  cafe  has  any  analogy  with  our  relation  to 
France,  and  I  iincerely  think  it  has,  what  fhall  we 
fay  to  thofe  orators  in  Congrefs,  who  labour  fo  zeal- 
oufly  in  recommending  the  rebel  government  of 
that  country  to  the  friendfhip  and  gratitude  of  their 
fellow-citizens  :  and  this  at  a  time  when  her  armies 

c  2  are 
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are  dcfolating  Europe  from  motives  of  ambition  ;  her 
agents  and  minifters  are  infulting  our  own  Govern 
ment  ;  and  her  pirates  are  plundering  our  veflels  in 
every  part  of  the  ocean  ?  I  am  really  afhamed  that  ib 
degenerate  a  fpirit  Ihould  appear  any  where  in  the 
United  States,  and  much  more  when  it  appears  in 
her  public  councils,  if,  like  the  uninformed  In 
dians,  we  are  really  awed  by  the  devil,  in  the  name 
of  all  that  is  chriftian  and  manly,  I  hope  we  fhall 
not  copy  them  fo  clofely,  as  to  fall  down  likevvife 
and  worfhip  his  image,  > 


THURSDAY,  8th  JUNE. 

0' Careys  and  the  Learned  Pig. — Advertifemcnt. — 
The  docility,  tra  Stability,  and  lagacity  of  many  ani 
mals,  fuch  as  the  dog,  horfe,  and  elephant,  have  been 
as  much  the  theme  of  converfation  as  the  ftupidity 
and  ftubbornnefs  of  the  pig  has  been  proverbial. 

This  little  animal  forms  an  exception  to  the  gene 
ral  rule  ;  for  he  not  only  equals  any,  but  exceeds  all 
the  above  in  their  moft  eminent  qualities. 

He  will  read  right,  /fell,  fell  the  hour  of  the  day? 
<liitingum  colours,  the  number  of  perfons  prefent, 
&x.  &c.  And  what  is  more  aftonifhing,  any  l&dy  or 
gentleman  may  draw  a  card  and  keep  it  concealed,  and 
the  pig,  without  any  hesitation,  will  difcover  the 
card  drawn  from  another  pack. 

To  be  feen  by  any  number  of  perfons,  at  Mr. 
Cook's  houfe,  corner  of  Market  and  Third  Street, 
from  ten  in  the  morning  till  one,  and  from  .two  till 
feven  in  the  evening.  Admittance  one  quarter  of  a 
dollar. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  thole  who  l^ave  a 
defire  to  fee  the  performance  of  this  fapient  animal, 
that  they  will  do  well  to  lofe  no  time  in  gratifying 
their  curiofity,  as  it  is  confidently  reported,  that  the 
O'CAREYS  are  about  to  engage  him  as  editor  to  their 
Gazette.  FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY,    9th  JUNE. 

John  B — //,  EJq.  Grog-man  and  Bankrupt. — To  the 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and 
Delaware,  and  the  public  in  general.  On  Friday, 
June  ad,  broke  into  the  fouthern  apartment  of  that 
magnificent  fabric  at  the  corner  of  Walnut  and 
Sixth  Streets,  a  Mr.  John  B — 11,  taylor,  debauchee, 
grog-drinker,  and  fquire.  This  wonderful  animal 
was  bred  in  the  village  of  Darby,  in  the  county 
of  Delaware.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  received 
the  honourable  title  of  grog-drinker,  at  twenty 
lie  obtained  the  name  of  debauchee,  for  which  he 
was  caft  out  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  holy  lambs. 
He  fought  fafety  by  flight,  and  arrived  fafe  at  Sa 
lem,  New-Jerfey.  Here  he  exhibited  a  fpecimen 
of  his  ablilities  with  the  inlipid  fair,  and  the  grog- 
men,  but  was  foon  obliged  to  move  his  quarters  ; 
he  next  pitched  his  tent  in  Baltimore,  and  from 
thence  to  Virginia.  From  Virginia  the  grog-man 
returned  to  his  native  village  of  Darby,  after  an  ab- 
fence  of  feven  years,  more  or  lefs.  The  exploits  of 
the  fquire  being  very  notorious,  it  would  therefore 
be  fuperfluous  and  indelicate  to  repeat  them,  as  the 
chief  of  them  overftep  the  modcfty  of  nature. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  village  of  his  nati 
vity,  he  fet  up  grog-drinking,  cock-fighting,  and 
horfe-racing,  which  he  perfevered  in  for  the  fpace 
of  three  years,  when,  fome  how  or  other,  his  neck 
flipt  into  the  noofe  of  matrimony.  He  then  moved 
to  Philadelphia,  rented  a  houfe  in  Strawberry  Alley, 
and  commenced  grog-drinking  on  a  very  extenfive 
plan.  He  has  fometimes  been  feen  at  noon-day 
crawling  into  his  door  on  as  many  legs  as  a  fnap- 
turtle  generally  ufes  ;  and  it  would  have  taken  a 
very  Ikilful  phyliognomift  to  have  diflinguifhed  him 
from  that  animal.  Having  drank  grog  and  eaten 
oyfters  for  nine  month?,  he  bequeathed  his  landlord 

c  3  a  three- 
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a  three-legged  itool,  a  few  needles  without  eyes,  and 
the  cleanfing  of  hell  *,  in  place  of  his  rent. 

This  fame  fquire  grog-man  having  a  little  low 
cunning,  with  which  he  took  in  his  brother  fiats, 
got  credit  of  them  to  the  amount  of  feveral  hun 
dreds,  and  is  now  paying  them  off  with  a  fponge. 

The  faid  fquire  grog-  drinker  is  to  remove  his 
quarters  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  this  month  ;  therefore 
every  honeil,  difhoneft,  fuperficial,  or  judicious 
landlord,  inn-kepeer,  fl  ore-  keeper,  &c.  &c.  are 
hereby  cautioned  to  have  no  contractions  with  him 
the  laid  fquire,  for,  inftead  of  the  ready  rhino,  they 
will  receive  the  fponge. 

June  21,  1797.  A  BILKED  CREDITOR. 


SATURDAY,   ioth  JUNE. 

French  and  Sfamjk  Cruelly  towards  American  Sail 
ors.  —  Captain  Merrihew,  of  the  fliip  Mount  Vernon, 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  different  fpolia- 
tions  committed  on  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
by  French  privateers,  which  came  immediately 
within  his  own  knowledge  during  his  flay  at  the 
port  of  St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  and  which  can  be 
attended  alfo  by  a  number  of  other  citizens  of  Ame 
rica,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  carried  in  there. 

Captured  by  the  privateer  Vengeance,  the 
fchooner  —  -  ,  Loring  Taber  mafter,  belonging 
to  Bofloiij  bound  to  Jamaica,  and  fent  to  St.  Do 
mingo.  The  mate  and  feveral  of  the  crew  of  faid 
fchooner  were  put  on  fhore  at  St.  John's,  deflitute  of 
every  neceffary,  being  plundered  even  of  their 
wearing  apparel  :  the  mate  tookfick  in  a  few  days  after, 
and  died  ;  the  expenies  of  his  interment.  Sec.  were 
defrayed  by  the  different  American  captains. 

*  Hell  is  under  a  taylor's  ftiop-  board, 

The 
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The  ftiip  Hope,  of  Bofton,  John  Seward  matter, 
was  captured  by  the  pilot-boat  Democrat,  in  a  few 
hours  after  leaving  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas.  This 
vefTel  was  loaded  with  coffee  and  cotton  at  Surinam, 
and  bound  to  Bofton,  lince  condemned. — Captain 
Seward  was  kept  a  prifoner  on  board  the  privateer 
Democrat,  for  fix  days  after  her  arrival  ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  very  fpirited  exertions  ufed  by  fome 
American  captains  and  others,  he  would  not  even 
then  have  obtained  his  liberty. 

Captured  and  brought  into  port,  and  iince  con 
demned,  the  fchooner  Delight,  of  Penobfcot,  Mark 
Hatch  mafter,  bound  from  Barbadoes  to  fome  port  in 
the  United  States  ;  the  captain  and  crew  turned  on 
fhore  at  St.  John's,  deftitiite  of  both  money  and  clothes, 
'being  pillaged. 

Captured  and  brought  into  port,  and  condemned, 
by  the  privateer  Vengeance,  the  brig  Two  Sifters,  of 
Baltimore,  Captain  Hubbard,  bound  from  Montferat 
to  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  ;  the  captain  plundered 
of  his  wearing  apparel,  and  every  other  neceflary 
belonging  to  himfelf  and  crew. 

Captured  and  brought  into  port,  the  bark  Sufan, 

of  Biddeford,  Smith  mafter,  bound  from 

St.  Vincent's  to  North  Carolina.  Captain  Smith  and 
his  crew  turned  on  fhore  (though  they  folicited 
much  without  effect  to  be  left  in  the  bark),  where 
they  remained  at  the  town  of  St.  John's,  at  a  very 
heavy  expenfe,  to  wait  the  iffue  of  the  bark's  trial 
at  Guadaloupe,  which  finally  arrived  about  the  mid 
dle  of  May.  Verdict  of  the  French  tribunal,  cargo 
condemned,  the  veffel  cleared,  but  the  bark's  re- 
gifter,  fea-letter,  and  all  her  other  papers  deftroyed 
or  made  away  with  by  the  captors,  and  the  veffel  fo 
much  pillaged  by  them  as  not  to  be  in  a  ftate  to 
return  to  the  continent. 

Captain  Smith  applied  to  Mr.  Paris,  the  French 
marine  agent  at  Porto  Rico,  to  aflift  him  to  put  the 

c  4  bark 
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barque  in  fuch  a  condition  as  would  enable  him  to 
return  in  her  to  Biddeford,  without  any  red  rets  or 
efFedt.  Captain  Smith  was  therefore  neceflitated 
to  purchafe  the  American  fchooner  Delight,  which 
was  condemned  ;  in  the  purchafe  of  which  he  was 
joined  by  Captain  Strong,  and  five  or  fix  different 
captured  American  mafters  and  mates  ;  being  the 
only  alternative  they  had  left  to  return  to  America. 

Brought  into  the  port  of  St.  John's  by  a  French 
privateer,  the  mate  and  crew  of  a  fchooner  belong 
ing  to  Botton,  whom  they  turned  on  ihore  without 
a  fecond  fhirt  or  jacket,  or  a  fingle  dollar  in  their 
pockets.  This  fchooner,  name  forgotten,  was  owned 
at  Boiton,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Dunken- 
dorff,  loaded  at  Tobago,  and  bound  to  Bofton. 
Cleared. 

Brought  into  port  by  the  privateer  Triumph,  the 

brig ,  John  Fry  matter,  bound  from  Baltimore 

to  St.  Bartholomew's.  After  feveral  days  detention, 
and  loaded  with  innumerable  expenfes,  he  was  with 
difficulty  cleared,  but  on  a  iiipulated  condition  of 
entering  into  a  written  obligation  to  acquit  the 
owner  and  captain  of  the  privateer  from  all  coft  and 
damages. 

Captain  Williams,  of  Baltimore,  of  the  fchooner — , 
belonging  to  Norfolk,  and  his  people,  were  brought 
toSt.John's  by  the  privateer  Vengeance,  and  turned 
on  fhore  without  a  dollar  in  their  pockets.  They  fent 
the  fchooner  for  trial  to  St.  Domingo,  where  fhe 
was  foon  condemned,  under  pretext  of  not  having 
either  regiiter  or  lea-letter,  which  the  captain  of  the 
privateer  was  bafe  enough  to  dettroy  or  conceal. 

Taken  by  the  privateer  brig  Vengeance,  and  fince 
condemned,  the  fhip  William,  of  Portland,  Robert 
Strong  mafter ;  bound  from  St.  Kitt's  to  Portland. 
In  a  few  nights  after  the  capture  of  faid  fhip,  the 
mate  of  her,  and  one  iailor  and  the  cabin-boy,  whom 
the  privateer  permitted  to  remain  on  board,  took  au 

opportunity^ 
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opportunity,  while  the  French  prize-mafier  and  eight 
Frenchmen  were  napping  or  offtheir  guard,  to  rife  on 
them  and  retake  the  ihip.  In  the  conflict,  which  lafled 
a  confiderable  time,  the  French  prize-malt er  and  two 
of  the  Frenchmen  were  killed,  and  three  others 
badly  wounded ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  next  day  the 
Ihip  William  was  met  near  Porto  Rico  and  retaken 
by  the  French  privateer  Eagle.  Both  from  the  crew 
and  owners  of  the  privateers  the  brave  and  intrepid 
American  mate  and  mariner  experienced  every  degree 
of  cruel,  unmanly,  and  favage  ufage,  difgraceful  to 
be  related.  Thefe  two  bold  and  brave  fellows  were 
fent  in  a  few  days  after,  to  fland  their  trial  before  a 
French  tribunal,  to  St.  Domingo,  in  an  open  boat, 
double  ironed  on  both  legs  and  hands ;  and,  if  report 
laid  or  fpoke  truth,  with  orders  to  throw  them  both 
overboard  if  the  boat  was  chafed  by  an  EngHjh  crwfer* 
The  American  captains,  and  others,  presented  a  fpi- 
rited  and  humane  memorial  to  the  Spaniih  governor 
of  Porto  Rico,  Don  Raymondo  de  Caflro,  repre- 
feriting  thofe  men  as  American  fubjecls,  and  praying 
that  they  might  be  tried  by  the  Spanifh  laws ;  but 
to  which  he  never  deigned  to  return  an  anfwer. 

Brought  in  by  the  privateer  Vengeance,  the 
fchooner  — » — ,  Captain  Jones,  of  Bofton,  who  fold 
his  cargo  at  Guadaloupe,  and  pnrchafed  a  return 
cargo  there,  bound  for  Bolton.  Captain  Jones  was 
met  by  an  Englifh  cruifer,  and  carried  into  St.  Kitt's ; 
where,  after  trial,  he  was  acquitted,  and  permitted 
to  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  Bofton,  but  was  met  in 
a  few  days  after  by  the  above  privateer  Vengeance ; 
and,  merely  under  the  pretext  of  Captain  Jones  be 
ing  at  aBritiih  ifland,  he  was  again  captured,  from 
whofe  clutches  he  was  glad  to  get  clear,  after  feverai 
days  detention,  paying  heavy  port  charges  and  other 
expenies,  and  being  plundered  of  all  his  ftock  and 
finali  ftores. 

Brought  in  by  L'Efpiegle  privateer,  and  fince  con 
demned,  the  brig  Nabby  of  Hartford,  bound  from 

Antigua 
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Antigua  to  New- York,  loaded  with  rum,  fugar,  and 
coffee. 

Alib  the  floop  Hannah,  of  Milford,  fince  con 
demned,  bound  to  New-York,  loaded  with  fugar 
and  molafTes,  from  Martinico. 

Brought  in  by  the  privateer  Triumphant,  the  brig 
Ceres,  of  Newbern,  James  Moor  mailer,  loaded 
with  lumber  for  Trinidad.  So  little  regard  had  the 
owner  or  captain  of  this  privateer  to  laws,  cuftom, 
or  ufage,  that  they  ftripped  the  brig  Ceres  entirely 
of  her  ihrouds,  and  part  of  her  running  rigging  and 
Ipars,  with  which  they  again  fitted  out  the  privateer, 
though  the  brig  Ceres'  condemnation  had  not  ar 
rived  when  the  iliip  Mount  Vernon  left  Porto 
Rico. 

Brought  In  by  a  row-boat  and  eight  men,  and  one 
fwivel  gun,  the  fnow  Harmony  of  Kennebunk, 
Burnham  mailer ;  bound  from  Barbadoes  home 
with  rum.  The  owner  of  this  privateer,  Monf.  M. 
Mallet,  fold  the'  cargo  in  a  few  days  after,  and  the 
veflel  in  about  four  weeks  after  her  arrival,  though 
no  condemnation  for  her  had  yet  come  to  hand. 

Captured  and  brought  in  by  L'Efpiegle  privateer, 
the  fhip  Kitty,  belonging  to  Mr.  Coppinger  of  Phi 
ladelphia  ;  bound  from  the  Ifle  of  France  to  faid 
port,  loaded  with  coffee,  fugar,  cotton,  indigo,  and 
bale-goods. 

Captain  M'Pherfon,  and  Mr.  Cox  the  fupercargo 
of  the  above  fhip,  were  confined  on  board  without 
even  having  permiflion  to  converfe,  or  fee  a  fingle  in 
dividual,  direclly  or  indireclly,  or  to  correfpond  with 
the  fhore  by  letter.  They  at  length  found  means,  by 
the  aid  of  Mr.  Bayly,  an  interpreter,  to  have  a  ftrong 
and  urgent  remon (trance,  dating  their  grievances, 
drawn  up  and  prcfented  to  the  Governor  Don  Ray- 
mondo  de  Caftro,  but  to  which  his  Excellency 
never  returned  an  anfwer  ;  and,  finally,  when  the- 
iiland  was  beiieged  by  the  Britilh,  they  were  taken 

from 
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from  on  board  the  {hip  with  the  crew,  and  clofely  con 
fined  in  prifon,  where  they  yet  languifh  without  any 
profpeft  of  being  liberated,  unlefs  by  the  interference 
of  the  Executive  of  their  country.  Five  feamen  of  the 
above  fhip  Kitty,  all  citizensof  America,  and  with  pro 
tections  in  their  pockets,  were  put  on  board  the  Spa- 
nifh  frigate  Juno  to  be  fent  to  the  Havannah  and 
treated  as  Englifh  prifoners  of  war.  This  extraordi 
nary  circumftance  happened  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon  was  to  fail  ; 
therefore  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft  to  refcue  thofe 
poor  fellows  from  fuch  a  dreadful  lituation.  A  ftrong 
and  urgent  reprefentation  was  made  in  their  favour 
by  fome  American  captains  and  others,  that  they 
might  be  put  on  board  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon, 
which  was  at  length  granted ;  but  not  until  the  very 
inflant  that  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon  was  weighing 
anchor,  when  the  poor  fellows  arrived  from  on  board 
a  guard-boat  from  the  Spanifh  frigate  Juno. 

Some  days  previous  to  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon 
leaving  Porto  Rico,  there  were  thirteen  American 
faiiors  brought  to  the  town  of  St.  John's  under  a  guard 
of  ibldiers  from  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland,  and  put  into 
clofe  prifon,  where  there  were  no  lefs  than  fifty  ne 
groes  confined.  Thefe  men  were  all  American  citi 
zens,  and  had  each  of  them  a  protection ;  being 
part  of  the  crews  belonging  to  the  brig  Induftry  of 
Bofton,  Jofeph  Ryder  mafter,  bound  from  Dema- 
rara  to  Bofton  ;  and  of  the  fchooner  Betfey,  W. 
Sturges,  from  Trinidad;  and  the  fhip  Induftry,  Ro 
bert  Oram  mafter,  of  Portfmouth  (New-Hampfhire), 
all  taken  by  a  privateer  and  carried  into  Cape 
Rooke. 

Five  American  captains  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  dreadful  fituation  that  thefe  poor  fellows 
were  in,  clofely  confined  in  a  fmall  cell,  and  the 
weather  then  extremely  fultry,  prefented  a  remon- 
ftrance  to  the  Governor  for  their  liberation,  which 

was 
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was  granted,  after  their  being  confined  in  a  loath- 
fome  prifon  nine  days  ;  but  on  condition  that  they 
would  pay  the  gaol  fees,  and  that  they  fhould  take 
them  on  board  their  different  veffels  off  the  ifland. 

Thofe  thirteen  mariners  agree  in  their  feveral  ac 
counts  of  what  Captain  Merrihevv  heard  reported 
before,  at  the  town  of  St.  John's  ;  that  the  French 
privateers  had  taken  within  a  fhort  time  feveral  other 
American  veffels,  and  brought  them  into  the  differ 
ent  ports  of  the  fouth  and  weft  part  of  the  ifland  of 
Porto  Rico.  Some  of  the  captains,  to  the  number 
of  five  or  iix,  as  well  as  the  crews  of  thole  veffels, 
took  their  paffage  in  a  Danifh  bark  bound  to  St. 
Croix  from  Cape  Rooke  ;  it  being  the  be  ft  opportu 
nity  that  was  prefented  to  them  to  return  home,  after 
lofing  their  veffels. 

Captain  Merrihew  cannot  conclude  his  recital 
without  mentioning  a  matter  that  happened  to  him 
and  the  other  American  veffels  at  the  port  of  St. 
John's,  during  the  early  part  of  the  fiege  of  that 
town  by  the  Britifh ;  on  which  he  would  not  pre- 
fume  to  comment,  but  leave  it  to  an  impartial  pub 
lic  to  draw  what  inference  they  think  proper  from  ib 
extraordinary  a  circumftance. 

On  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  fiege  the  Britifh 
brought  feveral  mortars  to  bear  on  the  town,  and  on 
the  fhipping  in  the  harbour  ;  which,  of  confequence, 
induced  the  fhipping  for  their  prefervation  to  remove 
to  a  greater  diftance  round  a  point  of  land  ;  in  per 
forming  which,  as  is  always  cuftomary,  five  or  fix 
American  veffels  then  in  port  hoifted  their  colours, 
to  prevent  the  Britifh  firing  or  annoying  them  while 
they  were  thus  anxioufly  employed  in  removing 
their  veffels  to  a  place  of  fajety.  The  neceffity  of 
hoifting  their  American  colours  was  evident,  as  the 
French  prize-mafter  of  the  American  fhip  Kitty  of 
Philadelphia,  in  omitting  to  ufe  this  precaution,  was 
nearly  inflru mental  in  the  lols  of  the  fhip  ;  (he  being 
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fired  at,  and  ft  ruck  by  a  fhell,  which  went  through  her 
quarter-deck,  but  fortunately  happened  to  lodge  in  a 
barrel  of  rice,  which  choked  the  fufee  for  the  moment, 
until  the  people  extinguished  it  without  doing  further 
damage  to  the  fhip.  But  in  about  an  hour  after,  the 
Captain  of  the  port,  Don  Hurtado,  came  on  board 
the  Mount  Vernon,  and  every  other  American  veffel, 
and  demanded,  in  the  moft  haughty  tone  of  lan 
guage,  their  veffels'  colours,  which  were  not  re 
turned  them  until  after  the  Britifh  abandoned  the 
liege*. 

MONDAY,   1 2th  JUNE. 

Peace  with  the  Emperor* — Boilon,  June  8.— -Yef- 
terday  afternoon  arrived  here  the  fhip  Telemachus, 
CaptainPrentils,  in  thirty  days  from  Liverpool ;  by 
whom  we  have  received  London  papers  to  May  4, 
which  contain  Paris  news  to  April  aSth,  much  later 
than  before  received.  Thefe  papers  abound  with 
events  of  the  greateft  magnitude, 

The  article  molt  interesting  to  Americans,  con 
tains  well-corroborated  accounts  that  preliminaries  of 
peace  had  been  figned  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  French  Republic,  having  been  concluded  by 
the  Archduke  Charles  and  General  Buonaparte. 
*Fhe  events  which  led  to  this  meafure  were  an  un- 

*  Will  any  one  tell  me  then,  that  independence  is  fo  very  great  a 
bleffing  as  it  has  been  held  to  be  ?  Can  this  word,  this  mere  name, 
make  up  for  the  lolfes,  the  innumerable  infults,  the  inconceivable 
mortification  that  the  people  of  thefe  "  independent"  States  are 
compelled  to  bear  ?  I  enter  not  into  the  fubjeft  of  difpute  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies,  which  led  to  their  inde 
pendence  ;  nor  do  I  know  that,  the  quarrel  once  begun,  independ 
ence  was  not  unavoidable;  but  la  ffert  that,  abftra&edly  confi- 
dered,  this  independence  was  a  great  evil  to  Amf  rica  ;  and  I 
greatly  fear  that,  inftead  of  profit  and  honour,  it  will  finally  prove 
a  iburce  of  mifery  and  difgrace. 

i  exampled 
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cxampled  feries  of  victories  by  the  French  army  in 
Italy  over  the  Auflrians,  in  which  the  latter  loft  be 
tween  fifteen  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  in  killed, 
\vounded,  and  prifoners  ;  great  quantities  of  ammu 
nition,  military  tfores,  provilions,  8cc.  and  two 
millions  worth  of  quickfilver  from  the  mines  of 
Jdria.  Our  corroborations  of  this  intelligence  are, 
jfirft,  Mr.  Fox  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  jd  of  May,  announced  the  event,  and  Mr.  Pitt 
did  not  contradict  it.  Second,  the  French  Execu 
tive  Directory,  on  the  26th  of  April,  in  a  mefTage 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  fay,  a  difpatch  from 
General  Morcau  is  terminated  by  the  following 
poftfcript :  "  A  courier  which  I  received  this  mo 
ment  from  General  Buonaparte,  announces  me  the 
ligning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  with  the  Em 
peror.'"  This  mefTage  created  the  livelier!  emo 
tions  of  joy,  as  the  harbinger  of  a  fpeedy  peace, 
Third,  the  Directory,  in  another  melfage  on  the 
fame  day  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hnndred  refpecting 
ihe  French  Colonies,  fay,  "The  Conftitution  ought 
not  to  be  put  in  activity  until  after  the  peace ;  but 
every  thing  announces  that  this  peace  will  be  con 
cluded  in  lefs  than  a  month."  It  may  be  neceflary 
here  to  ftate,  that  the  reafon  why  the  Directory  did 
not  receive  a  courier  from  Buonaparte  announcing 
the  above  event  as  early  as  General  Moreau,  was, 
that  General  Buonaparte,  in  order  to  flop  the  ufelefs 
cffufion  of  blood,  directed  the  courier  he  fent  with 
the  intelligence  to  proceed  to  Moreau's  and  Hoche's 
army  on  the  Rhine  before  he  went  to  Paris.  Fourth, 
General  Vernier,  Governor  of  Strafburg  (on  the 
Rhine),  announced  by  the  found  of  trumpet  on  the 
24th  of  April,  a  letter  from  General  Regnier  to  Ge 
neral  Vandamme,  as  follows  :  "  I  have  thepleafure 
to  inform  you,  General,  that  the  preliminaries  of  a 
peace  have  juil  been  figned  by  the  army  of  Italy  ; 
and  an  armifticc  has  juft  been  proclaimed  between 
4  the 
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the  Auflrian  army  and  that  of  the  Rhine  and  Mo- 
felle ;  and,  in  confequence,  you  will  ceafe  all  hoftili- 
ties,  and  the  advanced  pofts  will  remain  in  the  fame 
pofition."  This  event  caufed  unufual  demon (Ira- 
tions  of  joy  at  Straiburg,  which  was  brilliantly  illu 
minated.  At  Paris  numerous  difcharges  of  artillery 
announced  the  peace ;  bufinefs  was  fufpended,  and 
the  flreets  and  gardens  refounded  with  the  fhouts  of 
Vive  la  Paix  !  Five  la  Republique  !  Fifth  ;  General 
Leclerc  arrived  at  Paris  from  the  army  ;  left  the 
two  Generals  fettling  the  preliminaries  of  peace. 
General  Buonaparte  required,  that  the  formal 
acknowledgment  of  the  French  Republic  by  the 
Emperor  fhould  be  expunged  from  the  treaty,  as 
the  Republic  ftood  not  in  need  of  it  for  its  exiflence. 
A  number  of  lefs  prominent  occurrences  convince  us 
that  peace  now  exifts  between  the  French  Republic 
and  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

It  will  be  afked,  Does  the  peace  include  Great 
Britain  ?  We  can  give  no  decifive  anfwer  on  this 
head.  A  Paris  paper  of  the  26th  April  fays,  "  The 
Directory  alfo  reckon  on  a  peace  with  England  :" 
and  on  the  id  of  May  the  Britifh  Parliament  voted 
one  million  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  loan  to  the  Emperor  ;  likewife  provifion  for 
guaranteeing  three  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  raifed  on  account  of  the  Emperor. 
This  was  on  the  day  the  news  arrived  of  the  Em 
peror's  having  made  peace  ;  the  officially  of  which, 
Mr.  Pitt  feemed  unfatisfied  with  ;  but  told  the  Houfe 
if  it  was  neceflary  to  flop  the  loan,  it  could  be  done 
in  any  ftage  of  the  bill. 

The  conditions  of  the  peace  are  varioufly  ftated. 
Some  fay  that  "  Auftria  confents  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps,  and  the  liberty  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  Mantua."  Others  ftate  the  conditions  to 
be,  "  ift,  the  independence  of  Italy,  sd,  The  cef- 
fion  of  part  of  Upper  Auftria  to  the  Prince  of 

Orange. 
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Orange.     30!,  The  expenfes  of  the  war  to  be  paid 
by  the  Emperor. 

The  French  armies  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine 
both  palled  that  river  about  the  i9th  of  April.  Ge 
neral  Moreau  attacked  and  carried,  at  noon-day,  the 
tfrong  poft  of  Kchl  ;  before  7  o'clock  planted  the 
tri-  coloured  flag  on  the  battlements  of  that  very 
Kehi  which  they  had  defended  for  fifty-two  days 
againlt  Prince  Charles  and  all  the  vigour  of  his  ve 
teran  army.  General  Hoche  edablifhed  his  poli- 
tio.n  on  the  right  licle  of  the  Rhine,  after  a  pitched 
battle,  and  three  actions,  in  which  he  took  feven 
thoufand  prifoners,  twenty-feven  cannon,  feven 
ftandards,  and  lixty  waggons. 


Traitors.  —  To  the  Editor  of  a  Bofton  Pa 
per  :  Paris,  March  29.  —  "  To  the  difgrace  of  our 
country,  and  its  degradation,  in  the  eyes  even  of 
Frenchmen,  there  are  a  number  of  Americans,  who, 
forgetful  of  every  obligation  which  binds  man  to 
man,  are  engaged  in  fitting  out  privateers  to 
cruife  againft  the  American  commerce  ;  and  whofe 
felicitations  have  been  highly  infirumental  in  pro 
curing  the  unjuit  orders  refpecling  American  velfels, 
which  have  been  iffued  by  the  Directory.  I  know 
not  the  names  of  all  the  peribns  thus  concerned, 
but  am  made  acquainted,  that  among  them  the  fol 
lowing  make  a  boail  of  their  depredations,  viz. 
Captain  John  Coffin  Whitney,  Captain  Wil 
liam  Cobell,  Mr.  William  Allis,  Mr.  Ben 
jamin  Callender,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Hatch,  all  of 
your  place,  or  its  vicinity.  There  are  others  whom 
I  have  heard  named  ;  but  they  have  been  afhamed 
of  their  conduct,  and  have  done  all  in  their  power 
to  repair  it.  I  fyrnpathize  with  the  friends,  parents, 
and  connexions  of  the  perfons  named  ;  as  they  mull 
condemn^  a  cupidity  which  gratifies  itfelf  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  patriot  ifm  ;  and,  to  refcue  myfclf  and  other 
Americans  here  from  the  general  imputation,  I  muft 

requefi 
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requeft  that  you  make  this  as  public  as  you  can. 
Captain  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Marbleliead  ;  Ellery,  of 
Cape  Ann ;  feveral  New-Yorkers,  and  Southers, 
are  on  the  fame  black  lift." 

SpanlJJi  Cruelly. — New- York,  June  10.  Captain 
Pratt,  jufl  arrived  from  Carthagena,  reports  that, 
while  he  lay  there,  the  fchooner  Polly  and  Jenny, 
Captain  Parfons,  of  fourteen  guns,  from  Jamaica, 
was  brought  in  there  ;  which,  after  an  engagement 
of  two  hours  with  two  Spanifh  privateers,  one  of 
fixteen,  the  other  of  ten  guns,  to  the  leeward  of 
Carthagena,  was  boarded  ;  the  Captain,  firft  and 
fecond  lieutenant,  furgeon,  and  two  of  the  people, 
murdered  in  the  cabin  !  The  Captain  was  hauled 
upon  deck,  and  had  his  head  chopped  off !  Thofe 
who  were  not  Engliihmen  on  board  efcaped  this 
treatment.  This  was  told  Captain  Pratt  by  the  re 
mainder  of  the  Polly  and  Jenny's  crew. 

Mutiny  in  the  Fleet. — Boflon  (fame  date  as  the 
above  article).  A  ferious  mutiny  broke  out  in  the 
whole  Britifh  channel  fleet  the  i5th  of  April.  On 
that  day,  when  Admiral  Bridport  ordered  the  fleet 
to  prepare  for  fea,  inftead  of  weighing  anchor,  the 
crew  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  gave  three  cheers  as  a 
fignal  of  difatFecTion  ;  as  the  plan  had  been  preme 
ditated,  the  reft  of  the  crew  followed.  The  officers, 
thunder- flruck,  could  do  nothing.  They  werefoon 
all  confined,  and  ropes  hung  from  the  fore-yard  arm 
in  terrorem  to  the  unpopular  of  the  fleet.  Deputies 
from  each  fliip  repaired  on  hoard  the  Queen  Char 
lotte,  a  firrl  rate  ;  and  the  mutiny,  in  confequence 
of  an  intemperate  procedure  of  Admiral  Gardner, 
afTumed  the  mofl  alarming  afpecl.  The  demands 
of  the  feamen  were  an  advance  of  pay  to  thirty  fhil- 
lings  per  month  ;  a  due  allowance  of  provifions  ;  a 
more  equal  diftribution  of  prize-money,  and  the  dif- 

VOL.  vi.  j>  placement 
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placement  of  feveral  obnoxious  officers.  Thefe  de 
mands  created  the  mod  alarming  apprehenfions  in 
the  BrUifh  Miniflry  ;  but  they  were  complied  with 
in  their  fulled  extent.  Admiral  Bridport  communi 
cated  to  the  crews  the  conceflion  of  the  Government, 
and  a  pardon  from  the  King  ;  on  which  they  all  re 
turned  to  their  duty.  The  contagion  fpread  through 
every  port  in  England. 

A  new  loan  of  1  8,000,  ooo/.  was  carried  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  May  2,  193  againil  50. 

No  intelligence  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  who  had  been  lent  to  Vienna  on  a  paci 
fic  embafTy. 

Twenty-one  counties,  cities,  and  towns,  have 
petitioned  for  peace  and  the  difmiffal  of  Pitt.  Other 
counties  were  affembling. 

Three  percent,  confols,  May  4,  48  1-2  *. 

TUESDAY,    13th  JUNE. 

fames  Gallantry.  —  Some  of  the  papers  fport  Mr, 
Thomas  Paine  as  a  man  of  gallantry.  They  fay, 
iince  his  laft  trip  to  Paris,  he  was  caught  on  his 
knees  at  a  lady's  feet  by  her  huiband.  The  French 
man,  aftonifhed  at  what  he  faw,  exclaimed,  "  Fat 
the  devil  be  you  doing  ^  Citizen  Paine  ?"  —  '*  Only"  re 
plied  Paine,  "  meafuring  your  lady  for  a  fair  ofjlays" 
The  Frenchman,  quite  pleated  with  Tom's  anfwer, 
and  thanked  him  for  liis  politenefs. 


*  To  infert  articles  of  foreign  news  is  contrary  to  my  plan  ;  and 
I  have  only  given  a  place  to  thefe  two  articles  by  way  of  preferving 
the  date  of  the  moft  diftrefling  news  that  ever  reached  me.  We 
now  [1799]  know  that  a  great  deal  of  what  is  contained  in  thefe 
articles  was  falie;  but  wealfoknow,  that  too  much  of  it  was  true. 
Never  was  England  fo  near  the  brink  of  defrruction.  I  never  felt 
any  thing  like  doubt,  as  to  the  reiult  of  the  war,  except  at  the 
receipt  or  this  news  ;  and  then  I  confefs  I  was  alarmed,  though  I 
did  not  defpair.  I  ftill  relied  on  the  virtue  and  bravery  of  the  na 
tion  ;  but  the  gloom  wasiuch  as  1  could  not  fee  through. 

WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY,  i4th  JUNE. 

Definition  of  a  Patriot. — To  Peter  Porcupine.  A 
correfpondent  of  yours  in  one  of  your  papers,  in 
noticing  fome  ftri&ures  by  the  O'Careys,  has  given 
them  the  fignificant  title  of  Irifh  patriots.  As  the 
etymological  hiflory  of  this  word  is  not,  perhaps, 
very  generally  underftood,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  handing  you  the  following  definition. 

The  word  patriot  has  its  origin  from  one  Pat,  an 
Irifhman,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Oliver  CromwelL 
He  was  a  very  turbulent  and  noify  fellow  ;  always 
raving  again  ft  the  then  republican  Government,  and 
often  kicking  up  a  Riot :  from  whence,  the  people 
ufed  to  obferve  on  thefe  occafions,  that  Pat  riots. 
The  two  words  have  fince  become  one,  by  being 
modelled  into  that  of  patriot. 

Mr.  Pinckney. — Letter  from  Harrifbnrg.  SIR,  It 
appears  that  our  rejected  envoy  pofTefTes  the  Chrif- 
tian  virtue  of  humility  in  an  eminent  degree  ;  when 
he  is  fmitten  upon  one  cheek  he  very  cordially  turns 
the  other,  and  fervently  prays  for  his  enemies,  though 
they  defpitefully  ufe  and  perfecute  him.  Not  with- 
ilanding  his  country  has  been  loaded  with  every  in 
dignity  that  a  French  Direclory  is  capable  of  offer 
ing,  and  himfelf  treated  with  every  perfonal  infult, 
except  the  lad,  that  of  being  whipped  or  kicked  out  of 
France  (which,  from  every  appearance,  would  have 
been  the  cafe  had  he  continued  there  much  longer), 
he  concludes  one  of  his  difpatchcs  to  Mr.  Pickering 
in  thefe  remarkable  words  :  "  No  perfonal  flights  can 
prevent  me  from  moft  earneftly  praying  that  the  in 
dependence  and  liberty  of  France  may  be  firmly  fe- 
cured  by  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  peace."  He  dates 
one  of  his  letters  to  La  Croix,  "  7th  Pluviofe,"  ad- 
dreffes  him  by  the  title  of  "  Citizen  Mini  ft er,"  and 

D  z  concludes, 
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concludes,  "  Accept  the  affurance  of  my  perfeft  con 
federation"  This  (ridiculous  and  contemptible  at  all 
times)  is,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  mean, 
fervile,  and  degrading.  If  he  could  have  fqueezed 
in  "  falut  et  fraternite,"  we  fhould  have  had  a 
complete  formulary  of  republican  epiftolary  cant; 
though  we  have  no  right  to  complain,  as  he  has 
done  tolerably  well,  conlidering  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
letter  alluded  to.  When  did  the  people  of  America 
adopt  this  jargon  ?  I  believe  we  are  all  fully  fatisfied 
with  our  old  mode  of  ftyle  and  addrefs,  and  have  not 
yet  feen'the  neceflity  of  an  alteration  ;  particularly 
to  footh  and  flatter  a  nation  which  is  at  this  moment 
trampling  upon  our  dearefl  rights  and  adding  infult 
to  injury.  And  yet,  after  fpending  many  days  in  de 
bating  whether  any  infults  have  been  offered  to  our 
country,  Congrefs  have  at  length  determined  the 
point  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  two  votes 
(fifty  to  forty-eight).  O  tny  country  !  how  art  thou 
fallen  !  AN  AMERICAN. 

[The  above  remarks  are  juft  fuch  as  I  would  wifb 
to  have  been  the  author  of.  Mr.  Pinckney  certainly 
did  not  behave  with  the  dignity  of  a  Minifler  from 
an  independent  State.  What  has  been  termed  pru- 
.  dence,  and  calmne/s,  will  meet  with  another  name 
from  the  voice  of  other  nations,  and  from  the  pen  of 
the  hiitorian  ;  and  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  atheift 
calendar,  it  falls  little  fhort  of  the  apoftate  cere 
mony  of  trampling  upon  the  crofs.] 

THURSDAY,  15th  JUNE. 

Sieyes. — From  a  Paris  paper  of  April  n.  "  A 
c<  moniier,  a  prieit,  ci-devant  curate  of  Dragui- 
"  gnan,  entered  this  morning  the  houfe  of  Sieyes, 
"  member  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  under 
"  pretence  of  afking  fome  relief,  and  fhot  him  with 
"  a  piiiol.  Sieyes,  while  he  was  endeavouring  to 
i  "  put 
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"  put  afide  the  piftol  from  his  breaft  with  his  left 
<c  hand,  received  two  balls  in  his  arm  ;  a  third  grazed 
"  his  haunch.  The  wound,  though  deep,  fortu- 
"  nately  does  not  appear  to  be  mortal.  Poul  is  the 
"  name  of  the  affalTin,  a  relation  of  the  famous 
ce  preacher  of  that  name.  He  is  arrefled.  A  num- 
*c  her  of  papers  were  found  upon  him,  of  which  we 
"  do  not  yet  know  the  contents  *." 

French  Intrigues  in  Georgia. — The  following  letter 
was  received  by  Saturday's  pofl,  but  it  came  too  late 
for  infertion  on  that  day.  The  reader  will  perceive 
that  it  is  written  by  a  foreigner,  and  will  make  al 
lowances  accordingly. 

Char] eft  on,  2  d  June,   1^97. 
Mr.  Peter  Porcupine, 

If  you  flattered  yourfelf  becaufe  Adet's  diplomatic 
blunderbufs  has  made  no  great  execution  in  a  north 
ern  direction,  it  would  have  fHll  lefs  effect  in  a 
fouthern  one,  let  me  tell  you  that  you  are  greatly 
miftaken. 

*  A  Paris  nevvfmonger  may  call  this  expulfed  prieft  a  monfter, 
if  he  pleafes,  nor  will  any  one  attempt  to  juftiry  him  ;  but  if  ever 
an  aflaflin  deferved  to  be  called  an  avenger  of  his  country's  wrongs, 
he  who  puts  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  infamous  Sieyes  will  moft  cer 
tainly  deferve  it.  This  wretch  was  himfelf  a  Romifh  clergyman,  and 
(as  is  common  with  apoftates)  become  the  moft  favage  of  the  per- 
fecutors  of  the  body  to  which  he  had  belonged.  He  was  one  of 
thofe  whom  Playt'air  (in  his  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm)  reprefents  as 
celebrating  with  every  demonftration  of  joy  the  bloody  maflacres  of 
St.  Domingo ;  and  he  is  well  known  to  be  the  man  who  had  the 
principal  part  in  organizing  the  boly  infurreclion  of  the  loth  of 
Anguft,  for  which  he  afterwards  pafled  ientence  of  death  on  his 
Sovereign. 

He  has  been  of  all  parties,  and  well  with  all.  In  a  contro- 
verfy  with  Tom  Paine  he  defended  monarchy  as  preferable  to  a 
republic.  He  has  fucceflively  acted  with  Bi  iflbt,  Marat,  Danton, 
Robefpierre,  Barrere,  Tallien,  and  is  at  this  moment  (if  the  world 
is  not  delivered  of  him)  active,  plotting,  under  the  devil  of  the  five 
tyrants.  So  that,  I  think,  the  Paris  nevvfmonger  might  have  ap 
plied  the  term  monfttr  to  the  patient  rather  than  to  the  dpctor. 

I>   *  To 
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To  convince  you  of  your  error,  know  then  (and  f 
am  told  it  is  no  more  a  fecret)  that  warlike  prepara 
tions  are  made  in  fome  part  of  Georgia,  cither  to  fly 
to  the  afliilance  of  the  town  of  St.  Auguftine,  fup- 
poi^d  to  be  attacked  before  long  by  the  Englifh, 
or  to  take  a  previous  pofTeffion  of  it  and  of  the 
whole  province  of  Eaft  Florida  in  the  name  of  the 
French  Republic.  Know  that,  belides  feveral  re 
cruits  of  that  nation,  abuut  fifteen  hundred  of  our 
own  countrymen  from  the  back  parts  of  the  fouthern 
States,  are  in  readinefs  to  march  on  that  expedi 
tion,  under  the  command  of  General  Clarke,  and 
headed  by  Spanifh,  German,  and  French  officers. 
Know,  that  the  monies  draughted  out  of  the  treafu- 
ries  of  their  State  by  the  Legiilature  to  pay  its  pri 
vate  debt  to  France,  are  employed  by  her  Agent  for 
clothing,  paying,  and  fitting  out  with  arms  and 
ammunitions,  that  body  of  men,  in  joint  expenfes 
with  the  Spanifh  Conful.  Know,  that  a  certain  French 

Baron,  de  B y,  who  came  laft  year  to  this  city  from 

Philadelphia  in  company  with  the  Duke  of  Liancourt, 
under  a  difguife  very  often  adopted  in  this  part  of 
the  world  by  French  fpies,  that  of  itinerant  bota- 
niils  ;  and  who  went  back  by  himfelf  to  Philadelphia 
Ly  land  upon  the  very  identical  track  of  Moniieur 
Genet,  is  juit  returned  again,  and  landed  in  this 
town,  where  his  firft  queftion  has  been,  What  is 
the  people's  opinion  about  the  new  President's  fpcech 
to  pongrefs  ? 

You  may  therefore  conclude,  Mr.  Porcupine,  from 
the  afpeel  of  things  in  thefe  fouthern  States,  that 
fome  blows  are  prepared  in  the  dark  which  will  foon 
endanger  their  internal  peace  and  welfare  ;  and 
that  if  Adet's  material  body  is  returned  to  the  land 
of  Pluviofe  and  Kilialetre,  his  intriguing  genius, 
like  the  propru  lying  fpirit  of  Ellas,  remains  fcattered 
among  his  difciples  on  this  continent 

I  am  yours,  CAROLINIENSIS. 

3  FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY,  i6th  JUNE. 

Buonaparte's  Rapacity  and  Cruelty. — London,  May 
5.  A  letter  from  Milan  of  the  2  ift  ult.  written  by  a 
gentleman  of  known  refped ability,  ftates  the  follow 
ing  particulars  refpedling  the  fcandalous  condud  of 
the  French  General  in  Italy,  whofe  virtue  and  gene- 
rolity  we  have  fometimes  extolled  in  the  moil  enthu- 
flaftic  ft  rain  : 

"  The  French  owed  the  Venetians  about  28  mil 
lions  for  grain,  cattle,  &c.  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
continental  dominions  of  the  Republic  of  Venice 
had  chiefly  furnifhed  thefe  articles.  The  French 
have  difcharged  this  debt,  by  bringing  about  a  rt  vo 
lution  in  thefe  provinces,  which  are  likewife  fare  to 
be  pillaged  in  the  fame  manner  as  Lombardy.  1m- 
menfe  contributions  will  be  impofed  as  the  price  of 
liberty  ;  public  and  private  property  will  be  plun 
dered,  and  all  young  men  forced  to  enlift,  or  fly, 
that,  in  the  latter  cafe,  their  eftates  may  be  conftf- 
cated.  Buonaparte,  at  the  time  he  figncd  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Pope,  invited  againit  his  Holinefs 
the  dutchy  of  Urbino,  which  has  lately  been  revo 
lutionized.  After  having  induced  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Tufcany  to  pay  four  million  of  livres  on  condi 
tion  of  the  French  garrifon  being  withdrawn  from 
Leghorn,  he  has  ordered  it  to  be  again  occupied  by 
a  whole  divifion.  The  very  moment  the  ftate  of 
Genoa  had  ranfomed  itfelf,  all  its  fubjecls  who  pof- 
feffedany  property  in  the  Imperial  fiefs,  were  cruined 
with  taxes.  Prince  Doria  has  paid  150,000  livres; 
and  the  Fiefques,  the  Balbis,  and  others,  have  been 
faddled  with  enormous  fums. 

"  Buonaparte  has  extorted  from  Lombardy  130 
millions  in  money  and  merchandiie,  without  taking 
into  the  account  the  fpoliations  of  churches,  the 
pillage  of  private  property,  and  the  robberies  com- 
pritted  with  arms  in  hand.  Three  hours  were  fuf- 

p  4  ficient 
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ficient  for  General  Maifena  to  feize  on  the  Mount 
of  Piety  at  Milan,  containing  precious  effects,  to 
the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  livrcs,  and  on  the 
chefts  of  the  hofpitals,  communities,  &c.  The  lame 
line  of  conduct  was  obferved  by  the  French  generate 
at  Bologna,  Modena,  and  Ferrara.  All  the  furniture 
of  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  at  Monza  has  been  pil 
laged.  This  prince  had  removed  a  confiderable 
part  of  his  effects  to  Bergamo,  a  neutral  town  ;  but 
Buonaparte  ordered  them  to  be  carried  off  by 
force,  and  a  piece  of  furniture  worth  fifty  thoufand 
livres,  with  which  the  late  Queen  of  France  had  pre- 
lented  -the  Archdutchefs,  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  his 
wife. 

ec  Salicetti  has  by  thefe  means  raifed  a  fortune  of 
four  millions;  Buonaparte,  a  ftill  greater;  and  all 
the- other  generals  and  commiflioners  have  collected 
confiderable  wealth. 

4<  In  addition  to  the  robberies  committed,  Buona 
parte  has  received  confiderable  fums  from  Genoa, 
Venice,  and  the  Pope,  on  his  promifing  to  fpare 
them.  As  to  the  direct  contribution  in  money, 
Lombardy  has  paid  upwards  of  fixty-five  millions. 
As  the  capital  in  circulation  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  twenty  millions,  it  became  neceflary  to  dif- 
chargc  the  remainder  in  merchandiie,  plate,  and 
with  money  borrowed  at  Genoa.  Count  Litta,  after 
having  paid  500,000  livres,  has  fled  for  fear  of  worfe 
treatment,  and  Count  Grepi  to  pay  900,000  livres. 
All  the  inhabitants  of  Milan  had  been  ordered,  on 
pain  of  confifcation  and  banifhment,  to  return  to 
town  ;  and  now  the  permifTion  to  withdraw  to  their 
villas  is  fold  them  for  4000  livres  per  month.  Mar- 
cheli,  the  celebrated  finger,  having  refufed  to  appear 
on  the  ftage,  was  ordered  by  Buonaparte  to  quit 
Lombardy  within  three  days,  and  not  to  return  on 
pain  of  death. 

"  A  beautiful  paffage  of  TaiTo's  Jerufalem  ap 
pears 
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pears  extremely  appropriate  to  the  prefcnt  fratc 
of  Italy.  It  is  thus  tranflated  by  the  elegant  Mr. 
Hoole  : 

"  Shall  then  a  favage  race,  whofe  barbarous  mind 
No  reaiba  governs,  and  na  laws  can  bind — 
Shall  ihefe,  inlatiateftill  of  wealth  and  blood, 
Lay  on  our  willing  necks  the  iervileload  ? 
Such  are  the  fufferingandth'  infulting  icorn, 
Which  feven  long  years  our  paffive  train  hns  borne  : 
That  diftant  Rome  may  blufh  to  hear  our  mnme, 
And  future  times  reproach  th'  .Italian  name.'' 

French  and  Spaniards  unite  to  plunder l  the  Ameri 
cans. — The  fhip  Alfred,  of  Bofton,  Captain  Afguith, 
bound  from  Lifbonto  SafFee,  with  12,000  dollars  on 
board,  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  who 
took  out  the  money,  and  put  it  in  the  privateer,  and 
put  men  on  board  to  bring  her  into  Ceuta ;  but  oil 
the  i4th  of  April  was  captured  by  Admiral  Jervis, 
who  liberated  her,  and  delired  the  Captain  to  go  to 
Cadiz  to  leek  redrefs  for  the  money,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  6th  the  Captain  ran  the  fhip  on  fhore, 
fix  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Cadiz.  The  Captain 
and  crew,  on  their  arrival  at  Cadiz,  were  put  in  irons 
in  the  caftle  called  Santa  Pietre. 


SATURDAY,   i7thJuNE. 

Poft-office  Rafcality. — It  will  be  recollected,  per 
haps,  that  I  fometime  ago  publicly  complained  of 
the  injury  I  was  likely  io  fuftain  from  the  foul  play 
fhown  to  my  paper,  in  its  paffage  to  diflant  places. 
I  then  intimated,  that  it  mufl  certainly  be  afcribable 
to  the  poft-mafters  on  the  road;  and  I  think  the 
following  extra 61  of  a  letter  will  convince  the  pub- 
liCjthat  my  charge  was  not  ill  founded. 

"  Stocklridge,  Majfachufetts,  §th  June,  1797. 

«  SIR,  By  the  affiftaoice   of  Mi\ ,  I  have 

"  become 


*; 
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become  a  fubfcriber  for  your  Gazette.  I  received 
your  papers  regularly  for  two  or  three  weeks,  but 
"  fince  that,  for  feveral  fucceffive  weeks,  the  bills  of 
*£  fqftage  have  come,  but  not  a  fmgle  paper.  I  am 
"  much  di {"appointed,  as  I  valued  your  Gazette  more 
"  highly  than  any  other  paper  we  receive,  and  in- 
"  tended  to  prefer ve  them  with  the  utmoft  care.  I 
"  am  not  inclined  to  think  that  the  poft-matfer  at 
"  Philadelphia  is  fo  inattentive  as  to  fend  a  bill 
**  weekly,  and  omit  feuding  the  papers  ;  but  it  is  owing 
"  to  the  treachery  of  fome  fcoi mdrel  on  the  road." 

From  the  bills  of  pojlage  having  regularly  got  to 
hand,  it  is  clear,  that  the  papers  were  as  regularly 
lodged  in  the  poll- office  here,  and  as  they  have  not 
arrived  at  Stockbridge,  they  muft  have  been  detained 
by  fome  poft-majler  or  poft-  majlers. 

I  have  complaints  of  the  fame  kind  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Frederic'kjburght  and  from  the  town 
of  Norfolk,  at  which  latter  place,  the  printers  Willet 
and  O'Connor,  who  have  always  had  a  paper  regu 
larly  fent,  without  a  fingle  omiffion,  complain  of 
never  having  received  one. 

To  fupprefs  fo  daftardly  and  afTaflin-like  a  con- 
fpiracy  againfl  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  fo  con 
temptuous  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  Union,  I  am 
induced  to  offer  to  any  one  who  will  give  informa 
tion  againfl  any  poit-mafter,  or  deputy,  who  fhall 
flcal,  or  by  detention,  or  otherwife  retard  the  progrefs 
of  Porcupine's  Gazette,  fo  that  the  laid  pofl-mafter, 
or  deputy,  may  be  profecuted  to  conviction,  the  fum 
of  live  hundred  dollars  ;  and  I  do  hereby  offer,  and 
engage  myfelf  to  pay  the  faid  fum  to  fuch  informer, 
in  ten  days  after  fuch  conviction  fhall  take  place  in, 
any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

W&-  COBBETT. 

PhiladelfKu,  June  15,  1797. 

Partiality 


JUNE,  1797.  43 

Partiality  for  France. — MR.  PORCUPINE,  The 
fear  of  offending  France,  and  the  danger  of  bringing 
On  ourfelves  her  terrible  arms,  is  the  burden  ot  the 
fong  with  all  the  oppoiition  members  in  Congrefs. 
Although  they  are  feniible  that  our  commerce  is  in 
danger  of  being  annihilated,  and  that  our  feamen 
will  all  defert  into  foreign  fervice,  if  Government 
does  not  take  fome  effectual  means  to  protect  them ; 
that  protection  is  as  much  a  duty  as  allegiance,  and 
repugnant  neither  to  the  law  of  nations,  nor  to  the 
treaties  exifting  between  the  two  countries  ;  they 
are  11  ill  haunted  by  the  terrors  of  war  ;  they  have 
but  one  anfwer  to  all  kinds  of  arguments  on  the 
fubject  ;  but  one  unvarying  difmal  cuckoo- fong. 

Thcfe  philofophiTS  ihudder  at  the  very  thought  of 
arms  ;  the  idea  oftfhedding  blood,  even  in  their  own 
defence,  makes  tide  fweet  milk  of  humanity  fland 
ilill,  and  curdle  in'  their  veins.  It  is  very  true,  they 
confefs  we  have  been  robbed  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars  ;  our  Government  ha£  been 
fhamefully  intuited;  our  Minifter  has  been  difmiff- 
ed  like  a  fpy  or  a  vagabond  ;  our  feamen  are  dying 
by  fcores  in  French  prifons  ;  and  the  French  Hill 
continue  their  piracies  ;  but  we  had  better  lofe  all, 
fay  they,  and  fufTer  all,  than  prepare  to  defend  our 
felves,  or  even  to  talk  about  it  ;  the  Directory  will 
hear  of  it,  and  we  fhall  certainly  have  a  war. 

One  would  imagine,  that  the  oppofition  were 
all  converted  into  good  peaceable  Quakers,  if  he  did 
not  recollect  the  eagernefs  that  the  fame  men  difco- 
vered,  about  two  years  iince,  to  go  to  war  with  Eng 
land,  for  fpoliations  inconfiderable,  when  compared 
with  thofc  of  France  ;  that  it  required  all  the  ad- 
drefs,  the  influence,  and  firmnefs  of  Wafhington,  to 
preferve  the  peace;  or,  if  he  had  forgot  their  extrava 
gant  rejoicings  for  the  bloody  victories  of  France, 
her  opprelfion  and  tyranny  over  the  furrounding 
nations.  But  tbefe  fads,  recorded  in  all  the  Gazettes 

of 
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of  the  day,  to  the  lading  infamy  of  thefe  hypocritical 
friends  of  peace,  furnifh  a  key  to  unlock  the  fecret. 
The  truth  is,  and  it  is  a  fact  I  wifh.  the  reader  to  re 
member,  they  have  not  the  leaft  fcruple  whatever  to 
plunge  their  country  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
by  which  we  fhould  lofe  more  in  one  year,  than  by 
the  enmity  of  France  in  ten  ;  but  rather  than  quar 
rel  with  the  grand  Republic,  they  would  fubmit  to 
any  thing,  however  injurious  or  degrading.  They 
are  ready  to  palliate,  if  not  juftify,  all  her  enormities  ; 
to  make  treaties,  or  to  unmake  them,  as  fhe  fhall 
dictate  :  nay,  fo  exceffive  is  their  complaifance,  that 
they  are  willing  not  only  to  pardon  all  her  offences, 
to  cancel  all  her  debts,  but  to  transfer  the  guilt  of 
her  crimes  to  what  they  are  bale  enough  to  call  the 
errors  of  their  own  Government.  , 

If  this  is  not  French  influence,  \s>it  is  not  treachery 
to  the  United  States,  I  do  not  k£Jow  what  name  to 
give  it. 

French  Decrees  agalnji  the  United  States. — FRENCH 
ARRET  of  April  10.  "  The  Executive  Directory 
directs  that  the  paffports  granted  by  the  Miniflcrs 
and  diplomatic  Envoys  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  paffports  certified  by  them,  fhall  not 
be  admitted,  nor  acknowledged  of  any  authority. 

"  The  Minifter  of  Police  is  charged  with  the  exe 
cution  of  this  arret,  which  ihall  be  printed. 

(Signed)  "  REWBRLL,  Prelident. 

"  LAGARDE,  Sec.  Gen," 

1 9th.  It  is  ftatcd  as  a  certain  fact,  that  the  Minif- 
tcr  of  External  Relations  has  written  to  the  Com- 
rniffioners  of  the  Treafury,  riot  to  pay  any  fums  due 
to  the  Americans.  Has  Charles  DC  la  Croix  had  the 
dexterity  to  break  altogether  an  alliance  which  Ro- 
befpierre  himtelf  reflected  ?  He  is^  without  doubt,- 

ignorant 
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ignorant  how  much  commerce  and  maritime  advan 
tage  this  rupture  will  hold  out  to  England. 


MONDAY,  19th  JUNE. 

Blockade  of  Cadiz. — Captain  John  Barton,  from 
Cadiz,  has  politely  handed  us  the  following  : 

His  Britannic  Majefty  s  Snip  Captain, 
SIR,  off  Cadiz,  iithdpril,  1797. 

In  confequence  of  the  unprovoked  declaration  of 
war  from  his  Catholic  Majefty,  again  ft  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  the  Britifh  nation,  it  is  found  right  that 
Spain  fhould  no  longer  have  any  trade. 

I  have  therefore  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that 
110  neutral  vefTel  fhall  hereafter  be  fuffered  to  enter  or 
leave  the  port  of  Cadiz,  without  having  obtained  my 
permiffioh,  or  that  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Britiih  fleet,  that  from  this  moment  Cadiz  is  to 
.be  confidered  as  a  blockaded  port. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

HORATIO  NELSON. 
To  flic  Danifh  Conful. 

Jofe  Yznardy  Efq.  Pro-conful  General  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Cadiz,  &c. 

It  is  hereby  made  known,  in  the  name  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  meet  and 
is  necefTary  for  the  better  fecurity  of  commerce,  that 
all  veffels  now  in  the  bay,  cleared  by  this  confulate, 
fhould  fufpend'. their  failing  until  further  orders ;  and 
whatever  captain  tranfgreffes  this  notice,  is  to  be 
accountable  for  all  and  every  confequence  which 
may  refult  from  his  difobedience,  either  againfl 
any  particular  American  citizen,  or  the  nation  at 
large. 

Cadiz,  i  ^th  April,  1797. 

Poftfcrift 
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Pqftfcript  to  Admiral  Nelfon's  Order,  publifhed  in 
this  Gazette  of  Friday  laft. 

P.  S.  Rear-admiral  Ndfon  requcfts  the  American 
Conful  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  direct  his  letter  to 
the  Dantlh  Conful,  and  make  it  public  for  the  in 
formation  of  all  other  confuls. 

Copy  of  the  Letter  addreffed  to  Rear-admiral  Nelfon, 

SIR,  Cadiz,  j4fril  15,  1797. 

The  American  Conful  reiiding  in   this  city    has 
fhown  us  the  official  note  which  you  have  adclrefTed 
to  him,  wherein  you  mention  that  this  is  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  a  blockaded  port,  and  that  no  velfel  will 
be  fuffered  to  pafs  in  or  out,  without  your  or  the 
Chief  Commander's  leave.     We  cannot  but  exprefs 
ourfurprifeat  this  unexpe&ed  intelligence,  the  more 
fo,  as  laid  meafure  is  contrary  to  the  exiiting  treaties 
of  amity  and  commerce  between  our  refpeclive  fove- 
reigns  and  nations,  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  Britifh  nation.  Appearing,  as  it  does  by  your 
faid  official  note,  that  an  abfolute  power  is  invefled 
in  the  Chief  Commander  and  in  you,  we  deem  it  a 
duty  highly  incumbent  upon  us,  before  we  commu 
nicate  the  needful  information  to  our  refpeclive  fu- 
periors,  to  reqneft  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  us  in 
anfwer,    whether   veiTels  belonging   to  Americans, 
Danes,  Swedes,  Venetians,  and  Genoefe,  fome  now 
ready  to  put  to  fea,  and  others  partly  loaded,  bound 
for  neutral   ports,    and   furnifhed  with   certificates 
fpecifying  the  property  on  board  to  be  bona  fide  neu 
tral,  will  be  fuffered  to  proceed  on  their  voyages, 
without  running  the  rifk  of  being  detained ;   and 
we  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  we  conceive  an  explicit 
and  categorical  anfwer  on  this  important  head,   due 
to  the   permanent  friendship  profefled  by  our   re- 
fpediive  nations,  and  the  conltant  deiire  they  Ihow 

to 
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to  continue  in  amity  and  good  undemanding  with 
his  Britannic  Majefiy  and  the  Britifh  nation. 

In  cafe  you  fhould  not  judge  proper  to  grant  faid 
requeft,  we  have  to  beg  your  precife  information 
thereon,  that  we  may  jointly  ditpatch  an  exprels  to 
the  court  of  London,  in  order  to  folicit  the  juil  ac~ 
eomplifhment  of  this  application, 

(COPY.) 

FilhJefaris,  off  Cadiz, 
GENTLEMEN,  19^  April,  1797. 

Although  I  do  by  no  means  admit  the  reafoning 
in  your  letter  of  the  ifth  iniiant,  addreired  to  Pvear- 
admiral  Nelfon,  that  the  blockade  of  an  enemy's 
port  is  unufual,  much  lefs  unprecedented  ;  having 
in  two  inltances  carried  a  fimilar  meafure  into  exe 
cution  during  the  lad  year,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
viz.  Toulon  and  Leghorn  ;  I  have  great  fatisfaclion 
•in  relieving  the  minds  of  the  merchants  of  neutral 
powers  refident  in  Cadiz,  by  giving  you  the^  rnoft  un 
equivocal  affurances,  that  the  fhips  and  veflbls  of 
neutral  nations,  loaded  with  bona  fide  property  of 
neutral  mercliants,  carrying  clear  and  authentic  do 
cuments  in  proof  thereof,  will  (upon  prefenting  them 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fquadron  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty's  fhips  under  my  command)  be 
permitted  to  proceed  from  Cadiz  to  their  refpec- 
tive  deftinations,  after  fuch  examination  as  the  faid 
officer  fhali  in  his  difcretion  judge  neceflary  to 
make. 

(Signed)  JERVIS. 

Neutral  Confuls  refident  at  Cadiz. 

MlL&ne,  the  French  Spy ,  in  Canada. — We  learn,  by 
undoubted  authority,  that  a  certain  Major  M'Lane, 
from  the  State  of  Rhode  liland,  and  a  brother  of  his, 
a  Thomas  Butterfield,  from  this  State,  have  lately 
been  apprehended,  and  are  nc\v  in  icons  iu  Quebec, 

upon 


48  GAZETTE  SELECTIO! 

upon  fomething  more  thu  )  a  <u  of  ties  (enable 

?raclices  again  (I  the  govemu-suu  ^,e. 

t  was  found  that  Major  M'Laiie  hi  -A  a  c  irnif^ipn 
under  the  French  Republic,  was  under  pay.  and. fop 
about  two  years  paft  had  been  faithfully  employed 
among  the  French  inhabitants,  whifpering  ledition 
in  their  ears,  founding  their  difpoiitions,  and  endea 
vouring  to  engage  them  to  rife  againft  their  prefent 
government.  On  examination  it  appeared,  that  this 
was  a  branch  of  an  extenfive  plan  of  operations  fet 
tled  in  the  French  cabinet  ;  that  M'Lane  had  fo  far 
fucceeded  in  his  eriterpriie,  that,  upon  the  arrival  of 
a  French  fleet  in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  the  maga 
zines  were  to  be  blown  np,  and  the  French  inhabit 
ants  to  rife  in  a  mafs,  fly  to  arms,  and  exterminate 
the  Englifh.  Several  characters  in  this  State  are  im 
plicated  as  participating  in  the  fcheme. 

French  and  American  Flags. — Thelaft  Bofton  Cen- 
tinel,  under  the  head  of  Rumours,  after  mentioning 
ieveral  which  we  have  already  publifhed,  fays,  "  It 
"  is  rumoured  in  this  town,  via  Marblehead,  that 
"  the  French  Council  of  Five  Hundred  has  ordered 
<{  Barney's  American  flag  *  to  be  taken  down  from 
f(  the  walls  of  their  hall  !  It  will  be  remembered, 
"  that  the  flag  in  queftion  was  never  frejtnted  by  the 
"  American  Governmeiit" 

But  it  will  be  remembered  though,  that  the  French 
flag  in  return  for  it,  was  received  by  the  American  Go 
vernment,  and  by  every  branch  of  it  fucceflively  ; 
and  a  moft  trifling,  childifh  (not  to  fay  fhameful 


*  This  flag  is  called  Barney's,  T  prefume,  becaufe  it  was  carried 
into  the  Convention,  and  delivered  to  the  Prefident,  by  that  rene- 
gn'lo  captain  ;  but  he  acled  under  the  direction  of  Munroe,  the 
American  ambnflador  ;  and  the  flag  that  the  Convention  fent  to 
.the  Congrefs  in  return,  was  formally  received,  and  depoiited  in 
the  archives  by  the  three  branches  of  the  Legiflature. — See  the 
•"  Proff  eft  from  the  Congrtfi  Gallery?* 

and 
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and  fcandalous)  exhibition  it  was.  At  the  time  when 
this  dirty  flag  was  received  here,  no  one  faid  a 
word  again  it  its  reception;  it  is,  therefore,  too  late  to 
difown  the  gift  for  which  it  was  a  return.  The 
befl  way  is,  to  confefs  our  folly,  and  avoid  the  like 
in  future. 

Advertlfement  Extraordinary. — The  following  ex 
traordinary  advertifement  is  copied  from  the  Bolton 
Centinel  of  the  i4th  infr.— "  Whereas  my  wife 
Betfy  has  eloped  from  my  bed  and  board,  and  has 
behaved  in  an  unbecoming  and  indecent  manner,  by 
propagating  the  human  fpecies  in  a  way  other  than 
the  one  prefcribed  by  law  ;  this  is  to  caution  all 
kinds  of  people,  both  black,  white,  or  fiebald, 
againfl  truiling  her  on  my  account  (harbour  they 
may  if  they  can)  ;  as  I  will  not  pay  one  milk  of  her 
contracting  after  this  date. 

"  JOHN  BOLTON. 

"  Bridgewater,  June  14." 


TUESDAY,  zolh  JUNE. 

Sans-culotte  Morality. — From  a  Paris  paper  of.  the 
4th  April. — The  roads  through  the  republican  terri 
tory  continue  to  be  infeiled  by  robbers,  inlbmuch, 
that  thofe  who  have  occafion  to  travel,  having  been 
long  apprized  by  the  public  prints  of  the  number  of 
aflaffi nations  committed  by  thofe  brigands,  no  longer 
expofe  themlelves  by  night  on  the  public  roads.  The 
brigands  thus  finding  their  plans  defeated,  have 
adopted  another  mode,  of  which  one  of  them  be 
came  the  victim  a  few  days  ago. 

In  the  village  of  Trappe,  about  a  league  dirtant 
from  Verfailles,  a  traveller  found  himfelf  benighted. 
The  roads  near  the  village  being  unfafe,  he  determined 
to  ileep  there.  He  entered  into  a  fmall  tavern,  and 
converfed  with  the  wife,  in  whole  converfation  he 

VOL.  vi.  js  thought 
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thought  he  could  diftinguiih  an  honeft  heart.  Juff 
as  he  was  on  the  point  of  going  to  bed,  at  half  paft 
ten  o'clock,  he  heard  fome  one  entering  the  houfe  ; 
he  liftened  gently  at  the  door,  to  difcover  whether  it 
was  the  landlord  of  the  tavern,  who  was  abfent  on 
his  arrival.  The  firfl  words  he  heard,  were  addrelied 
by  the  wife  to  the  hulband  :  "  Have  you  found  any 
game  this  evening?" — "No,"  replied  the  huiband. 
"  We  have  tome  above  flairs,"  laid  the  wife.  They 
now  went  in,  and  the  traveller  heard  no  more.  His 
fituation  was  terrible,  To  remain  where  he  was,  was 
dangerous  ;  to  make  a  pretext  for  going  out,  full 
more  fo.  He  ftirred  the  cinders,  as  if  in  the  acl:  of 
covering  the  fire,  let  his  fhoes  fall,  and,  in  a  word, 
made  pretty  nearly  the  noife  of  a  perfon  going  to 
bed.  lie  now  feated  himfelfon  the  bed,  kept  his 
piftols  and  fword  in  readinefs,  and  expected,  not 
without  agitation,  the  moment  when  he  forefaw  he 
fhould  be  attacked.  At  midnight,  the  noife  of  a 
ladder  placed  againft  the  wall,  and  that  of  a  trap 
railed  at  the  bed-ride,  convinced  him  of  the  attempt 
which  was  about  to  be  made.  He  crept  by  the  foot 
of  the  bed,  and  at  the  inftant  when  the  tavern- 
keeper  had  half  entered  the  room,  he  made  a  cut  at 
his  head  with  a  iabre.  The  latter  fell  into  the 
apartment  below.  The  light  being  extinguished, 
the  woman,  who  mi.ftopk  her  wounded  huiband  for 
the  traveller,  laid  hold  of  him  and  cut  his  throat. 
At  this  moment  the  trampling  of  horfes  was  heard;, 
the  traveller  looked  out  at  the  window,  and  perceived 
a  body  of  gendarmes  who  were  returning  from  efcort- 
ing  the  mail.  He  gave  an  alarm,  and  the  gendarmes 
forced  the  door.  The  traveller  told  his  ftory.  The 
gendarmes  feized  both  him  and  the  woman,  and 
conducted  them  to  prifon  at  Vcrfailles,  where  they 
are  now  trying  by  the  Criminal  Tribunal  of  the  de 
partment  of  Seine  and  Oife. 

Premium 
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^Premium  on  the  Capture  of  American  Flour. — The 
Commiflion  of  St.  Domingo  have  refolved  to  give  a 
bounty  of  half  a  dollar  per  barrel  to  privateer  owners 
and  crews,  for  all  the  flour  they  fhall  lawfully  cap 
ture  and  bring  into  that  port. 

Here  the  conimiffioned  fcoundrels  of  St.  Domingo 
are  endeavouring  to  outwit  the  black  and  mulatto 
pirates,  that  they  equip  to  plunder  the  American 
trade.  The  owners  and  crews  are  promifed  half  a 
dollar  a  barrel  bounty,  on  all  the  flour  they  ihall 
lawfully  capture  and  bring  into  the  iiland ;  but  what 
is  not  lawfully  captured,  as  is  the  cafe  with  nine 
tenths  of  their  prizes,  1  fuppofe  muft  be  fold,  or 
ftored,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commiflioners. 


WEDNESDAY,  2istJuNE. 

Captain  Young  s  ingenious  Deception. — New-York, 
June  19.  Captain  Francis  Young,  of  the  brig  Po- 
lalki,  which  failed  from  this  port  the  26th  April,  off 
Cape  St.  Nicola  Mole,  about  three  leagues,  fell  in 
with  one  French  fchooner  and  three  boats  in  a  calm. 
They  came  within  mufket-fhot  of  him,  and  fired. 
They  hoiiled  national  colours.  The  brig  had  four 
teen  wooden  guns.  Captain  Young  finding  they 
were  refolved  to  come  on  board,  made  two  cartridges 
with  powder,  tarred  canvafs  over  them,  and  then 
wound  rope-yarns  on  them,  until  each  was  as  big  as 
a  man's  head,  leaving  a  hole  for  priming.  He  then 
made  them  fad  to  the  wooden  guns,  and  fired  one 
to  the  leeward,  but  hoifled  no  colours.  They  itill 
approaching,  he  hauled  up  the  courfes,  as  is  cullom- 
ary  when  a  mip  engages,  fet  the  Englifh  colours, 
and  fired  one  of  them  to  the  windward,  which  made 
as  much  report  as  a  fix-pounder.  They  put  back 
for  the  fhore.  The  brig  flood  for  them  until  there 
came  a  good  breeze,  then  made  all  fail,  and  got  off, 

E  2  It 
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Tt  was  that  alone  which  faved  him,  and  a  brig  that 
belonged  to  Philadelphia  that  was  in  company. 


treasonable  Publications.  —  Mr.  PORCU 
PINE,  I  have  often  wondered  at  the  audacity  of  old 
Ben's  grandfon,  and  have  been  furprifed  that  he  has 
not  been  flopped  in  bis  treafonable  career  of  abufe 
againft  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  before 
this  time.  I  am  no  friend  to  needlefs  profccutions 
for  the  offences  of  the  prefs  :  they  are  weeds  natural 
to  the  rich  foil  of  liberty  ;  but  there  are  certain  limits 
beyond  which  they  are  extremely  dangerous,  and 
ought  to  be  checked.  There  is  hardly  a  paper  that 
has  been  ivTued  from  this  peftilential  prefs,  fince  the 
opening  of  the  prefent  Congrefs,  that  has  not  been 
ilrongly  marked  with  fentiments  feditious,  inflam 
matory,  and  libellous.  As  a  fpecimen,  I  have  felecl- 
ed  only  two  or  three  out  of  the  paper  of  yefterday 
morning,  which  I  requeft  you  to  republifh,  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  may  fee  the  enormity, 
and  provide  fome  remedy  for  it,  before  the  evil  be 
comes  incurable.  Speaking  of  the  expenfes  incurred 
by  the  prefent  feflion  of  Congrefs,  he  fays  : 

"  If  this  enormous  expenfe  is  incurred  at  the 
threfhold,  what  may  we  not  expect,  when  effect 
fhall  be  given  to  the  holtile  views  of  John  Adams 
and  theBritifh  faction  ?  If  the  people  are  flill  blind 
ed  to  the  views  of  the  Preficlent  by  three  votes,  and 
his  adherents,  they  will  foon  open  their  eyes  to  as  in. 
famous  afyftem  as  ever  was  attempted  to  be  praclifed 
upon  a  free  people.  Twenty-one  thoufand  dollars 
for  an  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  of  a  man  who  is  medi 
tating  ivar  and  nun  to  the  United  States,  is  fuch  a 
ftupendous  act  of  folly  and  extravagance,  as  fcarcely 
to  be  equalled  in  the  annals  of  any  country. 

4<  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  war-whoop,  talks  about  a 
wound  in  the  American  bofom.  The  King  of 

Great 
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Great  Britain  and  the  Emperor  talked"  in  the  fame 
manner,  he  fays,  and  then  adds,  "  France  has  given 
them  a  falve  for  their  wounds ;  and  if  Mr.  Adams 
will  indulge  his  own  fenlations,  crofs  the  Atlantic, 
and  join  his  two  friends ^  he  will  alfo  find  a  falve  for 
the  wound  in  his  bofom." 

The  quotations  require  no  comment :  they  fpeak 
for  themfelves  :  they  may  be  traced  to  their  fource, 
and  the  reader  will  readily  guefs  where  that  lies, 
when  he  is  told  that  this  proftitute  fon  of  oil  and 
lamp-black  was  the  intimate  of  all  the  French  Mi- 
niflers,  and  difperfes  many  (I  might  fay  hundreds) 
of  his  papers  daily  among  non-fubfcribers. 

This  laft-mentioned  fa6t  I  can  corroborate  ;  for  I 
myfelf  get  every  day  one  of  two  papers  which  Bache 
has,  for  many  months,  continued  to  fend  to  a  perfou 
who  does  not  fubfcribe  to  his  infernal  folio. 

Dreadful  Storm. — Wilmington,  June  19.  On 
Saturday  about  noon,  the  appearance  of  the  horizon 
in  the  north-weft  indicated  a  growing  and  fudden 
gufl :  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three  it  reached 
this  place.  The  thunder  was  fharp,  the  lightning 
vivid,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents.  It  is  remarkable 
that,  during  this  ftorm,  hail,  rain,  and  pieces  of  ice, 
fell  alternately.  In  fome  places  in  the  neighbour 
hood  it  is  aflerted,  that  the  hail,  or  pieces  of  ice, 
meafured  fix  inches  diameter  :  the  windows  of  feve- 
ral  houfes  have  been  Shattered.  We  do  not  hear  of 
any  other  damage  or  accident  occurring. 

Yeflerday  (Sunday)  was  fo  intenfely  warm  and 
clofe,  that  a  refrefhing  breeze  was  fought  in  every 
direction.  In  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  wind 
fhifted  due  north,  and  tosvards  evening  we  were  vi- 
fited  with  a  gull  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  previous 
day,  with  this  difference,  that  no  hail  nor  ice  fell,  but 
the  air  was  fo  fharp  and  cold  as  to  make  the  fire- 
lide  comfortable  :  and  doors,  which  a  few  hours 
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before  had  been  thrown  open  to  caufe  a  free  cirnj- 
lati(;n  oi"  air,  were  as  eagerly  fhut,  as  if  to  guard 
again  ft  a  north  -weft  em  in  the  month  of  December. 
The  gingham  gentry  and  invalids  were  either  cloaked 
or  houled  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening. 


THURSDAY,    22d  JUNE. 

CongreJJional  Indecorum.  —  In  reading  the  debates 
of  our  prelent  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (as  they  are 
called),  how  is  the  mind  of  him  who  loves  his  coun 
try,  and  whole  heart  beats  with  anxiety,  when  any 
thing  occurs  in  which  her  dignity  and  honour  are 
interested,  torn  with  the  mod  excruciating  of  all  re 
flections,  when  he  fees  that  honour  and  that  dignity, 
upon  which  we  fo  much,  and  heretofore  fo  juftly 
prided  ourfelves,  entrufted  to  the  protection  of  a  let 
of  men,  who  feem  fo  little  interefted  in  its  preferva- 
tion  ;  and  that  Houfe,  on  whom  the  public  fafety, 
and  national  character,  depends,  turned  into  an  af- 
fembly  for  the  difplay  of  abilities,  that,  in  many  in- 
fiances,  might  do  honour  to  a  fociety  at  Billingfgate  ! 
Declamation  they  do  ufe,  but  of  what  fpecies  is  it  ? 
The  fubjecl:  perfonal  —  the  end  in  view  perfonal  —  the 
refulting  evil  may,  and  is  very  like  to  have  a  more 
public  influence.  Talents  many  of  them,  without 
doubt,  poflefs;  but  when  talents  are  fo  milerably 
rnifapplied,  in  private  life  they  excite  our  contempt  ; 
in  a  public  fituation,  fo  important  as  the  Reprefent- 
ative  of  a  would-be  free  people,  they  Jliould  caufe  a 
very  different  Keling.;  and  in  moft  inftances  do  raife 
afentiment  that  few,  who  wifh  their  country's  welfare 
at  the  prefent  criiis,  would  willingly  chcriih.  Their 
puerilities,  or,  as  Mr.  Thatcher  terms  it,  their  inno 
cent  mirth,  are  difgu  fling  ;  the  abufe  and  inveclive 
thrown  out  by  one,  arid  recriminated  by  another,  is 
degrading  in  the  lowed  degree.  It  finks  the  indivi 
dual  members  in  the  efteem  of  the  people  ;  it  can 

not 
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not  fail  of  finking  the  refpedabilily  of  the  IToufc  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world.  It  would  have  made  the 
fenate  of  Carthage  blufh  in  its  moil  unpolifhed 
•ftate.  The  members  of  that  corrupt  body  would 
have  fhrunk  from  the  ufe  of  fuch  language  as  forms 
the  ornament  of  mo  ft  of  the  fpeeches  in  our  polite  and 
civi  1  ized  Sanhedrim. 

Yet  let  us  not  boaft  of  what  we  were,  but  look  at 
what  we  are  !  No  more  a  fubjecl:  of  envy,  but  a  mo 
nument  of  pride,  of  impotence,  and  fervility,  for  the 
world  to  gaze  at  !  Pilfered  and  fpurned  by  the/r/fW 
we  folded  to  our  unfufpecling  heart;  a  mere  foot 
ball  to  be  kicked  about  at  the  pleafure  of  every  petty 
European  tyrant  !  without  power,  ieemingly  with 
out  the  wilh  either  to  avoid  or  to  refent  it  ! 

While  this  is  our  lituation,  thofe  dignified  by  the 
title  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  wade  their 
time  and  the  public  money,  in  vague  and  delultory 
debate,  in  calling  each  other  traitors,  fa&ioniits, 
fools,  and  upbraiding  with  guilt  and  treachery,  with 
the  only  apparent  object  of  putting  ftilS  farther 
off,  the  buiinefs  upon  which  they  were  aifembled. 
'Tis  aftoniJhing  !  'tis  diftreflin£ !  'tis  abominable  ! 
Would  to  Heaven  they  would  either  learn  to  talk 
fenfe,  or  elie  go  home :  either  is  preferable  to  the 
prefent. 

FRIDAY,  ^3d  JUNE. 

American  Youth. — Mr.  COBBETT,  You  conclude 
your  remarks  of  Saturday  evening,  on  the  official 
account  of  the  fcanclalous  behaviour  of  the  mod 
magnanimous  and  moil  Catholic  Dons  towards  our 
Government,  through  Mr.  Ellicott,  with  thefe  words : 
"  The  American  youth  are  now  as  gentle  as  lambs  ; 
"  their  hearts,  which  whilom  beat  ib  high.,  now  lie 
**  as  lumpiih  as  a  iieel  dumpling." 

J  beg  leave^  Sir,  to  tell  you,  that  the  independent 
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hearts  ,of  the  American  youth  beat  as  high  now  to 
fignalize  their  valour,  as  they  did  when  Monfieur 
Smith  thought  it  neceffary  to  endeavour  with  his 
boitterous  eloquence  to  wake  their  fpirit.  The 
American  youth  have  been  educated  in  principles  of 
independence,  love  of  freedom  and  their  country. 
When  a  blow  is  aimed  at  her,  when  fhe  is  ufed 
with  indignity,  they  do  not  take  into  coniideration 
who  the  nation  is  that  attempts  to  fubvert  her  inde 
pendence,  but  are  ever  prepared  to  repel  with  indig 
nation  every  fuch  attempt,  to  prove  to  the  world  that 
the  fpirit  of  their  fathers  lives  in  them,  that  they  do 
not  regard  the  qualifications  of  a  mailer,  and  that 
they  will,  to  the  laii  drop  of  their  blood,  defend 
the  government  of  their  country  againft  the  wearers 
of  plain  or  tri-coloured  cockades,  againfl  intriguing 
royalifts  or  intriguing  republicans. 

All  the  reaibn  that  I  can  affign  for  Moniieur 
Smith's  lilence  at  this  critical  .moment,  when  war 
ftares  us  in  the  face,  why  he  and  his  co-operators 
view  the  fame  behaviour  in  different  countries,  in 
different  lights,  is  limply  this  3  their  feelings  are  not 
American  ;  France  is  their  country  ;  the  oppreflbrs 
of  the  world  their  fellow-citizens.  This  was  the 
reafon  why  we  were  not  to  attempt  to  obtain  redrefs 
from  Britain  for  her  aggreffions,  but  immediately 
to  declare  war  againft  her — and  this  is  the  reafon 
why  we  are  now  to  fuffer  every  injury  that  France 
can  poffibly  accumulate  upon  us,  without  daring  to 
fay  more  than  that  her  unparalleled  aggreffions  have 
*'  excited  our  warmeJfJenfiMKty.*' 

Yet  the  hearts  of  the  independent  American  youth 
are  not  a6r,ed  upon  by  fuch  reafons  :  America  is 
their  country,  her  freedom  is  dear  to  their  hearts : 
they  know  that  that  country,  by  the  power  of  her 
arms,  obliged  a  nation  to  acknowledge  her  inde 
pendence,  a  nation  which  has  ever  been  able  to 
conquer  thpfe  who  now  attempt  to  opprefs  as. 

Animated 
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Animated  with  this  reflexion,  whenever  the  fa^- 
thers  of  the  land  think  proper  to  call  upon  them  to 
fignalize  their  valour,  they  will  he  found  ready  to 
prove  that  the  heat  of  their  hearts  is  not  regulated 
by  any  other  conlideration  than  the  weight  uf  the 
infult  offered  their  country.  y 

Remark. — The  fignature  of  the  foregoing  letter  is 
a  fatisfadtory  excufe  for  the  little  irregularities  that 
may  he  found  in  the  ftyle  :  as  to  the  fcntiments, 
they  ftand  in  no  need  of  apology  ;  it  is  only  to  be 
regretted  that  they  are  not  as  generally  prevalent  as 
Juvenis  imagines.  The  young  men  who  were  fo 
proud,  a  year  or  two  ago,  to  decorate  their  hats  and 
caps  with  the  tri-coloured  cockade,  are  not,  1  am 
afraid,  now  ready  to  defend  the  government  of  their 
country  againft  its  wearers  to  the  lalt  drop  of  their 
blood- 


SATURDAY,  24lh  JUNE. 

Mr.  Mar/hall's  Departure  from  Richmond. — -Ri 
mond,  June  21.  On  Thurfday  laft  an  elegant  en 
tertainment  was  given  by  a  number  of  the  gentle 
men  of  Richmond  to  General  Marfhall,  as  a  tefti- 
monial  of  their  pleafure  at  his  being  appointed  one 
of  the  ambaffadors  for  the  adjuftment  of  the  differ 
ences  which  fo  unhappily  exift  betwixt  this  country 
and  the  Republic  of  France.  We  cannot  call  to 
mind  an  inltance  of  the  kind  in  which  fuch  a  general 
harmony  was  difcoverable.  Many  toalts  were  given 
immediately  applicable  to  the  occafion  of  the  feaft, 
which  expreffed  the  livelieft  fentiments  of  afFeclion 
for  the  French — conveying,  at  the  fame  time,  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  injury  we  have  received  from  that 
nation,  and  indicating  a  perfecl  reliance  upon  the 
wifdom  of  our  ambaffadors,  and  the  jiiftlce  of  the 

Republic 
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Republic  for  the  complete  restoration  of  that  friend- 
ihip  which  has  been  fo  unfortunately  difturbed, 

Yeflerday  evening  our  worthy  fellow-citizen 
John  Marfhall,  left  this  city,  in  order  to  join  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Dana,  at  Philadelphia,  from  whence 
they  go  immediately  to  France.  Mr.  Mar  (hall  was 
efcorted  Icven  or  eight  miles  on  the  road  by  the  city 
light-horfe,  by  a  difcharge  of  cannon — in  fhort, 
every  rmirk  of  attention  which  could  be,  was  fhown 
upon  this  occalion.  At  parting  with  his  company, 
the  manly  atpeel  of  the  General  appeared  to  yield 
to  his  natural  icniibility  ;  and  not  having,  at  this 
moment,  words  to  exprels  his  thanks  for  their  po- 
litenefs — a  tear  evinced  the  feelings  of  his  mind, 
and  foretold,  that  his  country's  good  refled  on  his  heart. 
— Health  to  his  perfon — Pleafure  to  his  voyage — and 
SUCCESS  to  the  negotiation  *. 

MONDAY,  26th  JUNE. 

Bache  and  Jefferfon. — Bache  cslls  Mr.  Adams  the 
Prefident  by  three  votes  ;  he  forgets  that  his  friend 
Jefferfon  is  Vice-preiident  by  a  itill  fmaller  number, 
and  though  by  the  confutation  elected,  yet  had 
not  even  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  electors.  Is 
it  like  a  republican  to  reflect  on  the  will  of  the  ma 
jority,  however  final!  ?  Do  not  all  true  republicans 
refpecl  the  will  of  the  majority  ?  Can  republican 
government  be  adminiftered  on  any  other  princi 
ples  ?  Do  Mr.  JefFcrfpn's  friends  recoil  eel  that  the 
ad  for  fixing  the  feat  of  government  on  the  Potow- 


*  Still  the  fame  whining  cant  about  the  ju/licc  of  THE  Repub 
lic?  and  the  "  frienAfhip  wbicb  has  been  fo  UNFORTUNATE  IT 
dlfturbcd"  and  the  vile  hankering  after  the  "  SUCCESS  of  the  ne 
gotiation  /"  Still  the  lame  poor,  pufillawiiious  feiuinients  I  Where 
will  tliis  end  ? 

3  mac 
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mac  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one  in  the  Senate, 
and  of  two  in  the  Representatives,  and  that  the  time 
for  removing  there  is  nearly  at  hand  ?  Let  them 
think  of  theie  things, 

Bofton  Chronicle. — The  American  public  are  re- 
quefted  to  read  the  following  fentiment  in  the  la  ft 
Chronicle — "  For  I  hold  it  would  be  far  betfer  to  have 
"  a  CIVIL  WAR,  than  a  war  with  France."  That 
is  to  fay,  S/tfteagainfl  State- — neighbour  againft  neigh- 
lour—Jon  again  ft  father — and  brother  againft  brother 
• — for  this  is  the  cafe  in  thofe  moft  horrible  of  all 
fcourges,  civil  wars  !  I  put  the  French  and  all  other 
foreigners  out  of  fight  in  this  inftance  ;  for  our  le 
gally  conftituted  authorities  will  take,  I  doubt  not, 
proper  {reps  with  them,  and  proper  care  of  our- 
felves.  I  only  mean  to  attrad:  the  public  attention 
to  a  treasonable  Jentiment,  which  ought  not  to  pafs, 
like  the  ordinary  abufe  of  the  Chronicle,  unnoticed. 
If  there  be  any  relation  of  Marat's  in  this  country 
capable  of  writing  furh  a  fentiment,  is  it  not  fhock- 
ing  that  a  printer  can  be  found  fo  forgetful  of 
himfelf  and  country  as  to  print  it^arid  publiih  it  to 
his  fellow  citizens  ?  This  is  a  liberty  of  the  prefs 
very  little  fhort  of  the  liberty  of  burning  our  houfcs, 
fo  lately  pradtifed  by  fomc  of  the  fame  ft  amp  with 
that  writer. 

Orleans,  alias  Rgalith. — Wafhington,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  June  30.  Palled  through  this  town  on  Sa 
turday  kill,  on. their  way  to  Philadelphia,  the  three 
fons  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans  (Egalite).  It  is 
faid  that  they  have  explored  the  greater  fart  of  the 
wejiern  country  *.  TUESDAY, 


*  Being  of  royal  blood,  they  have  been,  I  fuppofe,  chalking 
ojjj  kingdoms  for  therdfelves,  in  lieu  of  the  feigncuries  the  Car- 
fnagnoies  have  kicked  them  out  of.  Of  this  we  may  be  certain  ; 

J   »  '  that 
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TUESDAY,  27th  JUNE. 

Treaty  with  Tripoli,  negotiated  by  Joel  Barlow.— 
Whereas  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  has  been 
concluded  in  the  manner  herein-after  mentioned,  by 
the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  Bey  and  fubjecls  of  Tripoli  of  Barbary  ; 
which  treaty,  written  in  the  Arabic  language,  being 
tranflated  into  the  language  of  the  United  States,  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendjhip  between  the  United 

States  of  America  and  the  Bey  and  Subjects-  of 

Tripoli  of  Barbary : 

Art.  i.  There  is  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  and 
friendfhip  between  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
the  Bey  and  fubjecls  of  Tripoli  of  Barbary,  made  by 
the  free  confent  of  both  parties,  and  guaranteed  by 
the  moil  potent  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers. 

Art.  2.  If  any  goods  belonging  to  any  nation  with 
\vhich  either  of  the  parties  is  at  war,  fhall  be  loaded 
on  board  of  veffels  belonging  to  the  other  party,  they 
fhall  pafs  free,  and  no  attempt  fhall  be  made  to  take 
or  detain  them, 

Art.  3.  If  any  citizen,  fubjecls,  or  effecls,  belong 
ing  to  either  party,  fhall  be  found  on  board  a  prize 
veiiel  taken  from  an  enemy  by  the  other  party,  fuch 
citizens  or  fubjecls  fhall  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  the 
effects  reflored  to  the  owners. 

Art.  4.  Proper  pafTports  are  to  be  given  to  all  vef- 
fels  of  both  parties,  by  which  they  are  to  be  known. 
And  conlidering  the  diftance  between  the  two  coun- 


that  they  have  not  been  furveying  the  weftern  country  for  nothing. 
: — The  French  are  getting  round  us  on  every  fide.  Thefe  arifto- 
crats  are  juft  as  dangerous  as  the  fans-culottes.  However  they  may 
differ  in  other  reipecls,  they  all  agree  in  a  wifh  to  extend  the  do 
minions  of  France,  and  the  fame  of  the  French  name,  and  parti 
cularly  in  an  irreconcilable,  natural,  innate  hatred  of  all  that  is 
JLngliib,  or  that  is  related  to  or  with  England. 

i  tries, 
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tries,  eighteen  months  from  the  date  of  this  treaty 
fhall  be  allowed  for  procuring  fuch  paffports.  During 
this  interval,  the  other  papers  belonging  to  fuch 
vefTels  fhall  be  fufficient  for  their  protection. 

Art.  5.  A  citizen  or  fubjecT:  of  either  party  having 
bought  a  prize  condemned  by  the  party  or  by  any 
other  nation,  the  certificate  of  condemnation  and 
bill  of  fale  fhall  be  a  fufficient  paflport  for  one  year : 
this  being  a  reafonable  time  for  her  to  procure  a 
proper  paflport. 

Art.  6.  VefTels  of  either  party  putting  into  the 
ports  of  the  other,  and  having  need  of  provifions  or 
other  fupplies,  they  fhall  be  furni fried  at  the  market 
price.  And  if  any  fuch  vefTel  fhall  fo  put  in  from  a 
difafler  at  fea,  and  have  occafion  to  repair,  fhe  fhall 
be  at  liberty  to  land  and  re-embark  her  cargo,  with 
out  paying  any  duties.  But  in  no  cafe  fhall  fhe  be 
compelled  to  land  her  cargo. 

Art.  7.  Should  a  veffel  of  either  party  be  carl:  on 
the  fhore  of  the  other,  all  proper  affifta'nce  fhall  be 
given  to  her  and  her  people ;  no  pillage  fhall  be  al 
lowed  ;  the  property  fhall  remain  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  owners,  and  the  crew  protected  and  fuccoured 
till  they  can  be  fent  to  their  country. 

Art.  8.  If  a  vefTel  of  either  party  fhould  be  at 
tacked  by  an  enemy  within  gun-fhot  of  the  forts  of 
either,  fhe  fhall  be  defended  as  much  as  poffible. 
If  fhe  be  in  port,  fhe  fhall  not  be  feized  or  attacked 
when  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  other  party  to  protect 
her  ;  and  when  fhe  proceeds  to  lea,  no  enemy  fhall 
be  allowed  to  purfue  her  from  the  fame  port  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  her  departure. 

Art.  9.  The  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  Tripoli — the  protection  to  be  given  to  mer 
chants,  maiters  of  vefTels,  and  fcamen — the  recipro 
cal  right  of  eftablifhing  confuls  in  each  country,  and 
the  privileges,  immunities,  and  jurifdidlions,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  fuqh  confuls,  are  declared  to  be  on  the 

fame 
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fame  footing  with  thofe  of  the  mull  favoured  nations 
refpeclively. 

Art.  10.  The  money  and  prefenfs  demanded  by 
the  Bey  of  Tripoli  as  a  full  and  fatisfaclory  conhder- 
ation  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  of  his  iubjecls, 
for  this  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  frieridfhip,  are 
acknowledged  to  have  been  received  by  him  previous 
to  his  iigning  the  (lime,  according  to  a  receipt  which 
is  hereto  annexed,  except  fuch  part  as  is  promifed  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  be  delivered  and 
paid  by  them  on  the  arrival  of  their  Conful  in  Tri 
poli,  of  which  part  a  note  is  like  wife  hereto  annexed. 
And  no  pretence  of  any  periodical  tribute  or  farther 
payment  is  ever  to  be  made  by  either  party. 

Art.  1 1.  As  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
©f  America  is  not  in  any  fenfe  founded  on  the  Chrijiian 
religion,  as  it  has  in  itfelf  no  character  of  enmity 
againrt  the  laws,  religion,  or  tranquillity  of  Muf- 
fulmen — and  as  the  faid  States  ha^e  never  entered 
into  any  war  or  acl  of  hoflility  againfl:  any  Maho 
metan  nation,  it  is  declared  by  the  parties,  that  no 
pretext  arifing  from  religious  opinions  fhall  ever 
produce  an  interruption  of  the  harmony  exiliing  be 
tween  the  two  countries. 

Art.  12.  In  cafe  of  any  difpute  arifing  from  a  vio 
lation  of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  no  appeal 
fhall  be  made  to  arms,  nor  fhall  war  be  declared  on 
any  pretext  whatever.  Bat  if  the  Conful  reiiding  at 
the  place  where  the  difpute  fhall  happen,  fhall  not 
be  able  to  fettle  the  fame,  an  amicable  reference 
fhall  be  made  to  the  mutual  friend  of  the  parties 
here,  by  engaging  to  abide  by  his  deciiion.  And  he, 
by  virtue  of  his  iignature  to  this  treaty,  engages,  for 
himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  to  declare  the  juftice  of 
the  cafe  according  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
treaty,  and  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  en 
force  the  obfcr  vance  of  the  fame. 
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Signed  and  fealcd  at  Tripoli  of  Barbary,  the  $d 
day  of  Jumed  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  1211 
— correfponding  with  the  4th  day  of  Novem 
ber,  1796 — by 

(L.  s.)  JUSSUF  BASHAW  MAHOMET,  Bey. 
(i..  s.)  Mtimet,  Treafurer. 
(L.  s.)  Aniet,  Minitter  of  Marine. 
(L.  s.)  Amet,  Chamberlain. 
(L.  s.)  Ally,  Chief  of  the  Divan. 
(L.  s.)  Soliman  Cay  a. 
(L.  s.)  Galil^  General  of  the  Troops. 
(L.  s.)  Mahomet )  Comdt.  of  the  City. 
(L,  s.)  Mamet9  Secretary. 

Signed  and  fealed  at  Algiers  the  4th  day  of  Argil, 
121 1,  correfponding  with  the  3d  day  of  Ja 
nuary,  1797,  by 

(L.  s.)  Hajfan  Bajtaw,  Dey. 

And  by  the  Agent  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America, 

(L.  s.>  Joel  Bariow. 

I  Joel  Barlow,  Agent  and  -Conlul-General  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  city  and  kingdom 
of  Algiers,  certify  and  atteft  that  the^  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  laM* 
United  States,  and  the  Bey  and  fubjecls  -of  Tripoli 
of  Barbary,  of  which  the  original  is  to  be  tranfmittecl 
by  me  to  the  Minifter  of  the  laid  United  States,  in 
Lifbon. 

In  teflimony  whereof,  I  lign  thefe  preterits  with 
x       ,    my  hand,  and  affix  thereto  the  feal  of  the 
vL>  s''    €onfulate  of  the  United  States,  at  Algiers, 
this  4th  day  of  January,   1797. 

JOEL  BARLOW. 

To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  ihiill  corne  or  be 
made  known. 

Whereas  the  underwriter  David  Humphreys  hath 
been  duly  appointed  Commiffioner  Plenipotentiary, 
by  letters  patent  under  the  fignature  of  I  he  Prelident 

and 
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and  feal  of  the  United  States  of  America,  dated  the 
3oth  of  March,  1795,  for  negotiating  and  conclud 
ing  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  moft  illultrious  the 
Bafhaw,  Lords  and  Governors  of  the  city  and  king 
dom  of  Tripoli : — Whereas  hy  a  writing  under  his 
hand  and  feal,  dated  the  loth  February,  1796,  he 
did  (in  corifo rarity  to  the  authority  committed  me 
therefor)  conftitute  and  appoint  Joel  Barlow,  and 
Jofeph  Donaldfon,  jun.  Agents,  jointly  and  fepa- 
rately,  in  the  bufinefs  aforefaid  : — Whereas  the  an 
nexed  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  was  agreed 
upon,  iigned,  and  fealed,  at  Tripoli  of  Barbary,  and 
on  the. 4th  of  November,  1796,  in  virtue  of  the 
powers  aforefaid,  and  guaranteed  by  the  moft  potent 
Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers ;  and  whereas  the  fame 
was  certified  at  Algiers  on  the  ;^d  day  of  January, 
1797>  w*th  tne  fignature  and  feal  of  HafTan  Bafhaw, 
Dey,  and  of  Joel  Barlow,  one  of  the  agents  afore 
faid,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other  : 

Now  know  ye,  that  I,  David  Humphreys,  Com- 
miffioner  Plenipotentiary  aforefaid,  do  approve  and 
conclude  the  laid  treaty,  and  every  article  and  claufe 
therein  contained,  referving  the  fame  and  neverthe- 
lefs  for  the  final  ratification  of  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Senate  of  the  faid  United  States. 
In  teflimony  whereof,  I  have  figned  the  fame  with 
my  name  and  feal,  at  the  city  of  Lifbon,  this  loth 
of  February,  1797. 

(L.  s.)  DAVID  HUMPHREYS. 

Now  be  it  known*  that  I  John  Adams ,  Prefident  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  having  feen  and  con- 
fidered  the  faid  treaty,  do.  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Senate,  accept,  ratify,  and  con 
firm  the  fame,  and  every  claufe  and  article  thereof. 
And  to  the  end  that  the  faid  treaty  may  be  obferved 
and  performed  with  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
Ualted  States,  I  have  ordered  the  premifes  to  be 

made 


JUNE,  1797.  6; 

made  public  ;  and  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all 
peribns  bearing  office,  civil  or  military,  within  the 
United  States,  and  all  other  citizens  or  inhabitants 
thereof,  faithfully  to  obferve  and  fulfil  the  faid 
treaty,  and  every  claufe  and  article  thereof. 

In  tejlimony  whereof,  I  have  caufed  the  feal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to 
thefe  prefents,  and  ligned  with  my  hand. 
(L.  s.j  Done  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  tenth 
day  of  June,  one  thoutand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety-feven,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  the  twenty- 
firil.  JOHN  ADAMS  *. 


WEDNESDAY,  28th  JUNE. 

G  Carey  s  RafcaUty. — The  readers  of  this  paper 
may,  perhaps,  remember  feeing,  the  other  evening, 
a  paragraph  in  it,  defending  the  Circus  againft  the 
attack  of  the  0' Careys,  and  Hating  that  thofe  attacks 
were  occasioned  by  a  refufal,  on  the  part  of  the  Cir 
cus  people,  to  advertife  in  their  paper.  This  para 
graph,  the  enraged  editors,  in  their  paper  of  lafl 
evening,  attributed  to  me,  and  at  the  fame  time  call 
it  "  a  puff,  to  fuppojt  the  declining  attractions  of 
the  Circus."  This  they  were  led  to  believe,  I  fup- 
pofe,  becaufe  the  Circus-man  is  a  Frenchman,  it 
being  well  known  that  I  have  an  extreme  partiality 
for  that  nation. 


*  The  i  ith  article  of  this  treaty  certainly  wants  fome  explana 
tion.  That  "  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  is 
in  no  fenfe  founded  on  the  Cbriftian  religion"  is  a  declaration  that 
one  might  have  expected  from  Soliman  Kaya,  HaJ/an  Bajbaw>  gr 

f"  ic  fans-culotte  Joel  Barlow ;  but  it  founds  rather  oddly  from  the 
rejident  and  Senate.     If  if  will  admit  of  fatisfaclory  explanation, 
it  ought  to  receive  it ;  for  it  certainly  looks  a. little  like  trampling 
upon  the  crofs. 

VOL.    VI.  F  The 
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The  truth  is,  the  O'Careys  knew  well  that  I  was 
not  the  author  of  the  paragraph  in  queftion  ;  but 
they  chofe  to  make  a  handle  of  it  to  introduce  an 
accufation,  which,  if  well  founded,  would  link  me 
beneath  a  fhoeblack,  and  almoft  to  a  level  with 
themfelves.  They  fay  :  4C  We  have  heard,  Peter,  of 
ic  your  cringing  letter  to  the  directors  of  the  canal 
"  lottery,  to  advertife  and  do  all  their  printing  for 
f<  nothing,  as  foon  as  you  found  that  we  had  been 
"  employed  for  that  purpofe." 

Now,  the  hiftory  of  the  bufinefs  will  fhow  what 
infamous  mifcreants  the  great  O's  muft  be.  I  took, 
on  credit,  fifty  canal  lottery  tickets  for  fale.  It  is  of 
little  confequence  what  was  my  motive  for  fo  doing, 
whether  it  was  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  whe 
ther  from  a  with  to  bring  water  into  the  city  or 
money  into  my  pocket.  I  did  it ;  I  had  the  tickets 
for  fale  ;  I  fold  many  ;  and  I  thought  it  was  natural 
for  my  fubfcribers  to  expe6l,  that,  while  I  publifhed 
tickets  for  fale,  I  fhould  accommodate  them  with 
an  account  of  the  drawing.  The  firft  day's  draw 
ing  appeared  in  the  O'Careys'  paper,  and,  as  I  fup- 
pofed  the  drawing  would  appear  there  regularly, 
I  advertifed  my  tickets  for  fale,  with  a  promife  to 
give  the  lifts  of  the  drawings  as  they  came  out. 

I  muft  confefs  I  felt  a  repugnance  at  being  obliged 
to  copy  the  lifts  from  the  great  O's  paper  ;  beftdes, 
I  fhould  have  laboured  under  the  difadvantage  of 
being  always  a  day  later  than  they.  I  therefore 
fent  my  clerk  to  inquire  whether  he  might  not  be 
permitted  to  copy  them  from  the  checkbook  at  the 
office.  This  brought  the  check  clerk  to  me.  He 
would  not  grant  that  liberty  :  but  he  very  politely- 
offered  to  favour  me  with  the  lifts,  on  condition  of 
receiving  fome  trifling  compenfation.  This  favour 
I  could  not  think  of  accepting ;  and  I  once  more 
turned,  though  with  a  moft  curfed  ill  will,  to  the 
vile  receptacle  of  the  O'Careys.  However,  Mr. 
3  Standifh 
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Standifh  Forde,  the  principal  manager,  feeing  my 
advertifement  promifing  the  lifts  ;  and  perceiving, 
I  prefume,  the  advantage  the  inftitution  would  de 
rive  from  it,  offered  without  any  letter  or  applica 
tion  on  my  part)  to  furnifh  me  with  an  authentic 
lift  of  the  drawings  ;  which  has  been  done  ever 
iince. 

I  advertife  nothing  for  the  lottery-ofHce.  It  is 
for  myfelf ;  for  the  fale  of  my  own  tickets.  When 
I  advertife  for  the  lottery-office  I  will  be  paid.  The 
advantage  of  my  publifhing  the  lifts  has,  I  believe, 
already  been  perceived  by  all  thofe  who  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  inftitution.  It  has  made  the 
lottery  known,  where  it  never  was  before  heard  of, 
and  has  brought  hundreds  of  dollars  to  this  city 
from  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  Union.  I  often  re 
ceive  a  hundred  dollars  by  one  poft  for  tickets.  I 
have  already  taken  three  thoufand  dollars  worth, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  I  fhall  difpofe  of  tickets  to 
twice  that  amount.  Compared  to  a  paper  like  mine, 
what  is  the  O'Careys'  ?  The  number  of  papers  that 
I  print  more  than  any  other  man  in  the  city  is  greater 
than  what  the  O'Careys  print  altogether.  It  was 
well  enough  to  confine  the  lifts  to  a  paper  like  this, 
if  the  managers  meant  to  keep  the  drawings  a  fecret, 
and  have  all  the  tickets  left  upon  their  hands.  I 
can  fee  no  one  that  could  poffibly  be  benefited  by 
advertifing  in  their  blundering  collection,  except 
the  book-keeper  and  themfelves.  There  is  fome- 
thing  in  it  immoral  as  well  as  impolitic  ;  as,  while 
it  could  fcarcely  ever  be  feen  by  any  perfon,  who  had 
money  to  fpare,  it  might  poffibly  tempt  now  and 
then  a  poor  wretch  of  Irilhtown  to  venture  his 
week's  wages  in  a  ticket,  while  his  wife  and  children 
might  be  ftarving  in  rags. 


THURSDAY, 


68  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

THURSDAY,  29th  JUNE. 

0* Careys  and  the  Learned  Pig. — When  an  account 
of  this  "  fcientific  animal"  fiili  appeared  in  this  Ga 
zette,  it  was  reported  that  the  O' Careys  were  about 
to  engage  him  as  their  editor,  judging  him  to  be 
extremely  well  calculated  to  aid  them  in  mifleading 
the  "  fwinijh  multitude-"  but  it  would  feem,  that, 
after  paffing  the  evening  together  over  a  bucket  of 
Itrong  warn,  they  difcovered  that  the  grunting  de 
mocrat  was  not  half  fo  much  a  hog  as  themfelves. 

M'Clenachan  and  Thomas. — On  the  day  that  the 
news  arrived  of  the  order  of  Council  reflecting  the 
Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Blair  M'Clenachan,  the  very 
refpeclable  reprefentative  of  the  county  of  Philadel 
phia,  who  was  exulting  at  the  event,  was  afked  by 
a  gentleman  of  the  bar,  what  it  was  that  pleafed  him 
fo  much  ?  "  Why,"  replied  Mac,  "  have  you  not 
"  heard  of  it  ?  The  Bank  of  England  has  flopped 
"  payment.  The  damned  rafcals  are  broke  now  ; 
"  they  have  got  their  dcferts  at  laft."— "  Oh,  fie, 
u  Mr.  M'Clenachan,"  replied  the  gentleman,  "  you 
tc  fhould  not  call  them  rafcals,  There's  no  rafcality 
"  in  merely  breaking,  you  know,  if  they  give  all  up, 
"  and  don't  make  over  their  property  to  cheat  their 
"  creditors*.'9 

French  Fraternity.— Tuefday  arrived  here  the  brig 
Dove,  Captain  Benjamin  WTyatt,  twenty-nine  days 
from  Guadaloupe.  Captain  Wyatt  relates  the  fol- 


*  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  this  "  home  Jtr&kef*  as 
it  was  called,  was  attributed  to  Joe  Thomas!  If  Blair  could  meet 
with  his  antagonift  now  (1799),  ^e  m^ght  certainly  return  the 
blow.  Thomas  muft  be  allowed  to  have  furpalfed  Blair  \  but,  per 
haps,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  find  another  fuch  a  pair  in  the 
whole  univerfe, 

lowing : 
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lowing :  Had  fome  converfation  with  the  fupercargo 
of  a  fchooner  belonging  to  Virginia,  who  informed 
that  he  was  taken  bound  to  Guadaloupe  :  the  cap 
tain  and  lieutenant  of  the  privateer  which  took  him, 
came  on  board  and  prefented  two  piftols  to  his  breait, 
and  faid,  "  That  if  he  did  not  fw  ear  that  he  was  bound 
fc  to  an  Englifh  port,  they  ivouhl  Jhoot  him  onth-ejpot" 
In  order  to  fave  his  life,  he  was  obliged  to  comply  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  the  verTel  and  cargo  were 
condemned  *. 

Munree. — On  Tuefday  evening  lafl  arrived  in  this 
city  the  celebrated  Citizen  Mimroe,  late  Minifter  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Barras  and  com 
pany  -|~. 

FRIDAY,  iolh  JUNE. 

Venice  and  Buonaparte. — Buonaparte,  to  the  Doge 
of  Venice. — Head-quarters,  Judenberg,  aoth  Ger 
minal  (April). 

In  all  the  Venetian  territories  in  Terra  Firma,  the 
fubjects  of  your  Government  are  under  arms,  and  the 
rallying  cry  is,  "  Death  to  the  French  !" 

The  number  of  the  foldiers  of  the  army  of  Italy, 
who  have  been  their  victims,  amount  already  to  feve- 


*  French  fraternity,  like  all  other  good  things,  is  grown  indif-* 
ferent  to  us,  from  being  overloaded  with  it ;  it  is  humbly  hoped, 
however,  that  this  trait  will,  from  its  Angularity ,  be  an  agreeable 
treat. 

f  It  is  confidently  reported,  that  a  certain  Ex-minifter  has  fpe- 
culated  largely  in  the  confifcatcd property,  now  fo  plenty  in  our  fil 
ter  republic.  Such  traffic,  we  are  much  inclined  to  tfcink,  cannot 
tend  to  ftrengthen  an  attachment  to  the  interefts  of  his  own  coun 
try  ;  an  attachment  which  was  never  thought  to  be  very  flrong. 
While  the  gentleman  is  enjoying  by  anticipation  the  variety  of 
pleafures  that  attend  him  on  his  feudal  domains,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  remind  him  of  a  maxim  which  has  been  fully  fancVioned 
by  very  recent  experience,  that  what  is  got  over  the  devil's  back 
goes  under  bis  lelly.  , 

F  3  ral 
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ral  hundreds.  In  vain  you  affect  to  difavow  thofe 
movements  which  have  been  provoked  by  yourfelf. 
After  I  have  carried  our  arms  into  the  heart  of  Ger 
many,  do  you  helieve  that  I  fhall  not  be  able  to 
make  the  firfi  nation  in  the  world  be  refpefted  ?  Do 
you  imagine  that  the  legion  of  Italy  will  fufFer  tamely 
the  mafTacres  which  you  excite  ?  The  blood  of  our 
brothers  in  arms  fhall  -be  avenged;  and  there  is  not 
a  French  battalion  charged  with  the  miffion,  which 
does  not  feel  three  times  the  courage  and  ilrength 
ueceffary  to  punifh  you.  The  Senate  of  Venice  has 
returned  the  blackefl  perfidy  for  the  generolity  with 
which  we  have  behaved  towards  it.  I  fend  you  my 
proportions  by  one  of  my  aid-de-camps  and  chief 
of  brigade  —  War  or  peace.  If  you  do  not  immedi 
ately  take  every  meafure  neceflary  for  difperiing  the 
banditti,  if  you  do  not,  as  foon  as  pofiible,  arrefl 
and  put  into  my  hands  the  authors  of  the  murders 
which  have  been  committed,  war  is  declared.  The 
Turks  are  not  on  your  frontiers;  no  enemies  menace 
you  ;  vet  you  have  fan&ioned  the  premeditated  de- 
llgn  o^the  priefts,  to  form  infurredtion,  and  to  direct 
it  againfl  the  French.  I  give  you  twenty-four  hours 
to  difperfe  them.  The  days  of  Charles  VII.  are  pafh 
If,  riotwithflanding  the  good-will  theFrench  Govern 
ment  has  fhown  towards  you,  I  fhall  be  compelled 
to  attack  you,  do  not  imagine  that  the  French  fol- 
diers,  like  the  brigands  you  have  armed,  will  ravage 
the  fields  of  the  innocent  and  unfortunate  people  of 
Terra  Firm  a.  No!  I  fhall  protect  them  !  and  they 
will  blefs  the  caufe  which  has  obliged  the  French 
army  to  deliver  thern  from  your  tyrannical  govern/. 
ment.  BUONAPARTE. 


May  3.  A  courier  arrived  laft 
night  to  the  Directory  from  Buonaparte,  who  brought 
letters  to  the  deputies  from  Milan.  The  following 
fire  their  contents  2 

Thq 
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The  French  troops  commanded  by  General  Gu- 
rieux,  joined  to  the  Lombard  legions  under  General 
Lehoz,  marched  againil  Verona. 

They  found  before  the  town  the  inhabitants 
armed,  and  the  Sclavonian  troops  intrenched  with 
cannon.  The  French  General  fummoned  the  com 
mander  to  difarm  and  difmifs  them.  The  com 
mandant  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  at  that  mo 
ment,  as  the  people  were  irritated  againft  the 
French.  Immediately  the  peafants  attacked  the 
Lombards,  and  were  repulfed.  The  French  Gene 
ral  ordered  an  attack  to  be  made.  The  refinance 
was  obftinate,  but  the  Venetian  fatellites  of  oligar 
chy  were  at  length  routed.  They  fled  to  a  large 
houfe  which  they  had  eftablifhed  for  their  maga^ 
zines,  and  where  they  had  their  ammunition  and 
provilions.  From  this  they  kept  up  a  dreadful  fire, 
but  a  fhell  fell  amongft  them,  fet  fire  to  their  pow 
der,  and  all  blew  up:  four  or  five  hundred  Sclavo- 
nians,  with  their  commandant,  were  the  victims  to 
the  exploiion  ! 

At  the  departure  of  the  courier,  the  city  had  been 
fired,  and  the  flre  was  fpreading  on  all  fides  *  !  I 

Gall  a  tin 


*  The  treatment  that  the  Republic  of  Venice  has  received  from 
the  favage  defpots  of  France,  though  unjuft  and  cruel  in  the 
greateft  degree,  is  what  every  paf/ive  neutral  ftate  has  fuffered,  and 
as  good  as  they  had  any  right  to  expect.  Neutrality  towards  thefe 
enemies  oi  tb,e  human  race  was  a  crime  againft  fociety ;  as  it  im 
plied  a  tacit  approbation  of  their  atrocious  politics,  as  well  as  a 
felfifh  indifference  to  the  fufferings  of  others.  But  a  tame  lub- 
miffion  on  the  part  of  every  government  to  their  inlults  and  ag- 
grefiions,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  diabolical  xvar,  has 
been  the  fure  means  to  provoke  their  increafe  and  continuance, 
until  even  the  voice  of  complaint  itfelf  has  been  imothered.  Ve 
nice  refifted  all  the  applications  of  the  combined  powers  to  take  a 
part  in  the  war  againft  France,  even  after  the  plundering  and 
murdering  fans-culottes  had  entered  Italy.  She  hugged  herfelf 
up  in  her  neutrality,  and  flattered  herfelf  with  her  imagined  fafety 
pn  tjhe  borders  of  the  Adriatic.  What  has  all  this  availed  her?  The 

F  4  GaJijg 
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Gallatin  and  Swanwick  in  Congrefs. — The  crafty 
foreigner,  who,  to  complete  our  degradation,  leads 
the  majority  of  a  certain  great  affembly,  Hill  he- 
trays  the  fame  depravity  that  governed  him  in  his 
former  attempts  to  impede  the  operations  of  Govern 
ment.  I  prefume  he  thinks  that  what  failed  of 
fuccefs  in  Braddock's  field,  may  be  executed  more 
effectually  in  Philadelphia;  as  to  leave  the  country 
expofed  to  the  depredations  of  a  daring  and  unprin 
cipled  enemy  may  he  more  fatal,  as  it  is  doubtlefs 
quite  as  criminal,  as  to  raife  the  ftandard  of  rebel 
lion  in  its  bofom. 

Through  the  whole  of  the  prefent  ferTion  of  Con 
grefs  has  this  quibbler  oppofed  every  effort  made  by 
the  friends  of  Government,  to  protect  our  commerce, 
or  to  repel  the  infults  of  the  bale  and  perfidious 
Gaul.  But  as  every  artful  fcoundrel,  fo  has  this 
Monfieur  fometimes  committed  himfelf :  his  cow 
ardice  has  fometimes  betrayed  him  into  a  vote,  re 
pugnant  to  his  well-known  principles,  and  pro 
duced  a  neceffity  of  checking  it,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
by  another  diredly  hoftile.  Thus  has  the  wretch 
often  been  at  war  with  himfelf. 

When  Congrefs  refolved,  after  a  difgraceful  op- 
pofition,  to  fortify  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  his  name  appeared  among  the  Yeas;  but 
on  the  next  day  he  refufed  his  affent  to  provide  artil- 
lerifts,  to  garriibn  thefe  fortifications  after  they  fhall 
be  completed.  He  has  confeffed  in  the  fulleft  and 
moft  unequivocal  terms,  that  the  commerce  of  the 


Gallic  hordes  have  invaded  her  territories,  feized  on  her  fortifi 
cations  ;  burned  her  towns ;  laid  the  whole  ftate  under  contribu 
tion;  murdered  her  citizens;  and,  to  complete  their  iniquity,  are 
going  to  partition  her  territories  to  indemnify  the  Emperor. 

Such  will  be  your  fate,  you  torpid  Americans !  as  fure  as  you 
have  a  country  to  ]ofe,  happinefs  and  independence  to  be  broken 
in  upon,  io  fure  the  favages  of  Gaul  will  be  with  you,  as  foon  as 
their  arms  are  difengaged  from  the  wars  of  Europe. 

United 
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United  States  has  fuffered  greatly  by  the  depreda-r 
tions  of  its  enemies,  and  that  it  is  by  far  their  moft 
vulnerable  part ;  yet  he  has  ft  rained  every  nerve, 
exerted  all  the  resources  of  fophiflry  and  quibble, 
to  oppofe  the  only  kind  of  armament  calculated  to 
defend  it.  In  fhort,  this  Genevefe  patriot,  though 
driven  out  of  his  courfe  fometimes  by  timidity,  has 
never  loll  light  of  his  objed  ;  that  of  flopping  the 
wheels  of  Government,  and  truckling,  like  his  poor 
trodden-down  countrymen,  to  the  haughty  man 
dates  of  France :  but  through  this  feflion  of  Con- 
grefs  he  has  trimmed,  and  quibbled,  and  contra 
dicted  himfelf  fo  often,  that  the  man  I  once  hated 
for  his  foUticalJins,  I  now  begin  to  defpife  alfo  for 
his  imbecility. 

How  long  ihall  Pennfylvania  be  difgraced,  and 
lofe  her  ftation  in  the  fcale  gf  the  United  States, 
by  fuch  a  fufpicious  outlandifh  reprcfentative ;  by 
a  man,  who,  in  her  better  days,  that  are  part, 
would  hardly  have  been  trufted  with  the  office  of  a 
conftable,  or  a  IherifFs  underil rapper  ?  I  remember 
the  time,  and  I  remember  it  with  regret,  when  the 
found  of  his  uncouth  gibberifh  alone,  if  there  had 
been  nothing  elfe  again  ft  him,  would  have  been  a 
fure  prevention  to  his  ever  riling  to  confidence.  In 
thofe  days  Pennfylvania  had  too  much  virtue  and 
good  fenfe,  to  intruft  the  public  welfare  to  the  keep 
ing  of  an  old  prwateerfman,  or  to  vote  a  French  wolf 
the  guardian  of  herjheep  *. 

SATURDAY, 

*  It  has  often  been  faid,  and  I  think  it  cannot  be  too  often  re 
peated,  that  the  French  influence  is  continually  gaining  ground  in 
this  country,  and  that  the  American  character  as  an  independent 
people  will  be  foon  entirely  loft.  If  there  is  any  perfon  who  has 
arrived  at  the  years  of  difcretion,  and  can  doubt  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation,  I  would  not  wifh  him  to  have  fairer  proof  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  this  influence  than  what  was  exhibited  on  Thir'day  in. 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States!  A  proportion 
for  arming  for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  the  commerce  of  the 

United 
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SATURDAY,   ist  JULY. 

Munroe. —  Monfieur  Munroe,  as  was  reported,  did 
actually  arrive  in  this  city  on  Tuefday  laft,  but  hav 
ing  difobeyed  the  ordinances  of  the  health-office, 
was,  with  his  family,  ordered  to  return  down  to  the 
vefTel  the  next  day,  there  to  remain  until  all  on 
board  had  undergone  the  ufual  formalities  of  ex 
amination  ;  which  order  he  thought  proper  to 
comply  with. 

This  muft  have  been  confoundedly  grating  to  one 

who  ib  lately  had  the  honour   of  ffeechtfying  in  pre- 

Jence  of  the  full  ans  of  France^  featcd  on  the  throne  of 

liberty,  and  furrounded  with  their  hundred  thoufand 

flaves. 


United  States,  being  before  the  Houfe,  a  gentleman,  a  reprefent- 
ative  of  one  of  the  firfl  commercial  cities,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
oppoiition  to  the  meafure,  made  the  following  remaiks:  "We 
*'  have  lent  an  extraordinary  embafly  to  France,  to  adjuft  our 
11  differences ;  and  before  we  know  the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiation, 
*'  we  are  putting  ourfelves  into  a  ftate  of  defence  !  What  will  the 
"  French  Directory  fay  to  this  ?  Will  they  not  very  properly  afk, 
"  For  what  purpoie  is  your  Government  arming  ?  You  came  here 
'*  to  treat  with  us  about  peace,  and  are  preparing  for  war  at  home. 
"  WT ill  France  approve  of  our  arming?  Will  (he  not  fend  your 
**  negotiators  home  again,  to  tell  your  Government  to  lay  down 
"  your  arms  betore  you  begin  to  treat  with  us  ?  Can  it  be  ex- 
"  pected  the  Directory  will  treat  with  \is  when  they  fee  we  are 
*'  preparing  for  war,  in  cafe  we  do  not  fucceed  in  our  demands  ?" 
I  believe  there  have  never  been,  fmce  the  formation  of  our  govern 
ment,  fentiments.fo  humiliating  and  fo  degrading  to  our  character 
as  an  independent  people,  exprefled  by  any  one  of  its  greatefl 
enemies.  If  the  American  people  are  reduced  to  fuch  a  (late  of 
vafTalage  and  humble  reliance  on  France,  as  to  be  afraid  of  putting 
themfelves  into  a  manly  poftnre  of  defence,  without  the  previous 
approbation  of  the  Directory,  I  think  it  high  time  to  throw  afide 
the  prefent  expensive  form  of  government,  and  to  folicit  Farmer 
Giles,  and  a  few  other  Frenchmen,  to  do  the  bufinefs  for  us.  This 
fhte  of  vaffalage  may  well  iuit  the  ideas  of  an  infurrection-breeder 
of  Geneva,  a  defperate  gambler  or  negro-driver  of  Virginia,  a 
bankrupt  impotent  rcprcfcntative  of  Philadelphia,  pr  a  fraudulent 
Jerfeyman  j  but  can  never  accord  with  the  feelings  of  a  rea] 
American. 
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La  Fayette  and  Co.  releajed  at  the  Inter  cejfion  of 
Buonaparte. — A  Paris  paper  of  May  i,  fays,  that 
Buonaparte,  previous  to  the  figning  of  the  prelimi 
naries  of  peace,  demanded  the  releafe  of  La  Fayette* 
Bureau  Pujy>  and  Latour  Maubourg  ;  which  demand, 
it  would  feem,  was  made  in  confequence  of  an  or 
der  from  the  Directory. 

Upon  this  article  the  Paris  Editor  obierves  :  "  It 
"  is  not  to  be  fnppofed  that  the  hero  of  Italy,  fo 
"  diftinguifhed  by  every  noble  and  generous  fenti- 
"  rnent,  would  have  neglected  to  break  the  chains 
"  of  the  illuftrious  viftims  of  the  vengeance  and  ty- 
"  ranny  of  the  Englifli  Government:  but  it  is  pleaf- 
ie  ing  to  fee  the  Directory  thernfelves  anticipating 
"  this  act  of  magnanimity  &n&jujlice.  It  is  a  glorious 
"  triumph  of  the  fpirit  of  moderation  over  the  fury 
"  of  party." 

A  few  facts  relative  to  this  illujlrious  victim  and 
his  magnanimous  deliverers  may  not  be  amifs  at  the 
prefent  moment.  ILa  Fayette  was  fir  ft  impeached 
by  Jean  de  Brie,  whofe  name  we  have  very  lately  feen 
among  the  leaders  of  the  Council  of  old  ones.  The 
impeachment  was  fupported  by  BrifTot  in  »he  bed 
fpeech  that  famous  fcoundrel  ever  made.  The  whole 
of  the  Briffotine  faction  (the  f$6Hon  that  now  rules) 
wfcd  the  utmoft  of  their  endeavours  to  bring  him  to 
the  block ;  and,  no  fooner  had  they  dethroned  the 
JCing,  than  they  profcribed  La  Fayette  by  a  decree 
which  would  difhonour  favages.  He  was  declared 
to  be  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law  ;  it  was  en 
joined  on  every  citizen  to  fhoot,  or  otherwife  to  de- 
ilroy  him  if  poflible  ;  every  magiftrate  was  ordered 
to  caufe  fearch  to  be  made  for  his  wife  and  children, 
and  to  imprifon  them  wherever  found  ;  and,  that  his 
infamy  might  be  handed  down  to  pofterity,  his  houfe 
was  ordered  to  be  reduced  to  afhes  ;  and  a  monu 
ment  erecled  on  the  fpot,  bearing  an  infcription  ex- 
prefliveoi  his  crimes  and  of  the  juit  vengeance  of  the 

nation. 
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nation.  And  this  man  the  wretches  have  now  the 
impudence  to  call  the  ilhtflrlous  victim  ;  and  the  vic 
tim  too  of  the  Englijh  Government !  The  millions  of* 
murders  they  have  committed  at  Nantz  and  other 
places,  they  will  alfo  lay  to  the  charge  of  the  Eng- 
Jiih  Government  ;  nor  have  I  the  leafl  doubt  but 
\ve  ihall  yet  hear  the  Englifh  Government  accufed. 
pf  cutting  off  Louis  XVI.  and  his  family. 

It  is  fomething  curious  enough  that  the  Directory 
fhould  difpute  with  Buonaparte  the  honour  of  de 
manding  La  Fayette's  releafe.  Bafe  hypocrites! 
They  were  every  man  of  them  amongft  his  moft  bitter 
enemies.  It  was  La  Croix  that  propofed  to  denounce 
him  for  correfponding  with  the  King  and  Queen; 
'  Car  not  obtained  the  decree  for  arreiling  him,  and 
Merlin  (our  old  flag  friend)  was  one  of  the  three  de 
puties  fent  to  the  army  to  feize  on  the  carcafs  of  the 
"  illuftrious  victim/'  and  drag  it  to  the  bar  of  the 
AfTembiy.  This  is  the  "  juft"  and  "  magnanimous^ 
crew  that  now  throws  the  blame  of  La  Fayette's  im- 
prifonment  on  a  government  that  never  had  him  in  its 
power,  nor  ever  interfered  at  all  refpecYing  him. 

This  is  the  age  of  impudence  and  ralcality.  Truth 
is  become  falfdhood,  and  falfehood  truth.  The  atro 
cious,  notorious  lie  contained  in  the  above-quoted 
paragraph  is  published  through  this  country  as  an 
article  of  news,  entitled  to  the  ufual  degree  of  credi 
bility.  The  publithers  are  careful  to  make  no  com 
ment  that  may  tend  to  betray  its  falfeKood.  They 
itand,  angler  like,  watching  its  progrefs  along  the 
itream  ;  and  though  they  know  they  are  flihing  with 
a  naked  hook,  they  alfo  know  that  in  fuch  nume 
rous  fhoals  there  arc  always  fome  gudgeons. 

O' Careys  and  the  Learned  Pig. — SIR,  Having  ob- 

ferved  that  you  have  been  a  fecond  time  milinformed, 

or  at  leafl  that  you  have  a  fecond  time  milinformed  the 

public  refpecting  the  learned  pig,  I  take  the  liberty 

i  to 
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to  addrefs  to  you  a  "  Statement  of  facls"  refpeding 
him;  which  ftatement,  as  it  is  in  defence  of  an  in 
jured  individual,  you  have,  I  truft,  too  much  im 
partiality  to  refufe  a  place  in  your  Gazette. 

This  Solomon  of  the  fwinifh  multitude  received 
the  firft  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  patriotic 
town  of  Bel  fa  ft,  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  The  De 
mocratic  Club,  and  the  many  Societies  of  United 
Irifhmen  in  and  about  that  town,  fo  improved  the 
talents  of  this  Hibernian,  and  he  and  they  became  fo 
affimilated,  that  he  was  admitted  to  their  noclurnal 
meetings ;  where,  though  but  quite  a  roafter,  he 
foon  rendered  himfelf  confpicuous  as  an  orator  in  the 
caufe  of  reformation. 

As  he  arrived  at  maturity  his  views  extended.  He 
removed  to  the  metropolis,  where  he  found  many 
difciples,  among  whom  the  O'Careys,  now  in  this 
city,  were  looked  upon  as  the  greateft  zealots.  But, 
not  poffeffing  fo  much  fo  lid  underftanding  as  their 
learned  apoftle,  fome  of  them  got  a  yoke  round  their 
fwinifh  necks ;  others,  to  lave  their  bacon,  turned 
king's  evidence  againfr,  their  own  aflbciates ;  one  of 
whom  was  of  the  medical  tribe  #,  and  had,  like  his 
learned  fellow-citizen,  arrived  at  a  kind  vt prefidency 
among  thefwine.  The  confequence  finally  has  been, 
the  family  of  the  great  0V,  loyal  anddifloyal,  king's 
evidences  and  democrats,  lick  and  well,  rotten  and 
found,  have  all  tranfported  themfelves  to  this  coun 
try,  and  principally  to  this  poor  unfortunate  State, 
where  there  is  no  gallows,  and  where  fome  of  them, 
have  endeavoured  to  diffeminate  their  hog's  wafh. 
principles  by  toffing  them  up  to  the  public  in  the 
form  of  a  newfpaper. 

To  return  to  the  learned  pig  ;  whether  it  be  ow 
ing  to  the  character  of  the  O'Careys,  or  to  fome  other 


*  Doftor   Drenan>   againft  whom  one    Pbilpot    Carey  turned 
king's  evidence. 

caufe, 
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caufe,  I  know  not ;  but  of  this  I  can  aflfure  the  pub-* 
lie  upon  the  word  and  honour  of  a  gentleman,  that 
iince  his  arrival  in  America  he  has  never  had  the 
leafl 'concern  or  acquaintance  with  them  ;  nor  has 
he, -as  you  have  related,  Mr.  Porcupine,  ever  con* 
defcended  to  treat  with  them  for  the  editorfhip  to 
their  Gazette.  CANDOIR. 

Swanwick. — To  JOHN  SWANWICK. — Sir,  Although 
it  is  a  well-known  fac~l  that  your  actions  through 
life  have  been  governed  by  intereft  and  ambition, 
and  of  courfe  cannot  create  furprife  in  any  one  who 
is  acquainted  with  you  ;  yet  your  conduct  through 
the  different  ftages  of  your  political  career,  from  the 
day  on  which  you  firft  mounted  the  rofirum  in  the 
State-houfe  yard  (preparatory  to  becoming  a  can 
didate  for  a  feat  in  our  State  Legiflature^  to  the  pre- 
fent  time,  has  been  marked  with  fo  many  circum- 
ilances  of  evil  tendency  towards  Government,  and 
fo  fubverfive  of  the  good  order  and  happinefs  enjoyed 
by  every  good  citizen  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is 
a  duty  incumbent  on  every  man  who  wifhes  for  a  con 
tinuance  of  that  bleffing  to  expofe  the  wickednefs  to 
which  your  meatures  would  lead. 

ImprefFed  with  this  opinion,  and  from  a  iincere 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  fliall 
in  this  addrefs  lay  before  them  fome  matters  which 
have  pafTed  unnoticed  in  all  that  has  hitherto  been 
written  on  the  fubjecl: ;  for  the  prefent  I  fhall  con 
fine  myfelf  to  two.  Firft,  that  a  few  years  ago  no 
man  could  have  exprefTed  more  exalted  opinions  of 
Great  Britain  (your  native  country)  than  you  did ; 
and  then,  according  to  the  ideas  you  held  out  in  all 
conversations  regarding  her,  fhe  was  the  mqft  ge 
nerous  and  the  moft  powerful  nation  on  earth — a  na 
tion  with  which  the  United  States  muft,  both  from 
intereft  and  policy,  form  the  clofeft  connexions. 
Secondly,  the  greateft  enemy  of  France  could  not 

have 
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have  reprefented  that  nation  in  a  more  contemptible 
point  of  view  than  you  have  done ;  it  was  a  nation 
(to  ufe  your  own  words)  on  which  America  could 
place  no  dependance ;  her  policy  was  always  dangerous 
to  the  world ;  her  merchants  were  men  deflitute  of 
honour,  and  totally  ignorant  of  the  true  principles  of 
commerce  ;  a  nation,  in  fhort,  with  which  our  inter - 
courfe  mu ft  Forever  be  very  limited. 

With  fuch  avowed  fentiments  and  opinions  of  the 
two  nations  at  the  period  mentioned,  let  meaikyou, 
my  fage  politician,  how  you  can  reconcile  them  to 
thofe  you  now  hold  out  to  the  world  in  your  laboured 
fpeeches  in  and  out  of  Congrefs.  Is  the  Britifh  na 
tion  lefs  generous,  or  is  it  lefs  the  intereit  of  Ame 
rica  to  form  a  connexion  with  her  at  this  day  than  it 
was  when  fhe  was  fo  much  your  boatt  ?  What  new 
difcovery  of  virtue  have  you  made  in  the  French  peo 
ple  ?  Has  their  conduct  in  the  courie  of  this  war, 
which  they  wage  again  ft  heaven  and  earth,  been 
fuch  as  to  imprefs  on  your  mind  a  more  favourable 
opinion  of  them  than  that  in  which  you  formerly 
held  them  ?  or  rather,  my  virtuous  citizens,  have 
you  been  To  charmed  by  Genet,  Faucliet,  and  jAdet^ 
in  the  nofturnal  communications  you  have  fo  fre 
quently  had  with  them,  as  to  become  a  profelyte  to 
the  caufe  of  France,  and  to  advocate  her  atrocities 
towards  the  countries  in  Europe,  and  even  her  re 
peated  injuries  and  infults  to  this  country,  which 
adopted  you,  and  wherein  you  have  received  fo 
many  benefits  ?  Finally,  let  me  alk  you,  is  your 
conduct  the  refult  of  precious  confeffions  to  Father 
Fauchet,  which,  as  one  of  his  penitents,  you  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  making  to  him  ?  and  has  he  by 
his  gentle  admonitions  eafed  your  tender  confcience 
on  the  fcore  of  your  fins  in  having  been  once  attached 
to  Old  England,  or  pretending  to  befo,  abfolved  you 
from  it  ?  But  the  truth  is,  my  little  Statefman,  as  I 

obferved 
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obferved  before,  you  hold  no  opinion  or  fentiment 
either  of  countries  or  of  men,  that  is  not  connected 
with  your  interefr,  and  ambition  :  to  gratify  them, 
you  would  facriflce  the  world  ;  nay,  not  excepting 
that  country  of  which  you  are  now  a  partifan. 

MONDAY,    3d  JULY. 

Munroe. — On  Saturday  lafl,  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  was  performed,  in  fome  tavern  in  this 
city,  a  inoft  ludicrous  farce,  called  "  The  Welcome 
to  Citizen  Munroe"  The  principal  characters  were 
the  Virginian  Philofopher,  Mrs.  M'Kean's  hufband, 
and  Moniieur  Citizen  Tazewell,  of  the  ancient  do 
minion,  commonly  called  the  Land  of  Debts. 

An  analyfis  of  this  performance  will  be  attempted 
in  my  next ;  in  the  mean  time  let  the  Ex-minifter 
and  his  welcoming  crew  greafe  themfelves  well  over, 
for  I  prornife  them  a  roarting, 

Paine  s  Age  of  Reafon ;  Comments  on  it  by  a  German 
Clergyman. — Citizen  Paine,  The  papers  have  an 
nounced  your  arrival  in  America,  and  therefore  my 
time  is  come  to  attack  your  Age  of  Reafon.  When 
encountered  face  to  face,  you  may  defend  yourfelf  if 
you  think  proper,  and  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
foul  play.  The  treatment  which  I  intend  to  give 
you  fhall  accord  with  your  deferts ;  that  is,  I  fhall 
confider  you  as  a  profane  fool,  and  if  you  can  offer 
any  thing  in  your  vindication  I  am  willing  to  hear  it. 

Text.  It  has  been  my  intention  for  feveral  years 
pail  to  publifh  my  thoughts  on  religion. 

Comment.  Your  motives  are  pretty  well  known. 
You  wrote  the  firft  part  of  the  Age  of  Reafon  to  fave 
your  ugly  head  from  the  guillotine,  and  the  fecond 
part  to  procure  a  little  fomething  to  eat. 

Text. 
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Text.  The  circumftance  that  has  now  taken  place 
in  France  has  rendered  a  work  of  this  kind  exceed 
ingly  neceffary  ;  left  in  the  general  wreck  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  &c.  we  lofe  light  of  morality,  of  humanity,  and 
of  the  theology  which  is  true. 

Comment.  You  offer  wonders  of  inconfirTency  for 
our  digeftion.  We  are  to  believe  you  on  your  word, 
that  we  infallible  men  of  reafon,  having  the  Bible  of 
creation  (as  you  call  it)  daily  before  our  nofes,  are, 
notwithstanding  our  omnifcience,  in  imminent  dan 
ger  of  lofing  light  even  of  morality,  humanity,  and 
theology.  That  a  work,  a  writfen  book  on  religion, 
is  not  only  neceffary,  but  even  exceedingly  neceilary, 
for  our  prefervation  :  that  our  Creator  has  not  pro 
vided  for  fuch  a  work,  but  has  abandoned  mankind 
to  the  pernicious  effecls  of  fedudion  and  immorality  : 
that  he  is  furpaffed  in  benevolence  by  you  ;  and  that 
he  left  the  fabrication  of  a  work  exceedingly  nereiFary 
in  a  moral  view,  to  the  care  of  poor  (illy  Tom  Paine  : 
— the  deifts  may  believe  this  article  of  your  faith  if 
they  choofe,  but  certainly  I  ihall  not  believe  it. 

Text.  When  a  man  has  fo  far  corrupted  and  pro- 
liituted  the  chaftity  of  his  mind  as  to  fubfcribe  his 
profellional  belief  to  things  he  does  not  believe,  he 
has  prepared  himfelf  for  the  commiflion  of  every 
crime.  He  takes  up  the  trade  of  a  prieft  for  the  fake 
of  gain,  and,  in  order  to  qualify  himfelf  for  that 
trade,  he  begins  with  perjury. 

Comment.  This  is  a  gloomy,  but  it  may  be  an  exact 
delineation  of  your  own  heart.  We  are  told  by  a  cer 
tain  Mr.  Oldys  that  you  have  frequently  been  guilty  of 
perjury;  that  you  tried  for  the  prieflhood,  and  were  re- 
je£ted  ;  that  your  itch  of  preaching  was  fo  great,  that, 
for  a  time,  you  went  fcreeching  about  as  an  itinerant 
preacher  among  the  Methodifts.  This,  probably,  is 
the  principal  caufe  of  your  malevolency ;  you  aimed  at 
the  priefthood,  and  could  not  obtain  it.  The  grapes 
are  four,  faid  the  fox  when  he  could  not  reach  them. 

VOL.  vi,  G  From 
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From  your  difappointment,  the  acrimony  which  you 
manifeft  againfl  the  priefls  may  be  fufficiently  ex 
plained.  Now  you  argue  in  the  manner  of  the 
thieves  and  the  pickpockets,  who  furmife,  from  a 
confcioufnefs  of  their  own  difhonefty,  that  all  the 
world  are  difhoneft.  A  whore  will  hardly  believe 
that  any  woman  is  chafte ;  nor  you,  from  a  know 
ledge  of  your  infincerity,  that  any  prieft  is  lincere. 
But  the  French  priefts  have  faved  the  honour  of  the 
clergy  by  a  confutation  of  your  calumnies  with  their 
blood.  At  the  time  that  you  wrote  your  book,  at 
the  time  that  you,  pitiful  wretch,  denied  the  Lord 
who  bought  you,  in  order  to  lave  your  life  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  your  fa!  vat  ion  ;  at  that  time,  thoufands  of 
them  (uffered  their  throats  to  be  cut  for  the  fake  of  a 
good  conlcience.  As  they  have  done,  the  Chriftian 
priefts  of  every  country  will  do  when  the  hour  of 
trial  fhall  come ;  and  fuch  aclions  as  thefe  cannot 
be  obfcurcd  by  the  ravings  of  an  apoftate  and  a  de 
bauchee, 

Text.  As  feveral  of  my  colleagues,  and  others  of 
my  fellow  citizens  of  France,  have  given  me  the 
example  of  making  their  voluntary  and  individual 
profeiiion  of  faith,  I  will  alfo  make  mine. 

Comment.  You  were  a  citizen  of  France  then, 
though  you  denied  it  in  your  letter  to  General 
Washington*  A  Har  ought  to  have  a  good  memory. 
But  as  to  the  circumftance  of  your  profeffion  of  faith, 
that  is  pleasant,  as  we  fhall  enjoy  the  opportunity  of 
oblerving  the  apifli  grimaces  of  a  French  Legiflator 
laying  his  creed. 

Text.  I  believe  in  one  God,  and  no  more. 

Comment*  What  do  you  call  the  God  that  you  be 
lieve  in  ?  Is  it  whifky,  punch,  or  Madeira  wine  ? 
It  appears  like  rebellion  againtt  the  majeity  of  reafon 
to  hear  a  fot  talk  of  his  believing  in  God.  But,  as 
the  God  defcribed  by  the  modern  deilts  feems  to  be  a 

deified 
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deified  devil,  in  fiich  a  one  you  may  poflibly 
believe. 

Text.  I  hope  for  happinefs  beyond  this  life* 

Comment.  Reafon  awards  happinefs  o  nly  to  the 
virtuous ;  and  therefore  your  hope  is  ridiculous  in  the 
extreme.  Certainly  that  heaven  muft  be  a  proper 
liogfty  where  fuch  fwine  as  you  will  find  admit 
tance. 

Text.  I  believe  the  equality  of  man. 

Comment.  If  you  have  kept  a  negro  wench  for 
your  concubine,  your  faith  in  this  refpedl  may  be 
very  natural. 

Text;.  I  believe  that  religious  duties  confifl  in  do 
ing  juftice,  loving  mercy,  and  endeavouring  to  make 
our  fellow-creatures  happy. 

Comment.  Yes,  in  endeavouring  to  make  your  fel 
low-creatures  happy  ;  but  the  remark  muft  not  be 
forgotten,  that  the  only  fellow-creatures  the  majority 
of  the  modern  deifts  feem  to  have,  are  the  ftrumpety 
inhabitants  of  the  common  flews.  As  to  your  jufi  ice 
and  mercy,  your  creditors,  your  wives,  and  the 
fentence  which  patted  on  the  King  of  France,  may 
witnefs  to  thefe.  To  hear  you  talk  of  juftice  and 
mercy  is  like  hearing  a  whore  preaching  up  the 
virtue  of  chaftity. 

Text.  We  cannot  ferve  God  in  the  manner  we 
ferve  thofe  who  cannot  do  without  fuch  fervice. 

Comment.  We  know  it,  Tom,  we  know  it,  that 
we  cannot  ferve  God  in  the  manner  we  ferve  thofe 
who  cannot  do  without  fuch  fervice.  We  cannot,  for 
example,  ferve  him  with  foups  and  ragouts ;  we 
cannot  plafler  his  feet  nor  pull  his  teeth  ;  but  does  it 
follow,  that,  becaufe  we  cannot  ferve  him  in  this 
manner,  we  cannot  and  fhall  not  ferve  him  in 
any  manner  ?  And  fuch  a  blockhead  as  you,  who 
will  frame  fuch  objections  as  thefe,  will  undertake 
to  write  upon  religion  ! 

Text.  The  only  idea  we  can  have  of  ferving  God, 
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is  that  of  contributing  to  the  happinefs  of  the  living 
creation  that  God  has  made. 

Comment.  But  what  do  you  mean  by  happinefs  ? 
Is  it  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of  his  will  ?  Is  it  con 
fidence  in  God,  redtitude  of  volition  and  action, 
peace  of  confcience,  and  a  well-founded  hope  of  fu 
ture  felicity  ?  You  well  know  that  fuch  a  happinefs, 
and  fuch  a  mode  of  contributing  to  the  happinefs  of 
ourfelves  and  of  others,  are  very  foreign  from  the 
purpofes  of  dcifm.  Indeed  it  is  difgufting  to  hear  a 
blood-hound,  who,  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
law  and  juftice,  pronounced  the  fentence  of  con 
demnation  and  banifhment  on  an  innocent  King, 
fpeaking  of  contributing  happinefs  and  ferving  God. 
What  fort  of  a  Being  muft  that  God  be  who  would 
number  fuch  wretches  among  his  fervants  ? 

Text.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  creed  profefled  by 
the  Jewifh  church,  by  the  Roman  church,  by  the 
Greek  church,  by  the  Turkifh  church,  by  the  Pro- 
teftant  church,  nor  by  any  church  I  know  of.  My 
own  mind  is  my  own  church. 

Comment.  It  founds  like  madnefs  to  hear  a  man  talk 
of  "  believing  in  a  creed :"  a  little  more  madnefs, 
and  you  will  be  a  downright  afs ;  for  already  you 
have  one  and  the  fame  faith  with  your  horfe  on  the 
common.  Your  horfe  does  not  believe  in  the  creed 
profefled  by  the  Jewifh  church,  by  the  Roman  church*, 
by  the  Greek  church,  by  the  Turkifh  church,  by  the 
Proteftant  church,  nor  by  any  church.  His  own 
mindis  his  own  church  ;  and  we  wifh  you  fortune  to 
your  horfe  faith. 

Text.  The  Chriftian  defpifes  the  choicer!  gift  of 
God  to  man,  the  gift  of  reafon  ;  and  having  endea 
voured  to  force  upon  himfelf  the  belief  of  a  fyflem 
againft  which  reafon  revolts,  he  ungratefully  call* 
it  huma$  reafon,  as  if  man  could  give  reafon  to  him 
felf. 

Comment.  From  the  fame  principles  you  may  ar 
gue 
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gue  that  your  pqfteriors  are  not  human,  but  fome- 
thing  divine;  and  poflibly  in  time  the  deifls  may 
deify  their  back/ides.  The  backftde,  you  know,  is  a 
choice  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  a  neceffary  part  of 
the  human  body ;  likewife  you  know,  that  a  man 
could  not  give  the  backiide  to  himfelf ;  confequent- 
ly,  according  to  your  logic,  he  ought  not  ungrate 
fully  to  call  it  the  human  backfide !  Do  you  fee  that 
you  are  a  blockhead  and  an  afs  ? 

After  experiencing  fo  many  lies,  fophifms,  and 
prevarications,  in  order  to  demolifn  the  Chriftian 
religion,  you  certainly  ought  to  have  offered  fome- 
thing  better  in  its  ftead.  Where  is  the  fenfe,  in 
combating  a  religion,  calculated  to  confole  the  af 
flicted,  to  adminifter  hope  to  the  dying,  and  to  re 
generate  the  heart,  when  a  better  is  not  produced  ? 
£Jot  all  men  are  fo  infatuated,  as  to  exchange  their 
religion,  for  none,  or  for  a  worfe.  You  may  gull 
libertines  andflrumpets  with  that  fyftem  of  impiety, 
plagiarifm,  and  nonfenfe,  which  you  oppofe  to 
Chriftianity,  but  you  will  not  gull  men  of  under- 
Banding  and  virtue. 

Text.  Pure  iimple  deifm. 

Comment.  What  is  pure  iimple  deifm  ?  Being  an 
impoflor,  you  imitate  all  other  impoftors  in  the  life 
of  vague  and  undefined  words.  Deifm,  with  the 
great  portion  of  the  modern  infidels,  is  only  another 
word  for  demonifm,  and  denotes  a  religion  fitted  for 
cut-throats,  revolutionists,  and  rogues,  and  pretty  ge 
nerally  received  by  people  of  this  defcription.  But 
fhould  you,  unexpectedly,  mean  that  fyftem  of  theo 
logy  and  ethics  deducible  by  human  reafon  from 
the  phenomena  of  nature,  and  the  actual  conftitu- 
tion  of  things  ;  then  you  ought  to  know  that  this  is 
nothing  new.  It  is  the  old  theology  profefTed  by 
the  Chriflians  from  the  very  commencement  of 
Chriftianity,  and  being  a  part,  cannot  confront  our 
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faith.     Which  deferves  the  greater  degree  of 
ration,  your  ignorance,  or  your  difhonefry  ? 

Text.  The  true  deifl  has  but  one  deity. 

Comment.  And  you  ought  to  add,  "  they  borrow 
this  notion  from  the  Bible."  Were  the  deifts  put 
to  the  neceffity  of  demonftrating  the  unity  of  God, 
from  nature  and  reafon,  they  would  ftand  like  a 
company  of  conies  when  the  drum  is  a -beating  ! 
You  had  better  try  it,  Tom,  fince  your  hand  is  in, 
and  we  will  hear  you  repeat  thofe  whining  ejacula 
tions  over  again,  which  you  made  when  proving  that 
there  is  a  God  :  "  difficult,  incomprehensibly  dif 
ficult,  difficult  beyond  defcriptiori !"  He  that  will 
undertake  to  demon ftrate  that  doctrine,  from  the 
harmony  and  unity  of  the  plan  exifling  in  nature 
(and  this  is  the  only  philoibphical  argument  that  is 
worthy  of  nature),  muft  neceflarily  poffefs  an  uni- 
verfal  and  accurate  knowledge  of  nature  ;  and  then 
his  demonstration  will  only  amount  to  prefumptive 
proof.  Considering  the  difficulty  of  proving  the 
unity  of  God  from  nature,  it  is  plain  beyond  con- 
tradiclion,  that,  without  the  light  of  revelation,  the 
great  mafs  of  mankind  would  always  remain  im- 
merged  in  the  gulf  of  pantheifm  or  idolatry,  and 
fuch  blockheads  as  you  would  not  reclaim  them. 

Text.  The  religion  of  the  deift  confifts  in  con 
templating  the  power,  wifdom,  and  benignity  of 
the  Deity  in  his  works,  and  in  endeavouring  to  imi 
tate  him  in  every  thing  moral,  fcientifical,  and  me 
chanical. 

Comment.  Here  again  you  a  el  the  plagiary,  deco 
rating  your  fyftem  with  plumes  plucked  from  the 
body  of  the  Bible.  The  Chriflians  know  that  they 
ought  to  contemplate  the  perfection  of  the  Deity,  and 
to  imitate  him  in  a  moral  view;  for  fuch  are  the 
plain  enjoinments  of  revelation.  But  rob  them  of 
this,  and  they  will  difpute  the  principle.  Tell  us, 
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philoibphically,  why  we  are  to  contemplate  and,  to 
imitate  the  Deity  ?  Who  has  impofed  fuch  an  obli 
gation,  and  where  is  it  exprerTed  t  And  what  are  the 
confequences  in  cafe  of  compliance,  or  non-com 
pliance  ?  Prove  thofe  principles  from  nature  and 
reafon,  and  you  have  fixed  yourfelf  in  a  proper  di 
lemma.  If  they  are  a  portion  of  the  law  of  reafon 
(as  I  think  they  are),  then  they  certainly  are  immuta 
ble  and  indifpenfable,  and  everlafting  happinefs  de 
pends  upon  their  perfect  observance,  in  cafe  there  is 
no  redemption.  So  you  muft  either  deny  the  moral 
principle  and  its  neceflity,  or  admit  that  a  redemp 
tion  is  neceiTary,  as  there  exirt  thoufands  of  men 
who  have  acled  contrary  to  that  principle,  and  are 
left  without  hope  by  your  fcheme.  Do  you  obierve 
how  you  wound  your  caufe  ?  The  deift  always  acts 
inccnfiflently,  and  plays  the  fool,  betraying  his  own 
iyftem,  except  when  he  denies  every  moral  obliga 
tion,  and  transforms  mankind  into  a  fociety  of  de 
vils.  And  what  do  you  mean  by  the  requidtion, 
that  we  are  to  imitate  God  in  every  thing  fcientifi- 
cal  ?  In  what  fenfe  may  fcience  be  aicribed  to  the 
Omnifcient  ?  How  in  every  thing  mechanical  ?  Won-, 
derful  the  religion  and  the  wifclom  of  the  deiils !  We 
never  knew  before,  that  God  Almighty  is  a  me 
chanic,  or  that  any  of  the  phenomena  of  nature  can 
be  accounted  for  on  the  principles  of  mechanifm. 
This  grand  difcovery  was,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  this  day,  referved  for  the  fupcrlative  faga- 
city  of  red-nofed  Tom,  who  poffeffes  the  impudence 
of  oppofing  fuch  deliriums  to  Chriftianity. 

Text.  The  Almighty  is  the  great  mechanic  of 
the  creation  ;  the  firil  philofopher,  and  the  original 
teacher  of  all  fcience  !  !  ! 

Comment.  Yon  have  already  difhonoured  the  Al 
mighty  with  fo  many  degrading  appellations,  that  we 
fhall  not  be  furprifcd  to  hear  you  rcprefcnt  him  as 
the  great  clock-maker,  houfe-carpcntcr,  taylor,  and 
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fhoemaker  of  the  creation  ;  or  to  hear  you  defcribe 
him  as  a  metaphylician,  difTecler,  and  frog-catcher  ; 
or  as  a  teacher  of  arithmetic,  weaving,  and  fencing. 
But  before  you  proceed  in  this  raving  career,  we 
\vifh  you  may  explain  the  phenomena  of  attraction, 
gravity,  or  mnfcnlar  motion,  upon  the  principles  of 
mechanifm  ;»  the  trial  may  happily  cure  you  of  your 
frenzy. 

Text.  If  we  condder  the  nature  of  our  condition 
here,  we  might  fee  there  is  no  occalion  for  fuch  a, 
thing  as  a  revealed  religion. 

Comment.  Or  rather  a  very  great  occaiion,  as  the 
irreligious  madmen,  who  now  call  God  a.  philofopher 
and  a  mechanic,  may  after  a  while  defcribe  him  as  a, 
bear  or  a  wolf. 

Text.  What  is  it  we  want  to  know  ? 
Comment.  The  conditions  of  amendment  and 
pardon,  according  to  the  law  of  reafon  (commonly 
called  the  law  of  nature,  though  improperly),  and 
with  infinite  juflice  ;  the  original  and  the  end  of  the 
natural  and  moral  evils  exifting  in  this  world  ;  the 
mode  of  perceptive  knowledge  and  confcioufnefs, 
after  the  death  of  the  body.  Here  is  fodder  for  your 
free-thinking. 

Text.  Does  not  the  creation,  the  univerfe  we  be 
hold,  preach  to  us  the  exiitence  of  a  mighty  Power, 
that  governs  and  regulates  the  whole  ?  and  is  not 
the  evidence  that  this  creation  holds  out  to  our 
fenfes,  infinitely  ilronger  than  any  thing  we  can 
read  in  a  book  ? 

Comment.  You  are  juft  as  ignorant  in  philofophy 
as  in  religion,  and  only  remarkable  for  your  fwag- 
gcring  ;  elfe  you  would  know,  that  the  notion  of  a 
creation  is  purely  an  article  of  revealed  faith,  and 
not  demonftrable  by  human  reafon.  We  may  con 
ceive  a  fabrication  of  the  univerfe  from  pre-exiftent 
matter  ;  but  we  cannot  form  a  conception  of  a  crea 
tion  that  is  a  production  of  the  univerfe,  from  no 
thing. 
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thing.  Hence  it  is,  that  a  great  portion  of  man 
kind  has  ever  remained  ignorant  of  a  creator  and  a, 
creation.  The  Greeks  dated  the  origin  of  the  gods 
and  of  men  from  a  chaos,  and  the  Chinefe  are  gene 
rally  pantheilts  or  polytheifts.  To  believe  heavenly 
beings  iuperior  to  men,  is  a  common  notion  with 
the  heathen  nations  ;  but  this  notion  is  far  Ihort  of 
the  idea  of  a  God  exifting  as  creator  and  ruler  of  the 
univerfe.  So  your  work  mufl  be  done  over  again  ; 
men  muft  be  informed  of  a  creation,  before  they  can 
conclude  any  thing  from  it ;  and  for  fuch  an  informa 
tion  the  Bible  was  necefTary.  But  to  proceed  :  I  be 
lieve  the  almighty  power  of  God,  but  not  on  the 
ilrength  of  your  reprefentation.  Almighty  power  and 
infinite  power  are  certainly  one  and  the  fame  thing  ; 
and  the  univerfe  does  not  preach,  or  evidence  fuch 
a  power,  becaufe  the  univerfe  is  not  an  infinite,  but 
only  a  finite  thing.  Here  is  fomething,  Tom,  to 
try  your  force  in  philofophy.  Shall  we  admit  of  a 
greater  degree  of  power  in  the  caufe,  than  is  fuifi- 
cient  to  explain  the  effect  ?  Our  folar  fyltem,  for  ex 
ample,  is  an  objedt  ofvaft,  but  not  of  infinite  mag 
nitude.  Conceive  to  yourfelf  an  infinite  number  of 
fuch  lyftems,  ftanding  in  contiguity,  what  would 
they  form  ? — only  a  linglc  line  of  infinite  length, 
but  meafurable  in  its  diameter  ;  and  the  great  por 
tion  of  infinite  fpace  would  remain  an  empty  void. 
Confequently  it  is  truth,  and  demonurable  from 
algebra,  that  an  infinite  number  of  finite  things, 
however  great,  will  not  conftitute  an  infinity  of 
magnitude ;  and  that  their  production  may  require 
a  great,  but  not  an  infinite  power.  The  univerfe, 
therefore,  not  being  infinite  in  magnitude,  is  not  a 
full  and  adequate  expreffion  of  the  infinite  power  of 
God  ;  and  if  creation  and  regulation  are  the  only 
exertions  of  his  power,  then  the  great  portion  of  that 
has  ever  lain  dormant  and  unexerted.  Chriftianity 
alone  folves  this  difficulty,  teaching  the  eternal 

emanation 
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emanation  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  an 
adequate  exertion  of  infinite  power.  When  you 
again  introduce  a  preaching  univerfe,  let  it  preach 
truth  and  reafon,  and  don't  pollute  its  tongue  with 
the  foolifh  fripperies  of  your  deifm. 

Text.  As  for  morality,  the  knowledge  of  it  exifts 
in  every  man's  conference. 

Comment.  Stomach,  you  may  poflihly  mean,  as 
your  morality  feems  to  have  its  feat  in  your  (lomach. 
Behonelt  for  once,  and  confefs  to  the  truth,  that  you 
apoftatizecl  for  the  fake  of  your  belly.  Do  you  know 
what  confcience  is  ?  The  confcioufnefs  which  every 
man  poffefFes  of  his  qwn  notions  refpetfing  right 
and  wrong,  and  of  the  relation  which  his  actions 
bear  to  fuch  notions.  The  knowledge  of  morality 
with  you,  then,  is  the  confcioufnefs  of  moral  know 
ledge  ;  or,  in  other  words",  to  know  morality  is 
knowingly  to  know  it.  This  foolifh  jingle  on* 
words  you  propofe  for  a  rule  of  action,  according  to 
which  men  are  to  conduct  themfelves  !  From  this 
farnple  we  may  judge  of  younmoral  knowledge,  and 
of  tlie  worth  of  your  religion.  Confcience  is  not  a 
rule  of  conduct,  becaufe  it  accommodates  itfelf  to 
the  opinions  of  men,  and  even  to  their  errors.  It 
permits  the  Chinefe  to  expofe  his  children,  the  Ota- 
heitean  to  offer  human  facrifices,  the  French  Direc 
tory  to  pillage, burn,  and  maffacre;  and  you,  Tom,  it 
permits  to  ad  the  impoitor,  the  liar,  and  dilturber  of 
mankind. 

French  InfoJence.  Merlhi's  Letter  about  the  Erltijh 
Treaty. — From  a  French  paper  of  the  6th  of  May. 
The  Redadeur  has  published  a  letter  from  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  Juftice  to  the  Conful-General  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  dated  on  the  23d  April,  in  reply 
to  a  letter  from  the  American  Conful,  who  protefted 
again  (I  the  decree  of  confifcation  pronounced  by 
the  Commercial  Tribunal  of  Boulogne  fur  Mer,  on 
2  the 
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the  ground  that  they  had  neither  letter  of  marque, 
nor  certificate,  from  the  United  States. 

The  reply  of  our  Minifter  is  couched  in  negative 
terms,  and  concludes  thus : 

"  Let  your  Government,  returned  to  a  fenfe  of 
what  is  due  to  itfelf,  and  to  its  true  friends,  become 
jufl  ao& grateful,  and  let  it  break  the  incomprehenfebh 
treaty,  which  on  the  I9th  November,  1794,  it  con 
cluded  with  our  moil  implacable  enemies,  and  then 
the  French  Republic  will  ceafe  to  take  advantage  of 
this  treaty,  which  favours  England,  at  its  expenfe  ; 
and  no  appeals  will  then,  I  can  allure  you,  be  made 
to  any  tribunal  againfl  injuftice, 

(Signed)  "  MERLIN. 

"  P.  S.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the 
Executive  Directory  authorizes  me  to  addrefs  a  copy 
of  this  letter  to  the  tribunals  of  the  maritime  de 
partments  *.f? 

WEDNESDAY,  5th  JULY. 

0' Careys. — The  O'Careys,  in  their  paper  of  the  3d 
Inftant,  tell  their  readers  fomcthing  about  an  Ame 
rican  fans-culotte's  making  the  "  white-livered'* 
Peter  Porcupine  run  away,  &c.  &c.  It  is  ufelefs  to 
call  this  a  lie ;  mofl  people  know  it  is  ;  but,  to  cut 
the  matter  fhort,  I  am  ready  to  permit,  and  I  do 
hereby  permit,  the  fans-culotte  JAMES  CAREY  (who 
is  to  fettle  all  the  accounts  of  the  partnerfhip)  to  beat 
me  with  his  fift,  the  firfl  time  he  meets  me ;  pro- 
rnifing,  in  this  public  manner,  not  to  profecute  him 
for  fo  doing. 


*  There  are   many  who   will  pretend  to  rejoice  to-m«rrow 

4th  July),  and  would,  neverthelefs,   be  ready  to  crouch  to  thefe 

terms ;  but   is  it  not  very  ridiculous  for  fuch  m^n  to  get  drunk, 

^ind  fpend  their  money,  in  celebrating  American  Independence  ? 
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I  know  I  have  flung  this  poor  devil  often,  and 
tliat  he  thirfts  for  revenge.  He  has  now  an  oppor 
tunity  of  gratifying  it,  without  incurring  the  penalty 
of  the  law*. 

Munroe  s  Welcome.— Citizen  Munroe,  late  Mimf- 
ter  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  the  many- 
headed  defpot,  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  27th  of 
June  ;  but  it  being  feared  that  he  might  bring  a 
contagious  diftemper,  he  was  remanded  onboard  the 
veflel,  where  he  remained  till  the  dgth.  This  qua 
rantine,  if  we  confider  the  peftilential  country  from 
which  he  came,  and  the  predifpofed  ftate  of  great 
numbers  here,  was  much  too  fhort.  He  fhould  have 
remained  on  board  forty  days  at  leafl  ;  and  if,  during 
the  time,  it  had  pleaied  God  to  free  him  from  all  the 
pains  and  anxieties  attendant  on  this  life,  it  would 
have  been  a  clofe  to  his  embafly,  which  his  conduct 
during  it  moft  affuredly  merits,  and  which  would 
have  faved  me  the  trouble  of  recording  his  WEL 
COME. 

On  Saturday,  the  lit  July,  1797,  an  entertain 
ment,  fays  Bache,  was  given  to  Moniieur  Munroe  ; 
^t  which  were  prefent ; 

The  Vice  prefident  of  the  United  States  (Mon- 
fieur  JcfFcrfon). 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
(Moniieur  Dayton). 

The  Chief  Juftice  of  poor  Pennfylvania  (Monfieur 
M'Kean). 

Moniieur  Tazewell,  a  fenator  from  Virginia. 

*  I  have  no  other  motive  for  preferring  fuch  an  article  as  this, 
than  that  of  recording  the  defiance,  which  I  hurled  in  the  teeth  of 
thefe  mifcreant  Careys.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  combat  great 
numbers  of  renegado  Britifli  and  Irifli,  but  I  believe  that  the 
whole  lift  does  not  furnifh  two  more  unprincipled  and  malignant; 
villains  than  thefe. 
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Befides  a  great  number  of  members  of  Congrefs, 
and  a  due  proportion  of  the  mob.  The  convives 
met  at  a  large  beer-houfe  near  the  theatre,  and 
the  entertainment  was  opened  by  a  fpeech,  deli 
vered  to  Munroe  by  Judge  M'Kean,  in  the  following 
words  : 

€t  FELLOW-CITIZEN, 

"  Upon  your  return  from  an  arduous  and  interefr.- 
ing  miffion,  your  fellow-citizens  wh'o  are  now  af- 
fembled,  have  requested  an  opportunity  to  prefent  a 
cordial  congratulation,  and  perfonally  to  renew  the 
exprefiion  of  their  refpecl:  and  attachment. 

"  At  the  period  of  your  appointment  as  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Republic  of  France,  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  United  States  had  been  rendered  highly 
critical  by  the  operation  of  the  European  war,  upon 
the  principles  of  their  alliance  with  France,  from 
which  effential  advantages  had  been  derived  in  our 
revolutionary  conteft ;  and  upon  the  principles  of 
their  neutrality,  with  which  the  peace  and  profperity 
of  our  country  were  infeparably  connected.  It  was, 
therefore,  Sir,  with  great  fatisfaclion  we  found,  that, 
after  a  lapfe  of  fome  time  in  fearch  of  a  man  worthy 
of  the  important  commiffion  of  expreffing  the  wifhes 
of  the  United  States  for  the  happinefs  of  our  allies, 
and  of  drawing  clofer  the  bonds  of  amity,  the  Pre^ 
fident,  knowing  (as  he  himfelf  obferved)  your  fidelity, 
probity,  and  conduct,  fele&ed  you  from  among  the 
diftinguifhed  citizens  of  America,  to  execute  fo  ho 
nourable  an  office.  It  is  with  great  fatisfaclion,  that, 
after  viewing  all  the  evidence  of  your  diplomatic  tranf- 
acYions,  we  find,  that  you  have  uniformly  endea 
voured  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  your  miffion ;  to  render 
your  country  and  yourfelf  agreeable  to  the  Republic  of 
France,  and  to  maintain,  on  all  occafions,  the  inter- 
efts  and  connexions  of  the  two  nations. 

"  With 
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te  With  the  confcious  rectitude,  which  a  mind  like 
yours  mull  feel,  the  machinations  of  the  inlidious, 
and  the  flanders  of  the  profligate,  can  be  of  no  avail ; 
but  it  becomes  us,  Sir,  in  the  ipirit  of  freemen,  to  de 
clare,  that  we  conlider  the  character  of  every  citizen, 
\vho  is  employed  abroad  in  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
as  a  facr  ed  trujt,  committed  to  the  guardian/hip  of  the 
Government.  If,  indeed,  he  violates  his  public  duty, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  expofe  his 
delinquency  ;  but  if  he  deferves  well  of  his  country  j 
it  is  equally  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  protect 
Ills  honour  from  obloquy  and  reproach. 

"  Of  you,  Sir, '  we  have  heard  nothing,  for  which 
an  American  republican  ought  to  blufh,  from  any 
fburce  of  information  which  a  candid  man  ought  to 
believe.  Return,  therefore,  to  the  arms  of  your  fel 
low-citizens,  with  an  honeft  pride,  as  they  receive 
you  with  an  affectionate  warmth ;  and  continue  to 
deferve  their  confidence  by  the  fame  means  which 
acquired  it — by  an  adlive  fupport  of  the  legitimate 
principles  of  our  government,  of  liberty,  and  repub 
lican  ifm. 

"  In  behalf  of  the  citizens  prefent, 

"  THOMAS  M<KEAN  *." 

Citizen 


*  I  am  not  able  to  inform  my  readers  whether  the  returned 
Monlieur  did  really  jump  into  their  arms,  or  not.  By  his  not 
being  fuffocated,  I  fhould,  however,  imagine  that  he  had  too  much 
prudence  to  yield  to  the  Judge's  invitation. 

Mrs.  M'Kean's  hufband  feems,  by  this  fpeech,  to  think  that  the 
Government  ought  to  interfere,  when  an  envoy  to  a  foreign  coun 
try  is  loaded  with  obloquy  and  reproach^  becaufe  fuch  a  perion's 
character  is  a  "  lacred  truft  committed  to  the  guardianihip  of  the 
Government."  Very  well :  now  then,  Mr.  Chief  Juftice,  pray 
tell  me  why  this  never  came  into  your  head  before.  Were  not  you 
one  of  a  committee  who  drew  up  a  moil  flanderous  remonflrance 
againft  Mr.  Jay  and  the  Britifh  treaty  ?  Were  you  not  on  the  ftage, 
©r  rather  fcaffold,  (good  God  !  a  Chief  Judge  upon  a  fcaffold  !) 

when. 
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Citizen  Munroes  Reply. — "  Fellow -citizens,  The 
plcafure  I  derive  in  returning  to  my  native  country, 
after  the  clofe  of  the  difficult  and  important  million 
with  which  I  have  been  honoured,  is  greatly  height 
ened  by  the  friendly  and  affectionate  manner  iti 
which  you  receive  me  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  allure  you. 
that  the  fenthnents  of  efleem  and  regard  which  you 
are  pleafed  to  exprefs  in  my  favour,  are  reciprocated 
for  you,  with  equal  iincerity  and  warmth  on  my 
part. 

"  When  the  character  and  objecls  of  the  war  on 
the  part  of  the  coalefced  powers,  were  coniidered,  it 
was  to  be  expecled  that  its  incidents  would  place  the 
United  States  in  a  lituation  fomewhat  critical,  and 
which  could  not  otherwife  than  be  increafed  by  the 
ancient  and  fubfifting  regulations  between  thofe 
States  and  the  fcverai  parties  to  the  war.  It  was 
feared  by  many  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  recon 
cile  the  obligations  we  owed  to  France,  as  the  an- 


\vben  the  kojieft  Blair  M^Clenachan  propofed  to  kick  that  treaty  t* 
bdl ;  when  Mr.  Jay  was  termed  "  the  officiate  of  Grenville,"  and 
when  the  poor  deluded  populace  were  clearly  given  to  underftand 
that  h«  was  a  traitor? — You  were  in  Philadelphia  when  a  picture 
was  dragged  through  the  ftreets,  reprefenting  this  Envoy  in  the  act 
of  receiving  British  guineas  for  the  fale  of  his  country,  and  yet  you 
never  told  the  world,  either  from  the  bench  or  from  a  beer-houfe, 
that  it  was  "  incumbent  upon  the  povernment  to  protect  bis  honour 
from  obloquy  and  reproach."  That  protection,  it  would  feein, 
is  due  to  no  one  but  him  who  has  uniformly  endeavoured  "  to 
render  himfelf  and  his  country  agreeable  to  France" 

In  general,  this  fpeech  feems  intended  as  a  compliment  to  Mon- 
(ieur  Munroe,  but  there  is  one  pail'age  of  it  that  looks  two  ways 
at  once  ;  1  mean  that  where  the  Speaker  fays  :  "  reviewing  all  the 
evidence  of  your  diplomatic  tranfactions,"  &c.  &c. — Whether 
Mr.  M'Kean  had  taken  a  morning's  dram,  whether  his  mind  was 
jfet  a-urandering  by  the  looks  of  the  late  worthy  Minifter,  or  by 
fome  evil  genius,  I  know  not ;  but  I  am  certain,  that  if  I  wef« 
to  enter  a  room,  and  hear  a  Judge  talking  to  a  man  about  review 
ing  the  evidence  of  his  tranfadtioiis,  I  (hould  think  he  was  addreff- 
Ing  fome  thief,  or  traitor. 

ciqnt 
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cient  and  deferving  ally  of  the  United  States,  with 
that  fyftem  of  neutrality,  it  was  in  other  reipects  fb 
greatly  their  interefl  and  inclination  to  preferve. 
With  reafon,  therefore,  was  the  tafk  which  de 
volved  upon  any  reprefentative  of  thefe  States 
deemed  a  difficult  one,  fince  it  became  his  duty  to 
conciliate  the  wifhes  orFrance  with  that  fyftem  his 
country  was  difpofed  to  purfue. 

"  In  accepting  this  truft,  a  trufl  I  never  folicitedj 
and  which  I  accepted  with  diffidence,  I  did  it  with 
a  view  to  promote  thefe  objects,  fo  important  to  the 
welfare  of  my  own  country. 

"  My  whole  miflion,  therefore,  was  employed 
in  a  continual  effort  to  promote  harmony  between 
the  two  republics,  and  which  I  did  with  fervenjt 
zeal,  becaule,  by  fo  doing,  I  promoted  an  object 
which  was  near  my  heart :  nor  did  I  purfue  this 
policy  upon  my  arrival  in  France  from  the  impulfe 
of  my  own  heart  only.  The  bafis  of  my  communi 
cations  to  the  Government,  and  of  my  general  con 
duct  there,  in  thofe  refpects,  was  laid  by  our  Admi- 
niflration,  under  whofe  orders  I  acted,  and  bj 
whofe  inflructions  I  was  guided. 

<c  That  I  have  done  my  duty,  to  the  beft  of  my 
abilities,  in  the  place  to  which  I  was  called  by  the 
Adminiftration,  and  where,  I  am  happy  to  hear,  I 
was  followed  with  the  good  opinion  of  fo  many  of 
my  countrymen,  is  a  truth  which  yields  me  a  con- 
folation  that  nothing  can  deprive  me  of.  I  am 
happy  too  to  find,  upon  a  review  of  my  conduct,  by 
fuch  documents  as  have  been  laid  before  you,  that  it 
obtains  your  entire  approbation.  Well  fatisfied  I  am 
that  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  my  conduct, 
through  the  whole  of  my  fervice,  ihanyou  no^v  poffefs, 
will  tend  to  confirm  the  favourable  impreffion  you 
have  already  imbibed. 

"  Accept,  fellow-citizens,   my  thanks  for  your 

friendly 
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-friendly  attention  to  me  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and 
of  my  beil  vvifhes  for  your  individual  happinefs. 

"  JAMES  MUNROE*." 

TOASTS.— i.  The  United  States. 

2.  The  Republic  of  France. 

3.  Perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between  the 
lifter  republics  of  America  and  France. 

4.  The  Republic  of  Batavia. 

5.  The  Republic  of  Lombardy. 

6.  Reprefentative  government  and  republicanifm 
to  all  nations. 

7.  The  univerfal  interefts  of  agriculture. 

8.  The  univerfal  freedom  of  commerce. 

9.  The  univerfal  advancement  of  arts  and  fciences. 

10.  The  people  and  the  government. 

11.  Peace  and  liberty  to  all  the  world. 
VOLUNTEERS — (After  the  Vice-prefident  had  re- 

tired)-i-77/£  man  of  the  people,  Thomas  JefFeribn. 

(Mr.  Dayton  having  retired) — The  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 

(Mr.  Munroe  having  retired) — James  Munroe. 

(The  Chief  Juftice  having  retired}— Our  Prefi- 
uent,  Thomas  M'Kean. 

Buonaparte,  more  glorious  as  a  peace-maker  than 
as  a  conqueror. 

(By  Mr.  Lyon) — Perfeverance  and  fuccefs  to  the 
United  Irijhmen. 


*  Who  would  not  imagine,  upon  reading  this,  without  any 
previous  intimation  refpefting  the  parties,  that  the  Ex-miniiter 
was  fpeaking  to  the  Executive  and  Senate  ?  "  I  am  happy  to  find, 
<c  upon  a  review  of  my  conduct,  by  fucb  documents  as  have  been. 
"  laid  before  you,  that  it  obtains^0#r  approbation  /" — And  then  he 
hints  that  they  are  about  to  receive  fuller  accounts  of  his  wonhi- 
nefs :  other  documents.  If  a  recalled  Envoy  were  addreffing/A?  Go 
vernment,  this  language  would  be  proper;  but  Monf.  Munroe's 
reply,  confidering  the  circumftances  under  which  it  was  delivered, 
is,  to  fay  no  worie  of  it,  a  confirmation  of  what  his  ipeech  to 
liarras  and  Co.  gave  us  good  reaion  to  fufpecl. 

VOL.  vi.  H  May 
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May  Americans  return  from  the  commercial  fpirit 
of  1795  to  the  patriotic  fpirit  of  1775. 

(By  Mr.  Freeman  of  MaffachufettsN, — Perpetual 
union  to  the  American  Republic ;  and  difappoint- 
ment  to  the  hopes  of  the  anti-federaliiis,  who  en 
tertain,  or  dare  even  vvhifper,  a  ientiment  unfa 
vourable  to  it. 

Farmer  Giles  of  Virginia. 

Thofe  heroes  who  fell  in  defence  of  American 
liberty. 

May  the  Britifh  Adminiftration  hang  together  in 
fpite  of  Oppofition. 

May  the  ariilocrats  turn  Chriftians,  and  work  out 
their  falvation  by  fear  and  trembling. 

(By  General  Col  lot) — Thole  who  have  fought  for 
liberty  fince  April  iSth,  1775. 

The  memory  of  Benjamin  Franklin  *. 

THURSDAY, 


*  The  volunteer  toads  are  the  only  ones  worth  noticing. — 
Jtfferfon  is  called  the  man  of  tic  people ,  and  ib  is  the  bone  ft  Charles 
Fox. — Mafter  Dayton,  the  I'equejlrator,  has  now  fully  difcovered 
himfclf.  This  feftival  has  fettlea  his  character,  and  characterized 
his  politics  for  ever, — I  have  no  objection  to  their  toafting  Judge 
M4Kean ;  but  the  unmannerly  brutes  might  have  added  his  lady. 
— Mr.  Lyon's  toaft:  "  Succefs  to  the  United  Irijbmen"  leads  one 
to  vvifli  him  amongit  them  :  nor  does  this  by  any  menns  prevent 
our  wifhing  them  the  necklace  that  they  Co  richly  deferve. — Mr. 
Freeman  or  Mafiachnfetts  is  lott-brained,  but  that  he  cannot  help  : 
his  toaft  is  the  ftupideft  tentence  that  ever  dropped  from  drunken 
lips. — General  Collot's  toaft  is  a  little  (ingular  :  "  Thofe  who  have 
fought  for  liberty  Jince  2%ik  April,  1775." — All  thofe  who  have 
fought  for  liberty  before  that  time  may  go  to  the  devil  for  what  the 
General  cares,  bccaufe,  till  then,  thefe  iimpletons  were  not  fight 
ing  for  France.  Since  177',  every  gun  that  has  been  fired,  in 
what  is  called  the.  caufe  of  liberty,  has  conduced  to  the  influence, 
the  power,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  French.  This  they  know 
well ;  and  it  is  in  this  light,  nnd  no  other,  that  a  Frenchman  looks 
upon  the  American  revolution  as  an-  event  worthy  of  celebration. 
General  Collot  commanded  at  Gundaioupe  when  that  illand  was- 
taken  by  the  Englifh  ;  and,  alas  •  he  chofe  being  fent  here  inftead 
of  to  France.  Whether  be' fought  much  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  I 
know  not ;  but  this  I  know,^  arid  it  is  well  worthy  of  obfervation, 

that 
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THURSDAY,  6th  JCJLY. 

Dayton. — To  the  Editor  of  Porcupine's  Gazette. 
Sir,  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  every  influence 
has  been  ufed  by  Mr.  Dayton,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  to  fupprefs  that  cowardly 
paflage,  in  a  fpeech  made  "by  him,  replying  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  Prefident,  relative  to  the  fpoliations 
of  France,  and  the  conduct  to  be  obferved  towards 
that  republic,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  :  and 
I  have  the  more  reafon  for  the  fuppoiition,  as  the 
general  tenour  of  that  fpeech  was  given  in  feveral 
papers,  omitting  only  the  following  part,  to  which 
I  allude  :  "  For  my  fart ;,  I  am  free  to  confefs,  that  I 
"  wotild  give  up  every  thing  Jhort  of  the  Independence 
"  of  America,  rather  than  rijk  a  rupture  with 
"  France!!'"  This  paffage.  Sir,  is  carefully  fup- 
preffed.  If  fuch  fuppreffion  proceeded  from  a  fenfe 
of  its  impropriety,  or  from  a  thorough  conviction 
that  it  was  wrong,  then  I  would  be  the  laft  to  tear 
the  bandage  from  the  wound.  No ;  the  uniform 
tenour  of  Mr.  Dayton's  conduct  breathes,  if  not  the 
influence  of  French  gold,  at  lead  a  clofe  adherence 
to  French  politics ;  politics  which,  at  the  prefent 
hour,  can  only  be  conlidered  as  derogatory  to  the 
honour,  to  the  intereft,  to  the  independence  of 
America;  and  fully  exemplified  in  the  above  quoted 
paffage,  which  his  conftituents  will,  doubtlefs,  at  a 
proper  time,  remember  and  reward. 

Can  any  men  who  really  love  their  country,  he- 
fitate  to  fpurn  fuch  fentiments  as  the  Speaker  lately 
breathed  ?  I  fhould  denounce  them  if  they  could. 
Awake,  fons  of  Columbia  !  convince  the  world  the 


that  he  is  the  very  identical  French  General  who  has  been  reconnoi 
tring  our  weftern  countries !  This  muft  be  a  very  proper  perfon. 
for  our  recalled  Minifter  to  fu  bin  it  his  u  document?*  to  ;  and  his 
*'  approbation"  ought  certainly  to  make  him  very  happy  ! 

H  &  fpirit 


too  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

fpirit  is  not  fled  which  was  formerly  the  boaft  of  this 
then  happy  country.  Call  not,  by  pulillanimity, 
a  Ugh  from  the  fhades  of  Warren,  of  Montgomery, 
and  of  thofe  heroes  who  died  martyrs  in  the  caufe  of 
freedom.  Could  they  rife  from  the  tomb,  they 
would  doubtlefs  abhor  the  wretch  who,  for  private 
advantage  or  infatiable  revenge,  might  wifh  to 
barter  our  glorious  independence,  and  throw  be 
neath  the  iron  rod  of  the  tyrannic  oppreffion  of 
France,  that  dear  country,  which  to  preferve  from 
the  fway  of  Britain,  they  early  loll  their  lives  *. 

The  warm  partifans  (and  it  is  lamentable  to  think, 
there  fhould  be  any  partifans  in  favour  of  our  po 
litical  Janus)  may  poilibly  attempt  to  apologize,  and 
aflert  that  Mr.  Dayton's  delicacy  wifhed  not  to  offend 
France  and  Spain  by  any  language  that  might  be 
ungrateful  to  their  tender  fenfibility !  Let  me  afk, 
whether  fuch  delicacy  operated  when  war  with 
Great  Britain  was  apprehended  ?  If  it  did  not,  in 
reply  we  may  fuppofe,  the  Government  of  that 
country  underflood  not  the  beat  of  the  gentleman's 
pulfe,  had  not  thought  of  applying  the  proper 
emollient,  or  fought  to  divert  his  mania  by  the  all- 
powerful  dud  of  gold.  Then,  his  delicacy  flood 
not  in  the  way  :  he  could  bawl,  and  talk  of  wrongs, 
which  no  one  underflood,  and  rifk  all  that  was 
valuable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  dubbed  the 
patriot — -the  Quixote  of  the  day.  Thus  Mr.  Dayton 
can,  like  the  cold  and  wearied  traveller,  blow  hot 
and  cold  with  the  fame  breath.  Would  to  God, 
when  next  his  duplicity  is  detected,  the  Americans 
would  act  the  manly  part,  as  did  the  cottager  in  the 
fable,  and  chafe  him  for  ever  from  their  councils  ! 

I  feel,  Sir,  my  fpirit  roufed  ;    I  feel  a  refentment 


*  Methinks  this  admirer  of  barren  and  Montgomery  fhould  b$ 
a  little  cautious  how  he  condemns  the  conduit  of  the  French 
j-ebcJs,  v*4«- 

awakened 


JULY,,  1797.  lor 

awakened  in  my  bofom,  which  reafon  tells  me 
ought  not  only  to  actuate  mine,  hat  every  independ 
ent  heart,  not  only  for  the  paft  atrocities  of  tin's 
Sir  Archy  M'Sycophant,  but  for  a  late  infult  he 
has  offered  to  Spain,  after  its  being  underftood  his 
delicacy  would  not  offend  the  tender  fenllbility  of 
that  country,  or  of  the  French  Republic.  What 
then  does  this  man  ?  Some  days  ago  he  compofed 
one  of  the  filly  few,  that  committed  themfelves  to 
their  country  and  pofterity,  by  attending  the  civic 
feaft  given  to  Citizen  Munroe  after  his  return  from 
an  embaffy  to  France,  from  whence  it  is  well  un- 
derilood  he  was  recalled,  on  a  fuppofition  of  having 
betrayed  the  rights  and  interefrs  of  America.  He 
joined  the  motley  group  of  unthinking  fools,  in  the 
many  contemptible  fentiments  that  were  uttered  and 
adopted ;  two  from  which  number  I  fhall  felecl : 
the  firrr.  particularly  refers  to  my  obfervation  on  the 
duplicity  of  Mr.  Dayton's  conduct,  and  was  given 
in  thefe  exprefs  words  : 
46  Refrefentative  government  and  republicanifrn  to  all 

nations" 

Is  not  this  a  pointed  infult  to  one  of  the  nations, 
whofe  tender  fenjibility  he  has  been  fo  careful  not  to 
offend  ?  But  perhaps  Mr.  Dayton,  although  he  re 
buked  Mr.  Harper  for  the  affertion,  may  not  will 
ingly  allow  Spain  to  be  considered  as  an  inde 
pendent  nation,  but  only  to  be  viewed  as  a  colony 
to  France.  Should  that,  however,  not  be  his  opi 
nion,  then  the  infult  is  itill  more  offenlive,  iince  he 
has  publicly  wifhed  monarchy  in  that  country  over 
thrown,  and  republicanilm  crammed  down  the 
throats  of  the  Spaniards  in  fpite  of  their  teeth.  But 
Mr.  Dayton  can  only  be  confident  in  inconfiftency. 
Having  thus,  Sir,  pointed  out  the  abfurdity  of 
our  Machiavelian  in  politics,  and  held  him  up  to 
public  view,  I  fhall  conclude  with  a  remark  on  the 
ientiment  growled,  rather  than  uttered,  by  the  Wild 

H  3  Beaii 


io2  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

Beafl  of  Vermont,  which,  if  1  recollect  right,  wa$ 
comprifed  in  thefe  words  : 

"  Perfeverance  andfuccefs  ta  the  United  IriJJimen" 
A   toaft   which  carries  with  it  much  of  the  fame 
generous  complexion  as  the  other,  and  mud  con 
vince  every  rational  mind,  by  the  hearty  applaufe 
and  concurrence  given  to  the  fame,  how  very,  very 
folicitous  this  Mr.  Dayton  is  not  to  give  offence  to 
other  nations.     Let  us,  however,  awake  the  feel7 
ings  of  every  honeft   American,  by  a  fuppoiition, 
that  a  fociety  could  poffibly  exift   in  Ireland,   or  in 
any  civilized  country,   who  would  unite,  either  in, 
fentiment  or  in  acl,  to  wifh,  or  indirectly  efpoufe 
the  emancipation   of  iix   hundred  thoufand   black 
flaves,  Scattered  throughout  the  United  States— how 
would  fuch  information  be  received  ?  Good  heavens! 
\yith  what  delegation  would  the  horde  capable  of 
adopting  fuch  principles,  be  confidered  !    Would  H 
not  be  regarded  as  the  iignal  for  rapine  and  brutal 
ferocity— for  the  commencement  of  a  fcene  more. 
fanguinary  than  ever  was  praclifed  by  the  fierceft 
favage,  or  even  the  blood-iiained  tyrants  of  France; 
and  for  lighting  the  firebrand  of  rebellion,  which, 
would,  alas  !  too  fatally  hnrl  amongil  the  affrighte4 
multitude  the  dagger  of  deirrudion  ?   In  fuch  a  cafe 
every  tongue  would  be  alive  to  reprobate  the  fenti 
ment,  and  every  heart  would  Ih udder  at  its  dreadful 
conferences. 

FRIDAY,    7th  JULY. 

Smith  of  Baltimore. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ge* 
neral  Smith,  dated  Baltimore,  4th  of  July,  1797,  to 
a  Member  of  Cqngrefs.  "  Captain  Singer,  twelve 
'.'  days  from  Port-de-Paix,  arrived  laft  night,  fays 
f  that  Santhonax  has  ordered  all  captures  and  con- 
ff  derrjnation  of  American  property  to  ceafe,  in  con- 

V  fequencc^ 
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"  fequence,  as  was  reported,  of  orders  from  France. 
"  He  adds,  that  two  or  three  American  velfels  lately 
"  taken  were  liberated  in  conformity.  Captain  Singer 
"  is  a  very  rcfpeclable  man,  and  fays,  I  may  rely  on 
"  the  truth  of  this  account*." 

Sfanljh  Magnanimity. — Extract  of  a  letter  from 
Captain  Fairchild,  of  the  Ihip  Levant,  of  this  port, 
dated  Algeziras,  May  10,  1797.  "  1  was  taken  by 
a  Spanifh  privateer  and  carried  into  Cent  a,  where  my 
fhip  was  immediately  condemned.  The  lenience  was 
read  to  me  in  Spaniih,  and  only  a  few  words  inter 
preted,  fucli  as  tc  that  I  was  from  London,  had  an 

Engliih  jack  on  board,  was  a  d d  Englishman," 

&c.  after  which  I  was  bid  to  get  out  of  the  room  ; 
and  underwent  a  confinement  of  ten  days  :  at  length 
was  fent  here  with  my  crew,  in  order  to  be  exchanged 
at  Gibraltar  as  Englishmen.  I  have,  however,  lince 
got  my  liberty,  and  permillion  to  go  to  Malaga,  and 
have  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  for  my  (hip. 
There  is  great  talk  here  of  a  war  with  America  : 
the  brig  Minerva,  Bray,  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  brig 
Hawk,  Hall,  of  New-York,  were  alio  condemned  at 
Ceuta.  Ship  Polly,  Captain  Shafli,  of  Salem  ;  brig 
pifpatch,  Brain,  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  ihip  Three 
Brothers,  Smith,  Portland,  are  condemned  at  Ma- 
lagaf," 


*  I  wonder  how  much  General  Smith  icceived  for  giving  cur 
rency  to  this  lie.  It  is  faid  the  price  of  patriotiim  has  fallen  below 
par  lately;  owing,  I  fuppole,  to  Fnuchet's  and  Co.  rcfufing  to 
deal.  General  Smith's  is  laid  to  be  of  a  fuperior  quality,  but  a 
good  deal  worn. 

•f  Now  let  the  patriotic  partifans  of  France  and  Spain,  with 
Monfieur  Swanwick  at  their  head,  come  forward  and  juilify  this 
conduct  of  the  Spaniards,  as  they  already  have  done  that  of  rhe 
French.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will,  uhen  a  proper  occafr>n 
prelents  itfelf ;  for  it  is  little  difference  to  them  what  they  lay  or 
iio,  io  tha,t  $hey  receive  their  reward. 

H  4  French 
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French  Cruelly. — Various  reports  being  in  circula 
tion  refpecling  the  unfortunate  fate  of  Mrs.  Laurence, 
paflenger  on  board  the  bark  Neptune,  Captain 
O'Connor,  from  this  port  to  Jamaica,  taken  by  the 
French  privateer  Refource,  Shaller,  mounting  two 
guns  ;  we  have  taken  pains  to  obtain  the  following, 
which  is  an  extract  from  the  Captain's  letter  to  his 
owner  in  this  city,  dated  at  Cape  Frangois,  in  June. 

"  The  lady  (Mrs.  Laurence)  I  had  pafTenger  on 
"  board,  killed  herfelf  eight  days  after  they  carried 
"  me  into  Port  Plate — for  what  reafon  I  cannot  tell. 
"  The  Captain  of  the  privateer  took  every  thing  be- 
"  longing  to  her,  and  would  not  let  me  look  at  any 
"  of  her  papers  *." 

Stibanwick's  Toaft. — At  the  civic  feftival  given  to 
Citizen  Munroe,  Mr.  Swanwick  is  faid  to  have  given 
as  his  volunteer  toaft,  "  The  rights  of  women."  The 
little  man  does  well  to  turn  out  as  a  volunteer,  for 
certain  1  am,  no  lady  will  ever  give  a  lounty  for  Us 
Service.  Mr.  Swanwick's  toaft  puts  me  in  mind  of 
the  pious  old  precept :  u  he  that  can't  fing  pfalms^ 
let  him  pray." 

MONDAY,   ioth  JULY. 

Summary  of  the  extra  SeJJion  of  Congre/s.—~Thl$ 
day  clofed  the  extraordinary  feflion  of  tiiz  fifth  Con- 
grefs  of  the  United  States.  This  feflion  was  convened 
by  the  President  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  laying 
before  the  National  Council  difpatches  lately  received 
from  General  Pirickney,  AmbafTador  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  French  Republic;  containing  a  detail  of  his 
conduct  in  France,  from  the  time  of  his  arrival,  to 
that  of  his  final  rejection  and  difmiffal,  without  a 

*  And  yet  you  find  that  this  awakens  no  indignation  in  the 
public  !    Wretched  itate  of  fociety  ! 
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hearing,  by  the  haughty  republican  cabinet.  The 
feffion  opened  on  the  i  ^th  of  May,  when  the  Houfe 
of  Representatives  chofe  Jonathan  Dayton  for  their 
Speaker  by  a  great  majority,  a  reward  of  his  double- 
faced  conduct  during  the  lafl  Congrefs. 

Concerning  the  chooling  of  the  Clerk  certain  cir- 
cumitances  have  already  been  related.  The  federal 
party  carried  their  point  in  oufting  the  old  Clerk, 
Beckley,  and  tilling  his  place  with  Mr.  Condle,  a 
man  who  was  fuppofed  to  entertain  principles  more 
confonant  to  their  own.  Upon  a  more  Uriel  obferv- 
ation  of  the  characters  of  the  two  men,  it  appears, 
however,  that  the  victory  was  of  a  trifling  nature ; 
Condie  is  a  poor  time-ferving  creature  ;  a  mere  office- 
hunter,  like  all  his  connexions.  He  is  one  of  the 
numerous  multitude  who  feem  to  look  upon  them- 
felves  as  the  children  of  the  Government,  and  who  will 
be  fed,  ibmehow  or  other,  at  public  expenfe. 

Prejidenfs  Speech. — TUESDAY,  MAY  17,  the  Pre- 
fident  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and 
delivered  the  following  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  there 
affembled. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^ 

The  perfonal  inconvenience  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  to  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of 'Reprefentatives, 
in  leaving  their  families  and  private  affairs,  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year,  are  fo  obvious,  that  I  the  more 
regret  the  extraordinary  occaiion  which  has  rendered 
the  convention  of  Congrefs  indifpenfable.  It  would 
have  afforded  me  the  higheft  fatisfadion  to  have  been 
able  to  congratulate  you  on  a  reftoration  of  peace  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  whofe  animolities  have  en 
dangered  our  tranquillity. 

But  we  have  ftill  abundant  caufe  for  gratitude  to 
the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  national  bleffings,  for  gene- 
jral  health  and  promising  feafons,  for  domeftic  and 

focial 
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focial  happinefs,  for  the  rapid  progrefs  and  ample 
acquiiitions  of  induftry,  through  our  exteniive  terri 
tories  ;  for  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty. 
While  other  ftates  are  defolated  with  foreign  war,  or 
convulfed  with  intefiine  divilions,  the  United  States 
prefent  the  pleafing  profpecl  of  a  nation  governed  by 
mild  and  equal  laws ;  generally  fatisried  with  the 
poifeflion  of  their  rights ;  neither  envying  the  ad 
vantages,  nor  fearing  the  power  of  other  nations ; 
folicitous  only  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  juf- 
tice,  and  the  prefervation  of  liberty  ;  increaiing  daily 
in  their  attachment  to  a  fyftem  of  government,  in 
proportion  to  their  experience  of  its  utility  ;  yielding 
ready  and  general  obedience  to  laws  flowing  from 
reafon,  and  reft  ing  on  the  only  folid  foundation,  the 
affeclions  of  the  people. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  fhall  be  obliged  to 
turn  your  thoughts  to  other  circumilances,  which 
admonifh  us  that  fome  of  thefe  felicities  may  not  be 
lafting  ;  but  if  the  tide  of  our  profperity  is  full,  and 
a  reflux  commencing,  a  vigilant  circumfpeclion  be 
comes  us,  that  we  may  meet  our  reverfes  with  forti 
tude,  and  extricate  ourfelves  from  their  confequences 
with  all  the  Ikill  we  polfefs,  and  all  the  efforts  in  om* 
power. 

In  giving  to  Congrefs  information  of  the  Itate  of 
the  Union,  and  recommending  to  their  coniideration 
iuc-h  meafures  as  appear  to  me  to  be  expedient  or 
neceflary,  according  to  my  conftitutional  duty,  the 
caufes  and  the  objecl:  of  the  prefent  extraordinary 
ieffion  will  be  explained. 

After  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States  received 
information  that  the  French  Government  had  ex- 
preffed  ferious  difcontents  at  fome  proceedings  of  the 
Government  of  thefe  States,  faid  to  affecl  the  interefrs 
of  France,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  fend  to  that 
country  a  new  Minifrer,  fully  inftru6ted  to  enter  on 
fuch  amicable  difcuffions,  and  to  give  fuch  candid 

explanatipn^ 
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explanations,  as  might  happily  remove  the  difcon- 
tents  and  fufpicions  of  the  French  Government,  and 
vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  United  States. 

For  this  purpufe  he  felected  from  among  his  fellow- 
citizens,  a  character,  whofe  integrity,  talents,  expe 
rience,  and  fervices,  had  placed  him  in  the  rank  of 
the  molt  efteemed  and  refpected  in  the  nation.  The 
direct  object  of  his  miffion  was  expreffed  in  his  letter 
of  credence  tq  the  French  Republic,  "  being  to 
maintain  that  good  underftanding,  which,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  alliance,  had  fubfifted  between 
the  two  nations  ;  and  to  efface  unfavourable  irnpref- 
fions  ;  banifh.  fufpicions,  and  reftore  that  cordiality, 
which  was  at  once  the  evidence  and  pledge  of  a 
friendly  union."  And  his  inftrucYions  were  to  the 
fame  effect,  "  faithfully  to  reprefent  the  difpofitions 
of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  ; 
their  difpolition  being  one,  to  remove  jealoulies, 
and  obviate  complaints,  by  fhowing  that  they  were 
groundlefs  ;  to  reftore  that  mutual  confidence  which 
had  been  fo  unfortunately  and  injurioufly  impaired, 
and  to  explain  the  relative  interefts  of  both  countries, 
2nd  the  real  fentiments  of  his  own." 

A  Minifter  thus  fpeedily  commiffioned,  it  was  ex 
pected  would  have  proved  the  inftrument  of  refloring 
mutual  confidence  between  the  two  republics  :  the 
£rft  ftep  of  the  French  Government  correfponded 
with  that  expectation.  A  few  days  before  his  arrival 
at  Paris,  the  French  Minifter  of  Foreign  Relations 
informed  the  American  Minifter  then  reiident  at 
Paris,  of  the  formalities  to  be  obferved  by  himfelf, 
in  taking  leave,  and  by  his  fucceffor  preparatory  to 
fris  reception. 

Thefe  formalities  they  obferved,  and,  on  the  gili 
of  December,  prefented  officially,  to  the  Minifter  of 
Foreign  Relations ;  the  one,  a  copy  of  his  letter  of 
^recall,  the  other,  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  credence. 

TJiefe  were  laid  before  the  Executive  Directory. 

Two 
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Two  days  afterwards,  the  Minifter  of  Foreign  Rela 
tions  informed  the  recalled  American  Miniiter,  that 
the  Executive  Directory  had  determined  not  to  re 
ceive  another  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  until  after  the  redrefs  of  grievances 
demanded  of  the  American  Government,  and  which 
the  French  Republic  had  a  right  to  expecl  from  it. 
The  American  Minifter  immediately  endeavoured  to- 
alcertain,  whether,  by  refufing  to  receive  him,  it  was 
intended  that  he  ihould  retire  from  the  territories  of 
the  French  Republic  ;  and  verbal  anfwers  were  given 
that  fuch  was  the  intention  of  the  Directory.  For 
his  own  justification  he  deiired  a  written  anfwer, 
but  obtained  none  until  the  pth  of  January,  when 
receiving  notice,  in  writing,  to  quit  the  territories  of 
the  Republic,  he  proceeded  to  Amfterdam,  where  he 
propofed  to  wait  for  inltruclions  from  this  Govern 
ment.  During  his  residence  at  Paris,  cards  of  hot- 
pitality  were  refufed  him,  and  he  was  threatened  with 
being  fubjedted  to  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  Minifter  of 
Police;  but  with  becoming  firmnefs,  he  infilled  on 
the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations  due  to  him  as 
the  known  Minifter  of  a  foreign  power.  You  will 
derive  further  information  from  his  difpatches,  which 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

As  it  is  dften  neceffary  that  nations  fhould  treat 
for  the  mutual  advantage  of  their  affairs,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  accommodate  and  terminate  differences ; 
and  as  they  can  treat  only  by  Minifters,  the  right  of 
embaffy  is  well  known  and  eftablifhed  by  the  law 
and  ufage  of  nations.  The  refufal  on  the  part  of 
France  to  receive  him  until  we  have  acceded  to  their 
demands,  without  difcuflion  and  without  inveftiga- 
tion,  is  to  treat  us  neither  as  allies,  nor  as  friends, 
nor  as  a  fovereign  ftate. 

With  this  conduci  of  the  French  Government,  it 
will  be  proper  to  take  into  view  the  public  audience 
given  to  the  late  Miniiter  •  of  the  United  States  on 

4  his 
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his  taking  ]eave  of  the  Executive  Directory:  the 
ipeech  of  the  Prefident  difclofes  fentiments  more 
alarming  than  the  refuial  of  a  Minifter,  becaufe  more 
dangerous  to  our  independence  and  union ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  itudioufly  marked  with  indignities 
towards  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  it 
evinces  a  difpofition  to  feparate  the  people  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Government,  to  periuade 
them  that  they  have  different  affections,  principles, 
and  interefts  from  thofe  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
whom  thev7  themielves  have  chofen  to  manage  their 
common  concerns  ;  and  thus  to  produce  divifions, 
fatal  to  our  peace.  Such  attempts  ought  to  he  re 
pelled,  with  a  decifion  which  ihall  convince  France 
and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  degraded  people  ; 
humiliated  under  a  colonial  fpirit  of  fear,  and  fenfe 
of  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  the  miferable  inftruments 
of  foreign  influence,  and  regardlefs  of  national  ho 
nour,  character,  and  intereil. 

I  fhould  have  been  happy  to  have  thrown  a  veil 
over  thefe  tranfactions,  if  it  had  been  poffible  to 
conceal  them  ;  but  they  have  paffed  on  the  great 
theatre  of  the  world,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe  and 
America  ;  and  with  fo  much  circumftance  of  publi 
city  and  folemnity,  that  they  cannot  be  difguifed, 
and  will  not  foon  be  forgotten  :  they  have  inflicted 
a  wound  in  the  American  bread. 

It  is  my  fincere  deiire,  however,  that  it  may  be 
healed.  It  is  my  lincere  defire,  and  in  this  I  prefume 
I  concur  with  you,  and  with  our  conftituents,  to 
preferve  peace  and  friendfhip  with  all  nations  ;  and 
believing  that  neither  the  honour  nor  the  intereft  of 
the  United  States  abfolutely  forbid  the  repetition  of 
advances  for  fecuring  thefe  defirable  objects  with 
France,  I  fhall  inflitute  a  frefti  attempt  at  negotia 
tion,  and  fhall  not  fail  to  promote  and  accelerate  an 
accommodation,  on  terms  compatible  with  the  rights, 
duties,  interefts,  and  honour  of  the  nation.  If  we 

have 
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have  committed  error?,  and  thefe  can  be  demonftrated^ 
we  fhall  be  willing  to  correct  them.  If  we  have 
done  injuries,  we  ihall  be  willing,  on  conviction, 
to  redrefs  them.  And  equal  meafures  of  jufUce  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  France,  and  every  other 
nation. 

The  diplomatic  intercourfe  between  the  United 
States  and  France  being  at  prefent  fufpended,  the 
Government  has  no  means  of  obtaining  official  in 
formation  from  that  country ;  neverthelefs,  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  French  Executive  Directory 
palTed  a  decree  on  thezd  of  March  laft,  contravening, 
in  part,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  1778, 
injurious  to  our  lawful  commerce,  and  endangering 
the  lives  of  our  citizens.  A  copy  of  this  decree  will 
be  laid  before  you. 

While  we  are  endeavouring  to  adjuft  all  our  differ 
ences  with  France  by  amicable  negotiation,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  the  perfonal  injuries  to  our  citizens,  and 
the  general  complexion  of  affairs,  render  it  my  in^ 
difpenfable  duty  to  recommend  to  your  conlideration 
effectual  meafures  of  defence. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  has  become 
an  intereiling  object  of  attention,  whether  we  con- 
iider  it  in  relation  to  the  wealth  and  finances,  or  the 
ilrength  and  refources,  of  the  nation.  With  a  fea- 
coafl  of  near  two  thoufand  miles  in  extent,  opening 
a  wide  field  for  n*fheries3  navigation,  and  commerce, 
a  great  portion  of  our  citizens  naturally  apply  their 
induflry  and  enterprife  to  thofe  objects.  Any  ferious 
and  permanent  injury  to  commerce  would  not  fail 
to  produce  the  moft  embarrafTing  diforders  :  to  pre 
vent  it  from  being  undermined  and  deflroyed,  it  is 
effcntial  that  it  receive  an  adequate  protection. 

The  naval  efrablifhment  mud  occur  to  every 
man  \vho  considers  the  injuries  committed  on  our 
commerce  and  the  kifults  offered  to  our  citizens, 

and 
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and  the  description  of  the  veffels  by  which  thefe 
ahufes  have  been  pracVifed. — As  the  fufFerings  of 
our  mercantile  and  feafaring  citizens  cannot  be 
afcribed  to  the  oniiffion  of  duties  demandablc,  conli- 
dering  the  neutral  lituation  of  our  country,  they  are 
to  be  attributed  to  the  hope  of  impunity,  ariiing 
from  a  fuppofcd  inability  on  our  part  to  afford  pro 
tection.  To  reilil  the  confequences  of  fuch  impref- 
lions  on  the  minds  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  guard 
again tl  the  degradation  and  fervility  which  they 
mud  finally  flamp  on  the  American  charadter,  is  an 
important  duty  of  Government. 

A  naval  power,  next  to  the  militia,  is  the  natural 
defence  of  the  United  States.  The  experience  of 
the  la  ft  war  would  be  iufficient  to  fhow,  that  a 
moderate  naval  force,  fuch  as  would  be  eaiily  within 
the  preient  abilities  of  the  Union,  'would  have  been 
iufficient  to  have  baffled  many  formidable  tranfport- 
ations  of  troops,  from  pne  State  to  another,  which 
were  then  praclifed.  Our  fea-coalts,  from  their  great 
extent,  are  more  eafily  annoyed,  and  more  eafily 
defended  by  a  naval  force,  than  any  other.  With 
all  the  materials  our  country  abounds;  in  fkil!5  our 
naval  architects  and  navigators  are  equal  to  any; 
and  commanders  and  feamen  will  not  be  wanting. 

But  although  the  eftablifhment  of  a  permanent 
iyftem  of  naval  defence  appears  to  be  requifite,  I  am 
ienfiblc  it  cannot  be  formed  fo  fpcedily  and  exten- 
iively  as  the  prefent  crifis  demands.  .Hitherto,  i 
have  thought  proper  to  prevent  the  failing  of  armed 
veiTels,  except  on  voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
general  ufage,  and  the  danger  from  pirates,  appear 
to  render  the  permillion  proper  :  yet  the  reflriciion 
has  originated  iblely  from  a  wiih  to  prevent  collufions ' 
with  the  powers  at  war,  contravening  the  a6l  of 
Congrefs  of  June,  1794,  and  not  from  any  doubt 
entertained  by  me  of  the  policy  and  propriety  of  per 
mitting  our  vefiels  to  employ  means  of  defence, 
2  while 
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while  engaged  in  a  lawful  foreign  commerce.  It 
remains  for  Congrefs  to  prefcribe  liich  regulations  as 
will  enable  our  feafaring  citizens  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
at  the  fame  time  reftrain  them  from  committing  acts 
of  hoflility  againft  the  powers  at  war.  In  addition 
to  this  voluntary  proviiion  for  defence,  by  individual 
citizens,  it  appears  to  me  necerTary  to  equip  the  fri 
gates,  and  provide  other  veflels  of  inferior  force,  to 
take  under  convoy  fuch  merchant- veffels  as  fhall 
remain  unarmed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  cruifers  whofe  depredations 
have  been  molt  injurious,  have  been  built,  and  forne 
of  them  partially  equipped  in  the  United  States. 
Although  an  effectual  remedy  may  be  attended  with 
difficulty,  yet  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  prefent 
the  fubject  generally  to  your  coniideration.  If  a 
mode  can  be  devifed  by  the  wifdom  of  Congrefs,  to 
prevent  the  refources  of  the  United  States  from  being 
converted  into  the  means  of  annoyir.g  our  trade,  a 
great  evil  will  be  prevented.  With  the  fame  view  I 
think  it  proper  to  mention  that  fome  of  our  citizens 
reiident  abroad,  have  fitted  out  privateers,  and  others 
have  voluntarily  taken  the  command,  or  entered  on 
board  of  them,  and  committed  fpoliations  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Such  unnatural 
and  iniquitous  practices  can  be  retrained  only  by 
levere  punifhments. 

But,  belides  a  protection  of  our  commerce  on  the 
leas,  I  think  it  highly  neceffary  to  protect  it  at  home, 
where  it  is  collected  in  our  mod  important  pofts. 
The  difiance  of  the  United  States  from  Europe,  and 
the  well-known  promptitude,  ardour,  and  courage 
of  the  people  in  defence  of  their  country,  happily 
diminifh  the  probability  of  invalion ;  neverihelefs, 
to  guard  againil  fudden  and  predatory  incuriions,  the 
fituation  of  fome  of  our  principal  fea-ports  demands 

\our  coniideration  ;  and  as  our  country  is  vulnerable 

*  * 
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in  other  interefts  belides  thofe  of  its  commerce,  you 
will  ferioufly  deliberate,  whether  the  means  of  gene 
ral  defence  ought  not  to  be  increafed  by  an  addition 
to  the  regular  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  by  arrange 
ments  for  forming  a  provisional  army. 

With  the  fame  view,  and  as  a  meafure  which  even 
in  a  time  of  univerfal  peace  ought  not  to  be  neglected, 
I  recommend  to  your  confideration  a  reviiion  of  the 
laws  for  organizing,  arming,  and  difciplining  the 
militia,  to  render  that  natural  and  fafe  defence  of 
the  country  efficacious. 

Although  it  is  very  true  that  we  ought  not  to 
involve  ourfelves  in  the  political  fyftem  of  Europe, 
but  to  keep  ourfelves  diliincl  and  feparate  from  it, 
if  we  can  ;  yet,  to  effect  this  feparation,  early,  punc 
tual,  and  continual  information  of  the  current  chain 
of  events,  and  of  the  political  projects  in  contem 
plation,  is  no  lefs  neceffary  than  if  we  were  directly 
concerned  in  them.  It  is  necetfary.  in  order  to  the 
difcovery  of  the  efforts  made  to  draw  us  into  the 
vortex,  in  feafon  to  make  preparation  againft  them. 
However  we  may  conlider  ourfelves,  the  maritime  and 
commercial  powers  of  the  world  will  confider  the 
United  States-  of  America  as  forming  a  weight  in 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  which  never  can 
be  forgotten  or  neglected.  It  would  not  only  be 
again  ft  our  interefl,  but  it  would  be  doing  wrong  to 
one  half  of  Europe,  at  leaft,  if  we  fhould  voluntarily 
throw  ourfelves  into  either  fcale.  It  is  a  natural  po 
licy  for  a  nation,  that  iludies  to  be  neutral,  to  confult 
with  other  nations  engaged  in  the  fame  iludies  and 
purfuits.  At  the  fame  time  that  meafures  might  be 
purfued  with  this  view,  our  treaties  with  Pruffia  and 
Sweden,  one  of  which  is  expired,  and  the  other 
nearly  expiring,  might  be  renewed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Refrefentatlves  9 
It  is  particularly  your  province  to  conlider  the  Hate 
of  the  public  finances,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures 
VOL.  vi.  i  refpedting 
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refpccling  them,  as  exigencies  fhall  be  found  to  re 
quire.  The  prefervation  of  public  credit,  the  regular 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  and  a  provilion 
of  funds  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expenfes,  will 
of  courfe  call  for  your  ferious  attention.  Although 
the  impofition  of  new  burdens  cannot  be,  in  itfelf, 
agreeable,  yet  there  is  no  ground  to  doubt  that  the 
American  people  will  expedt  from  you  fuch  meafures 
as  their  actual  engagements,  their  prefent  fecurity, 
and  future  interefts  demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of 

the  Houje  of  Reprefentatives,  :••.„,•• 

The  prefent  iituation  of  our  country  impofes  an 
obligation  on  all  the  departments  of  Government,  to 
adopt  an  explicit  and  decided  conduct.  In  my  fitu- 
ation  an  exposition  of  the  principles  by  which  my 
adminifl ration  will  be  governed,  ought  not  to  be 
omitted. 

It  is  impoflible  to  conceal  from  ourfelves,  or  the 
world,  what  has  been  before  obferved,  that  endea 
vours  have  been  employed  to  fofler  and  eflablifh  a 
diviiion  between  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States.  To  inveiligate  the  caufes  which  have 
encouraged  this  attempt  is  not  neceffary  :  but  to 
repel,  by  decided  and  united  councils,  inlinuations 
fo  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and  aggreffions  fo  dan 
gerous  to  the  conflitution,  union,  and  even  inde 
pendence  of  the  nation,  is  an  indifpenfable  duty. 

It  mufl  not  be  permitted  to  be  doubted,  whether 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  fupport  the 
Government  eflablifhed  by  their  voluntary  confent, 
and  appointed  by  their  free  choice  ;  or  whether,  by 
furrendering  themfelves  to  the  direction  of  foreign 
and  domeftic  factions,  in  oppoiition  to  their  own 
Government,  they  will  forfeit  the  honourable  ftation 
they  have  hitherto  maintained. 

For  myfelf,  having  never  been  indifferent  to  what 
concerned  the  intereils  of  my  country  ;  devoted  the 

beft 


JULY,  1797. 

beft  part  of  my  life  to  obtain  and  fupport  its  inde 
pendence;  and  conftantly  witnefled  the  patriot ifm, 
fidelity,  and  perfeverance  of  my  fellow-citizens,  on 
the  moft  trying  occafions,  it  is  not  for  me  to  hefitate, 
or  abandon  a  caufe  in  which  my  heart  has  been  fo 
long  engaged. 

Convinced  that  the  conduct  of  the*  Government 
has  fieen  juft  and  impartial  to  foreign  nations  ;  that 
thofe  internal  regulations  which  have  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  law  for  the  prefervation  of  peace,  are  in 
their  nature  proper,  and  that  they  have  been  fairly 
executed ;  nothing  will  ever  be  done  by  me  to  im-> 
pair  the  national  engagements,  to  innovate  upon 
principles  which  have  been  fo  deliberately  and  up 
rightly  eftablifhed,  or  to  furrender  in  any  manner 
the  rights  of  the  Government.  To  enable  me  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  I  rely,  under  God,  with 
entire  confidence  on  the  firm  and  enlightened  fup 
port  of  the  National  Legiflature,  and  upon  the  vir 
tue  and  patriotifm  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

JOHN  ADAMS  *. 

Chaplains. — WEDNESDAY,  MAY  17.     The  Houfe 


*  The  Prefident  has  made  fome  little  alteration  in  the/orz*  of 
addrefs  to  the  two  Houfes ;  an  alteration  evidently  for  the  bet-* 
ter.  General  Washington  always  began  with  '**  Fellow -citizens  of 
"  the  Senate  and  Houle  of  Reprefentatives ;"  he  afterwards  called 
them  "  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  &c."  This,  in  the  very  fame 
fpeech,  favoured  too  much  of  affectation  ;  too  much  of  that  mob- 
courting  policy  which  has  ever  diftinguimed  the  conduct  of  the  old 
General.  I  mould  be  very  glad  to  be  informed  how  the  members 
of  Congrefs  had  more  of  the  citizen  in  them  at  the  beginning  than 
at  the  end  of  the  fpeech,  and  how  they  had  more  of  the  gentleman 
of  the  £nd  of  it  than  at  the  beginning.  In  fadl,  this  variation  in 
the  form  of  addrefs  during  the  fame  fpeech,  was  perfectly  ridicu 
lous  ;  and  Mr.  Adams  is  entitled  to  fome  oraife  for  having  abo- 
liflied  it. 

i  2  proceeded 
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proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Chaplain,  and  the  ballots 
of  the  members  being  collected,  there  appeared 
For  DR.  GREEN,  60 

DR.  PRIESTLEY,  12* 

MR.  CARROL,  2, 

Mr.  HELMUTH,  i 

Documents  relative  to  Mr.  Pinckneys  Emlaffy  to 
France. — THURSDAY,  MAY  19.  The  Speaker  in 
formed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  received  a  communica 
tion  from  the  Department  of  State  containing  fundry 
documents  referred  to  by  the  Prelident  in  his  fpeech 
to  both  Houfes,  numbered  from  i  to  18,  which 
was  then  read,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a  fum- 
mary. 

Document  I.  is  Mr.  Pinckney's  letter  to  the  Secre 
tary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  December  20,  1796,  in 
which  he  writes,  that  after  a  fatiguing  journey  from 
Bourdeaux,  owing  to  the  dreadful  Hate  of  the  roads, 
he  reached  Paris  the  5th  of  December.  His  firit  bu- 
iirtefs  was  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Munroe  his  letters 
of  recall.  He  then  wrote  to  Charles  de  la  Croix,  the 
French  Minifterfor  Foreign  Affairs,  requeuing  him 
to  fix  the  time  for  receiving  copies  of  Mr.  Pinckney's 
letters  of  credence,  and  Mr.  Munroe's  letters  of  recall. 


*  The  lad  Congrefs  gave  32  votes  for  Dr.  Prieftley.  The  de- 
creafe  in  the  number  of  his  friends  is  a  certain  proof  of  an  increafe 
of  religion,  good  ienie,  and  decency  in  the  Houfe ;  but  it  reflects 
little  honour  on  the  country,  that  one  fifth  of  the  Reprefentatives 
of  it  mould  dare  openly  to  patronize  a  feditious  Socinian.  N.  B. 
Dr.  Green  is  a  Prefbyterian,  Mr.  Carrol  a  Roman  Catholic,  Mr. 
Helmuth  a  German  Lutheran.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  have, 
for  many  years  pad,  if  not  always,  chofen  a  Preibyterian  Minifter 
for  their  Chaplain  ;  and  the  Senate  have,  as  uniformly,  chofen  a 
Church  of  England  Bifliop.  This  feems  to  have  been  a  mere  mat 
ter  of  accommodation  ;  'and,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  appointment  of 
Chaplains  feems  even  to  have  been  an  object  of  very  little  import 
ance  with  moft  of  the  members ;  had  it  not  been  fo  we  (hould  have 
heard  fpeeches  enough  upon  the  fubjecl. 

The 
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The  Minifter  fixed  the  9th  December,  between  one 
and  four  o'clock  P.  M.  to  receive  them.  "  He 
received  us  at  firft,"  fays  Mr.  Pinckney  in  his  dif- 
patches,  u  with  great  fliffnefs;  but  afterwards,  on 
converting  on  fome  general  fubjects,  he  unbent  and 
behaved  with  civility."  He  promifed  to  communi 
cate  both  letters  to  the  Directory  without  delay  ;  and 
delired  Major  Rutkdge  (Mr.  Pinckney's  fecretary)  to 
give  him  the  names  of  baptifm  and  the  ages  of  Mr. 
Pinckney  and  his  fuite,  that  cards  of  hofpitality  might 
be  obtained  for  them  ;  which,  as  he  obferved,  were 
neceffary  to  enable  them  to  relide  in  Paris  unmolefled. 
He  promifed  to  fend  the  cards  the  next  morning. 
On  the  1 2th  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Pinckney  was  in 
formed,  through  the  medium  of  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  De  la  Croix  to  Mr.  Munroe,  that  the  "  Direc 
tory  would  not  acknowledge  or  receive  another 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  un 
til  after  the  redrefs  of  the  grievances  demanded  of 
the  American  Government,  and  which  the  French 
Republic  had  a  right  to  expect:  from  it."  Mr.  Pinck 
ney  expected  a  notification  of  the  fame  import,  and 
waited  for  it  until  next  morning ;  when  he  wrote  to 
the  Minifter  to  inform  him  of  Mr.  Munroe's  commu 
nication,  and  of  his  not  having  received  cards  of  hof- 
pitality  for  himfelf  and  fuite ;  defiring  at  the  fame 
time  to  know  whether  it  was  the  "  intention  of  the 
Directory  that  he  fhould  immediately  quit  the  terri 
tories  of  the  Republic,  or  whether  he  and  his.  family 
might  remain  until  he  heard  from  his  Government." 
This  letter  was  fent  by  Major  Rutledge,  the  fecre- 
fary  of  the  embafly,  who  reported  that  he  delivered 
it  to  the  Minifter,  and  received  from  him  a  repeti 
tion  of  the  declaration  contained  in  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Munroe,  only  fubftituting  the  word/^mz/inftead  of 
the  American  Government ;  and  "  with  reipect  to  the 
fecond  fubjedl,"  the  Minifter  faid,  sc  he  could  re 
turn  no  anfvver  until  it  was  laid  before  the  Direc- 

i  3  tory/' 
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tory,"  which  he  promifed  to  take  the  firfl  opportu 
nity  of  doing  *. 

Document  II.  relates  to  the  fame  fubject,  and 
proceeds  to  detail,  that  a  Mr.  Giraudet,  who  called 
himfelf  "  chief  Secretary  to  the  department  of  fo 
reign  affairs,"  waited  on  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  faid  he 
came  on  the  part  of  the  Minifter  to  inform  Mr. 
P.  of  the  laws  of  France  relating  to  Grangers  ;  and 
added,  that  as  the  Directory  had  refolved  not  to  re- 
ce .-\e  him  in  his  public  character,  or  to  give  him 
permiiiion  to  tfay  in  Paris,  Cf  the  general  laws  would 
operate"  in  this  cafe  as  in  all  others  ;  and  that  it  was 
the  fixed  intention  of  the  Directory  that  he  fhould 
quit  the  territories  of  the  Republic.  Upon  Mr.  P/s 
inquiring  in  what  time  it  was  expected  he  fhould  fet 
out,  he  laid  the  Minifter  could  not  defignate  it,  as 
the  cafe  lay  within  the  department  of  the  Officer  of  the 
Police.  Mr.  P.  replied,  that  Mr.  De  la  Croix  was 
the  proper  organ  through  which  information  fhould 
come  to  him,  as  he  knew  the  capacity  in  which  he 
had  been  lent  to  France  ;  whereas  the  Officer  of  the 
Police  "  might  regard  him  as  a  mere  flranger,  and 
throw  him  into  confinement" — that  whether  the 
Directory  received  him  or  not  in  his  due  character, 
he  was  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations  ; 
that  if  they  permitted  him  to  flay  until  he  could  hear 

*  In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  of  Mr.  Pinckney's  letters, 
I  perceive  with  great  lurprife,  and  not  without  fome  indignationf 
that  the  writer  has  not  only  ufed  the  athe IJiical  calendar,  but  that, 
in  many  initances,  he  has  omitted  the  life  of  the  latter  altogether. 
It  has  been  afferted,  and  not  without  good  reafon,  that  Great 
Britain  humbled  herfelf  before  the  throne  of  regicide ;  a  writer  of 
great  eminence  has  faid  of  the  embafly  of  Lord  Malmfbury,  that 
it  "  exhibited  the  fpedacle  of  a  Britifh  Minifter  deputed  to  crime 
"  from  cowardice,  received  with  infult,  and  difmiired  with  mock- 
"  ery,  offering  the  ruins  of  the  nation,  and  returning  with  its 
"Jhame:"  yet,  Lord  Malmfbury  never  condefcended  to  difgrace 
his  difpatchei  with  the  Frimaires  and  Vendemaires  of  the  cut-throats 
of  Paris ;  he  bowed  at  the  throne  of  regicide,  but  he  did  not  kneel 
at  that  or  atheiihi. 


JULY,   1797.  119 

{rom  his  Government,  he  was  under  the  fafeguard  of 
thofe  laws,  and  if  not,  that  he  was  entitled  to  letters 
offafe  conduct  and  paffports  on  his  journey.  'The 
ground  Mr.  P.  chofe  emharrafTed  the  Directory  : 
they  wilhed  him  gone,  but  they  did  not  choofe  to 
take  fo  harfh  a  mcafure  as  to  fend  him  off  perempto 
rily  until  they  heard  of  the  hTue  of  the  approaching 
election  in  the  United  States.  If  one  public  charac 
ter  was  elected  (as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  An* 
cients  aflerted),  which  they  hoped  would  take  place, 
he  was  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  France,  and  would 
render  the  negotiation  more  eafy. 

Document  III.  The  fame  fubjecl:  is  continued.  On 
the  6th  of  January,  1797,  Mr.  Pinckney,  by  his 
fecretary,  fent  a  mefTage  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affairs  in  behalf  of  fundry  American  citizens  who 
laboured  under  great  hardfhips  in  France  ;  none 
of  whom  were  permitted  to  travel  from  one  town 
to  another,  and  fome  of  them  had  been  impri- 
foned  for  want  of  regular  patfports  ;  which  had 
ufed  to  be  granted  by  the  American  AmbaiFador 
near  the  Republic,  counteriigned  by  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  which  were  not  fufpendcd. 
To  this  complaint  the  Minifter  replied,  that  an  arrete 
had  been  made  on  the  fubjecl:,  and  that  in  future  all 
petitions  for  paffports  on  behalf  of  the  American  ci 
tizens  fhould  be  addrelfcd  to  the  Minifter  of  the  ge 
neral  Police.  On  Major  Rutledge's  reviewing  the  fub 
jecl  of  Mr.  Pinckney's  ftay  in  Paris,  which  happened 
at  the  clofe  of  the  conference,  the  Minifter  fignified 
much  farprife  at  his  ftayingjfo  long,  adding,  that  he 
(the  Minifter)  "  had  exercifed  much  condefcend- 
ance  in  being  fo  long  iilent ;  in  fhort,  that  he  fhould 
be  very  lorry  if  a  further  ftay  Ihould  oblige  him  to 
give  information  to  the  Minifter  of  the  Police." 
In  this  conference  with  the  brutal  De  la  Croix, 
which  lafted  near  an  hour,  Major  Rutledge  was  not 
to  the  honour  of  a  feat." 
j  4 
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Document  IV.  contains  the  firfl  letter  from  Ge-- 
neral  Pinckney  after  he  left  Paris,  dated  Amfterdam, 
February  i8th,  in  which  he  writes,  that  the  6C  day 
after  the  accounts  were  received  of  Buonaparte 's  fuc- 
cefles  in  Italy,  Mr.  De  la  Croix  gave  him,  by  di 
rection  of  the  Executive  Directory,  official  notice  in 
writing  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  French  Repub 
lic  ;  which  being  all  he  had  fo  long  waited  for,  he 
immediately  fet  out  on  his  journey,  and  had  ar 
rived  at  Amfterdam*. 

In  the  Vth  Document  Mr.  P.  informs  the  Se 
cretary  of  State  that  the  French  Directory  had  made 
a  requiiition  of  the  Dutch  to  join  France  in  treating 
neutral  veffels  agreeably  to  the  late  French  decrees  ; 
but,  on  the  Dutch  remonftrating  againft  the  mea- 
fnre,  as  ruinous  to  their  commerce  and  finances,  the 
requiiition  was  fufpended.  In  the  fame  letter  he 
informs  of  the  infamous  conduct  of  fome  Americans, 
\vho,  under  French  colours,  had  equipped  priva 
teers  to  plunder  the  property  of  their  fellow -citizens. 

Document  VI.  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Ma 
jor  Mountfiorence,  American  Conful  at  Paris,  in 
which  two  fcoundrels,  Co  well  and  Lewis,  are  parti 
cularly  named  as  owners  of  privateers  which  had 
made  recent  prizes  of  American  property  ;  and  that 
thefe  men,  with  other  traitorous  Americans,  were 
conftantly  importuning  the  French  to  iilue  feveral 
orders  againft  American  commerce. 

Documents  VII.  and  VIII.  are  on  the  fame  fubject: 
as  the  6th  ;  adding,  that  all  American  feamen,  taken 

*  Thus  was  he  driven  from  the  hell  of  pillage  and  murder  in 
fpite  of  all  his  flatteries  and  fupplications  to  the  infernal  deities.  In 
his  letter  of  "the  2ift  Frimaire"  he  takes,  or  rather  he  makes  oo 
cafion  to  fay  :  "  though  I  am  devoted  to  the  liberty,  profperity,  and 
independence  of  my  own  country,  the  freedom,  happinefs,  and 
perfeft  eftablijb'ment  of  the  FRENCH  REPUBLIC  lave  always  been 
dear  to  /»*>."  This  was  rewarded,  as  every  fuch  aft  of  mean- 
nefs  ought  to  be,  with  the  contempt  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  a$~ 
dieffed. 

i  on 
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on  board  Britiih.  veflels,  although  prefled  into  the 
fervicc,  were  confined  in  prifons  as  prifoncrs  of  war, 
and  treated  with  uncommon  cruelty. 

Document  IX.  is  the  well-known  valediftoiy  ad* 
drefs  of  the  Executive  Directory  to  Mr.  Munroe  oh 
his  recall,  which,  as  a  remarkable  fpecimen  ot  repub 
lican  hauteur  and  French  gibberifh,  I  will  infert  as 
follows  : 

"  Mr.  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
"  States  of  America,  by  prefenting  to-day  your  let- 
*'  ters  of  recall  to  the  Executive  Directory,  you  give 
"  to  Europe  a  very  ftrange  fpectacle. 

"  France,  rich  in  her  liberty,  furrounded  by  a 
<c  train  victorious,  ftrong  in  the  erleem  of  her  allies, 
"  will  not  abate  herfelf  by  calculating  the  con- 
*'  fequences  of  the  condefcenfion  of  the  American 
"  Government  to  the  fuggeitions  of  her  former  ty- 
t<  rants;  moreover,  the  French  Republic  hopes 
"  that  the  fucceffors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and 
"  Penn,  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  never 
(C  forget  that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will 
weigh,  in  their  wifdom,  the  magnanimous  bene- 
volence  of  the  French  people  with  the  crafty  ca- 
refles  of  certain  perfidious  perfons,  who  meditate 
bringing  them  back  to  their  flavery.  AfTure  the 
good  American  people,  Sir,  that,  like  them,  we 
adore  liberty;  and  that  they  will  always  have 
our  efteem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French 
people  republican  generofity,  which  knows  how 
to  grant  peace,  as  it  does  to  caufe  its  fovereignty 
to  be  refpedted. 

"  As  to  you,  Mr.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  you 
have  combated  for  principles,  you  have  known  the 
true  intereft  of  your  country  ;  you  depart  with  our 
regret.  In  you  we  give  up  a  Reprefentative  to 
America,  and  retain  the  remembrance  of  the  Citi- 
zen  whofe  perfonal  qualities  did  honour  to  that 
title.'' 

Document 
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Document  X.  contains  a  decree  of  the  Executive 
Directory,  annulling  the  treaty  of  commerce  con 
tracted  February  1778,  between  France  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  eflablifhing  a  new 
code  refpecting  the  veflels  of  the  latter,  agreeably 
with  the  Britifh  treaty  of  1794,  in  all  the  articles 
that  concern  neutral  commerce  ;  and  adding 
other  regulations  refpecting  iliips*  papers,  and 
American  citizens  taken  on  board  Britifh  vefiels,  in 
which  they  are  coniidered  as  pirates,  although  they 
bad  been  impreffed  and  detained  by  force. 

Dccument  XL  is  a  letter  from  John  Q.  4 dams, 
Efq.  Minijhr  refutent  near  the  Batavian  Republic ; 
in  which  the  Mini  it  cr  deicribes  the  fubjection  of 
that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France  ;  that 
it  too  complains  of  the  Britifh  treaty,  and  requefts 
the  United  States  to  make  a  common  cauie  with 
her  and  France,  and  to  join  in  the  war  againfl 
Great  Britain. 

Document  XII.  is  an  extract  from  the  Commiffion 
of  Affairs  of  the  Batavian  National  Ajjembly*  to  the 
Mini/ler  rejident  of  the  United  States,  reminding  the 
United  States  of  the  numerous  fervices  of  the  Dutch, 
during  the  American  war,  and  calling  on  the 
United  States  to  protect  Dutch  property  on  board 
American  veflels  from  the  capture  of  Britifh  cr  niters, 
and  intimating  how  glorious  a  refolve  it  would  be, 
to  make  a  common  caufe  with  the  French  Republic, 
and  thereby  to  "  render  to  the  hemifpheres  a  peace 
for  which  humanity  languiflies" 

Document  XIII.  is  John  Q.  Adams's  anfwer  to 
the  Batavian  Government,  declaring  the  invariable 
refolution  of  the  United  States,  not  to  engage  in  the 
European  war,  and  to  obfcrve  all  her  treaties  and 
her  neutrality  inviolably. 

Documents  XIV.  arid  XV.  are  letters  from  /.  Q. 
Adams,  and  Rufus  -King,  Mini/I er  Plenipotentiary  in 

Greaf 
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Great  Britain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing 
an  account  of  the  recent  demands  that  the  French 
tyrants  have  made  of  Denmark,  Hamburg,  and 
Bremen,  to  fufpend  all  commerce  with  England, 
with  which  haughty  requifition  none  of  thole  go 
vernments  had  chofen  to  comply. 

Document  XVI.  is  a  letter  from  Charles  Mar 
tinez  de  Yrujo,  Mini  ft  er  of  Spain,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  Philadelphia,  May  6,  1797  ;  contain 
ing  a  repetition  of  the  fame  complaints  that 
had  been  made  by  the  French  and  Batavian 
republics  againft  the  Britifh  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce;  with  an  addition,  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
of  a  remonitrance  againit  that  article  of  the  treaty 
which  affures  to  the  Englifh  the  free  navigation  of 
the  river  Miffiffippi  *. 

Document  XVII.  contains  the  Secretary's  anfwer 
to  the  Sfanifn  Mmiftcr,  in  which  he  clearly  proves 
the  futility  of  the  Spanifh  complaints,  and  efta- 
blifhes  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  the  Britifh. 

*  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  my  readers,  that  one  of  the 
reafons  alleged  by  Spain  for  declaring  war  againit  Great  Britain-, 
was  her  having  granted  certain  privileges  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  Thus,  then,  it  is  not  favours  granted  to  Great  Britain 
alone,  that  forms  the  Spanifh  objections  to  the  Britifh  treaty,  but 
favours  granted  to  the  United  States  alfo.  Both  are  to  be  quar 
relled  with,  both  menaced,  and  both  attacked  too,  unlefs  this  mu 
tually  advantageous  treaty  can  be  fet  aiide.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  the  Don  has  been  led,  or  rather  been  driven,  to  prefer  his 
complaint,  by  his  new  and  natural  allies,  the  French,  and  the  ob 
ject  in  fo  doing  is  not  lefs  evident ;  but  they  will  be  disappointed. 
A  war  with  Spain  is  abfolutely  necefiary  to  the  ialvation  of  this 
country,  if  a  war  with  France  takes  place,  or  if  the  Spaniards  have 
ceded  Louifiana  to  France.  They  muft  both  be  driven  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  we  (hall  never  deep  in  peace.  Betides,  a 
war  with  Spain  would  be  fo  convenient !  There  is  nothing  bu£ 
dry  blows  to  be  gotten  from  the  pennylefs  fans-culottes  ;  but  the 
wealth  of  Spanifh  South  America  would  be  a  faive  for  every  fore. 
It  would  be  the  cream  of  the  war.  Every  thing  feems  to  be  working 
together  for  good  ;  as  Cromwell  faid,  when  the  Scots  were  com 
ing  down  upon  him,  "  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  our 
May  we  treat  them  as  they  deferve  ! 

3  treaty 
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treaty  in  all  its  parts  that  have  any  relation  to  Spain 
— as  well  what  concerns  free  fhips  making  free 
goods  as  the  extenlion  of  the  lift  of  contraband 
articles,  and  the  free  navigation  of  the  MiffiffippL 

Document  XVIII.  contains  Mr.  Pmckneys  letter, 
dated  Pans^  Feb.  i,  wherein  he  notifies  the  Secre 
tary  of  State  of  his  intention  to  depart  from  Paris 
immediately. 

It  is  impoffible  to  transfufe  into  a  fummary  like 
this,  any  idea  of  the  infults  which  the  Envoy  was 
obliged  to  fwallow,  previous  to  his  departure  from 
Paris.  Never  was  a  flave  more  contemptuously 
treated  by  his  matter  ;  never  was  humility  rewarded 
•with  fuch  provoking  difdain.  One  would  have 
thought,  that  the  reading  of  thefe  difpatches  would 
roufe  the  fpirit  of  the  Cpngrefs  ;  one  would  have 
expected  an  unanimous  vqte  for  the  echo  of  the 
fpeech  with  which  the  difpatches  were  accompa 
nied  ;  but  no  fpirit,  no  refentment,  was  difcovered. 
The  Senate  did,  indeed,  fomething  like  echo  the 
fpeech  of  the  Prefident  ;  but,  in  the  lower  Houfe 
(which  is,  in  point  of  influence,  the  upper  Houfe), 
the  fpeech  underwent  the  moft  mortifying  vvitticifm. 

jtnfwer  of  tlie  Senate.— Saturday ,  zctk  May.—? 
Sir,  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  requeft  you  to 
accept  their  acknowledgments  for  the  comprehen- 
iive  and  interefHng  detail  you  have  given  in  your 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  on  the  exifiing 
Hate  of  the  Union. 

While  we  regret  the  neceffity  of  the  prefent 
meeting  of  the  Legiilature,  we  wiih  to  exprefs  our 
entire  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  convening  h\ 
on  this  momentous  occafion. 

The  fuperintendence  of  our  national  faith,  honour, 
and  dignity,  being,  in  a  great  meafure,  con  flit  u- 
tionally  depolited  with  the  Executive>  we  obferve, 
with  lingular  fatisfaclion,  the  vigilance^  firmnefs^ 

and 


JULY,  1797.  125 

and  promptitude,  exhibited  by  you,  in  the  critical 
ttate  of  our  public  affairs,  and  from  thence  derive 
an  evidence  and  pledge  of  the  rectitude  and  inte 
grity  of  your  adminiflration.  And  we  are  fenlible 
it  is  an  object  of  primary  importance,  that  each 
branch  of  the  government  fhould  adopt  a  language 
and  fyfiem  of  conduct,  which  fhall  be  cool,  jufl, 
and  difpaffionate,  but  firm,  explicit,  and  decided. 

We  are  equally  delirous,  with  you,  to  preferve 
peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations,  and  are 
happy  to  be  informed,  that  neither  the  honour  nor 
interefts  of  the  United  States  forbid  advances  for 
fecuring  thole  deiirable  objects,  by  amicable  nego 
tiation  with  the  French  Republic.  This  method 
of  adj titling  national  differences  is  not  only  the 
moil  mild,  but  the  moft  rational  and  humane  ;  and, 
with  governments  difpofed  to  be  juft,  can  feldom  fail 
of  fuccefs,  when  fairly,  candidly,  and  fincerely  ufed. 
If  we  have  committed  errors,  and  can  be  made  fen 
fible  of  them,  we  agree  with  you  in  opinion,  that 
we  ought  to  correct  them,  and  compenfate  the  in 
juries  which  may  have  been  confequent  thereon  ; 
and  we  trufl  the  French  Republic  will  be  actuated 
by  the  lame  juft  and  benevolent  principles  of  na 
tional  policy. 

We  do,  therefore,  moil  fincerely  approve  of  your 
determination  to  promote  and  accelerate  an  accom 
modation  of  our  exilting  differences  with  that  Re 
public,  by  negotiation,  on  terms  compatible  with 
the  rights,  duties,  interefts,  and  honour  of  our  na 
tion.  And  you  may  reil  affbred  of  our  moft  cor 
dial  co-operation,  fo  far  as  it  may  become  neceffary 
in  this  purfuit. 

Peace  and  harmony  with  all  nations  is  our  fin- 
cere  wifh  :  but  fuch  being  the  lot  of  humanity,  that 
nations  will  not  always  reciprocate  peaceable  dif- 
pofitions,  it  is  our  firm  belief  that  effectual  meafures 
of  defence  will  tend  to  infpire  that  national  felf- 

refpect 
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refpect  and  confidence  at  home,  which  is  the  un 
failing  fource  of  refpeclability  abroad,  to  check, 
aggrefiion  and  prevent  war. 

Whilfl  we  are  endeavouring  to  adjufi  our  dif 
ferences  with  the  French  Republic,  by  amicable  ne 
gotiation,  the  progrefs  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the 
depredations  on  our  commerce,  the  perfonal  injuries 
to  our  citizens,  and  the  general  complexion  of  af 
fairs,  prove  to  us  your  vigilant  care  in  recommend 
ing  to  our  attention  effectual  meafures  of  defence. 

Thofe  which  you  recommend,  whether  they  re 
late  to  external  defence,  by  permitting  our  citizens 
to  arm,  for  the  purpofe  of  repelling  aggreffions  on 
their  commercial  rights,  and  by  providing  fea  con 
voys,  or  to  internal  defence,  by  increafing  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  by  forming  a  pro- 
vifional  army,  by  reviling  the  militia  laws,  and  for 
tifying  more  completely  our  ports  and  harbours, 
will  meet  our  coniideration,  under  the  influence 
of  the  fame  juft  regard  for  the  fecurity,  intereft,  and 
honour  of  our  country,  which  dictated  your  re 
commendation. 

Practices  fo  unnatural  and  iniquitous,  as  thofe 
you  ftate,  of  our  citizens  converting  their  property 
and  perfonal  exertions  into  the  means  of  annoying 
our  trade  and  injuring  our  fellow-citizens,  deferve 
legal  feverity  commeniurate  with  their  turpitude. 

Although  the  Senate  believe  that  the  profperity 
and  happinefs  of  our  country  does  not  depend  on 
general  and  exteniive  political  connexions  with 
European  nations,  yet  we  never  can  lofe  fight  of 
the  propriety,  as  well  as  neceffity,  of  enabling  the 
Executive,  by  fufficient  and  liberal  fupplies,  to  main 
tain,  and  even  extend,  our  foreign  intercourfe,  as 
exigencies  may  require,  repofing  full  confidence 
in  the  Executive^  in  whom  the  confiicution  has 
placed  the  powers  of  negotiation. 

We  learn  with  fincere  concern,  that  attempts  are 

in 
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in  operation  to  alienate  the  affeftions  of  onr  fellow- 
citizens  from  their  government.  Attempts  ib 
wicked,  wherever  they  exift,  cannot  fail  to  excite 
our  utmoit  abhorrence.  A  government  chofen  by 
the  people  for  their  own  fafety  and  happinefs,  and 
calculated  to  fecure  both,  cannot  lofe  their  affec 
tions,  ib  long  as  its  administration  purfues  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  creeled.  And  your 
refolution  to  obterve  a  conduct  jull  and  impartial 
to  all  nations,  a  facred  regard  to  our  national  en 
gagements,  and  not  to  impair  the  rights  of  our  go 
vernment,  contains  principles  which  cannot  fail  to  fe- 
cure  to  your  administration  the  fupport  of  the  Na 
tional  Legislature,  to  render  abortive  every  attempt 
to  excite  dangerous  jealouiies  among  us,  and  to 
convince  the  world  that  our  government,  and  your 
adminiftration  of  it,  cannot  be  feparated  from  the 
affectionate  fupport  of  every  good  citizen.  And 
the  Senate  cannot  fuffer  the  preient  oceaiion  to 
pafs,  without  thus  publicly  and  folemnly  expreifing 
their  attachment  to  the  conftitution  and  govern 
ment  of  their  country  ;  and  as  they  hold  themfelves 
refponiible  to  their  constituents,  their  conferences, 
and  their  God,  it  is  their  determination,  by  all 
their  exertions,  to  repel  every  attempt  to  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  people  from  the  government, 
ib  injurious  to  the  honour,  fafety,  and  independence 
of  the  United  States. 

We  are  happy,  Since  our  fentiments  on  the  fub.- 
ject  are  in  perfect  union  with  yours,  ia  this  public 
manner  to  declare,  that  we  believe  the  conduct:  of 
the  Government  has  been  juit  and  impartial  to  fo 
reign  nations,  and  that  thofe  internal  regulations 
which  have  been  eftablifhed  for  the  prefervation  of 
peace,  are  in  their  nature  proper,  and  have  been, 
fairly  executed. 

And  we  are  equally  happy  in  poffeffing  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  abilities  and  exertions  in  your 

ft  at  ion. 
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flation,  to  maintain  untarniihed  the  honour,  pre-» 
ferve  the  peace,  and  fupport  the  independence  of 
our  country  ;  to  acquire  and  eftablifh  which,  in 
connexion  with  your  fellow-citizens,  has  been  the 
virtuous  effort  of  a  part  of  your  life. 

To  aid  you  in  thefe  honourable  and  arduous  exer 
tions,  as  it  is  our  duty,  fo  it  fhall  be  our  faithful 
endeavour.  And  we  flatter  ourfelves,  Sir,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  preient  feffion  of  Congrefs  will 
mamfeft  to  the  world,  that  although  the  United 
States  love  peace,  they  will  be  independent ;  that 
they  are  finccre  in  their  declarations  to  be  juft  to 
the  French  and  all  other  nations,  and  expect  the 
fame  in  return.  If  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  a  love  of 
moderation  and  peace,  fhall  influence  their  coun 
cils,  which  we  lincerely  hope,  we  fhall  have  juft 
grounds  to  expect  peace  and  amity  between  the 
United  States  and  all  nations  will  be  preferved. 

But  if  we  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  experience  in 
juries  from  any  foreign  powers,  and  the  ordinary 
methods  by  which  differences  are  amicably  adjufted 
between  nations  fhall  be  rejected,  the  determination 
"  not  to  furrender  in  any  manner  the  rights  of  the 
"  government/'  being  fo  infeparably  connected 
with  the  dignity,  intereit,  and  independence  of 
our  country,  ihall,  by  us,  be  fteadily  and  inviolably 
fupported. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

Fie  e-prefi  dent  of  the  United  States> 

and  Prejident  of  the  Senate. 

Anfwer  (as  firft  reported)  of  the  Reprejentatives. 
Mond'iy,  May  23. — Sir,  The  interefting  detail  of 
thole  events  which  have  rendered  the  convention 
of  Congrcfs  at  this  time  indifpenfable  (communi 
cated  in  your  fpecch  to  both  Houfes)  has  excited  in 
us  the  ftrongell  emotions.  Whilfl  we  regret  the 
occafion,  we  cannot  omit  to  teftify  our  approbation 

of 


JULY,  1797. 

of  the  meafure,  and  to  pledge  ourfelves  that  no  con- 
fiderations  of  private  inconvenience  fhall  prevent, 
on  our  part,  a  faithful  taicharge  of  the  duties  to 
which  we  are  vailed. 

We  have  conftantly  hoped,  that  the  nations  of 
Europe,  defolated  hy  foreign  wars,  or  convulfed 
by  inteftine  diviiions,  would  have  left  the  United 
States  to  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranquillity,  to  which 
the  impartial  conduct  of  our  Government  has  en 
titled  us  ;  and  it  is  now,  with  extreme  regret,  we 
find  the  meafures  of  the  French  Republic  tending 
to  endanger  a  fituation  fo  defirable  and  intereftmg  to 
our  country. 

Upon  this  occaiion,  we  feel  it  our  duty  toexprefs, 
in  the  mofl  explicit  manner,  the  fenfations  which  the 
prefent  crifis  has  excited,  and  to  allure  you  of  our 
zealous  co-operation  in  thofe  meafures  which  may 
appear  neceffary  for  our  fecurity  or  peace. 

Although  it  is  the  firft  and  moll  ardent  wifh  of 
our  hearts,  that  peace  may  be  maintained  with  the 
French  Republic,  and  with  all  the  world ;  yet  we 
can  never  furrender  thofe  rights  which  belong  to  us 
as  a  nation :  and  whilft  we  view  with  fatisfaclion, 
the  wifdom,  dignity,  and  moderation,  which  have 
marked  the  meafures  of  the  Supreme  Executive  of 
our  country,  in  its  attempts  to  remove,  by  candid  ex 
planations,  the  complaints  and  jealouiies  of  France, 
we  feel  the  full  force  of  that  indignity  which  has 
been  offered  our  country  in  the  rejection  of  its  Mi- 
nifter.  No  attempts  to  wound  our  rights  as  a  fove- 
reign  ftate  will  efcape  the  notice  of  our  conflituents ; 
they  will  be  felt  with  indignation,  and  repelled  with 
that  decifion  which  fliall  convince  the  world  th&t  we 
are  not  a  degraded  people,  that  we  can  never  fub- 
mit  to  the  demands  of  a  foreign  power,  without  ex 
amination,  and  without  difcuffion. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  the  confidence  repofed  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  their  Government, 

VOL.  vi,  K  we 
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we  cannot  heiitate  in  exprefiing  our  indignation  at 
the  lent  i  merits  difcloied  by  the  Prefident  or  the  Exe 
cutive  Directory  of  France,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States.  Such  fentrments  ferve 
to  difcover  the  imperfect  knowledge  which  France 
poffeifes  of  the  real  opinions  of  your  conftituents. 
An  attempt  to  ieparate  the  people  of  the  United 
States  from  their  Government,  is  an  attempt  to  ie 
parate  them  from  themielves;  and  although  foreign 
ers,  who  know  not  the  genius  of  our  country,  may 
have  conceived  the  project,  and  foreign  emhTaries 
may  attempt  the  execution,  yet  the  united  efforts  of 
our  fellow-citizens  will  convince  the  world  of  its 
impracticability. 

Happy  would  it  have  been,  if  the  tranfactions  dif 
cloied  in  your  communication  had  never  taken 
place,  or  that  they  could  have  been  conceal ed. 
Senfibly,  however,  as  we  feel  the  wound  which  has 
been  inflicted,  we  think  with  you,  that  neither  the 
honour  nor  the  intereil  of  the  United  States  forbid 
the  repetition  of  advances  for  preferving  peace;  and 
we  are  happy  to  learn,  that  frefh  attempts  at  nego 
tiation  will  be  commenced  :  nor  can  we  too  itrongly 
expreis  our  iincere  deiires  that  an  accommodation 
may  take  place,  on  terms  compatible  with  the  rights,, 
intereft,  and  honour  of  our  nation.  Fully,  however, 
impreffed  with  the  uncertainty  of  the  refult,  we  fhall 
prepare  to  meet  with  fortitude  any  unfavourable 
events  which  may  occur,  and  to  extricate  ourfelves 
from  the  conlequences  with  all  the  (kill  we  polTefs, 
and  all  the  efforts  in  our  power.  Believing,  with 
you,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Government  has  been 
juft  and  impartial  to  foreign  nations,  that  the  laws 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  had  been  proper,  and 
that  they  have  been  fairly  executed,  the  reprelenta- 
tives  of  the  people  do  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that 
they  will  give  their  moft  cordial  fupport  to  the  exe 
cution 
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cution  of  principles  fo  deliberately  and  uprightly 
eftablifhed. 

The  many  intcrefiing  fhbjecls  which  are  fo 
Strongly  enforced  by  this  momentous  occafion,  will 
receive  every  attention  which  their  importance  de 
mands ;  and  we  truft,  that  by  the  decided  and  ex 
plicit  conduct  which  will  govern  our  deliberations, 
every  inlinnation  will  be  repelled  which  is  deroga 
tory  to  the  honour  and  independence  of  our  country* 

Permit  us,  in  offering  this  addrefs,  to  exprefs  our 
fatisfaclion  at  your  promotion  to  the  firft  office  in 
the  Government,  and  our  entire  confidence  that  the 
pre-eminent  talents  and  patriotifm  which  have  placed 
you  in  this  diftingui fried  iituation,  will  enable  you 
to  difcharge  its  various  duties  with  fatisfaclion.  to 
yourfelf,  and  advantage  to  our  common  country. 

The  anfwer  being  read,  Mr.  Evatis  (from  Virgi 
nia)  moved,  that  inllead  of  "  will  be  felt  with  mdig- 
"  nation"  fhould  be  inferted,  "  will  be  felt  with 
"  fenfibility"  as  a  milder  phrafe ;  as  he  wifhed  to 
avoid  ufing  expreflions  more  harfh  than  were  ne- 
cefTary  *. 

Thjs 


*  Mr.  Evans's  amendment  has  much  more  of  the  nonfenfical  in 
it,  than  any  thing  I  remember  to  hare  heard  of  for  fome  time. 
What  \sfenpbility  ?  It  is  feeling,  as  applied  to  the  mind  ;  fo  that 
the  amendment  in  plain  Englifh  fays,  that  the  infults  of  France  wilt 
be  felt  with  feeling  ;  which  is  very  much  in  the  ityle  of  Ancient 
Piftol :  "  he  bears  with  ears." 

But  the  nonfenfe  of  the  amendment,  grofs  as  it  is,  is  its  leaft 
fault.  It  is  pufillanimous,  whining,  and  calculated  to  difgmle  the 
real  fentiments  of  the  people.  I  will  allow  the  gentleman  to  have 
meant,  that  the  infults  of  the  French  to  our  Minifter  would  be 
heard  of  \v\\\\  fenfibility  :  this  is  fenfe,  but  it  is  far  from  exprefling 
what  ought  to  be  exprefTed  on  the  prefent  ocean" on.  We  with 
propriety  fay,  that  we  hear  with  fenfibility  of  the  difpleafure  of 
our  friends.  The  lover  receives  the  flighteft  favour  from  his 
miftrefs  with  a  great  deal  of  fenfibiliry  ;  but  whar  fliou  d  we 
thiuk  of  a  fellow  who  Ihould  talk  thus  upon  receiving  a  flap  upm 
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This  amendment  brought  up  another  member 
from  Virginia,  who,  with  a  heart  not  lefs  full  offenji- 
£;///}',  begged  leave  to  fubftitute  another  amendment 
in  room  of  that  propofed  by  his  colleague.  The 
amendment  the  latter  propofed  was  in  the  following 
words  : 

"  After  the  firfi  fection,  infert, 

"  Although  we  are  actuated  by  the  utmoft  folici- 
"  tude  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  with  the  French 
"  Republic,  and  with  all  the  world  ;  the  rejection 
"  of  our  Minifter,  and  the  manner  of  difmiffing  him 
"  from  the  territories  of  France,  have  excited  our 
<c  warmeji  jenfibihly  ;  and,  if  followed  by  fimilar 
"  meafures,  and  a  refuial  of  all  negotiation  on  the 
"  fubje&  of  our  mutual  complaints,  will  put  an  end 
"  to  every  friendly  relation  between  the  two  coun- 
*c  tries  ;  but  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  Govern- 
"  ment  of  France  only  intended  to  fufpend  the  ordi- 
"  nary  diplomatic  intercourfe,  and  to  bring  into  ope- 
"  ration  thofe  extraordinary  agencies  which  are  in 
<c  common  ufe  between  nations,  and  which  are 
*{  confined  in  their  intention  to  the  great  caufes  of 
*•'  difference.  We  therefore  receive,  with  the  ut- 
"  mofl  fatisfacfrion,  your  information,  that  a  frelh 
c<  attempt  at  negotiation  will  be  inftituted;  and  we 
"  expe6l  with  confidence,  that  a  mutual  fpirit  of 
"  conciliation,  and  a  difpoiition  on  the  part  of  the 
ft  United  States  to  place  France  on  the  footing  of 
"  other  countries,  by  removing  the  unequalities 
"  which  may  have  arilen  in  the  operation  of  ourre- 
(f  fpecUve  treaties  with  them,  will  produce  an  ac- 
"  commodation  compatible  with  the  engagements, 
"  rights,  duties,  and  honour  of  the  United  States. 
"  We  will  conlider  the  feveral  fubjecls  which 


the  cheek?  what  fhouluwe  think  ofBache,  for  inftance,  if,  through 
ihe  channel  of  his  Aurora,  he  were  to  tell  the  world,  that  Hum- 
phreys's  fift  produced  in  his  mind  the  utmoft  fenfibility  ? 

i  "  you 
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**  you  have  recommended  to  our  confideration, 
"  with  the  attention  which  their  importance  de- 
6C  mands,  and  will  zealoufly  co-operate  in  thofe  mea- 
"  fures  which  fhall  appear  neceffary  for  our  own  le- 
"  curity  or  peace. 

"  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  have  ex- 
ifted  amongft  the  people  of  the  United  States 
upon  national  fubjecls,  we  cannot  believe  that  any 
ferious  expectation  can  be  entertained  of  with 
drawing  the  fupport  of  the  people  from  their  con- 
ce  ftitutional  agents  j  and  we  ihould  hope  that  the  re- 
"  collection  of  the  miferies  which  fhe  herfelf  has 
fuffered  from  a  like  interference,  would  prevent 
any  fuch  attempt  by  the  Republic  of  France  ;  but 
we  explicitly  declare  for  ourfelves  and  our  con- 
fUtuents,  that  fuch  an  attempt  would  meet  our 
highefl  indignation,  and  we  will  repel  every 
"  unjuft  demand  on  the  United  States  by  foreign 
"  countries,  that  we  will  ever  confider  the  humilia- 
"  tion  of  the  Government  as  the  greateft  peribnal 
"  difgrace." 

After  fome  difcourfe  as  to  the  propriety  of  admit 
ting  this  amendment,  it  was  declared  admiffible  by 
the  Chairman,  and  was  accordingly  fubmitted  to  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  rofe  in  fupport  of  his  warmeft 
fenfibility.  After  premifing  that  much  would  depend 
upon  the  anfwer  about  to  be  given,  he  faid,  that  the 
iituation  in  which  we  flood  with  refpecl  to  France, 
called  for  the  moft  judicious  proceeding,  and  that  it 
was  his  wifh  to  heal  the  breach  by  temperate  meafures. 
He  exprefled  hfafceBng  for  the  infult  offered  to  Mr. 
Pinckney,  which  was  heightened  by  the  dignity  he 
had  borne  it  with,  which  had  proved  him  a  proper 
character  for  the  embaffy.  He  was  forry  that  France 
had  refufed  to  receive  him,  but  did  not  think  it  -fight 
to  fuffer  this//>#  imprcffion  to  influence  the  proceed 
ings  of  the  Houfe. 

K  3  Mr, 
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Mr.  Nicholas  next  proceeded  to  remark  on  the 
magnitude  of  the  infill t  received,  which  did  not 
appear  to  him  fo  great  as  Mr.  Pinckney  feemed  to 
think  it  ;  he  inntred  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  had  done  all  in  its  power  to  accommodate 
the  differences  with  France  ;  and  that,  though  an 
infult  had  been  offered  to  this  country,  which  could 
not  fail  to  produce  irritation,  yet  that  irrita 
tion  fhould  Jlop  Jhort  of  the  point  where  it  would 
produce  atfion,  as  he  was  certain  any  fleps  taken 
which  might  hazard  the  peace  of  the  country, 
would  not  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  its  citizens. 

From  featiments  like  thefe,  the  gentleman  made 
a  very  natural,  eafy,  and  graceful  tranfition  to  French 
influence^  of  which  he  faid  he  had  heard  frequent  in- 
iinuations,  but  which  he  coniidered  fo  groundlefs  as 
to  he  only  worthy  of  contempt.  For  his  own  part, 
he  had  no  intercourfe  with  the  French,  hut  of  the 
commoneft  kind.  He  wifhed  thofe  who  poffefTed 
proofs  of  improper  conducl  of  this  kind,  would  come 
forward  and  fhow  them — fhow  who  are  the  traitor^ 
of  whom  fo  much  is  faid.  He  was  not  afraid  of  the 
impreffions  any  fuch  charges  brought  againit  him 
might  make  upon  his  conftituentsy  or  where  he  was 
known  ;  indeed,  he  had  not  the  arrogance  to  believe 
the  charge  was  levelled  againft  ///#/,  though  he  be 
lieved  he  vw&  frequently  charged  with  a  too  great  at 
tachment  to  the  French  caufe. 

By  way  of  jollification  for  his  immoderate  zeal  in 
the  caufe  of  France,  the  eloquent  gentleman  went 
into  a  retrofpedive  view  of  the  fituation  of  that 
republic,  when  he  firft  came  into  Congrefs,  and 
of  the  fentiments  of  "  this  part  of  the  country"  with 
refpecl  to  her  fate.  He  reprefented  France  as  the 
party  attacked,  and,  with  equal  accuracy,  talked 
about  proofs  of  the  intention  of  England  to  de 
clare  war  againit  America,  if  France  had  been  van? 
quiftiea, 
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He  next  proceeded  to  the  detail  of  fentiments  re- 
fpedting  the  anti-republican  fpirit  that  prevailed  in 
this  country,  to  exactly  of  a  piece  with  thofe  contain 
ed  in  the  letter  to  Mazzei,  attributed  to  Mr.  Jefieribn, 
that  to  repeat  his  words  here  would  be  uf (clefs.  It 
was,  he  faid,  to  counteract  this  difpofttion,  that  he 
oppofed  a  contrary  zeal,  though  he  was  not  contcious 
of  being  over- zealous. 

From  this  digrcflion  the  orator  returned  to  the 
fubjecl  before  the  Committee.  He  could  not  help 
taking  notice,  he  faid,  of  fome  circum (ranees  in  the 
correspondence  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  becaufe  he  believed 
they  would  be  made  ufe  of  to  influence  the  public 
mind.  He  meant  the  allufion  which  was  made  to 
the  ftate  of  politics  in  this  country,  Beiides  Mr. 
Pinckney's  own  opinion,  he  fpeaks  of  a  late  emigrant 
returned  to  France,  who  defcribed  this  country  as  of 
no  greater  confequence  than  Geneva  or  Genoa.  At 
firft,  he  faid,  he  fuppofed  this  to  be  one  of  thofe 
things  which  tended  the  fame  way  with  all  the  reft; 
but  he  believed  this  was  not  the  cafe  ;  he  knew  only 
of  one  emigrant  who  had  returned  to  France,  who 
was  of  confiderable  confequence.  That  emigrant, 
however,  was  not  the  arTociate  of  the  friends  of 
France  in  this  country,  but  of  thofe  who  were  moil 
oppofed  to  it :  fo  that  whatever  opinion  he  might 
have  formed  of  this  country,  they  were  not  gathered 
from  ihefViendsof the  French*. 

After  this,  Mr.  N.  took  another  iiep  on  one  fide, 


*  Talleyrand  is  here  alluded  to  ;  and  it  muft  be  confefled,  that 
Nicholas,  feronce,  fpoke  the  truth.  Talleyrand  was  a  fpy  ;  his 
bufinefs,  therefore,  was  not  with  the  democrats,  who  had  no  fe- 
crets  which  they  withheld  from  the  Dir^ftory,  but  with  the  fede- 
ralifts,  from  whom  much  valuable  information  might  be,  and  un 
doubtedly  was  extracted.  To  the  fliame  of  the  federalifts  be  it 
fpoken,  the  arch  apoftate  found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  iccefs  to 
them.  He  vifited  all  the  moft  eminent  amongft  them,  riot  except 
ing  the  officers  of  Government,  and  the  Prefident ;  fo  that  N|« 
fholas's  repioac.b  was  extremely  juft. 

K  4  to 
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to  fpeak  again  of  the  French  fadtion,  and  declared, 
that  if  there  fhould  be  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  deter 
mined  to  carry  a  certain  meaiure,  though  it  fhould 
invols7e  the  nation  in  war,  could  he,  becaufe  he  was 
called  a  French  patriot,  give  us  his  opinion  and  join 
in  the  vote  ?  He  could  not.  And  if,  by  going  into  a 
meafure  of  this  kind,  they  produce  diviiion,  they 
xnufl  not  charge  thofe  who  oppofed  their  meafures 
with  it.  Thofe  who  produced  the  diviiion  muft 
anfwerit*. 

Mr.  William  Smith  foil  owed  Nicholas,  and,  in  a  very 
long  and  very  able  fpeech,  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  American  Government,  proved  that  the  Britifh. 
treaty  was  a  mere  pretext  on  the  part  of  France, 
and  concluded  by  a  brief  developement  of  the  real 
views  of  the  French  Government,  and  their  faction. 

It  was  evident,  he  faid,  from  the  information  from 
France,  that  an  opinion  had  been  indutlrioufly 


*" Having  thus  given  a  (ample  of  logic  worthy  of  the  genius  of 
the  great  RaJpbo  himfelf,  the  gentleman  returned  once  more  to  the 
Anfwer^  which,  he  faicl,  went  to  decide  the  queftion  of  peace  or  ivar 
for  this  country.  He  thought  it  calculated  to  produce  great  mif- 
chief,  and  no  poffibie  good  ;  infixed  that  it  would  tend  to  irritate; 
that  threat?  from  this  country  towards  the  French  could  not  effedt 
the  object  in  view,  and  very  patrioticly  and  manfully  afked,  if  any 
gentleman  believed  we  were  able  to  meet  them  in  war  ?  if  not, 
ft  id  he,  why  make  iuch  declarations  as  fhould  preclude  farther  ne 
gotiation  ?  We  are  condemning  the  French  Government  becaufe 
they  ajk  for  redrefs,  without  liftening  to  negotiation  ;  yet  we  fay 
to  them,  We  are  right,  you  have  no  caufe  to  complain  ;  all  the 
departments  of  our  government  acled  right. 

After  clifapproving  of  the  Prefident's  aflertion,  that  our  Govern 
ment  had  uniformly  aft ed  right,  and  that  he  would  never  depart  from 
the  principles  afted  upon,  he  proceeded  to  ftate  the  danger  of 
fanclioning  Inch  a  declaration,  and  very  confidently  added,  that  he 
was  not  for  humiliating  meafures,  and  that  no  man  was  more  willing 
to  make  mean  and  improper  ccnccfiions  than  himfelf  ! 

He  concluded  by  prcffing  a  fair  and  full  examination  of  the  fub- 
jtft  before  them,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  difcover  if  any  injury  or 
error  had  been  committed  on  our  part,  and  if  fuch  was  found  to 
exift,  he  fincereJy  wiflied  it  to  be  corrected. 

circulated 
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circulated  there,  that  the  government  and  people  of 
this  country  were  divided  ;  that  the  Executive  was 
corrupt,  and  did  not  purfue  the  interefts  of  the 
people ;  and  that  they  might,  by  perfeverance.  over 
turn  the  administration,  and  introduce  a  new  order 
of  things.  Was  not  fuch  an  opinion  as  this,  he 
afked,  calculated  to  induce  France  to  believe  that  fhe 
might  make  her  own  terms  with  us  ?  It  was  well 
known  what  France  wifhed,  and  it  was  time  to  de 
clare  it  plainly  ;  his  opinion  was,  that  fhe  defigned 
to  ruin  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  through  us. 
This  was  evident.  They  talk  of  the  Britifh  treaty  ; 
but  they  fuffered  it  to  lie  dormant  for  near  a  twelve 
month,  without  complaining  about  it.  Why  were 
they  filent  till  within  a  few  weeks  before  the  election 
of  our  Prelident?  Why  did  they  commit  fpoliations 
upon  our  commerce  long  before  the  Britiih  treaty 
was  even  dreamt  of?  Indeed  their  firft  decree,  direct 
ing  fpoliations  of  our  property,  and  the  capture  of 
our  provifion-ihips,  was  on  the  9th  of  May,  1 793,  a 
month  before  the  provilion  order  of  Great  Britain, 
which  was  dated  June  8,  1793  :  and  why  have  they, 
from  that  time  to  this,  been  committing  fpoliations 
on  our  commerce  ?  The  Britifh  treaty  was  publifhed 
in  Paris,  in  Auguir,  1795:  a  year  after,  in  July, 
1796,  they  determine  "  to  treat  us  in  the  fame  way 
that  we  fuffer  other  nations  to  treat  us  ;"  and  this 
decree  was  not  made  known  to  our  Government  till 
the  October  following,  a  few  weeks  before  the  elec 
tion  of  Prefident. 

But  this  was  not  all;  the  French  had  purfued 
fimilar  meafures  towards  all  the  other  neutral  pow 
ers.  Sweden,  in  confequence,  had  no  Minifter  in 
their  country,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture.  The- 
intention  of  the  French  Government  evidently  was 
to  compel  all  the  neutral  powers  to  aid  her  in  de- 
ftroying  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  he 
trufted  this  country  had  more  fpirit  than  to  fuffer 
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herfelf  to  be  thus  forced  to  give  up  her  commerce 
with  Great  Britain  :  he  trufted  it  would  ipurn  any 
iiich  idea. 

There  had  been  no  period,  fince  the  revolution, 
-which  had  fo  powerfully  called  on  Americans  for  that 
fortitude  and  wifdom  which  they  knew  fo  well  how 
to  difplay  on  great  and  folenm  emergencies.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  offend  any  one  by  ftating  the 
qtieftion  in  too  ftrong  terms  ;  but  he  was  perfuaded, 
that  when  the  prefent  lit  nation  of  our  affairs  with 
refpecl:  to  France,  was  well  underlined,  it  would  be 
found,  that  to  acquiefce  in  her  prefent  demands  was 
virtually  and  efTentially  to  iurrender  our  felf-govern- 
inent  and  independence. 

The  independence  of  a  nation,  he  obferved,  might 
be  deftroyed  by  various  modes.  Whether  a  prepon 
derating  influence  was  obtained  in  her  councils  by 
leduclion,  intrigue,  or  terror,  or  by  a  direcl:  and 
open  invaiion  of  her  territories,  and  confequent  fub- 
jugation,  was  immaterial.  Indeed,  it  would  be  fafer 
for  us  if  a  foreign  power  were  at  once  to  attempt  our 
fubjugation  by  invaiion  ;  for  in  that  cafe  there 
could  be  but  one  opinion  among  Americans ^  about  a 
vigorous  reliflanc.e* ;  but  the  flow  approaches  to 
our  fubjedlion,  by  the  fubtle  artifices  of  intrigue  and 
lubjediion,  were  feldom  diicerned  by  the  community 
at  large,  until  their  peftilential  effects  had  taken  fuch 
deep  root  as  to  be  with  difficulty  extirpated.  Was 
it  faying  too  much  to  affcrt,  that  dictating  to  our 
Government,  fomenting  an  infurrcclion  in  our 
bofom,  influencing  our  molt  important  election. 


*  It  was,  perhaps,  very  proper  in  Mr.  Smith  to  make  this  af- 
fertion  ;  it  was  one  o. 'thole  pious  frauds  that  ftatefmen  are  allowed 
to  ufe  for  good  purposes  \  but  that  fa«5t  really  was  not  true.  I 
verily  believe  that  there  would  not  on'y  have  been  two  opinions, 
but  that  each  opinion  would  have  had  a  great  number  of  advo 
cates. 

demanding 
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demanding  a  violation  of  our  engagements,  the  re 
peal  of  our  laws,  the  annulling  the  decrees  of  our 
courts  of  juftice,  were  not  merely  interferences  with 
our  Government,  but,  in  fact,  attempts  to  ufurp  it? 
The  complaints  of  France  refpecYmg  the  Britifh 
treaty,  were  the  pretext,  hut  not  the  real  caufcof  her 
aggreffions.  It  was  idle  to  wink  out  of  fight  the 
real  caufes ;  fhe  wifhed  (as  he  had  before  Mated)  to 
deftroy  the  commerce  of  England,  and  the  United 
States  were  to  be  the  instrument  of  accomplifhing  it. 
The  United  States  were  to  be  coerced  into  iuch  mea- 
fures  as  would  effect  this  great  fcheme.  The  fame 
policy  was  purfued  towards  the  Hanie  Towns  and 
Denmark.  Had  they  made  a  Britilh  treaty  ?  Were 
they  anfwerable  for  the  iins  of  ours  ?  The  review  he 
had  taken  of  the  ground  of  controveriy  as  to  our 
treaty  with  England,  mull  have  removed  every  im- 
prefiion  unfavourable  to  our  Government,  and 
evinced  the  unceafing  efforts  of  France  to  acquire 
an  improper  afcendency  over  our  councils,  and 
direct  them  to  the  purpofcs  of  her  aggrandizement. 
Mr.  Smith  concluded  with  requeuing  the  Com 
mittee  ferioufly  to  ponder  on  the  conlequence  of 
agreeing  to  the  amendment.  It  fpoke  the  fame 
feeble  language  as  the  addrefs  of  the  lafl  feilion, 
the  fame  timid  reluctance  to  exprefs  our  fenfe  of 
injury,  the  fame  reliance  on  the  negotiation  alone; 
if  this  was  all  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
propofed  doing  at  this  extraordinary  feffion,  the  call 
ing  of  Congrefs  would  prove  the  mo  ft  humiliating, 
the  mod  calamitous  mcafure  that  had  ever  been 
adopted.  Better  indeed  had  the  members  remained 
at  their  homes,  and  there,  in  lecret  iilence,  mourned 
over  the  difhonour  of  their  country,  and  (mothered 
their  refentmcnts,  than  to  be  collected  in  a  mais 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  to  be  thus  publicly  ex- 
iiibited  as  fellow-witneffes  of  their  own  fhame  and 
fhe  indignities  offered  their  country,  without  the 
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140  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

power,  or  even  the  courage,  to  refent  them.  But  he 
could  not  believe  it  poffible  that  the  Committee 
would  purfue  a  courfe  fo  pregnant  with  humiliation  ; 
and  he  confidently  perfuaded  himfelf  that  as  his 
country  had  always  difplayed  her  juftice,  fo  would 
all  parts  of  the  Houfe  unite  on  this  occaiion  to  con 
vince  the  world  that  her  fortitude  and  firmnefs  were 
equal  to  her  justice. 

This  debate  on  the  anfvver  to  the  fpcech,  (hocking 
as  it  may  appear,  lafted  during  eleven  days,  and  was 
finally  clofed  on  the  ift  of  June.  To  infert  fuch  a 
debate  as  this  at  length  is  impoffible,  and,  if  it  were 
poflible,  it  would  be  very  far  from  adding  to  the  va 
lue  of  this  work.  Some  of  the  fpeeches  indeed,  thofe, 
for  inftance,  of  Meflrs.  William  Smith,  Bayard,  Otis, 
and  fome  others,  would  do  honour  to  any  feleclion  ; 
but  they  contain,  generally  fpeaking,  nothing  more 
than  what  had  been  before  faid  in  the  debates  re- 
fpecling  the  Britijh  treaty,  which  was  ftill  the  bur 
den  of  French  complaint,  and  of  oppolition  fophillry, 
mifreprefentation,  and  clamour. 

I  fhall  not,  therefore,  lead  the  reader  through  vo 
lumes  of  repetition  daily  doled  out  in  the  Houfe  ; 
but  fhall  bring  before  him  Ibch  parts  only  of  the  de 
bate  as  will  enable  him  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the 
conducl  and  the  views  of  the  contending  parties.  If 
he  has  not  been  accuftomed  to  read  the  debates  of 
Congrefs,  he  will  be  furprifcd  at  the  variety  of  fub- 
jecls  dragged  into  this  debate  ;  but  if  he  has,  he  will 
look  upon  the  incongruous  jumble  as  a  matter  of 
courfe. 

Living/ton,  Reprefentative  of  New- York,  fpoke 
three  hours.  He  did  not  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  rea- 
fon  or  the  paffions,  but  to  \\\t  patience  of  his  hearers, 
which  he  at  latt  completely  overcame.  This  young 
gentleman  feems  to  be  a  kind  of  pharifee  in  politics, 

ami 
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and  to  believe  that  patriotifm  confiils  in  much  fpeak- 
ing.  When  the  merits  of  an  orator  are  to  be  mea- 
uired  by  the  page  or  the  column,  I  do  not  hefitate  to 
affirm  that  Mr.  Livingflon  will  be  counted  the  Ci 
cero  of  his  day. 

His  fpeech  was  an  inflated  repetition  of  the  argu 
ments  of  Mr.  Nicholas.  He  introduced  a  number  of 
long  quotations  as  applicable  to  the  llibjeol  as  an  ex 
tract  from  the  life  and  adventures  of  Robinfon  Cru- 
foe  would  have  been.  He  muft,  however,  be  al 
lowed  the  merit  of  having  introduced  one  topic  which 
others  had  but  flightly  touched  upon ;  I  mean  the 
impreffment  of  American  fc amen  by  the  BritiJIi.  If  any 
one  wants  to  know  how  this  could  poffibly  be  dragged 
into  the  debate,  he  muft  afk  the  honourable  member 
himfelf ;  for  I  imagine  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for 
any  one  elfe  to  guefs  at  it  even. 

He  aflerted  (and  the  affertion  is  a  very  good  crite 
rion  of  his  candour  and  veracity)  that  tlioufands  of 
American  feamen  had  been  imprefTed  by  the  Britifh. 
He  was  contradicted  by  Mr.  Harper,  who  replied  to 
feveral  of  his  miftatements  in  a  very  fpirited  manner ; 
and,  with  refpecl  to  the  imprefTed  feamen,  obferved, 
that,  in  contradiction  to  this,  he  could  produce  very 
good  authority  ;  being  no  lefs  than  that  of  the  gentle 
man  himfelf.  He  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  report  on  the  fubject ;  and,  after  an 
inquiry  of  feveral  months,  the  refult  flood  thus  : 
American  feamen  imprefTed,  42 

Natives  of  Britain,  1 2 

Foreigners,  26 

Country  unknown,  17 

Total  "97 

This  he  thought  a  fufficient  reply  to  the  gentle 
man's  ftatement  *.  Mr. 


*  It  is  not  improper  to  obferve  here,  that  we  have  an  account 
(fent  by  the  captains  of  feveral  veflels)  of  upwards  of  nine  hundred 

American 
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Mr.  Harper  followed  next,  and,  in  a  long,  elo 
quent,  and  animated  fpeech,  ex-pofed  all  the  projects 
of  France  and  her  partifans.  It  is  impoliible  to  give 
an  abridgment  of  this  fpeech. 

Giles  came  next.  He  let  out  with  reprobating  the 
practice  of  the  Houfe's  anfvvering  the  Prefident's 
Ipeech  ;  or,  at  leaft,  he  wifhed  the  Committee  of 
rules  and  orders  to  be  directed  to  make  oncftand- 
ing  anfaer  that  would  ftand  regularly  for  all  fpeeches  ! 
This  propc.fi. ion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  puts 
ine  in  mind  of  a  practice  that  has  been  long  in  ufe  on 
negro  plantations  :  they  have,  Sir,  a  ready-made  coffin^ 
into  which  every  unhappy  Have  is  put  as  foon  as  the 
breath  is  out  of  his  body.  He  is  then  carried  and 
toiled  into  a  hole,  and  \\\zjlanding  coffin  that  is  to 
Hand  regularly  for  all  corpfes,  is  returned  back  to  its 
place  till  death  calls  it  forth  into  ufe.  This  uteniil 
of  degraded  mortality  alternately  contains  the  victims 
of  the  pleurify,  the  fever,  hunger,  and  the  lain  :  it 
is  the  vehicle  of  the  old  and  the  young,  of  the  long 


American  feamen  being  thrown  into  the  French  and  Spanifh  pri* 
fons.  Two  hundred  and  feven  have  adtnally  been  exchanged  with 
the  BritiJ]}  as  prtfoners  of  war!  And  yet  Mr.  Livingfton  has  the 
boldnefs  to  lay,  that  the  imprefltnent  of  American  feamen  is  an 
aggrtllion  peculiar  to  England  !  Some  of  our  feamen  the  French 
have  whipped,  others  they  have  manacled,  and  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  beiieve  that,  ere  now,  ibme  of  them,  fent  from  Porto  Rico  to 
the  Cape,  .have  been  hanged,  only  for  defending  themfelves  in  a 
moft  heroic  manner  againit  three  times  their  ftrength.  Mr.  L.  is 
very  willing  to  put  up  with  all  this,  I  know ;  but  I  can  allure  him 
that  the  people  of  this  country  are  not.  He  may  revive  the  Britifh 
depredations  as  often  as  he  pleafes  by  way  of  a  counterpoife  with 
thoie  of  France ;  but  every  one  knows  that  Great  Britain  has  re- 
leafed  from  French  gaols  (in  exchange  for  French  prifoners  of  war) 
above  three  times  the  number  of  Americans  that  /he  ever  impre/Jed  > 
and  that,  inltead  of  carrying  on  a  piratical  war  againft  our  com 
merce,  (he  convoys  our  fhips  to  protect  them  agninft  our  allie^ 
whom,  with  all  due  fubmiffion,  I  prefume,  we  may  now  begin  to 
call  the  common  enemy. 

and 
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and  the  fliort,  of  (be  thick  and  the  thin,  of  the  fat  and 
the  lean.  To  be  of  fuch  general  and  conftant  utility, 
its  dimenfions  are  obliged  to  be  fuited  to  the  largeft 
poffible  flature,  and,  of  courfe,  it  does  not  fit  once 
out  of  a  thoufand  times.  So,  I  am  afraid,  it  would 
be  with  any  ftanding  anfvver  to  the  ipecches  of  the 
Prefident  that  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  could 
poilibly  frame. 

Had  the  gentleman  propofed  to  frame  ftanding 
fpeeches  and  replies  for  every  fubject  that  comes  be 
fore  the  Houfe,  the  proportion  fhould  have  had 
my  moil:  hearty  aflent.  The  wifdoin  of  the  rulers 
would  then,  Itruft,  protect  us  from  ipecches  of  three 
hours  long,  from  quibbling  more  offenlive  than  the 
chatter  of  the  roguifh  jackdaw,  and  from  repetition 
more  irkfome  than  the  monotonous  long  of  the 
cuckoo. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  proper  (for  what  reafon  he  belt 
can  tell)  to  preface  his  observations  by  an  attempt  to 
prove  that  there  is  not,  nor  ever  was,  a  French  fac 
tion  in  this  country.  He  went  back  fo  far  as  the 
time  of  Genet,  and  infifted  that  he  was  universally 
reprobated.  If  Mr.  Giles  had  laid,  that  Genet  wa* 
reprobated  by  every  honeft  man  and  friend  to  the* 
Government,  he  would  have  been  nearly  right ;  but 
he  mult  have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  memory  of 
his  hearers,  to  pretend  that  Genet  had  no  party  to 
juftify  his  conduct.  As  long  as  the  name  of  Dallas 
fhall  be  remembered  (which  may  be  indeed  but  a 
little  while,  unlefs  he  changes  lides),  fo  long  will  it 
be  recollected  that  Genet  did  not  want  a  friend. 

But  I  will  not  confine  myfelf  to  a  folitary  inftance^ 
Several  of  the  daily  papers,  Bache's  in  particular, 
openly  defended  the  conduct  of  Genet,  and  as  openly 
reprobated  that  of  the  Federal  Government.  Genet's 
great  offence  was  committed  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
fummer  of  1793,  and  on  the  6th  February,  1/94, 
"  the  true  republican,  the  injured  patriot,  Citizen 
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Genet,"  was  toalied  by  very  numerous  companies 
in  aimoft  every  feaport  town  from  N.  Hampfhire  to 
Georgia.  At  many  of  thefe  republican  feflivals,  mi 
litary  companies  affifted,  cannons  were  fired  ;  and 
at  Philadelphia  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  him- 
felf  v»as  one  of  the  convives.  Thefe,  Mr.  Giles,  are 
ro  proofs  of  univerfal  reprobation.  I  know  well  that 
liis  partifans  dropped  off  from  him  when  they  found 
Lira  recalled,  and  when  they  found  the  current  of 
public  opinion  turning  againft  him  ;  but  this  proves 
the  baferiefs  of  the  French  fadHon,  without  going  a 
Hep  towards  difproving  its  exigence. 

In  tracing  down  the  hiftory  of  this  no-exifting 
faction  (as  he  wifhed  it  to  be  believed),  it  was  fome- 
thing  odd  that  he  fhould  entirely  overlook  Fauchet 
and  his  flour-merchants  ;  "  the  very  peaceable  re 
union  mBraddock's  field/'  and  the  *<  few  thousands 
of  dollar^  with  which  France  "  could  have  deter 
mined  on  a  civil  war  or  peace*" — all  this  Mr.  Giles 
quire  forgot ;  and  he  fcems  to  have  forgotten  Citizen 
Blunderbufs's  interference  in  the  eleclion,  and  the  fac 
tion,  or  rather  gang,  by  which  he  was  fupported. 
The  gentleman  is  young,  and  young  men  are  not 
apt  to  be  fo  forgetful.  Confcious  of  his  own  purity, 
I  fuppofc  he  cannot  bring  himfelf  to  believe  others 
corrupted.  Taken  up  with  the  innocent  labours  of 
the  field,  on  which  he  "  depends  for  fubftftence"  he 
can  hardly  conceive  that  there  is  any  iuch  thing  as 
treachery  in  the  world. 

However,  though  Mr.  Giles's  innocence,  or  feme- 
thing  elfe,  may  prevent  him  from  believing  in  the 
exi'u.nce  of  this  traitorous  faction,  the  people  at 
large  not  only  believe  in  its  exigence,  but  plainly 
perceive  its  manoeuvres  and  its  objecl ;  and,  I  will 
add,  whether  it  pleafe  Mr.  Giles  or  not,  that  they 
are  reiolved  to  defeat  it. 

The  French  faciion  are  now  endeavouring  by  all 
means  in  the  world  to  periuade  the  people  that  there 
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is  no  fuch  thing;  juit  as  Fox  and  his  crew  wifhed 
to  perfuade  the  people  of  England  that  there  were  no 
plots  again  ft  the  Government,  at  the  very  moment 
that  the  democrats  were  Ihooting  at  the  King. 

The  gentleman  ohterved  that  he  depended  on  his 
farm  for  his  fubjiftenee  ;  that  whi'at  was  fallen,  in  eon- 
fequence  of  the  Britifh.  treaty,  from  fourteen  to  ieven 
fhil lings  a  bnihel ;  and  that  he  was  afraid  of  a  war 
with  France,  becaufe  its  confequences  would  be  a 
clofer  connexion  with  Greqt  Britain. 

I  was  never  more  furpriled  than  when  I  heard  that 
Mr.  Giles  depended  upon  his  farm  for-  fubfiftence, 
having  always  understood  that  he  was  a  lawyer  \  and 
knowing  befides,  that  he  received  about  a  thoufand 
dollars  annually  for  his  attendance  in  Congrefs. 

That  wheat  has  fallen  from  fourteen  to  ieven  fhil- 
lings  a  bufhel  is  more  than  I  know  ;  but,  if*  it  be 
really  fo,  how,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  quibbling, 
can  it  be  attributed  to  the  Britifh  treaty  ?  One  caufe 
of  the  fall  of  grain  is,  the  return  of  plenty  in  Europe. 
At  the  time  the  treaty  agitated  the  Union  there  was  a 
famine,  or  nearly  fo,  in  feveral  of  the  countries  of 
Europe ;  that  is  no  longer  the  cafe  ;  the  markets 
there  as  well  as  here  have  fallen  one  half.  The  other 
caufe  of  the  fall  of  produce  is,  the  depredations  of 
the  French.  I  know  Mr.  G.  will  fay  (as  indeed  he 
did  fay)  that  thefe  depredations  originated  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  Britilh  treaty,  which  may  be  true  ;  but 
to  bring  this  forward  as  a  proof  of  the  injuftice  or  im 
policy  of  that  treaty,  certainly  required  more  brafs 
than  I  thought  any  American  was  blefTed  with. 
Suppofe  any  impudent  Icotind^el  were  to  meet  Mr. 
G.  in  the  nreet,  and  knock  him  down  for  having  made 
a  fpeech  three  hours  long  ;  would  not  Mr.  G.  think 
it  very  ftrange  if  he  were  told  it  was  his  own  fault; 
that  he  fhould  not  have  made  the  fpeech,  and  all 
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would  have  been  well  with  him  ?  "  Look,  Sir," 
faid  a  foldier  to  his  Captain,  "  the  drill  fergeant  has 
broken  my  head  becaufe  I  fquinted." — "  It  is  your 
own  fault,  my  lad/'  replied  the  Captain,  "  you  fhould 
not  fquint."  Such  exactly  is  the  logic  of  Citizen 
Giles. 

Belides,  as  to  the  fall  of  wheat  and  flour,  whatever 
it  may  be  with  Mr.  Giles,  who  depends  on  his  farm 
for  fubfiftence,  I  can  allure  him  it  is  no  calamity  to 
the  people  in  general ;  and  that  he  could  not  have 
made  a  more  unfortunate  objection  to  the  treaty. 
Citizens,  you  know  that  you  long  complained  of  the 
dearaefs  of  bread,  at  the  fame  time  that  you  execrated 
the  Britifh  treaty.  You  muft  all  remember  this. 
Well,  now  take  notice :  your  adorer  Mr.  Giles,  a 
member  of  Congrefs,  now  complains  of  this  very 
treaty,  becaufe  it  has  made  Ire  ad  cheap  !  ! 

As  to  a  clofer  connexion  with  Britain,  the  firft  con- 
fequence  of  a  war  with  France,  I  mull  confefs  Mr. 
Giles  was  perfectly  right.  Such  a  connexion  would 
be  inevitable ;  will  be  dictated  by  policy,  by  na^ 
ture,  and  by  neceffity  ;  and,  whatever  Mr.  Giles  may 
think,  it  is  moft  fincerely  wifhed  for  by  a  vaft  ma 
jority  of  the  people,  even  of  thofe  whofe  voice  he 
declared  he  adored. 

Mr.  Coif  faid,  he  thought  that  part  of  the  fifth  pa 
ragraph  which  related  to  the  Executive  Directory 
\vould  be  lefs  exceptionable,  and  equally  convey 
their  difapprobation  of  fuch  fentiments  if  it  were  ex- 
prefled  more  generally,  and  without  any  alluiion 
to  M.  Barras.  He  propofed,  therefore,  to  flrike 
out  from  "at"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  fifth  pa 
ragraph,  to  "  United  States"  in  the  feventh 
line,  and  to  infert  <f  any  fentiments  tending  to  de- 
"  rogate  from  th*at  confidence ;  fuch  fentiments, 
*c  wherever  entertained,  ferve  to  evince  an  imperfect 
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*(  knowledge  of  the  real  opinion  of  our  conflitu- 
"  ents*." 

Mr.  Giles  feconded  the  motion  ;  but  wifhed  it  to 
extend  further^  as  he  did  not  know  what  was  meant 
by  the  expreffion  "  to  feparate  them  from  them- 
"  felves.*' 

Mr.  W.  Smith  obje&ed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Coit),  hecaufe  it 
was  hypothetical.  He  wifhed,  as  the  fact  was 
clearly  eflablifhed,  to  have  a  direct  reference  to  the 
fpeech  of  Barras  in  their  indignation  of  the  fenti- 
ments.  As  the  matter  had  appeared  of  fufficient  im 
portance  to  find  a  place  in  the  Prefident's  fpeech,  he 
thought  it  was  alfo  worthy  of  their  notice.  He  in- 
lifted  upon  its  being  an  attempt  to  divide  the  people 
of  this  country  from  their  Government,  by  fpeaking 
infultingly  of  the  latter,  and  flattering  the  former. 
He  did  not  exactly  know  what  was  meant  by  the 
"  fuggeftion  of  the  former  tyrants,"  but  he  fuppofed 
it  meant  bribery,  and  that  by  "  perfidious  people," 
General  Wafhington  was  included. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 
He  denied  that  the  fuggeftion  could  mean  bribery,  or 
that  infidious  perfons  could  include  General  Wajhing- 
ton.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  thus  make 
it  his  bufinefs  to  hunt  up  for  infults.  As  to  the  ex- 
preffions  of  Government  and  People,  they  were  cer 
tainly  one,  and  could  not  be  divided.  The  Ameri 
can  Government  was  the  people  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  if  the  remainder  of  this  offenfive  addrefs  was  at 
tended  to,  it  would  be  feen  that  the  French  Go- 


*  The  reader  will  perceive  that  this  was  a  moft  bafe  trick  of  Coit, 
to  avoid  all  offence  to  the  infernal  defpots.  "  The  fentiments  ex- 
"  prcjjcd  by  the  French  Direftory"  was  thus  changed  for  "  any  fenti- 
"  ments,  wberevtr  entertained  !" — The  poor  fallen  creatures  were 
afraid,  not  only  to  refent  the  infult,  but  even  to  poiut  out  the  power, 
by  whom  they  had  been  infulted, 
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vernment  and  the  French  people  were  ufed  as  fyno- 
nimous  terms.  He  allowed  that  fpeech  alluded  to 
was  one  of  the  moil  foolifh  things  he  had  ever  feen, 
but  he  could  find  no  ferious  caule  of  offence  in  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  that  by  the  Government  the 
Executive  only  was  meant.  He  was  convinced  of 
this  from  the  manner  in  which  he  had  feen  the  word 
ufed  in  the  French  Government  paper,  intitled  the 
Reda&eur. 

Mr.  Colt  believed  that  whatever  M.  Barras  had  laid, 
it  was  not  worth  their  attention.  We  might  defy 
France  or  Frenchmen  to  fay  worfe  of  us  than  they 
faid  of  themfelves.  He  did  not  himfelf  know  how 
far  the  fpeech  of  Barras  was  an  acl  of  Government : 
for,  faid  he,  when  we  directed  our  Speaker  to  repre 
hend  Randal  and  Whitney,  the  words  he  ufed  upon 
the  occalion  were  not  an  act  of  the  Houfe.  On  ano 
ther  occafion  when  the  Houfe  were  about  to  re 
ceive  the  French  flag,  they  could  not  call  what  was 
faid  by  the  Speaker  on  that  occalion,  an  acl:  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  if  Mr.  Pinckney's  letter  was  an 
authentic  paper,  the  fpeech  of  Barras  was  likcwife  fo  ; 
and  if  fo,  it  was  doubtlefs  an  indignity  on  Govern 
ment.  He  did  not  think  with  the  gentleman  from 
Maflachufetts  (Mr.  Freeman)  that  it  was  "  childifh 
gafconade."  He  believed  it  was  intended  as  an  infult 
on  the  Government  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Gordon  faid  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
authenticity  of  Barras's  fpeech,  fince  it  flood  upon 
the  fame  ground  as  the  re-ft  of  the  documents.  It  was 
a  flagrant  infult  upon  Government,  in  his  opinion, 
and  warranted  all  that  had  been  faid  upon  it,  as  it 
was  doubtlefs  an  attempt  to  feparate  the  people  from 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Thatcher  faid  the  quefiion  was,  whether  or 
not  any  notice  fhould  be  taken  of  the  infult  ing  fpeech 
of  Barras.  When,  faid  he,  the  French  flag  was 
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prefented  to  this  Houfe,  we  were  told,  we  were  not  to 
Hop  to  reafon,  but  to  exprefs  forthwith  our  feelings 
of  affeclion  ;  but  now,  when  the  moil  unexampled 
infult  is  offered  to  us,  fuch  as  one  man  would  not 
receive  from  another,  we  are  not  to  notice  it  at  all,  left 
it  fhould  offend  the  French  Republic.  He  knew  of 
only  one  reafon  for  palling  it  over  in  filence,  and 
that,  it  was  true,  had  fome  weight  with  him.  That 
Barras  fpoke  as  the  organ  of  the  French  nation  there 
could  be  no  doubt ;  but  he  had  his  doubts  whether 
he  knew  himfelf  what  hefald.  The  fpeech  had  flrong 
marks  of  inebriation,  and  he  believed  that,  when  he 
delivered  it,  he  was  either  drunk  or  mad. 

After  a  pretty  long  debate,  the  queftion  was  put 
on  this  bafe  amendment  of  Co/V's,  and,  difgraceful 
to  relate  !  there  appeared  49  for  it  and  49  againft 
it,  when  the  Chairman,  Dent  (as  complete  a  Janus 
as  Day  ton)  declared  it  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

One  would  have  thought,  that  the  anfwer  was 
now  tame  enough  ;  but  fo  thought  not  Mr.  Dayton 
(the  Speaker),  who  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  words, 
"  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  freih  attempts  at 
"  negotiation  will  be  commenced  :  nor  can  we  too 
"  ftrongly  exprefs  our  fincere  delire  that  an  ac- 
<c  commoclation  may  take  place,  on  terms  com- 
"  patiblc  with  the  rights,  intereft,  and  honour  of 
"  our  nation." — This  tone  was  not  fufficiently  hum 
ble  for  Mr.  Dayton,  and  he  therefore  propofed  an 
amendment  in  the  following  words: — "  We  there- 
"  fore  receive,  with  the  utmofl  fatisfaclion,  your 
"  information  that  a  frefli  attempt  at  negotiation 
"  will  be  inflituted,  and  we  cherifh  the  hope  that 
"  a  mutual  fpirit  of  conciliation,  and  a  difpolition 
"  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  place  France 
"  on  grounds  as  favourable  as  other  countries  in  her 
"  relation  and  connexion  with  us,  will  produce  an 
"  accommodation  compatible  with  the  engage^ 
"  ments,  rights,  and  honour  of  our  nation." 
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Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  this  amendment  the  fame 
in  fhbftahce  as  that  which  had  been  negatived,  and 
if  fo,  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  the  gentleman  might  fatisfy 
himfelfit  was  not  the  fame  with  his,  as  it  would 
not  give  occaiion  to  all  the  petty  objections  he  had 
brought  again  ft  it. 

Mr.  Dayton  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  would  take  a  more  manly  ground  of  op- 
poiition  to  his  amendment  than  the  one  he  had  fug- 
geited.  The  amendment  was  not  the  fame  as  the 
one  rejected ;  it  was  not  introduced  in  the  fame 
part  of  the  addrefs,  nor  would  it  require  to  be  re 
committed  to  be  infer  ted.  He  would  alfo  find  that 
fome  gentlemen  would  vote  for  this,  who  put  their 
negative  upon  the  other ;  if  this  would  not  fatisfy 
the  gentleman,  he  believed  the  Chairman  would. 

The  Chairman  declared  the  motion  in  order. 

Mr.  Thatcher  called  upon  the  mover  to  ftate  in 
what  this  motion  differed  from  that  which  was  re 
jected. 

Mr.  Dayton  faid,  that  this  motion  contained  a 
principle  riot  found  in  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
viz.  to  place  France  in  as  favourable  a  fituation  as 
other  countries,  hoping  that  this  will  be  the  means 
of  accommodation.  He  wifhed  this  fentiment  in- 
ferted  in  the  letters  of  credence  of  the  envoys  ;  yet 
he  wifhed  he  might  not  he  charged  with  ftanding 
on  forbidden  ground.  If  this  fentiment  were  not 
inferred  in  the  addrefs,  he  fhould  look  upon  it  with 
perfect  indifference.  He  would  have  propofed  this 
amendment,  if  he  had  not  met  with  a  fecond.  He 
was  defirous  of  preferving  peace  with  the  French 
Republic  upon  any  terms  fhort  of  the  lofs  of  our 
independence,  The  gentleman  from  Maffachufetts 
would  <L-e  the  difference  betwixt  the  two  motions. 

Mr.  W.  £>//*/£  fpoke  at  conliderable  length  againft 
this  amendment.  He  faid  nobody  would  object  to 
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putting  France  upon  as  good  a  footing  as  Great 
Britain,  if  fhe  was  not  fo ;  but  he  believed  fhe 
was  now  in  a  better  filtration,  and  that,  therefore, 
fhe  would  not  confent  to  be  placed  on  the  fame 
footing  with  Great  Britain.  He  objected  to  it  alfo, 
becauie  it  held  out  an  idea  that  reconciliation  could 
only  be  had  through  the  Houfe,  and  becaufe  it 
would  be  an  interference  with  the  Executive.  He 
dwelt  upon  each  of  thefe  objections  at  confiderable 
length;  and  upon  his  faying  that  it  was  poilible,  if 
the  Executive  fhould  think  it  right  not  to  comply 
with  the  direction  of  the  Houfe,  it  might  be  made 
the  ground  of  impeachment,  Mr.  Dayton  inter 
rupted  him,  by  infilling  upon  it,  that  no  fuch  con- 
ftrudlion  could  be  put  upon  his  amendment.  Mr. 
S.  begged  to  differ  in  opinion,  and  continued  his 
objections. 

Mr.  Swanwick  took  a  view  of  the  advantages  which 
France  was  faid  to  enjoy  over  other  countries  with 
refpecl:  to  bringing  prizes  into  our  ports,  and  faid 
that  they  no  longer  exifled.     He  took  notice  of  a 
facl:  related  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  respecting  a  French 
prize  being  brought  into  Charleflon,  and  denied  that 
there  was  any  favour  done  to  the  French  in  the  bu- 
finefs,  but  the  contrary.     France,  he  faid,  fufFered 
material  injury  from  the  Britifh  treaty,  and  there 
needed  to  be  no  apprehenfion  of  their  refufing  to  be 
put  on  the  fame  ground  with  other  nations.     He 
reprobated  the  idea  of  being  denied  the  privilege  of 
giving  an  opinion  to  the  Executive,  and  faid  there 
was  no  expreffion  in  the  anfwer  which  echoed  to  that 
in  the  fpeech,  with  refpecl  to  a  willingnefs  to  retract 
error,  which  the  Senate  had  carefully  reverberated. 
If  gentlemen  were  fincere  in  their  wifhes  for  peace 
with  France,  he  could  not  fee  how  they  could  object 
to  the  amendment.     Why  fay  peace  ought  not  to  be 
made,  except  redrefs  was  received  for  fpoliations  ?  He 
had  himfelf  fuffered  very  materially  in  this  refpecl:,  as 
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well  as  many  of  his  conftituents^  and  he  felt,  of 
courfe,  as  ardent  a  wifh  that  they  fhould  be  paid 
for  as  other  gentlemen ;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  good  policy  to  go  to  war,  if  fatisfaclion 
was  refilled.  This  would  be  probably  to  rilk  the 
lofs  of  a  pound  for  the  lake  of  gaining  a  penny. 
Belides,  it  might  be,  that  when  thefe  claims  came 
to  be  fettled,  France  (like  Britain  with  refpect  to 
Virginia  debts)  might  bring  charges  againft  us,  and 
fo  fettle  the  account.  He  was  willing  to  leave  that 
bufinefs  to  be  fettled  by  the  Executive  *. 

Mr.  Dayton  had  till  now  been  of  opinion,  that, 
however  members  differed  about  the  mode  of  doing 
it,  there  were  none  who  did  not  wilh  to  place 
France  upon  the  fame  footing  with  other  nations 
in  refpecl  to  treaties.  He  thought  the  difpute  had 
been  about  words,  not  about  fubftance.  He  hoped, 
in  the  remarks  he  Ihould  make,  he  fhould  be  ex- 
cufed  from  arraigning  the  French  Republic  like  a 
criminal  at  their  bar,  not  only  with  crimes  com 
mitted  againfl  the  inter/efts  of  the  United  States, 
but  alfo  with  thofe  faid  to  be  committed  againft  the 
different  nations  of  Europe,  with  whofe  political 
connexion  we  have  nothing  to  do,  and  for  which 
they  would  not  certainly  thank  us;  to  fay  to  them, 
You  have  enflaved  this  country,  and  deceived  into 
valfal age  another,  were  not  very  pleafant  affertions; 
and  this  to  be  faid  alfo  of  Sovereign  nations  as  inde- 


*  To  look  at  this  man,  and  to  have  one's  mind  filled  with  that 
aflbciation  of  ideas  that  the  fight  of  him  inevitably  produces,  what 
muft  a  man  of  honour  and  honefty  feel  at  hearing  himielf  called 
bis  conftitucnt  ? 

The  idea  that  France  might  have  claims  on  this  country  limilar 
to  the  Virginia  debts,  is,  I  believe,  original.  The  gentleman, 
however,  was  willing  to  leave  that  bnjinefs  to  be  fettled  by  the  Ex 
ecutive.  Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Swamvick  5s  willing  to 
leave  the  paying  of  debts  to  any  body  that  will  be  kind  enough  to 
undertake  it. 
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pendent  as  we,  at  a  time  when  the  reprefentatives  of 
tliofe  nations  were  accredited,  and  received  amongit 
us ;  and  not  only  received,  but  permitted  to  lit 
within  our  walls,  and  lift  en  to  our  debates  *. 


*  This  alludes  to  the  eloquent  fpeech  of  Mr.  Harper,  in  which 
he  called  the  King  of  Spain  "  the  humble  vajfal  of  France," 

A  ceniure  on  a  member  of  Congrefs  for  fpeaking  freely  of  a 
foreign  nation,  while  her  "AGC.NT  WAS  LISTENING  TO  THE 
DEBATE,*'  would  have  difgraccd  almnft  any  one  except  Mr.  Day 
ton.  It  was  very  natural,  after  having  propofen!  a  meafure  that 
will  expoie  him  to  eternal  reproach,  to  wifh  to  lock  up  the  mouths 
of  his  opponents. 

What  will  be  faid  of  the  Independence  of  America,  of  the  liberty 
of  opinion  and  of  fpeech,  when  it  fhall  be  told  in  Europe,  that, 
even  in  Congrefs,  a  man  cnnnot  fpeak  the  plain  truth  uncenfured 
by  the  Speaker?  When  Mr.  Harper  called  the  King  of  Spain  the 
humble  vaffal  of  France,  he  called  him  no  more  than  he  is  called 
by  the  whole  world.  If  the  world  is  mi  {taken,  if  he  be  not  the 
vallal  of  the  French,  but  has  formed  an  alliance  with  them  for  his 
own  interelt,  he  isfomething  ten  thoufand  times  worfe  than  a  vafial; 
for  what  can  equal  the  baleneis  of  a  King,  who  can  voluntarily 
join  hands  with  thofe  who  have  iworn,  and  who  annually  fwear, 
a  hatred  to  royalty ;  who  have  vowed  destruction  to  all  kings,  and 
have  begun  the  career  with  the  murder  of  the  head  of  his  own 
family? — Whether,  therefore,  the  King  of  Spain  be  a  vallal  of 
the  inlolent  Republic,  or  their  willing  ally,  he  is  entitled  to  but 
little  relpect  from  any  body,  and  particularly  from  members  of 
Congrels,  who,  if  they  are  not  as  degraded  as  he,  mufl  at  this  time 
feel  indignation  at  his  conduct. 

But  we  will  fuppofe,  for  a  moment,  that  it  is  not  proper  for 
members  of  Congreis  to  caft  reflections  on  foreign  nations:  what 
will  the  mild,  and  gentle,  and  lovely  Mr.  Dayton  fay  to  his  own 
language  with  refpect  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ?  If  I  am  not 
miftaken,  he  called  King  George  a  monfter^  and  a  Jea-roller ! 
Did  the  decent  Mr.  Dayton  look  about  him  at  that  time  to  fee? 
if  the  Britifh  Mimfter  was  preient  ?  During  this  very  debate  no  lefs 
than  four  of  Mr.  Dayton's  party  (vulgarly  called  the  French 
faction)  have  launched  forth  into  the  birtereft  invectives  againfb 
Great  Britain,  on  her  poverty,  her  weak  and  degraded  ftate. 

Even  Mr.  Swanwick,  an  Englifh ,  attempted  a  witticifrn 

on  the  ftoppige  of  payment  at  her  Bank,  when,  moft  afluredly, 
he  would  have  done  well  to  look  to  a  like  Jtoppage  elfewbere. 
Thefe  gentlemen  all  feem  to  look  upon  Great  Britain  as  a  relation^ 
and  thereiore  entitled  to  lefs  ceremony  than  other  powers, 

if 
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If  the  quefllon  were,  into  what  balance  of  the 
powers  of  Europe  we  fhould  be  caft,  as  a  make 
weight,  fuch  obfervations  might  be  pertinent ;  but 
as  he  conceived  the  queftion  related  to  the  mainte 
nance  of  the  peace  of  this  country,  he  could  not 
fee  how  fuch  remarks  could  apply.  He  hoped  he 
fhould  not  be  accufed  of  a  want  of  fpirit,  if  he  did 
not  fpeak  of  war  as  a  paftime — of  conquering  coun 
tries,  as  if  it  were  only  to  overrun  them  to  make 
them  our  own ;  or  if  he  did  not  talk  of  buckling 
on  our  armour,  and  of  dying  in  the  laft  ditch.  To 
him  it  appeared  better  to  exprefs  ourielves  with  a 
becoming  fpirit  of  refentment,  without  uling  the 
rage  of  a  madman.  It  was  not  necefTary  to  crouch 
to  any  nation  ;  but  he  wiihed  to  act  as  if  he  wiflied 
for  peace,  and  not  to  ftand  in  the  poiition  of  gladia 
tor  s^  and  found  the  trumpet  of  defiance*, 

He  could  fay  that  he  felt  the  full  force  of  the  in 
dignity  offered  to  this  country  in  the  difmilTal  of 
our  M mirier.  He  did  not  hear  with  coolnefs,  "  You 
fhall  repeal  this  a6t,  you  {hall  annul  this  decree, 
before  we  will  have  any  communication  with  you." 
When  he  heard  this  language,  even  from  the  Re- 


*  Mr.  Dayton's  railing  againft  gladiators,  while  his  own  arm 
was  ftretched  out  and  his  lift  clenched,  was  diverting  enough.  He 
has  indifputabiy  the  moft  vulgarly  menacing  attitude  and  coun 
tenance  of  any  man  in  that  Houfe.  He  always  looks  as  if  he  were 
going  to  bite  at  fomething.  So  univerfal  has  this  remark  been, 
that  a  pamphleteer,  who  wrote  againft  me  fome  time  ago,  com 
pared  him  to  afnap-turtle. 

I  never  liked  Mr.  Dayton  Jince.  his  confif  cat  ing  motion,  and 
now  I  hate  him.  In  my  Laft  Will  and  Teftament  1  had  left  him 
the  very  legacy  that  is  left  to  Mr.  Muhlenberg:  a  friend  of 
mine  wiflied  me  to  alter  my  will,  which  I  did  ;  but  it  was  an  act 
that  contravened  the  dictates  of  my  confcience ;  for  1  believed 
then,  what  every  one  now  knows,  that  he  was  much  more  deferv- 
ing  of  the  legacy  than  his  predeceffor.  This  amendment  has  this 
merit ;  it  has  completely  unveiled  a  man,  whofe  principles  a  great 
many  good  people  were  in  doubt  about. 

public 
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public  of  France,  he  felt  as  an  American ;  but  he 
acknowledged  a  fpirit  of  conciliation  ;  and  a  fenfe  of 
gratitude  (not  yet  extinguifhed)  led  him  at  leali  to 
moderate,  if  not  to  extinguifh,  this  refentment. 
The  recollection  of  benefits  received,  would  lead 
him  to  fay  to  them :  "  Frenchmen,  you  were  our 
*c  firfl  and  beft  allies,  when  the  country  we  called 
t(  our  mother,  endeavoured  to  reduce  us  to  uncon- 
66  ditional  fubjecliion  ;  when  every  nation  fhrunk 
66  from  us,  you,  people  of  France  (or,  if  gentlemen 
fc  like  it  better,  your  Monarch),  fupported  us  : — you 
"  reached  out  a  helping  hand  for  our  protection. — . 
"  You  at  that  time  entered  into  a  treaty  with  us; 
"  if  it  now  operate  hardly  upon  you,  take  it  back; 
"  what  you  liberally  granted  to  us  in  1778,  is  re- 
"  ftored  to  you  in  1797:  as  it  is,  in  your  opinion 
"  at  leaft,  a  fource  of  difquietude,  you  fhall  be 
"  admitted  to  all  the  favours  of  the  Britifh  treaty 
"  of  1794;  neutral  {hips  fhall  not  make  neutral 
"  goods ;  the  lift  of  contraband  articles  and  the 
"  provifion  article  in  that  treaty,  fhall  be  yours, 
*c  and  inferted  in  your  new  code." 

Mr.  Harper  rofe  to  fay  a  few  words  in  anfwer  to 
the  infinuations  of  the  gentleman  laft  up  ;  particu 
larly  as  to  the  terms  gladiator  and  madman.  He 
faid,  that  it  was  nothing  new  to  hear  indecent  in- 
linuations  from  that  gentleman,  and  that  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  Committee  which  of  the  two,  that 
member  or  himfelf,  acled  moft  the  part  of  a  gladia 
tor,  either  on  that  floor  or  out  of  doors. 

Mr.  Dayton  repeated,  that  all  he  had  faid  was, 
that  he  fhould  not  take  the  pofture  of  a  gladiator  ; 
why  did  the  member  fuppofe  there  was  any  allufion 
to  him  ? 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  he  collected  this  from  the  gen 
tleman's  manner,  and  the  obfervations  which  pre 
ceded  and  followed  the  expreffion.  lie  ihould 
pot  remark  on  the  imputation  of  indecency  thrown 

upon 


156  GAZETTE-  SELECTIONS. 

upon  thofe  members  who  had  thought  it  proper  to 
make  allufions  to  the  iituation  of  foreign  nations. 
Neither  would  he  ever,  for  his  part,  fuffer  himfelf 
to  be  trammelled  by  the  appearance  of  any  foreign 
minifters  on  the  floor  ;  and  if  the  gentleman  thought 
their  prefence  ought  to  be  the  leait  reftraint  on  the 
freedom  of  fpeech  in  that  Houfe^  he  fitted  his  igno 
rance  and  his  weaknefs. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  doclrine  of  checks  held, 
as  it  refpecled  laws  which  were  patled  by  the  three 
branches  of  Government,  but  had  nothing  to  do 
with  bufinefs  that  belonged  only  to  one  or  two  of 
the  branches  ;  for  infhince,  that  Houfe  had  no  right 
to  check  the  Preiident  in  duties  which  the  confuta 
tion  had  rcpofed  in  him.  But  the  gentleman  from 
New-Jerfey  had  introduced  a  new  check  ;  a  check 
on  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  when  particular  characters 
were  prefent.  He  did  not  expect  to  have  heard  any 
fuch  obfervation,  particularly  from  the  quarter  from 
whence  it  came.  Mr.  Smith  faid,  members  were  not 
to  be  called  to  account  for  what  fell  from  them  on  that 
floor,  and  he  hoped  a  remark  of  the  kind  would  never 
again  be  made.  He  was  not  at  a  lots  to  know  the 
motive  for  all  the  anxiety  which  appeared  for  the 
paffing  of  this  amendment.  The  French  had  never 
aiked  for  what  was  propofed  to  be  granted  to  them  ; 
he  would  undertake  to  fay  they  had  refufed.  Mr. 
S.  fhowed  by  the  correfpondence  betwixt  Mr.  Ran 
dolph  and  Mr.  Adet,  that  there  had  been  a  perfect 
willingnefs,  on  the  part  of  our  Executive,  to  make 
alterations  in  the  exifting  treaty  with  that  nation, 
agreeably  to  their  wijkes,  and  that  it  was  not  owing  to 
any  thing  on  our  parts  that  it  was  not  done  *. 

All 


*  This  avowal  is  certainly  very  difgraceful  to  the  United  States; 
but  it  is,  neverthelefs,  true.  The  federal  Government  did  Hand 
ready  to  alter  the  treaty  with  France,  agreeable  to  the  Duffies  oftht 

latter  / 
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All  that  could  be  faid  for  the  prefent  amendment 
was,  that  it  was  lefs  had  than  the  one  negatived,  as 
there  was  not  a  lingle  word  in  this  which  altered 
the  fenfe  from  the  other.  He  repeated  the  pro 
priety  of  making  a  flipulation  for  the  payment  of 
our  twelve  millions  of  lofs  by  fpoliations,  which,  if 
the  French  were  not  able  to  pay  in  money,  they 
might  pay  in  fhips  of  war  and  frigates.  He  did 
not  wifh  France  to  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing 
with  other  countries,  becaufe  there  were  ftipulations 
in  fome  of  our  treaties,  which  he  fhould  not  wifli 
to  fee  in  a  French  treaty  ;  for  in  fiance,  in  our 
treaty  with  Sweden  there  was  an  article  which  had 
produced  great  inconvenience.  He  meant  the  em 
bargo  article.  There  was  an  article  alfo  in  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  which,  though  it  may  not  be  in 
jurious  as  it  relates  to  that  country,  he  fhould  be 
forty  to  fee  infertcd  in  a  French  treaty.  In  the  i6th 
article  of  that  treaty,  the  Spaniards  were  allowed  to 
take  great  liberties  with  our  veflels ;  when  their 
fhips  of  war,  in  want  of  proviiions,  meet  any  of  Our 
veflels,  they  are  allowed  to  take  out  of  them  fuch 
necefTaries  as  they  fland  in  need  of,  for  which  they 
give  a  receipt,  to  be  paid  by  their  government 
agents.  This  liberty  he  fhould  not  like  to  have 
given  to  French  veflels,  that  they  might  take  pro- 
vifions  from  ours,  in  exchange  for  a  bit  of  paper. 
There  was  alfo  an  article  in  our  treaty  with  Algiers, 
the  i  zth,  which  he  would  not  have  inferted  in  a 
French  treaty,  viz.  "  that  a  citizen  found  on  board 


latter!  and  this  is  brought  forward  as  fomething  in  j  unification 
of  the  conduct  of  that  Government !  Did  ever  a  Government 
before  make  a  merit  of  fuch  condefcenfion  ?  Can  fuch  a  Govern 
ment  be  faid  to  adminifter  the  affairs  of  an  independent 
nation  ? 

"  an 
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"  an  American  veffel,  having  no  paffport,  fliall  be' 
u  conlidered  as  lawful  prize  *." 

It  was  very  extraordinary  that  gentlemen  were 
continually  calling  the  Britiih  treaty  a  bad  one,  and 
flill  they  wiihed  the  French  to  be  put  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  the  Britifh.  He  would  rather 
give  them  an  equivalent  in  fome  other  way^  The 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  Gallatin,  had  wifhed 
the  Committee  to  rally  round  the  Jlandard  of  peace 
(by  which  he  meant  the  amendment  before  them). 
This  put  him  in  mind  of  the  tf  ory  of  a  recruiting 
fergeant,  who  was  beating  up  for  recruits,  when  the 
Prince  of  Wales  was  a  little  boy,  and  who  feeing 
fome  boys  playing  at  marbles,  in  order  to  feduce 
them,  faid  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  but 
flay  at  marbles  with  the  Prince.  He  doubted  not 
every  Member  in  that  Committee  wifhed  for  peace  ; 
but  he  trufted  they  had  too  much  difcernment  thus 
to  be  taken  in. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  one  of  the  obfervations  made 
by  the  gentleman  laft  up,  he  could  not  aflent  to  ; 
he  did  not  believe  they  were  all  delirous  of  peace ; 
for,  if  he  muft  exprefs  his  opinion,  he  did  not  be 
lieve  that  gentleman  wi/hed  for  peace.  Mr.  G.  drew 
this  concluiion  from  the  variety  of  contradictory 
objections  which  he  had  urged  again  ft  the  amend 
ment.  To  prove  that  our  Executive  wifhed  to  have 
remedied  the  grievances  complained  of  in  the 
Britifh  treaty,  he  had  read  letters  which  pafled  be 
tween  the  French  Minifter  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  July,  1795.  But  it  was  faid  this  amend- 

*  This  would,  indeed,  found  rather  odd  to  men  accuftomed 
to  be  called  fovereigns.  To  make  a  poor  fovereign  a  lawful  prize 
would  be  a  mocking  thing ;  but,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  the 
Algerine  treaty  fubjects  him  to  the  rilk. — What  a  farce  it  is 
then  to  talk  about  a  fovereign  people! — a  fovereign  people,  any 
one  of  whom  may  be  made  a  lawful  prize,  like  a  box  or  a  package! 
i  merit 
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tnent  was  big  with  danger,  as  it  would  give  to 
France  certain  provisions  granted  in  treaties  with 
other  powers  which  it  is  not  deiirable  fhe  fhould 
have.  An  article  in  the  Swedifh  treaty  was  men 
tioned,  hut  gentlemen  ihould  recollect  that  it  was 
an  article  of  reciprocity  ;  we  have  the  fame  right  in 
a  Swedilh  port  that  Swedes  have  in  ours ;  and  as  he 
had  heard  great  complaints  about  embargoes  on 
our  veflels  in  French  ports,  if  an  article  of  this 
fort  were  agreed  upon,  it  would  be  a  great  advan 
tage  to  us.  The  next  objectionable  article  was 
one  in  the  Spanifh  treaty,  allowing  fhips  of  war  in 
diftrefs,  to  take  out  proviiions  from  our  veflels,  on 
giving  a  receipt.  This,  Mr.  G.  faid,  was  allowed 
by  the  law  of  nations,  if  there  had  been  no  provi- 
lion  of  the  kind  in  the  treaty,  which  only  provided 
the  manner  of  paying  for  what  was  taken.  As  to 
the  treaty  with  Algiers,  he  could  fee  no  connexion 
between  that  and  the  treaties  in  quejlion ;  yet,  even  in 
that  treaty,  free  bottoms  were  allowed  to  make  free 
goods  *.  JBefides,  Mr.  G.  obferved,  this  addrefs  was 


*  Only  obferve  the  perverfenefs,  the  impudence,  the  bafenefr, 
of  this  man.  The  treaty  with  Algiers  makes  American  citizens,  the 
fovercign  citizens  of  America,  if  without  a  paflport,  lawful  prize. 
"  Very  true,'*  fays  he,  «*  but  in  this  treaty  free  bottoms  are  allowed 
to  make  free  goods  ;"  and  thus  it  appears  that  this  hagard-looking 
republican  patriot  is  more  anxious  that  the  American  flag  fliould 
protect  French  goods  from  fcizure  by  the  Englifh,  than  that  it 
fliould  protect  American  citizens  from  the  dungeons  and  the 
chains  of  Algiers ! 

The  perverfe  villains,  who  ftill  keep  harping  on  the  Britifti 
treaty,  know  that  it  is  a  gco'd  treaty  for  America,  and  a  much 
more  advantageous  one  than  they  had  any  reaibn  to  expect ;  but 
France  bids  them  clamour.  They  ftill  oerfift  in  faying  that  this 
treaty  "  allows  the  Bnrifli  to  feize  enemy's  goods  in  American 
bottoms,"  though  it  has  been  ten  thoufand  rimes  proved,  that 
there  is  no  allowing  in  the  cafe,  that  Great  Britain  had  the 
right,  and  exerciicd  it  too,  previous  to  the  treaty  ;  that  it  is  a 
ri^ht  eftabhfhed  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  uniformly  claimed  and 
exerciied  by  France  itfelf. — See  Cenfor  for  November,  1796. 

to 
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to  be  fent  to  oar  Executive,  who  knew  very  well 
what  was  meant  by  the  expreflion  ufed  in  the 
amendment.  He  charged  gentlemen  with  endea 
vouring  to  raife  the  prejudice  of  members  with  re- 
fpeci  to  the  treaty  in  queftion,  in  order  to  get  them 
to  rally  round  the  ftandard  of  oppolition  to  the 
amendment.  He  apologized  for  having  fo  ex- 
preffly  charged  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
with  not  wi fmng  for  peace,  but  did  not  mean  to 
retract  the  expreffion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  laid,  he  wifhed  to  relieve  the 
gentleman  from  the  unealinefs  he  feemed  to  feel 
from  having  made  fo  dired  a  charge  againft  him ; 
but  he  would  tell  him,  that  he  did  not  believe 
(though  he  hadfaidfo),  that  if  the  French  were  not 
iatisfied  with  the  terms  offered  in  this  amendment, 
he  would  be  willing  to  go  to  war.  And  now  he 
thought  the  account  fettled  between  them. 

The  queftion  on  Dayton's  amendment  was  put, 
and  carried,  52  againft  47. 

The  Committee  now  rofe,  and  the  Houfe  being 
refumed,  the  Speaker  proceeded  to  read  the  amend 
ments,  and  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon 
each.  There  were  feveral,  of  a  trifling  nature, 
which  parTed  without  a  diviilon  ;  but  thofe  of  the 
two  trimmers,  Colt  andDayton,  the  federalifts  were  re- 
folved  to  oppofe  inch  by  inch.  The  original  draught 
of  the  anfwer  contains  this  paffage :  u  Knowing, 
"  as  we  do,  the  confidence  repofed  by  the  people 
"  of  the  United  States  in  their  Government,  we 
cc  cannot  helitate  in  expreiling  our  indignation  at  the 
66  fentiments  difclofed  by  the  Prefident  of  the  Executive 
"  Directory  of  'France ,  in  hisfpeech  to  the  Minifter  of  the 
"  United  States.  Such  fentiments  ferve  to  difcover 
"  the  imperfect  knowledge  which  France  poiFefTes, 
"  of  the  real  opinions  of  our  constituents."  This  the 
oppoiition  members  thought  too  pointed,  and  there- 
4  fore 
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fore  they  had  propoied  and  carried  the  following 
amendment : 

"  Any  fentiments  tending  to  derogate  from  the 
"  confidence  ;  fuch  fentiments,  wherever  entertained^ 
"  ferve  to  evince  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
"  real  opinion  of  our  conftituents*."  This  cringing 
amendment  was  carried,  48  again  ft  46. 

Next  came  the  amendment  of  Dayton,  worded  as 
it  parTed  in  the  Committee.  A  motion  was  made  to 
leave  this  amendment  out  altogether.  This  brought 
on  a  debate,  the  moll  remarkable  part  of  which  was 
a  fpeech  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  who,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
depredations  of  the  French,  feemed  offended,  that, 
<c  becaufe  one  velfel  or  two  were  taken  by  French 
*c  privateers,  we  fhould  be  greatly  furprifed^l" 
This  motion  was  loft,  and  the  queftion  being  taken 
on  Dayton's  amendment,  it  was  carried,  50  to  49  f . 

The 


*  Thus,  "  the  fentiments  difclofed  by  the  Prejtdcnt  of  the  French 
"  DirttforyS*  and  officially  announced  to  the  Houfe  as  fuch,  are 
changed  into  "  any  fenti/nents,  wherever  expreQed"  left  the 
defpots  of  Paris  fliould  look  upon  the  paflage  as  too  pointed  ! — 
Such  is  the  "glorious  independence"  of  America  ! 

f  Remember,  reader,  that,  after  the  hundreds  ofvejjeh  that  have 
been  taken  and  condemned  by  the  French  ;  after  fame  hundreds  of 
American  feamen  have  been  exchanged  with  the  Englifh  zsprifoners 
of  war ;  after  about  a  thoufand  of  them  have  been  confined  in 
French  jails,  where  many  of  them  yet  are]  after  they  have  been  hacked,  x 
whipped,  kicked,  and  let  to  hard  labour,  under  the  la(h  of  even 
black  fellows — remember,  I  lay,  that,  after  all  this,  Smith  of  Bal 
timore  has  the  patriotifm  to  Hand  up  in  Congrefs,  and  add  his  in- 
fult  to  thole  of  the  defpots  of  Paris,  by  talking  about  one  or  two- 
veflels  taken  by  French  privateers ! — N.  B.  It  will  be  clearly 
proved,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  that  the  vefTels  of  Smith  of  Bal~ 
timoref'di'ed  under  the  protection  of  the  French  Government,  while  he 
was  thus  extenuating  the  depredations  committed  on  the  veiTels  of 
tys  coriltituents. 

J  The  Teas  and  Nays  were  as  follows: — YEAS — Meflrs.  Bald 
win,  Bard,  Blount,  Brent,  Bryan,  Cabell,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clop- 
ton,  Dana,  Davis,  Davvfon,  Dent,  Elmendorff,  Findley,  Fowler, 
N.  Freeman,  G*ttatin,  Giles,  Giliefpic,  Gre^  Hanna,  Harrifon, 

YOI,,  vi.  M  Havens, 
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The  Daytonian  amendment  having  got  the  day,, 
and  the  oppolition  having  thereby  clearly  expreffcd 
a  fenfe  of  their  right  and  duty  to  dictate  to  '.he  Pre- 
fident  on  the  facrifices  to  be  made  to  Fra';>~e...  Mr, 
Kiitcro  Teemed  to  think  it  no  more  than  r 
that  in  an  anfwer  which  contained  fuch  an  anxious 
folicitude  for  fhe  interefis  of  France,  the  interefts 
of  the  people  of  America  fhould  not  he  entirely 
forgotten,  and  therefore  he  propofed  another 
amendment. 

To  get  rid  of  a  crooked,  infidious  queflion  of  the 
Jewifh  fcribes  and  elders,  our  Saviour  thought 
proper  toalk  them  another -quellion  : — u  The  bap- 
tifm  of  John,  is  it  from  heaven  or  of  men  ?"  They 
were  afhamed  to 'fay,  From  heaven,  left  he  fhould 
reply.  Why  did  you  not  then  receive  him  ?  and  they 
were  afraid  to  anfwer,  From  men,  left  the  people 
fhould  ftone  them,  for  all  men  efteemed  John  as  a 
divine  perfon .  Our  outrageous  patriots  feem  to  have 
got  into  much  fuch  a  dilemma  :  they  are  afraid 
to  complain  of  the  injuries  we  have  fu tiered  from 
France,  although  they  are  fo  enormous  as  well  as 
notorious,  for  fear  of  offending  the  voracious  mon- 
frer,  as  they  pretend,  but  really  becaufe  it  would 
imply  an  approval  of  the  conduct;  of  their  own 
Government,  which  they  have  always  oppofed  ;  and 

Havens,  Holmes,  Jones,  Livingfton,  Locke,  Lyon,  Macon,  M'Cle- 
nachan,  M'Dowell,  Milledge,  New,  Nicholas,  Parker,  Schnreman, 
Skinner,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith  (P.  Diftrift),  R.  Sprigg,  Sandford, 
Sumpter,  Swanwick,  A.  Trigg,  J.  Trigg,  Van  Cortlandt,  Var- 
rium,  Venable,  R.  Williams. — 50. 

NAYS — MeiTrs.  Allen,  Baer,  Bayard,  Bradhuiy,  Brookes,  Chap 
man, Chaplin,  Cochrnn,  Craik,  Davenport,  Dennis,  F,ge,  Evans,  A. 
Foiled,  D.  Fofrer,  J.  Freeman,  Glenn,  Goodrich,  Gordon,  Grif- 
wold,  Grove,  Harper,  Hartley,  Hindman,  Homier,  Imley,  Kitte- 
ra,  S.  Lyman,  Machir,  Matthews,  Morgan,  Oti?,  Sheperd,  Sin- 
nirkfon,  Sitgreaves,  ;Jer.  Smith,  N.  Smith,  W.  Smith  (Cli.)> 
Thatcher,  Thomas,  Van  AllenvWadfvvorth,  |.  Williams. — 49. 

N.  B.    Davton  ^the  Speaker)  would,  of^courie,   have    beer* 
.  .    h    \  LAS. 

3  they 
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they  are  afraid  to  be  altogether  filent  on  a  fubject 
fo  interesting  to  their  conftituents,  for  (ear  they 
xhouid  lofe  their  popularity,  and,  in  cafe  of  a  war 
with  France,  juftly  become  the  victims  of  popular 
vengeance. 

The  worthy  member  from  Pennfylvania,  who 
threw  out  his  "  Bone  to  gnaw'9  to  the  democrats, 
has  the  thanks  of  all  his  fellow-citizens,  whole 
efieem  is  worth  having.  If  poor  Peantylvania  be 
difgraced  by  a  Gallatin,  a  Swanwick,  and  a  M'Cle- 
nachan,  fhe  has  a  Kittera  to  balance  them. 

Mr.  Kilter  a  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  ex- 
preffion  of  "  mutual  fpirit  of  conciliation/'  was 
improper,  as  the  pailage  of  the  addrefs  now  flood, 
without  any  thing  being  flipulated  to  be  done  on 
the  part  of  France.  He  therefore  propoled  to  add 
the  following  words,  viz.  fc  to  compenfate  for  any  in- 
"  jury  done  to  our  neutral  rights"  •  He  was  againit 
giving  advice  to  the  Prelident  as  much  as  any  one  ; 
but,  if  they  were  to  give  it,  he  would  make  it  as 
confident  as  poffible  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
attention  was  paid  to  the  interests  of  France,  he 
was  not  willing  to  forget  our  own  citizens.  After 
fome  few  words  from  Mr.  Giles  and  Moniietir 
Gallatin,  againft  the  motion,  and  from  Mr.  Bayard 
in  favour  of  it, 

Mr.  Nicholas  rofe,  and  with  'the  "  warmcft  fenji- 
((  bility'1  beaming  from  his  eye5*,  wifhed  gentle- 
men  to  confider,  what  a  ferious  barrier  they  were 
putting  in  the  way  of  the  peace  of  the  country  ;  a 
clog,  which,  if  periifted  in,  muft  lead  to  war.  It 
was  poffible,  he  faid,  they  (meaning  his  own  party) 
might  have  carried  their  zeal  too  far,  but  what  was 
it  to  effect  ?  the  peace  of  the  country  ;  whilii  the 
zeal  of  their  opponents  led  to  war.  He  felt  this 

*  He  has  but  one,  and  that  one  is  a  mod  villanous  gray  eye;  it 
is  precifely  like  the  eye  of  a  tabby  cat. 

M  a  queflion 
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queflion  of  fo  important  a  nature,  and,  in  his  opi 
nion,  fo  Improper  to  be  decided,  that  he  fhould  move 
the  previous  queftlon  upon  it. 

Mr.  Sit  greaves  faw  the  difficulty  in  which  gen 
tlemen  were  placed,  which  was,  either  to  abandon 
the  claims  of  their  fellow -citizens,  or  their  own  views, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  in  faying  that  an  endeavour 
to  get  rid  of  the  queilion  was  an  endeavour  to 
abandon  thofe  claims. 

The  previous  queftion  was  put  and  loit,  but  it 
was  loft  by  four  votes  only  ;  and  the  refult  of  the 
divifion  clearly  proved,  that  there  were  forty- eight 
members,  out  of  the  hundred  who  were  prefenr, 
ready  to  abandon  every  claim  which  their  con  ft  i- 
tuents  had  on  France. 

The  French  faction  having  been  out-generaled  by 
Mr.  Kittcra,  were  determined  to  make  fuch  an  attack 
on  another  part  of  the  aufwer,  as  ihould  more  than 
counterbalance  their  defeat.  When  the  queflion 
was  about  to  be  put  on  the  whole  anfwer,  as 
amended,  Edward  Livingfton  faid,  "  that  having 
"  had  occafion  to  expreis  his  doubts  about  the  pro- 
"  priety  of  the  conduft  of  the  Executive  towards 
st  foreign  nations,  and  not  lelievwg  it  had  been 
"  jujl  and  impartial,  not  from  the  fear  of  offending 
"  any  foreign  nation  (as  had  been  infinuated), 
"  he  was  not  willing  to  vote  for  an  addrefs  con- 
(f  taining  words  fo  exceptionable."  He  was  fol 
lowed  by  Gallat'm,  who  moved  "  to  flrike  out 
"  the  pailage  which  approves  of  the  principles  that 
"  the  Government  has  atfed  on,  and  which  declares 
"  the  readmefs  of  the  Houfe  to  give  them  their  moft 
"  cordial  fupport.1' — Mr.  Otis  thought  there  was 
fomething  more  artful  and  infidious  in  this  attempt 
than  in  any  which  had  been  made  in  the  whole 
bulinefs,  as  it  went  to  caft  a  cenfure,  not  only  on 
the  Executive,  but  on  all  the  departments  of  Go- 
2  vernment. 
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vernment.  Mr.  Allen  faid  he  was  fure  fuch  a 
motion  could  never  pafs,  while  there  was  a  drop  of 
American  blood  in  the  Houfe,  and  an  American 
accent  *  to  fay  NO. 

When,  however,  the  quefHon  was  put  on  this  in- 
folent,  this  degrading,  this  infamous  motion,  Mr. 
Allen  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  there 
were  forty-four  Americans  bafe  enough  to  fay  yea  to 
it.  There  was,  neverthelefs,  a  majority  again  ft 
it ;  it  was,  of  courfe,  rejected,  and  the  anfwer,  in  the 
following  words,  was  then  put  and  carried  : 

SIR, 

The  interesting  detail  of  thofe  events  which  have 
rendered  the  convention  of  Congrefs  at  this  time 
indifpenfable  (communicated  in  your  fpeech  to  botk 
Houfes),  has  excited  in  us  the  ftrongeft  emotions. 
Whilft  we  regret  the  occafion,  we  cannot  omit  to 
teftify  our  approbation  of  the  meafure,  and  to 
pledge  ourfelves  that  no  coniiderations  of  private 
inconvenience  lhall  prevent,  on  our  part,  a  faith 
ful  difcharge  of  the  duties  to  which  we  are  called. 

We  have  conitantly  hoped,  that  the  nations  of 
Europe,  whillt  defolated  by  foreign  wars,  or  con- 
vulfed  by  inteftine  divisions,  would  have  left  the 
United  States  to  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
to  which  the  impartial  conduct  of  our  Govern 
ment  has  entitled  us  ;  and  it  is  now,  with,  extreme 
regret,  we  find  the  meafures  of  the  French  Republic 
tending  to  endanger  a  fituation  fo  defirable  and  in- 
terefting  to  our  country. 

Upon  this  occafion  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  exprefs, 
in  the  moft  explicit  manner,  the  fenfations  which 
the  prelent  criiis  has  excited,  and  to  afTure  you  of 
our  zealous  co-operation  in  thofe  meafures  which 
may  appear  neceilary  for  our  fecurity  or  peace. 

*  AUuding  to  the  barbarous,  outlandifh  gabble  of  Gallatin. 

M  3  Although 
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Although  it  is  the  earneft  wifli  of  our  hearts,  that 
peace  may  be  maintained  with  the  French  Republic, 
and  with  all  the  world  ;  yet  we  never  will  furrcnder 
thofe  rights  which  belong  to  us  as  a  nation  ;  and 
whilft  we  view  with  fatisfaction  the  wifdom,  dig 
nity,  and  moderation  which  have  marked  the 
meafures  of  the  fupreme  Executive  of  our  country, 
in  its  attempts  to  remove,  by  candid  explanations, 
the  complaints  and  jealoufies  of  France,  we  feel 
the  full  force  of  that  indignity  which  has  been  of 
fered  our  country,  in  the  rejection  of  its  Minifter. 

No  attempts  to  wound  our  rights  as  a  fovereign 
irate,  will  efcape  the  notice  of  our  conltituents  ; 
they  will  he  felt  with  indignation,  and  repelled 
with  that  decifion  which  fhall  convince  the  world 
that  we  are  not  a  degraded  people ;  that  we  can 
never  fubmit  to  the  demands  of  a  foreign  power 
without  examination  and  without  dilcuffion. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  the  confidence  repofed  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  their  government, 
we  cannot  hefitate  in  expreffing  our  indignation  at 
any  fentimerit  tending  to  derogate  from  that  confi 
dence.  Such  fentiments,  wherever  entertained, 
ferve  to  evince  an  iinperfedl  knowledge  of  the  opi 
nions  of  our  .conflituents.  An  attempt  to  feparate 
the  people  of  the  United  States  from  their  govern 
ment,  is  an  attempt  to  feparate  them  from  them- 
felves  *  j  and  although  foreigners,  who  know  not 
the  genius  of  our  country,  may  have  conceived  the 


•*  This  unmeaning,  this  abfurd,  this  paradoxical  phrafe,  did 
pot  flide  into  the  anfwer  unnoticed.  Mr.  Evans  moved  to  ftrike 
it  out,  but  there  was  a  decided  majority  for  retaining  it.  Both 
parties,  generally  fpeaking,  approved  of  if,  but  from  precifely  dif 
ferent  motives ;  the  federalifts,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  fay,  that 
the  people  were  unanimous  in  fupport  of  the  nieafures  of  the  Admi- 
iteration  ;  and  the  democrats,  becaufe  it  exprefled  their  favourite 
rnTixim,  that  the  people  are  tbemf elves  the  fovereign  and  the  govern" 
,— What  wretched  nonfenfe  ! 

project, 
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project,  and  foreign  emiflaries  may  attempt  the  exe 
cution,  yet  the  united  efforts  of  our  fellow -citizens 
will  convince  the  world  of  its  impracticability. 

Senfiblv  as  \ve  feel  the  wound  which  has  been  in- 
fiicled  by  the  tranfacticns  diicicied  in  your  com 
munications,  yet  we  think  with  you,  that  neither 
the  honour  nor  the  intercft  of  the  United  States 
forbid  the  repetition  of  advances  for  preferving 
peace. 

We  therefore   receive,  with  the  ntmoft  fatisfac- 
jti-on,  your  information  that  a  frefh  attempt  at  nego 
tiation  will  be  inftituted ;  and  we  cheriih  the  hope 
that  a  mutual  fpirit  of  conciliation,   and  a  difpoli- 
tion  on  the  part  of  France  to  compenfate  for  any 
injuries  which  may  have  been  committed  upon  our 
neutral  rights,  and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
.to  place  France  on  grounds    iimilar  to  thofe  of 
ether  countries,    in    their   relation  and   connexion 
with  us,  if  any  inequality  fhall   be  found  to  exift, 
will  produce   an   accommodation,  compatible  with 
the  engagements,  rights,  duties,  and  honour  of  the 
United  States.     Fully,  however,  impreifed  with  the 
uncertainty    of   the    reiult,    we    {hail    prepare    to 
meet  with  fortitude  any  unfavourable  events  which 
may    occur,  and  to  extricate  ourlelves  from  their 
confequences  with  all  the   Ikill   we   poffefs  and  all 
the   efforts   in   our  power.      Believing,    with   you, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Government  has   been  juft 
»and  impartial  to  foreign  nations,  that  the  laws  for 
the  prefervation  of  peace  have   been   proper,   and 
that  they  have  been    fairly  executed  ;    the   repre- 
ientatives  of  the  people  do  not   hefitate  to  declare, 
that  they  will  give  their  moft  cordial  fupport  to  the 
execution  of  principles  fo  deliberately  and  uprightly 
eftablilhed. 

The  many  interefting  fubjects  which  you  have 
recommended  to  our  confi deration,  and  which  are 
fo  flrongly  enforced  by  this  momentous  occafion, 

jtf  4  will 
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will  receive  every  attention  which  their  importance 
demands  ;  and  we  truft  that,  by  the  decided  and 
explicit  conduct  which  will  govern  our  delibera 
tions,  every  iniinuation  will  be  repelled,  which  is 
derogatory  to  the  honour  and  independence  of  our 
country. 

Permit  us,  in  offering  this  addrefs,  to  exprefs  our 
fatisfaction  at  your  promotion  to  the  firft  office  in 
the  government,  and  our  entire  confidence  that  the 
pre-eminent  talents  and  patriotism  which  have 
placed  you  in  this  diftinguilhed  fituation,  will 
enable  you  to  difcharge  its  various  duties  with 
fatisfaclion  to  yourfelf  and  advantage  to  our  com 
mon  country. 


Lyon  legs  to  be  ex cii fed  from  waiting  on  the  Pre- 
Jident. — On  the  3d  of  June,  jufl  as  the  Houfe  were 
preparing  to  carry  up  their  anfwer  to  the  Prefident, 
Lyon,  the  brutal  Reprefentative  from  Vermont,  rofe, 
and  wifhed,  he  faid,  to  make  a  motion,  which  was, 
"  that  fuch  members  as  do  not  choofe  to  attend 
upon  the  Preiident,  to  prefent  the  anfwer  to  his 
ipeech,  fhall  be  excufed."  He  wifhed  to  be  un* 
derftood.  He  thought  the  motion  a  reafonable 
one,  becaufe  it  propofcd  to  leave  them  at  liberty  to 
do  as  they  pleafed.  And  by  the  rules  he  faw  he 
was  obliged  to  attend,  except  fick,  or  leave  of  ab- 
fence  was  obtained  ;  now,  as  he  hoped  not  to  ba 
iick,  he  wifhed  to  put  himfelf  out  of  the  power  of 
the  ferjeant  at  arms,  if  he  did  not  attend.  He  had 
been  told  he  might  flay  behind  without  being  no 
ticed  ;  but  this  was  not  enough  for  him,  as  he  was  a 
timid  man,  and  the  Houfe  had  the  law  on  their 
lide,  as  he  recollected  fomething  of  a  reprimand 
which  had  been  given  to  Mr.Whitney.  (The  Speaker 
reminded  him  it  was  out  of  order  to  cenfure  the 
proceedings  of  the  Houfe  on  any  former  occafion.) 

He 


JULY,  1797.  169 

He  faid  he  flood  corrected,  and  proceeded.  He  had 
fpoken,  he  faid,  to  both  fides  of  the  Iloufe  (as 
they  were  called)  on  the  fubject.  One  iide  dif- 
fuaded  him  from  his  motion,  and  laughed  at  it  ; 
the  other  fide  did  not  wifh  to  join  him  in  it,  becaufe 
it  would  look  like  difrefpect  to  the  perlbn  lately 
elected,  who  was  not  a  man  of  their  choice  ;  but  he 
trufted  our  magnanimous  Prelident  would,  with 
the  enlightened  yeomanry  of  America,  dcfpife  fuch 
a  boyifh  piece  of  bufinefs.  This,  he  faid,  was  no 
new  fubject  with  him  ;  he  had  long  heard  the  folly 
of  the  wife  made  a  matter  of  wonder  in  this  refpcct. 
It  was  faid,  this  was  not  the  time  to  abolifh.  the 
cufiom  :  but  this  was  the  cant  ufed  againit  every 
kind  of  reform.  No  better  time  could  ever  arrive, 
he  faid,  than  this,  which  was  the  threshold  of  a  new 
presidency,  at  a  time  when  the  man  elected  to 
the  office  was  beloved  and  revered  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  ;  he  was  as  yet  unufed  to  vain  adulation; 
he  had  fpent  a  great  part  of  his  life  amongfl  a 
people,  whofe  love  of  plainnefs  of  manners  forbids 
all  pageantry;  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  the  cufrom 
done  away.  Were  he  acting  in  his  own  perfonal 
character,  he  perhaps  might  conform  to  the  idle 
ufage,  but  acting  as  he  was  for  eighty  thoufand 
people,  every  father  of  a  family  in  his  diftrict  would 
condemn  him  for  fuch  an  act.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  yeflerday  hoped  there  would  be 
American  blood  enough  to  carry  the  queftiou. 
(The  Speaker  again  reminded  him,  that  he  was  out 
of  order  to  allude  to  what  was  done  yefierday,  and 
faid  the  proper  motion  would  be  to  refcind  the  rule.) 
He  did  not  wifh  to  refcind  the  rule,  he  faid,  only 
fo  much  of  it  as  obliged  the  Iloufe  to  attend. 
This,  he  faid,  was  no  trilling  thing  with  him  ;  he 
fhould  have  as  great  objection  to  attend  this 
bufinefs,  as  a  Quaker  would  to  make  his  obcifance 

to 
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to  a  magistrate.     (The  Speaker  laid  he  muft  mover 
to  refcind  the  rule,  or  that  he  himielf  be  excufed  : 
no  other  motion  was  in  order.)     Then,  he  laid,  he 
mull  confine  himielf  to  the  narrow  ground  of  him- 
felf.     He  had   no   objection  to  gentlemen  of  high 
Hood  carrying  this   addrefs.     He   had    no    preten- 
lions  io  high  Hood,  though  he  thought  he  had  as 
good  blood  as   any  of  them,  as    he   was   born    of 
a   fine,   hale,  healthy  woman.     Before  yefterday  he 
never  'heard  of  gentlemen  boaiting  of  their  Mood 
in  that  Houfe.      He  could   not  fay,  it  was   trac, 
that  he  was  defcended  from  the  baftards  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  or  his   courtiers,  or  from  the   Puriian^j 
\vho  punilhed   their  amorous  horfes  for   breaking 
the    fabbath,    or  from    thofe   who  perfecuted;  th$ 
Quakers,    or    hanged   the    witches  *.     He   could, 
however,  fay,  that  this  was  his  country,  becaufe  he 
had  no  other  ;  and  he  owned  a  fnare  of  it,  which 
he  had  bought  by  means  of  honelt  indultry.     He 
had  fought  for  his  country :    in  every  day  of  trou 
ble  he  had  repaired  to  her  Standard,  and  had  con 
quered  under  it.      Conquefr    had  led  his  country 
to  independence,  and,  being  independent,  he  called 
no  man's  blood  fn  queft  ion. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  attempt  any 
violence  on  the  gentleman's  feelings ;  he,  for  one, 
fhould  be  very  happy  to  excufe  Mr.  Lyon  from  walk 
ing  with  him,  and  he  dared  to  fay  that  the  Prefident 
would  not  regret  his  abfenee. 

Mr.  Otis  faid.  as  the  Lyon  appeared  to  be  in  a 
favage  mood,  he  would  recommend  him  to  be  locked 
uj>  while  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  Prelident.  (He 
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was  loudly  called  to  order  from  feveral  parts  of  the 
Houfe*.) 

The  motion  to  excufe  him  from  waiting  on  the 
Preiident  was  put,  and  carried  unanimoujly . 

Envoys. — Monday,  June  5.  The  Senate  this 
day  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  C.  C. 
Pinckney,  20  to  24;  and  of  Mcffrs.  Dana  and  Mar- 
ihall,  22  to  6, 

Arms  and  Ammunition. — Tuefday,  June  6.  The 
Reprefentatives  this  day  took  up  a  bill,  fent  from  the 
Senate,  *fc  for  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
"  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  for  eu- 
"  couiaging  the  importation  thereof.'* 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  wifhed  to  make  a  mo 
tion  which  he  fuppofed  might,  in  fome  degree, 
efFecl  the  end  contemplated  by  feveral  other  gentle 
men.  It  was  to  flrike  out  "  bombs"  and  "  cannon- 
balls."  He  did  not  think  there  need  be  any  fear  of 
the  United  States  falling  fhort  of  thefe,  as  the  fmgle 
State  of  New-Jerfey,  or  a  iingle  county  of  that  State, 
could  call  fufficient  to  fupply  the  whole  world. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  obferved,  that  in  a  former  law  of  this 
kind,  bombs  and  cannon-balls  were  not  included. 
It  was  aiked,  who  exported  thefe  articles,  and  for 
what  purpofe  they  were  ufed.  To  fay  who  exported 
them  would  not  be  right,  as  they  were  contraband, 
and  he  could  not  tell  who  ufed  them,  nor  was  it  an 
object  of  their  inquiry,  Piccaroorrs  had  no  occaiion 
for  them,  lince  they  went  alongfide  velTels,  and 
boarded  them.  The  fame  argument  which  was  ufed 


*  The  comparing  of  Mr.  Lyon.  to  the  noble  animal  of  the  fame 
name  was  rather  out  of  order,  it  muft  be  confeffed.  Had  the  gen- 
tleman  called  him  the  afs  in  the  lion's  Jkin^  I  dare  &y  the  Houie 
would  have  heard  him  with  great  fatisfa^ion. 
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againft  exporting  thefe  articles,,  might  be  ufed  againft 
the  exportation  of  proviiions. 

Mr.  JV.  Smith  faid  the  bill  was  predicated  upon, 
being  an  injury  to  manufactures ;  nor  did  he  know 
why  they  mould  make  an  exception  in  favour  of  one 
more  than  another,  which  would  give  juft  caufe  of 
complaint.  The  operation  of  the  bill,  fince  the 
amendment  had  been  carried,  would  be  of  ihort  du 
ration.  The  ol>ie&  of  it  was  twofold,  viz.  to  pre- 
ferve  thefe  articles  in  the  country  to  be  ready  in  cafe 
of  an  emergency,  and  to  keep  them  from  foreign 
powers,  who  might  turn  them  againft  us.  Though 
we  had  no  occafion  at  prefent  for  cannon-balls,  we 
could  not  help  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
they  would  be  wanted  ;  and  though  no  bombs  were 
at  prefent  ufed  againfl  us,  yet  the  time  might  probably 
arrive,  when  they  might  be  fo  ufed,  and  it  was  politic 
to  guard  againft  the  poffibility  of  it. 

Mr,  Nicholas  faid,  this  fubject  had  taken  a  much 
more  ferious  fhape  than  it  aftumed  when  it  was  at 
firft  introduced.  It  teemed  as  if  it  were  not  fo  much 
the  intention  of  this  law  to  regulate  our  own  wants, 
as  to  prevent  the  fupply  of  foreign  powers  with, war 
like  articles :  this,  he  faid,  might  be  attended  with 
•very  ferious  confequences,  fince  it  would  certainly  ope 
rate  principally  againft  one  of  the  belligerent  powers  ; 
and  except  we  are  prepared  and  determined  upon 
war,  we  fhould  be  careful  in  provoking  it.  It  was 
conceded  that  there  was  no  probability  of  our  want 
ing  bombs  or  cannon-balls  :  the  operation  of  the  law- 
was  of  courfe  intended  againft  one  of  the  belligerent 
•powers  ;  for  though  both  had  an  equal  right  at  pre 
fent  to  come  here  and  purchafe  thefe  articles,  every 
one  would  fee  that  France  would  be  principally  affefled 
by  the  regulation.  It  would  be  little  fhort  of  hoiiility 
therefore  to  fay  thefe  articles  fhould  not  be  exported. 
Indeed^  he  feared  there  was  more  in  this  bufinefs 

than 
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than  the  Committee  underftood ;  that  they  were 
taking  a  ground  which  could  not  be  maintained, 
and  which,  pending  a  negotiation,  ought  not  to  be 
taken  *. 

Mr.  llarfer  thought  the  objeclion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  deferved  feme  consideration.  No  mea- 
fure-of  defence  had  been,  or  ieemingly  could  be, 
mentioned,  but  it  was  laid  it  might  give  offence  to 
France.  He  aiked  how  long  we  were  to  be  deterred 
from  taking  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  fcem  to  be  ne.^ 
ccflary,  for  fear  of  offending  France  ?  If  we  were 
not  to  take  general  meafures  for  the  protection  of  our 
citizens  becaufe  there  might  be  a  poflibility  France 
would  not  approve  them,  where  was  the  humiliation 
to  tfop  ?  He  fuppofed  we  ihould  next  be  told  that 
we  mult  not  fortify  our  ports,  or  arm  our  veiiels,  left 
it  fhould  be  offeniive  to  France.  He  trulted  that  the 
Houle  would  no  longer  holdfo  difgraceful  a  language, 
but  that  they  would  confult  what  would  be  for  our 
own  good,  without  reference  to  any  foreign  nation. 
Our  Government,  he  obferved,  had  not  laid  it  would 
never  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammu 
nition.  The  Englifh  had  been  permitted  to  purchaie 
thefe  articles,  of  which  the  French  complained,  and 
equal  liberty  was  given  to  both  nations  ;  but  this 
was  no  reafon  why  both  nations  might  not  be  prohi 
bited  from  doing  fo,  if  it  fhould  be  found  expedient. 
And  though  he  did  not  believe  that  all  the  advantages 
which  were  expected,  would  be  derived  from  this 
law,  yet  he  fhould  be  in  favour  of  it ;  not  because 
it  would  not  offend  a  foreign  nation,  but  becauie  it 
would  be  ferviceable  to  ourtelves  ;  for  he  faid,  if  they 
were  to  go  on,  in  confulting  the  feelings  of  the 

*  If  this  wretch  had  been  a  Deputy  from  France,  inftead  of  a 
Representative  of  Virginia,  could  he  poflibly  have  held  other  br> 
guage  than  this  ?  Never  was  fuch  a  fhameleis  proflitution  of  cha 
racter  !  But  you  would  no  longer  be  furprifed  at  it,  if  you  could 
once  fee  the  man* 

French 
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French  nation  on  what  they  did,  if  they  favv  us  thus 
pro (t rate  and  feeble,  they  would  foon  take  advantage 
of  our  timidity  and  folly  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
fhovv  foreign  nations  that  we  are  determined  to  re 
gulate  our  own  affairs,  in  our  own  way,  in  the  way 
of  juitice  ;  for  if  we  went  on  in  the  prefent  humili 
ating  way,  he  fhould  not  be  furprifed  at  receiving  a 
note  from  the  French  Minifter,  faying  that  fuch  and 
fuch  a  law  mull,  be  repealed,  as  they  were  offenfive 
to  the  French  Directory. 

Mr.  Dayto?iy  thinking  himfelf  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  juft  fat  down,  proceeded  to  afk  if  he 
meant  to  iniinuate  that  he  was  a6tuated  by  other 
motives  than  the  good  of  his  country  ?  when  Mr. 
Harper  interrupted  him  by  faying  exprefsly,  he  had 
never  intimated  any  fuch  thing,  his  remarks  being 
confined  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  would  tell  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  when  he  would  ccafe  to  hear  this 
clamour  about  offending  foreign  nations  :  it  would 
be  when  he  found  a  greater  diipofition  in  all  the  de 
partments  of  Government  for  preferving  the  peace  of 
this  country  :  when  he  was  convinced  they  had  as 
great  a  deiire  to  preierve  this  blerling  as  he  had.  He 
did  not  believe  this  was  the  cafe  at  prefent ;  and  it 
was  from  this  difrrufl  that  he  fufpecled  every  mea- 
fure  which  was  brought  before  them.  Was  he  not 
juflified,  he  aiked,  in  faying  that  a  meafure  of  this 
kind  was  calculated  to  remove  peace  from  us,  as  it 
was  a  meafure  which  would  operate  wholly  (as  he 
before  ftated)  again  (t  the  French  ?  He  faid  he  dif- 
dained  to  anfwer  what  the  gentleman  had  faid  about 
fear  ;  it  could  not  be  found  in  him  ;  arid  he  thought 
that  gentleman  was  pofTefTed  of  no  fmall  degree  of 
afiurance,  to  fancy  that  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  lefs  attached 
to  the  intcreils  of  this  country  than  he  himfelf  was. 
He  felt  as  fenfibly  for  this  country  as  any  man  ;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  help  exprciling  his-apprehen- 
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fions  of  war,  from  every  Itep  which  the  gentleman 
feemed  inclined  to  take. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  there  was  policy  in  preventing 
the  exportation  of  implements  of  war  which  might 
be  turned  againft  us.  He  did  not  accufe  the  gentle 
man  from  Virginia  of  perfonal  fear;  he  believed 
he  was  incapable  of  it ;  but  he  doubted  whether  his 
zeal  for  ferving  his  own  country  would  be  fo  great 
as  he  profeffed,  when  the  interefl  of  another  country 
happened  to  clafh  with  that  of  his  own. 

After  a  very  long,  but  confufed  and  unintercfting 
debate,  the  bill  paffed,  without  any  diviiion  as  to 
its  main  object. 

Arming  Merchantmen. — Wednefday,  June  7.  The 
Reprefentatives  took  up  a  refolution  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  following  words  :  "  Refolved, 
*'  that  provilion  be  made  by  law,  for  regulating  the 
"  arming  of  the  merchant-veffels  of  the  United 
ff  States/' 

Mr.  Williams  fa  id  it  was  well  known  that  a  num 
ber  of  our  merchantmen  were  arming  in  different 
ports  of  the  Union,  and  it  was,  therefore,  neceffary 
to  regulate  this  buiinefs,  to  prevent  mifchief  being 
done.  Gentlemen  might  differ  in  opinion  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  martial  law,  or  law  of  nations,  on  this 
fubject ;  but  all  would  wifh,  iince  veffels  were  arm 
ing,  that  they  fhould  be  put  under  fome  reftrainf. 
When  he  voted  for  manning  the  frigates,  he  dicl  it 
with  a  view  of  having  them  employed  in  the  defence 
of  our  coafts,  and  not  as  a  convoy.  Our  fituation, 
he  faid,  was  truly  critical,  and  he  was  undetermined 
how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  arm  the  mercharit- 
veffelsof  the  United  States  ;  but,  to  prevent  mifchief, 
he  wifbed  the  refolution  might  be  agreed  to,  referv- 
ing  to  himfelf  the  right  of  voting  ultimately  for  or 
againft  it.  It  might  afterwards  undergo  fuch  modi 
fication  as  fhould  be  found  neceffary. 

Living  ft  on 
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Lvvingfton  (it  is  absolutely  a  proflitution  of  the 
term  to  call  fuch  a  man  Mijier)  oppofed  the  refolution 
in  a  very  ftupid  fpeech  *. 

Mr.  Coit  thought  the  provifion  fhould  be  made, 
but  he  wifhed  the  objec"l  to  be  defined.  He  could 
not  fay  that  he  could  ib  modify  the  refolution,  that 
he  could  himfelf  vote  for  it;  he  had  not  made  up 
his  mind  upon  the  fubjedl  as  to  what  cafes  reft  notions 
fhould  be  made ;  but  in  order  to  take  the  feiife  of 
the  Committee  he  would  move  an  amendment,  in 
order  to  bring  the  fubject  before  them  :  it  was  to  in- 
fert  at  the  end  of  the  refolution  "  bound  to  the  Raft 
"  L idles  -and  to  the  Mediterranean^?* 

Mr.  Harper  propofed  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  adding  the  word  "  Weft"  after  "  Baft,"  ib  as  to 
read  "  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.5' 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  think  it  material  whether 
Weft  Indies  was  inferted,  or  the  amendment  was 


*  Livingfton  fpoke  at  fome  length  againft  the  refolution,  and 
was,  as  ufual,  followed  by  the  dear  little  man  whofe  prefence  in 
Congrefs  reflects  ib  much  honour  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
He  always  comes  plodding  after  Mr.  Livingflon,  juft  like  the  long- 
heeled,  bandy-legged  Sancho  Panza  at  the  heels  of  the  raw- 
boned  Knight  of  La  Mancha. 

After  this  couple  came  Monfieur  Gallatin.  A  precious  trio! — 
an  American,  an  Enylijbman^  and  an  Italian.  This  part  of  our 
Houie  of  Repreientatives  is  fomething  like  the  group  that  followed 
dnacbarjis  Clnots  (the  *4  orator  of  the^rwv?  bumain")  to  the  bar  of 
the  Convention,  except  that  Cloots's  genre  humain  was  compoicd  of 
a  gang  of  the  vileft  mifcreants  that  ever  dilgraced  a  gibbet ;  whereas 
every  one  knows  that  Meffieurs  Livingfton,  Svvanwick,  and  Gal- 
Jatin,  are  men  of  unmaken  credit,  of  reputation  fair  as  mountain 
ihow,  and  patriotifm  ftrong  as  whilkey. 

f  This  Mr.  Coit  has,  I  am  told,  always  been  a  fort  of  a  bufy- 
body.  The  amendment  he  now  propofed  was  certainly  the  moft 
xvhimfical,  the  mofl  abfurd,  that  ever  came  athwart  the  brain  of  a 
TV!arplot.  It  amounts  to  exaclly  this ;  *4  We  will  permit  our  mer 
chantmen  to  defend  Uiemielves  againft  every  thing,  excepting  only 
tbofe  who  attat ~k  the m,  the  French  privateers  and  pirates."  And 
yet  this  Mr.  Coit  makes  fhift  to  periuade  fome  of  the  good  Nevv- 
£u<jlajiders  that  he  is  a  Federalist 

rejecled 
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rejeded  altogether  :  it  was  his  wifh  that  the  Com 
mittee  ihould  firft  have  decided  upon  the  abftract 
principle.  Prefuming  it  to  be  the  exifting  law  of  this 
country  that  merchants  have  a  right  to  arm  their 
veffels,  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  it  was  their  wifh 
to  interfere  in  regulating  and  reftricting  that  right. 
He  believed  the  modification  of  the  bufinefs  might 
very  well  have  been  done  in  the  bill.  He  would 
have  rtfen  before  to  have  given  his  reafon  for  this, 
had  he  not  been  prevented  from  doing  fo  by  gentle 
men  who  had  complained  that  he  had  not  done  it. 
He  was  in  favour  of  the  amendment  to  the  amend 
ment  ;  but  if  it  was  not  carried,  he  mould  be  againft 
the  amendment.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  take  into 
confideration  the'Eaft  India  and  Mediterranean,  trade, 
\vhen  fpoliations  were  principally  committed  in  the 
Welt  Indies  ;  when  indeed  the  object  of  the  prefent 
meeting  of  Congrefs  was  principally  to  take  into 
confideration  the  protection  of  the  Weft  India  and 
European  trade ;  he  prefumed  therefore,  if  they 
meant  to  do  any  thing  effectual,  they  fhould  take 
into  confideration  the  Weft  Indian  trade.  Gentlemen 
were  very  ready,  he  faid,  to  object  to  every  plan 
brought  forward,  but  they  themfelves  propofed  no 
thing  :  all  they  did  was  to  hold  out  alarms  of  war, 
though  every  one  exprefTed  a  deftre  for  peace.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Swanwick)  had 
objected  to  the  arming  of  merchant-veffels,  becaufe 
of  the  expenfe.  He  believed  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States  in  general  thought  differently,  though 
there  might  be  fome  merchants  in  this  city  who  would 
be  averfe  to  the  meaibre.  As  to  the  expenfe,  he 
believed  the  expenfe  of  fitting  out  the  veflels  would 
be  more  than  laved  in  the  infurance.  But  there  was 
a  farther  confideration  :  by  this  mean  the  veflels  and 
feamen  would  be  prcferved  to  the  United  States  ; 
whereas  if  it  were  not  adopted,  we  not  only  lofe  our 
veflels  and  men,  but  they  go  to  ftrengtb.cn  the  power 
VOL,  vi.  N  of 
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of  a  nation  which  may  ufe  them  again  ft 'us  ;  and 
unlefs  France  knew  that  this  Government  would  af 
ford  protection  to  its  veflels,  we  might  expect  them 
to  take  advantage  of  our  remhTnefs,  by  fpinning  out 
the  negotiation,  and  plundering  our  property. — • 
Something  had  heen  laid  about  the  conduct  of  other 
neutral  nations  :  he  believed  they  had  armed  their 
merchantmen,  though  he  did  not  pledge  himfelf  to 
prove  it ;  but  if  this  was  not  the  cafe,  they  had  fleets 
to  convoy  their  trade,  We,  on  the  contrary,  had  no 
fleet,  nor  did  gentlemen  feem  defirous  that  we  Ihould 
have  any,  iince  they  had  exprejfed  their  wijhes  that  the 
frigates  now  building  were  'burnt*  He  alked  what 
was  to  become  of  the  commerce  of  this  country,  if 
we  refufed  to  protect  it  ?  If  we  were  to  refort  to  an 
embargo,  what  would  be  the  confequences  ?  You 
would  not,  faid  he,  fnffer  your  veflels  to  lie  up  for 
ever  :  after  a  time  they  would  be  fent  out  again.  In 
cafe  of  an  embargo,  what,  he  aiked,  would  become 
of  our  feamen  ?  They  would  wander  about  the 
country,  difcontented,  and  perifhing  for  want.  What 
would  become  of  our  produce  ?  It  would  rot  upon 
the  wharfs. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  (of  Baltimore)  conceived  that  Con- 
grefs  were  called  together  to  adopt  fitch  meafures  as- 
were  beft  calculated  fapreferve  the  peace  of  the  country, 
by  means  of  negotiation,  and  to  fix  upon  fuch  means 
of  defence  as  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  country. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  the  Prefident  was  not  autho 
rized  by  law  to  prevent  the  veflels  of  merchants  being 
armed  ;  but  the  merchants  of  the  United  States 
would  readily  fubmit  to  any  lofs  rather  than  go  to? 
war.  Pie  knew  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Philadelphia  merchants  ;  he  had  feen  many  of  them. 
Nor  had  he  met  with  one  native  American  who 
vvifhed  to  go  into  this  arming  plan  ;  tbey  believe  it 
would  infringe  our  neutrality,  and  throw  us  into  a 
Tvar..  When  he  came  here,,  his  mind  \vasfgftcccly  made 

up 
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up  on  the  fubjedl ;  he  did  not  like  to  give  up  his 
right  to  defend  his  property,  but  he  had  found  this 
to  be  the  general  opinion,  and  therefore  he  brought 
forward  the  amendment,  which  had  been  well 
amended  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  fince  added  Weft 
Indies,  and  this  brought  them  to  iflue  ;  for  it  was 
war  or  no  war.  If  the  latter  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  he  fhould  be  for  ftriking  out  the  whole,  leaving 
it  general,  becaufe,  the  Weft  Indies  in  it,  it  would 
be  particularly  pointed.  They  had  been  told  of  the 
lofs  fuftained  by  fpoliations,  and  where  it  fell  :  he 
believed  it  fell  upon  the  great  body  of  the  people  of 
America,  and  that  the  fall  in  the  price  of  produce 
had  been  occalioned  principally  by  the  Britljh  Admiral 
having  forbidden  the  carrying  of  our  provifions  to  Hif- 
faniola.  The  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he 
laid,  was  fupplied  with  provifions  from  Ireland  *, 
whilft  the  French  depended  upon  this  country  for 
fupplies;  fo  that  they  were  our  left  cujlomers  there. — 
The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  feemcd  to  think  it 
was  right  for  our  veflels  to  go  into  rebel  ports  in  the 
Weft  Indies ;  and  had  told  them  of  our  men  being 
taken  by  Viclor  Hugues,  confidered  as  pirates,  and 
hung.  (Mr.  W.  Smith  denied  having  faid  our  citizens 
were  hung.)  Mr.  S.  read  Vi6tor  Hugues's  procla 
mation  (though  he  faid  he  had  no  more  refpecl  for 
him  than  that  gentleman,  as  he  had  loft  fix.  or  feven 
thoufand  dollars  by  him),  and  laid  that  thole  ports 
were  not  confidered  as  rebel  ports  which  were  taken 


*  The  felf-contradictions  of  the  French  facYion  are  endlefs. 
The  reader  may  remember,  that  when  the  object  was  to  decry  the 
terms  of  the  Britifh  treaty  they  faid  that  the  Englifh  Weft  India 
illands  depended  folely  on  this  country  for  provifions,  and  therefore 
this  country  could  have  pinned  Great  Britain  down  to  any  terms  it 
chofe  ;  but  now,  behold  !  when  the  objeft  is  to  make  light  of  the 
cuftom  of  thole  iflands,  we  are  told,  that  they  do  not  buy  Ameri 
can  provifions,  but  zrcfafplttd  altogether  from  Ireland. 

N  2.  I 
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ly  theEngJi/h  (Cape  Nichola  Mole  was  one  of  thofe)^ 
but  merely  thofe  which  were  in  a  Jlate  of  rebellion,  to 
which  if  we  are  determined  to  trade,  it  would  cer 
tainly  lead  to  war.  Mr.  S.  infilled  that  the  French 
trade  carried  on  to  the  Weft  Indies  was  a  productive 
one,  and  that  payments  were  in  general  made  as  punctual 
as  in  any  other  part,  and  referred  to  Major  Mount - 
florence  s  letter  for  an  aft  of  generofity  never  fliown 
by  the  Britifh  ;  nay,  he  thought  there  was  a  better 
chance  of  getting  money  owing  from  France  than  there 
was  of  getting  it  for  any  fpoliations  by  the  Britifh, 
and  now  under  adjudication  *. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  day's  debate  Monfieur  Swan- 
wick,  the  honourable  Reprefentative  of  Philadelphia, 

aflerted 


*  Of  all  the  fpeeches  ever  delivered  within  the  walls  of  Con- 
grefs,  this  is  certainly  the  mofl  infulting  to  the  underftandings  of 
the  people.  I  have  not  time  to  enter  into  a  full  refutation  of  all 
the  aflertions  contained  innt;  but  fome  of  them  I  cannot  pafs  over 
for  a  moment,  and  among  theie  is  the  audacious  vindication  ot 
Victor  Hugues.  The  arrete  tot  this  cannibal,  gorged  with  American 
blood  and  plunder,  Moniieur  Smith  fays,  does  not  confider  as 
rebel  ports  tbofe  which  were  taken  ly  tbcE-ngUJh.  This  is  an  abfolute 
falfehood.  We  all  know  that  Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  Dema- 
rara,  Berbice,  Port-au-Prince,  St.  Mark's,  and  Jeremie,  were  taken 
ly  the  Englijh.  Martinico  flood  a  fiege  of  nearly  a  month,  and  the 
General  Rochambeau,  who,  with  his  garrifon,  was  made  prifoner 
of  war,  is  now  actually  in  the  fervice  of  the  five  defpots.  Of  the 
other  ports,  which  the  arrete  declares  rebel  ports,  three  coft  the 
Englilh  a  great  number  of  lives,  and  the  others  furrendered  becaule 
they  were  unable  to  defend  themfelves  ;  and  yet  Smith  of  Baltimore 
has  the  alfurance  to  fay,  that  Victor  Hugues's  arrete  did  not  include 
iJjofe  ports  which  'were  taken  ly  the  ILtiglt/b  !  Other  defenders  of  the 
French  have  generally  fome  regard  to  truth  in  the  fiatement  of 
well-known  facts ; — but  the  Baltimore  Smith  boldly  fets  fliame  at 
defiance,  throws  afide  the  veil  of  the  pretended  patriot,  and  af- 
fumes  the  audacious  tone  of  the  vulture  of  Guadaloupe. 

When  Moniieur  Smith  fays  that  the  French  are  our  beil  cuilomers, 
he  undoubtedly  ufed  the  word  our  as  relating  to  blmfclf  and  his 
•partners^  and  therefore  I  fliall  not  contradict  his  ailertion.  I  am 
willing  alib  to  believe  that  the  French  are  very  punctual  in  their 
payments  to  him  ;  but  as  to  their  being  fo  "  in  general,"  1  would 
Jay  it  is  an  impudent  falfehood,  jf  it  were  not  unneceOary.  With 

refpect 
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afierted  that  "  a  greater  number  of  our  vefTels  were 
"  taken  in  the  Weil  Indies  by  the  Britifh,  than  by 
"  the  French." 

Air.  Harper,  in  reply,  took  notice  that,  on  a  former 
occaiion,  the  gentleman  had  faid  that  the  depredations 
of  the  Britilh  were  equal  to  thofe  of  the  French, 
bat  now  he  told  them  they  were  much  greater.  Mr. 
H.  faid  he  then  called  upon  him  for  his  proof,  and 
he  referred  him  to  the  infurance  offices.  He  had  ac 
cordingly  applied  to  them  ;  and  though  he  had  not 
yet  got  his  information  complete,  fuch  as  it  was,  he 
would  lay  it  before  the  Committee.  From  the  In 
furance  Company  of  Pennfylvania  he  found  that, 
flnce  the  firfl  of  January,  the  French  had  taken  four 
fhips,  five  brigs,  and  three  fchooners,  kifured  in 
that  office,  and  the  Britifh  only  two  brigs  in  the 
fame  time.  From  the  North  America  Infurance 
Office  his  account  was  lefs  complete,  as  it  went  back 
to  the  beginning  of  1796,  and  ended  with  the  end 
of  it,  when  the  fpoliations  of  the  French  were  not 
fo  great  as  they  have  been  iince.  The  total  amount 
of  Britifh  captures  during  that  period  was  99,274 
dollars;  of  French  271,000.  But  he  believed,  if 
the  account  was  brought  up  to  the  prefent  date,  the 
French  fpoliations  would  be  ten  times  the  amount  of 
the  Britiih. 

After  a  good  deal  more  debating,  the  bill  grounded 
on  Mr.  Smith's  refolution  was  finally  rejected. 

Privateering. — Thurfday,  June  8.  The  bill  fent 
down  from  the  Senate,  "  to  prevent  citizens  of  the 
"  United  States  from  privateering  againfl  nations  in 


refpeft  to  there  being  "  a  better  chance  of  getting  paid  by  the 
French  than  by  the  Britifh,"  fuch  an  aflertion  might  have  been  ex 
pected  from  a  piccaroon  citizen  in  partner/flip  <u>///>  Citizen  Barney  ; 
but  from  Monfieur  Smith  of  Baltimore,  the  Reprefentatives  of  $ 
commercial  city,  a  man  of  tried  patriotiim  and  virtue,  no  oqe 
woiiJd  have  expected  it. 

N  3  ,  "  amity 
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"  amity  with  the  United  States,"  was  taken  up  for  a 
third  reading,  and  paiTed  without  a  divilion.  This 
was  only  becaufe  the  United  States  were  yet  in  amity 
with  France  ;  if  this  had  not  been  the  cafe,  the  bill 
would  never  have  parted  fo  quietly.  Indeed  this  bill 
did  not  become  a  law  without  fome  flight  attempts, 
on  the  part  of  the  French  faction,  to  manage  the 
matter  fo  that  \mericans  might  privateer  in  the  fhips 
or  under  the  commiilion  of  France. 

Fortifications. — Monday,  June  12.  The  Repre- 
fentatives  took  up  the  bill  "  for  providing  for  the 
"  further  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the 
ic  United  States."  This  debate  exhibited  a  fpecimen 
of  the  effect  of  thofe  jarring  interefls  which  mutt 
eternally  interrupt  the  harmony,  and  enfeeble  the 
powers  of  a  confederation  of  independent  States. — 
Mr.  Smith  (of  S.  C.)  propofed  to  appropriate  for  the 
purpofe  of  fortifications,  two  hundred  thoufand 
(dollars, 

Mr.  Dayton,  the  Speaker,  wifhed  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  withdraw  his  motion,  to 
give  way  to  an  amendment  which  he  wiflied  to  in 
troduce.  He  mentioned  that  it  was  to  infert  "  pro- 
"  vided  that  no  part  of  the  money  herein  appropri- 
66  ated  be  expended  upon  fortifications,  except  in 
fc  cafes  where  the  jurifdiffionjhall  have  been  frevioujty 
"  ceded  to  the  United  States'" 

Mr.  Williams  (of  New-York)  fnppofed  this  amend 
ment  as  particularly  pointed  againft  theState  of  New- 
York,  becaufe  the  Legiilature  of  that  State  had  not 
ceded  the  jurifdiclion  of  their  fortifications  to  the 
United  States.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  confiderable 
altercation  in  that  State,  and  he  believed  its  vicinity 
to  \New-York  was  the  reafon  its  territory  had  not: 
been  given  up.  The  Legiilature  of  New-York,  he 
faid,  did  not  meet  till  January  ;  therefore,  except 
fomething  was  now  done,  it  would  not  be  in  time  to 

have 
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have  any  efTccI:.  If  the  fum  appropriated  was  in  any 
refpedl  adequate,  Mr.  W.  faid,  a  work  would  be 
commenced  at  the  Narrows,  which  was  certainly  the 
only  place  upon  which  a  fortification  could  be  creeled 
for  the  complete  defence  of  that  harbour.  A  good 
fortification  there,  he  faid,  would  be  a  general  be 
nefit  to  the  United  States,  as  four  fifteenths  of  the 
xvhole  revenue  of  the  Union  was  collected  in  that 
port.  He  thought  it  proper,  therefore,  in  order  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  fo  large  a  body  of  the  community, 
that  fome  attention  fhould  be  paid  to  the  fortifying 
of  this  port  :  even  if  no  interruption  of  the  peace  of 
the  country  was  expected,  it  would  be  right  to  attend 
to  this  bulineis.  The  fooner  a  fortification  was  begun 
at  the  Narrows  the  better,  and  he  truftcd  a  handibmc 
fum  would  be  appropriated  for  the  purpofe :  the  great 
benefits  which  mult  refult  from  a  well-confiructed 
fortification  at  the  Narrows,  both  to  the  Union  and 
the  State  of  New-York,  was  obvious  to  all  who  were 
acquainted  with  its  iituation  ;  he  therefore  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton  believed  the  gentleman  from  New- 
York,  when  he  laid  that  State  had  no  intention  of 
feparating  from  the  Union  ;  if  they  had.  he  fuppofed 
they  would  not  be  permitted,  at  lea  it  not  before  they 
hid  paid  their  debt.  But  gentlemen  fay,  Will  you 
coerce  the  Legiilature  to  give  you  the  juriiclidrion  of 
their  fortifications  ?  He  laid,  No.  As  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  had  Itated  three  years  ago,  he 
had  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  all  the  money  ex 
pended  on  thofe  works  would  be  thrown  away,  fo 
far  as  they  were  intended  for  a  defence  again  ft  armed 
fhips.  They  might  indeed  be  of  uie  to  the  city  in 
preferving  its  peace  and  aiding  its  municipal  regula 
tions  ;  but  an  armed  veflel  would  always  pafs  them 
with  a  fair  wind  and  tide.  He  owned  his  amending 
was  intended  to  operate  in  part  again  ft  New-York  ; 
but  if  gentlemen  would  bring  forward  a  plan  for 

is   4  erecting 
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ere&ing  a  fortification  at  the  Narrows,  with  a  pro- 
polition  to  appropriate  to  that  purpofe  the  debt  due 
from  them  to  the  United  States,  they  fhould  have  his 
vote.  What  was  the  State  of  New-York  more  than 
others  }  New-Jerfey  had  ceded  the  territory  of  a 
lighuhoufe,  and  Pennfylvania  had  ceded  Mud  liland. 
And  except  they  would  content  to  do  what  others 
did,  they  could  not  expecl  the  fame  advantage. 

Mr.  Brooks  complained  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  New-Jerfey,  with  refpecl  to  the 
debt  of  New- York ;  fpoke  of  the  territory  of  the 
light-houfe  ceded  by  New-Jerfey,  as  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  of  land,  which  would  not  raife  water-melons  \ 
and  of  this  amendment,  as  intended  to  fink  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  (of  S.  Carolina),  feeing'  the  amendment 
adopted,  hoped  that  leave  would  not  he  given  for 
the  Committee  to  proceed  any  further  in  the  hufinefs. 
In  this  with  he  was  joined  by  the  New- York  mem 
bers. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  (of  Maryland)  faid,  becaufe  the 
States  of  New -York  and  South  Carolina  had  not  done 
what  they  ought  to  do,  though  the  country  wa&  in 
danger,  yet  no  other  port  mull  be  attended  to.  This 
looked  as  if  thofe  gentlemen  thought  the  defence  of 
the  Union  depended  wholly  upon  them. 

Mr.  Williams  (of  New-York)  replied,  that  if  the 
country  were  in  danger,  the  whole  fhould  be  forti 
fied  ;  but  if  not  (as  feemed  to  he  the  opinion  of  gen 
tlemen  in  refuling  to  do  any  thing  towards  fecuring 
two  of  as  important  harbours  as  any  in  the  Union), 
then  there  was  no  occafion  for  any. 

When  Dayton's  amendment  came  before  the  Houfe, 
Galiatm  rote  and  oppofed  it.  He  faid  he  had  voted 
for  this  amendment,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be 
founded  on  juit  principles;  and  as  he  fhould  now 
vote  againft  it,  it  was  necefTary  to  give  his  reafons 
for  doing  fo.  He  believed  the  principle  jufl,  and 
proper  to  be  ufed  whenever  the  United  States  fhould 
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go  into  a  general  plan  of  fortifications ;  but  as  this 
was  only  meant  for  a  temporary  proviiion  againft 
danger,  that  danger  might  be  greater},  and  the  af- 
fiitance  wanted  rnofl,  at  a  place  which  was  not  ceded. 
Befides,  he  believed  there  was  not  a  iingle  State  in 
the  United  States  had  ceded  cxclnji*ve  jurifJiftion  of 
their  territory^  according  to  the  conltitution  ;  and 
therefore  this  provifion  excluded  the  whole  from  re 
lief;  as  every  ceflion  which  had  been  made  provided 
for  a  concurrent  jurijdiftiori  of  the  State.  So  far  as  it 
related  toPennlylvania,  fhe  would  not  be  entitled  to 
any  fupport,  becaufe  fhe  not  only  relerved  a  concur 
rent  jurifdidion,  but  provided  that  if  the  ceffion  was 
not  accepted  within  one  year  it  would  be  void  ;  and 
more  than  one  year  had  now  elapfed,  and  the  ceffion 
was  not  accepted. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
#nd  it  was  loft  by  a  great  majority  *. 

The  fum  was  at  laft  fixed  at  115,000  dollars,  and 
the  bill  pafied  into  a  law  by  a  majority  offeven  only  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  obferved  here,  that  Gallatin,  with 
many  others  who  had  oppofed  Dayton's  amendment, 
did  neverthelefs  oppofe  the  paffing  of  the  bill.  They 
were  for  no  defence  at  all.  They  wiihed  the  coaft,  as 
well  as  the  commerce,  to  continue  expoled  to  France. 
One  M'DoweU  of  North  Carolina  was  very  open  and 
impudent  in  his  oppoiition.  He  thought  it  wrong, 
he  faid,  "  to  throw  away  fo  much  money  on  fortifi^ 
"  cations,  which  he  faid  could  be  of  no  ufe  \  for 


*  Thus  we  fee  that  the  rejection  of  this  amendment  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  circumftahce  of  Pennfylvania  having  rtferved  a  con- 
current  jurifdiftjon  over  the  fortified  places  in  her  territory,  and  that 
refcrvation  is  to  be  afcribed  to  her  unwillingnefs  to  give  np  a  jot 
of  her  power  to  the  federal  government.  But  had  it  happened 
that  fhe  had  made  a  full  ceffion  of  the  territory,  ail  her  members 
would  have  voted  for  the  amendment :  and  thus  the  ports  which 
alone  were  worth  fortifying,  viz.  Bofton,  New- York,  and  Charlef- 
ton,  would  not  have  h^d  a  farthing  of  the  appropriations  laid 
put  on  them. 

"   though 
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"  though  they  might  prevent  an  enemy  from  landing 
"  at  the  particular  point  where  they  were  fixed, 
"  they  could  not  prevent  them  from  landing  at  fome 
"  neighbouring  Ipot ;  and  Imng  landed^  they  would 
'•'  take  poffejffton  of  the  fort,  and  turn  the  guns  agahiji 
"  our/elves  *." 

Militia. — \Vednefday,  June  15.    A  rcfolution  was 


*  This  Mr.  McDowell  is  famous,  and  has  long  been  fo,  not  for 
blundering  and  making  bulls,  but  for  talking  fheer  nonfenfe  ;  mere 
goole  gabble,  that  has  neither  object  nor  meaning.  He  was  an 
officer  Jail  war :  I  have  heard  him  from  his  feat  boaft  of  his  fei> 
vices,  and  I  believe  of  his  wounds.  Such  a  man  ought  to  underftand 
ibmething  about  fortification.  I  do  not  mean  that  he  ought  to 
underibnd  the  detail  of  military  architecture  ;  I  fliall  even  admit 
that  he  might  be  of  fervice  as  an  officer  without  understanding  its 
principles ;  but  lie  certainly  ought  to  know  fomething  of  the  ufe 
of  a  work  or  fortref-,  when  conftructed.  The  gallant  Mr. 
M'Dowdl  lecrm,  however,  to  know  no  more  about  the  matter  than 
the  Peruvians  did  of  naval  architecture,  when. they  took  Cortex's 
fhip  for  a  great  beait.  "  Fortifications,"  fays  this  old  foldier, 
4<  can  be  of  no  u-fe,  becaufe  they  cannot  prevent  the  enemy  landing 
"  on  fome  neighbouring  fpot."  That  is  to  fay,  they  are  of  no  ufe, 
becaufe,  though  they  are  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  point  where 
they  are  erected,  they  cannot  defend  a  point  where  they  are  not ! 
The  fecond  objection  is,  a  fort  is  a  real  injury  to  the  country  it  is 
intended  to  defend.  And  why,  Mr.  M'Dowell  ?  "  Becaule  the 
*'  enemy  being  landed  at  fome  other  point,  would  take  pofTeffion  of 
"  the  fort,  and  turn  the  gum  againft  ourfffocs.9'  Now,  thou  fa- 
pient  engineer,  permit  me  to  aik  thee  another  queftion  or  two  : 
iuppoie  the  enemy  landed  v&fome  other  point^  muft  he  not  come  to 
the  fort,  before  he  can  get  poffeflion  of  it  ?  And  if,  when  in  pof- 
leffion,  he  can  turn  your  guns  againiiyou,  cannot  you,  w;hile  you 
have  the  potfeffion,  turn  your  guns  againil  him  ?  The  idea  of  a 
fort  being  ufelefs^  becaufe  it  cannot  command  the  whole  coafl  or 
frontier  of  a  country,  is  worthy  of  the  brain  of  an  infant  prattling 
on  its  father's  knee.  Thofe  who  know  any  thing  of  tactics,  or 
have  profited  from  the  perufal  of  hiftory,  know,  that  a  weil-con- 
flructed  fortrefs  with  twothouland  men,  is  of  as  much  ufe  in  the 
defence  of  a  country,  as  an  encamped  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
horfe  and  foot.  Congreve  repreients  a  foldier  with  his  guts  in  his 
head  and  his  brains  in  his  belly  -.  1  do  not  pofitively  affirm  that  Mr. 
M'Dowell  comes  up  to  this  defcripton  ;  but  I  muft  confefs,  that, 
if  I  am  to  judge  of  his  military  talents  by  the  above  fpeech,  I  would 
not  trull  him  with  a  corporal's  command,  that  is,  three  men, 

3  propofed 
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propofedby  Mr.  BJount  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  the  following  words : 

"  Refolvcd,  that  provilion  ought  to  be  made  by 
fs  law  for  putting  80,000  militia  of  the  United  States, 
"  in  equal  proportions  from  the  feveral  States,  in  a 
<c  Jlate  of  requisition" 

Mr.  Thatcher  objected  to  the  word '  regulation  — 
However  fond  that  gentleman  might  be  of  the  French 
phrafes,  he  did  not  vvifh  to  imitate  them  in  their  ex- 
preflions  in  our  legiflative  acts.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  holding  of  fuch  a  number  of  men  in  readincfs 
— but  he  hoped  the  lentiment  would  be  expreffed  in 
our  language. 

Mr.  Elount  fuppofed  he  fhould  be  told,  becaufe  he 
ufed  the  word  requifition  in  his  refolution,  that  he 
was  one  of  \btfaffious.  He  believed  if  the  gentle 
man  looked  over  the  old  Congreffional  proceedings, 
he  would  find  that  the  demands  made  upon  the 
States  were  called  requifilions  *.  He  had,  however, 
no  objection  to  any  other  word  which  had  the  lame 
meaning.  He  thought  the  objection  a  trifling  one, 
and  fuch  as  the  gentleman  ought  to  be  afhamed  of 
making. 

Mr.  Thatcher  replied,  that  he  did  not  often  fay  any 
thing  of  which  he  was  afhamed ;  that  he  had  faid 
nothing  about  French  fa tl'ions ;  but  it  was  an  old  fay 
ing,  "  That  a  guilty  confcience  needs  no  accufer" 


*  The  gentleman  might  have  mentioned  a  great  many  other 
inftances,  in  which  the  French  revolutionifts  have  obferved  a  clofe 
imitatwn  of  the  old  Congrefs  of  America.  Their  Committees  of 
fccrecy,  of  public  fafety  (J'alut  publiquc)  ;  their  intriguing  with  the 
f  coble  of  other  countries  ;  their  various  and  varying  addreffis  ;  their 
being  appointed  to  produce  conciliation,  and  their  rendering  concilia 
tion  impojjlble ;  and  many  other  thing?,  in  which  I  prefume  Mr. 
Blount  would  Dot  wifti  them  to  find  imitators  in  the  prefent  Con 
grefs. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Blount  (with  a  good  deal  of  warmth)  faid  he 
fhould  take  from  no  man,  with  impunity,  fuch  lan 
guage  as  that.  [There  was  a  loud  call  to  order  *.] 

Mr.  Skinner  hoped  that  the  law  would  not  require 
the  80,000  men  to  be  called  out  immediately ',  but  "  at 
"  fuch  time  as  the  Prefident  fhould  think  neceffary." 
The  expenfe,  he  faid,  of  calling  out  this  detachment 
inMafTachufetts  would  not  be  lefsthan  200,000  dol 
lars  ;  and  he  could  not  fee  any  objection  to  leaving  it 
to  the  Prefident  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  putting 
the  meafure  into  execution.  This  amendment  patted. 

Mr.Sewall  faid,  though  there  might,  in  theopinion 
of  the  Preiident,  be  a  neceffity  for  calling  out  a  part 
of  thefe  men,  there  might  not  be  occalion  for  calling 
out  the  whole  ;  he  therefore  moved  the  following 
amendment,  viz.  <c  or  of  any  lefs  number,  which, 
"  in  his  opinion,  the  fervice  may  require." 

Mr.  B/oitnt  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  this 
motion,  except  it  were  with  an  intention  to  fave  ex 
penfe,  which  it  would  not  effect ;  as,  if  the  detach 
ment  muft  be  made,  8000  men  would  coft  as  much 
organizing  as  80,000.  He  thought  we  ought  at  all 
times  to  have  this  portion  of  our  militia  ready  for 
any  call  that  could  be  made. 

Mr^SewaJliaid  his  intention  was  to  fave  expenfe. 
In  1794  he  knew  a  great  expenfe  had  been  incurred 
in  Maffachufetts,  and  it  had  been  in  proportion  tQ 
the  number  of  men  employed. 

Mr.  Williams  obferved  that  80,000  men  would  be 
about  one  tenth  part  of  the  whole  militia  of  the 
United  States  ;  but  if  only  one  twentieth  paii  was 


*  This  ended  in  a  challenge  on  the  part  of  Blount,  which  Mr. 
Thatcher  had  too  much  fenfe  to  accept  of.  It  will  appear,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work,  that  Blount  can  bear  to  be  called  Something 
worfe  than  a  partifan  of  France. 

wanted, 
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wanted,  little  more  than  half  the  expcnfe  would  be 
incurred. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favour  of  holding  80,000  men 
in  readinefs.  This  was  done  in  1794;  and  though 
he  did  not  think  we  had  now  fo  much  rcatbn  to  ap 
prehend  danger,  yet  he  would  wifli  to  be  in  a  ft  ate 
of  preparation.  He  had  no  objection  to  leaving  the 
time  of  calling  out  the  militia  to  the  Prelident,  but 
not  the  number. 

Mori/ienr  Dayton  faid,  if  the  fituation  of  things  juf- 
tified  the  call  for  8c,ooo  men,  he  fhould  be  the  lail 
to  object  to  it;  but  he  did  not  think  it  did.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  faid,  it  would 
be  no  inconvenience  to  his  State  ;  it  would  be  very 
different  in  many  other  States.  In  New-Jerfey  (as 
he  had  before  ftated)  it  would  be  felt  very  confider- 
ably.  Men  mult  have  bounties,  and  their  pay  made 
equal  to  the  price  of  labour.  There  would  not  only 
be  required  a  new  organization  aad  clarification,  but 
alfo  an  inspection  of  arms  and  accoutrements.  He  be- 
lieved  all  this  would  be  done  under  this  law  if  it  paffed 
in  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  whatever  might  be  the  ex- 
pen  fe  and  inconvenience  it  put  them  to.  If  he  thought 
there  was  any  danger,  he  would  not  have  objected  to 
the  meafure.  He  did  not,  however,  think  ivejhmdd 
liai-e.  a  war ;  and  if  fuchan  event  were  to  take  place, 
he  did  not  think  there  was  ;i  probability  of  an  in- 
vaiion.  Our  iituation  in  1794,  he  faid,  was  very 
different.  We  were  then  not  only  depredated  upon 
by  the  Britifh  at  lea,  but  Lord  Dorchciicr  had  i fined 
his  warlike  proclamation;  the  Indians  were  counted, 
and  had  their  tomahawks  in  their  hands  uplifted  and 
ready  to  flrike  !  Believing,  therefore,  the  meafure 
to  be  unneceffary,  and  that  it  would  operate  un 
equally,  he  fhould  vote  for  this  amendment,  which 

'would 
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would  leave   it  to  the  Prefident  to  detach  fuch  a 
number  of  men  as  he  fliall  believe  neceflary  #. 

Monfieur  Macon  was  forry  any  amendment  had  ta 
ken  place,  lince  he  could  not  now  move  to  ftrike  out 
the  firft  leclion  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  fee  whether 
the  Houfe  meant  to  pafs  the  bill  at  all  ;  for  he  was 
of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  New-Jerfey,  that 
there  was  no  occafion  for  it.  He  was  certain  that  this 
lujinefs  could  not  be  carried  into  effeft  without  expenfe. 
And  if  an  invaiion  were  to  take  place,  only  a  few  of 
thefc  men  could  be  drawn  into  the  lei  vice -f~. 

Mr. 


*  M.DAYTON  can  fee  no  danger  ^  poor  blind  man!  He  muft 
know  that  the  French  are  refolved  to  accept  of  no  atonement  fhort 
of  abfolute  degradation  ;  and  yet  he  can  fee  no  danger  !  He  is,  I 
fuppofe,  ready  to  crouch  down  before  them  :  his  imagined  fecurity 
lies  in  his  difpofition  to  fubmit ;  for  fubmit  he  muft,  or  he  muft  re- 
foJve  to  refill,  and  as  he  has  made  ufe  of  every  quirk,  quibble,  and 
trick,  to  get  rid  of  every  meafure  of  refiftance,  we  may  fairly  con 
clude  that  he  has  prepared  his  neck  (if,  indeed,  it  was  not  made 
on  purpofe)  for  the  yoke. 

He  was  aware  that  fome  would  exclaim,  What !  can  Mr.  Day- 
tdn  fee  no  danger  ?  The  confifcating  Mr.  Dayton,  who,  in  1794, 
when  Great  Britain  was  in  queftion,  was  for  feizing  on  the  property 
of  honeft  unfufpecling  creditors,  and  who  cheerfully  voted  for 
81,000  militia,  as  he  would  have  done  for  800,000 — can  this 
prompt  and  decifive  repeller  of  injuries  now  fee  no  danger  ?  Aware 
of  this,  Mr.  Dayton  thought  proper  to  obferve,  that l-  our  fituation  in 
1794  was  very  different.'*  So  it  was  indeed.  Then  there  was  no 
danger,  and  then  M  r.  Dayton  was  brave.  The  depredations  on  our 
commerce  committed  by  Britain  never  amounted  to  above  one  ninth 
part  of  the  fum  which  had  been  feized  by  the  French  ;  the  Britifh 
never  made  prifoners  of  our  feamen.  As  to  Mr.  Dayton's  old  fal- 
iified  ftory  about  Lord  Dorchefter  and  the  tomahawk,  there  is  now 
hardly  any  one  ftupid  enough  to  liften  to  it.  In  the  prefent  fitua- 
lion  of  affairs  it  is  almoft  an  infult  to  the  readers  of  a  public  paper 
to  attempt  to  controvert  the  grofs  abfurdities  contained  in  the  fpeech 
of  the  Speaker.  He  is  either  Hone  blind  himfelf,  or  he  wants  to 
put  our  eyes  out :  if  the  former,  he  is  an  object  of  our  pity,  if  the 
latter,  of  our  indignation. 

f  As  Monfieur  Dayton's  fpeech  is  remarkable  for  blindnefs,  fo 
Macon's  is  for  penetration*  The  piercing  optics  of  this 

latter 
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Mr.  Skinner  hoped  the  bill  would  not  pafs  at  all. 
It  was  well  known  that  there  was  an  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  with  refpecl  to  war;  and  there 
could  he  no  doubt,  if  this  rneafure  was  pa  fled,  it 
would  be  fuppofed  there  were  ferious  apprehenfions 
of  war*.  He  had,  •  betides,  another  objection  to 
the  palling  of  this  bill.  War  had  been  apprehended  by 
many.  Officers  and  men  were  a  good  deal  divided 
with  refpecl  to  the  relative  lituation  of  our  country  : 
if  this  bill  paf?,  they  will  fpeculate  upon  meafures  ; 
they  will  go  into  difcuffions  which  will  neither  tend 
to  ftrengtnen  the  Government,  nor  increafe  good 
neighbourhood.  He  therefore  hoped  it  would  not 
pafs. 


latter  Monfieur  have  enabled  him  to  difcover,  and  he  actually  has 
difcovered,  that  the  bringing  of  80,000  armed  men  info  the  field  will 
le  attended  with  fome  expenfe.  "  Yes,"  fays  he,  "  I  am  certain  that 
"  this  bufinefs  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  without  expenfe.** 
There's  a  conjuror  for  you  !  If  he  had  lived  in  New-England 
about  a  century  ago,  he  would  certainly  have  been  hanged  for  a 
wizard. 

*  Mr.  Skinner  is  afraid  to  vote  for  the  80,000  men  for  fear  of 
alarming  the  country.  Congrefs  is  called  together  on  account  of  the1 
aggreffions  of  France  ;  the  Preftdent  recommends  defenuve  mea 
fures  ;  the  Houfe  of  Reprentatives  pals  feveral  bills  in  purfuance  of 
thefe  recommendations  j  the  Houfe  in  a  body,  and  every  individual 
member,  exprefs  a  determination  to  defend  their  countiy;  and,  af 
ter  all  this,  Mr.  Skinner  is  afraid  to  call  out  a  part  of  the  militia, 
left  "  itjbould  be  fuppofed  that  there  are  ferious  apprehenfions  of 
war!"  After  fix  weeks  fpent  in  talking  about  meafures  of  defence, 
the  gentleman  feems  to  be  afraid  that  we  (hall  think  them  iii 
earned.  He  may  quiet  his  fears ;.  for  there  are  very  few  people,  I 
believe,  who  do  not  look  upon  it  as  a  mere  farce.  Another  of  Mr** 
Skinner's  fears  feems  to  be  better  founded.  He  is  afraid  that  the 
militia,  when  called  out,  will,  inftead  of  fighting  to  defend  the  Go* 
vernment,  fall  to  difputing about  its  meafures.  This  they  molt  cer 
tainly  will.  They  would,  indeed,  do  the  fame  thing  at  home;  but 
I  perfectly  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  it  would  be  better  for 
them  to  difpute  in  little  knots  of  a  dozen  or  two  unarmed,  than  in 
whole  reel  merits  armed  with  ball  and  bayonet. 

The 
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The  bill,  after  a  good  deal  more  debating,  pafTed 
by  a  considerable  majority,  fixing  the  number  of  men 
which  each  State  fhould  furnifh  on  the  balis  of  the 
number  of  white  inhabitants,  as  follows  i 

Tenneflee,  — *  — •         806 

Georgia,  —  1,334 

S.  Carolina,  —  —          3,535 

N.  Carolina,  — *  —      7,268 

Kentucky,  — -  —      1,542 

Virginia,  •—  11,150 

Maryland,  —  5}a6z 

Delaware,  —        1,168 

Pcnnfylvania,  — *  — *    10,690 

New-jerfey,  —    4,286 

New -York,  —^         7»923 

Connecticut,  — *       55860 

Rhode  Ifland,  — ^     1,616 

Maflachufetts,  — •  —  11*836 

New-Hampfhire,  3,5  5  8 

Vermont,  —  2,150 

*  Total,    80,000 

Artillery. — Tuefday,  June  20.  The  Reprcfent-* 
atives  took  up  a  bill  lent  down  from  the  Senate  "  for 
"  railing  an  additional  corps  of  artillery/' 

The  bill  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Giles  and  Smith  of 
Baltimore,  and  was  ably  fupported  by  Mr.  William 
Smith,  the  fpirited  and  eloquent  member  for  Charlef- 
ton,  South  Carolina,  who  concluded  his  fpeech  with 
obferving,  that  when  an  increafe  of  the  navy  was 


*  This  looks  nobly  on  paper  ;  but  there  it  ends.  The  80,000 
men  will  never  parade,  they  will  never  be  drawn  up  in  battalion 
any  where  but  on  paper.  I  do  not  think  it  poflible  to  colled  to 
gether,  I  mean  to  embody  and  bring  into  actual  fecvice,  five  thou- 
fand  militia-men  in  the  whole  United  States. 

under 
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under  confederation,  Mr.  S.  .faid,  gentlemen  ex- 
claimed,  Leave  trade  to  tale  care  of  it/elf,  and  let  trs 
attend  to  the  internal  defence  of  the  country  ;  but 
now,  when  they  were  preparing  for  that,  the  fame 
men  lay,  We- are  about  to  employ  upon  this  object 
what  ought  to  be  employed  for  the  protection  of 
commerce.  Mr.  S.  faid,  it  was  an  error  to  fay  no 
taxes  would  be  wanted  if  the  bill  did  not  pafs.  There 
would  be  money  in  that  cafe  wanting  for  manning 
the  frigates,  for  arming  the  revenue  cutters,  for  the 
diplomatic  department,  and  for  the  expenfes  of  this 
feilion  (not  lefs  than  60  or  70,000  dollars  would  be 
needed  for  the  laft  item  only),  for  the  payment  of  the 
agents  appointed  for  affifting  to  carry  into  effect  the 
6th  article  of  the  Britifh  treaty,  &;c.  ;  fo  that  the  ar 
gument  had  no  weight.  It  was  faid  thefe  men  were 
unnecefTary,  becaufe  the  militia  were  the  proper  de 
fence  ;  but  the  Prelident  had  not  the  power  to  call 
out  the  militia,  except  in  cafes  of  infurrection  or  in- 
vaflon,  fo  that  an  enemy  might  get  pofieffion  of  the 
ports  before  the  militia  were  called  out  *.  He  con 
cluded  by  faying  there  were  thirty  forts  on  the  fea- 
coaft,  and  that  thefe  men  difbibuted  amongft  them 
would  only  give  fourteen  to  each,  which  would  not 
be  fufficient  to  preferve  the  guns  from  rufr;  and, 
if  this  bill  palled,  there  would  be  only  forty-one  for 
each  fort.  He  fubmitted  it  to  the  Committee,  there 
fore,  whether  they  ought  to  rifk  the  fafety  of  the  coun 
try  for  the  fake  of  216,000  dollars.  He  trulted  they 
would  not. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid  a  good  deal  again!!  franding  ar 
mies  in  general ;  but  as  it  was  no  more  than  a  repe 
tition  of  the  cant  we  have  a  thoufand  times  heard  on 

*  He  might  have  obferved,  befides,  the  fame  men  who  oppofed 
this  bill,  had  alfo  oppofed  the  keeping  of  the  militia  in  readinefs  to 
turn  out ;  fo  that  they  had,  indeed,  oppofed  every  meafure  of- 
fcnjivc  or  definjive. 

VOL.  vi,  o  the 
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the  fubjec%  the  reader  fhall  be  fpared  the  perufal  of 
it  here. 

Mr.  Williams  fpoke  againft  the  bill ;  he  thought 
the  proportion  of  artillery  already  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  nation  *. 

Mr.  Swanwick  thought,  that,  by  railing  thefemen, 
they  would  increafe  the  danger  which  they  wijhed  to 
avoid.  They  apprehended  an  attack  from  a  foreign 
nation,  and  to  guard  agamfl  any  poffible  injury  they 
were  to  go  to  expenfe,  and  by  that  means  increafe 
our  national  debt,  from  which  he  thought  we  had  the 
greateft  danger  to  fear,  lince  they  faw  the  difficulty 
attending  the  railing  of  any  additional  revenue.  He 
called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  iltuation  of 
things  not  much  unlike  our  own.  The  French  na 
tion  had  many  regiments  on  their  fea-coaft,  and  had 
been  long  making  great  preparations,  as  if  with  a 
view  of  invading  Great  Britain.  In  confequence,  the 
Britifh  have  expended  large  furns  in  fortifying  and 
putting  the  ifland  in  a  good  Hate  of  defence ;  and, 
though  the  French  never  feriouily  intended  to  invade 


*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  War-office  return  of  artillery 
and  engineers. 
At  Ofwego,    Niagara,   Detroit,  Machillimackinac,^ 

Prefq'ifle,  on  the  Miflifiippi,  and  in  the  South-  >  438 
weftern  Territory,                                                    J 

At  Weft  Point,                    -                            -  103 

At  New-York,                         -                             -  60 

At  Philadelphia  and  Mud  Ifland,                        -  90 

At  Baltimore,                                            *  59 

At  Norfolk,                                         «                        -  56 

At  a  fort  in  North  Carolina,                •                    •  6 

At  Charlefton,                                             •  6* 

Total,    876 

But  it  is  notorious  that  thefe  men  are  little  better  than  common 
infantry.  Their  difperfed  (ituation,  and  a  total  want  of  fkilful  and 
experienced  officers  and  of  the  means  of  pra&ifmg,  have  rendered 
them  very  fit,  perhaps,  to  keep  the  guns  from  rufting ;  but  for 
nothing  elie. 

2  that 
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that  country,  yet  the  appearance  of  it  had  probably 
occafioned  greater  embarraiTment,  from  caufing  thefe 
great  expenfes,  and  the  confequent  derangement  in 
the  finances  of  the  country,  than  if  fuch  an  invaiion 
had  really  taken  place.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of 
defending  the  country  againft  an  invaiion  by  two  re 
giments  of  artillery.  The  militia,  he  faid,  would  be 
the  proper  defence  in  fuch  a  cafe  ;  but,  he  trailed,  the 
Commiffioners  appointed  for  the  purpofe  would 
fpeedily  fettle  all  differences  betwixt  the  two  coun 
tries  *. 

Mr.  Brooks  faid,  if  he  believed  there  was  no  dan 
ger,  he  fhould  agree  with  gentlemen  that  there  would 
be  no  occaiion  for  thefe  men  ;  but  thinking  our  fitu- 
ation  in  no  degree  improved  by  the  late  events  in 
Europe,  he  fhould  vote  for  railing  the  propofed  re 
giment.  The  objection  of  expenfe  would  go  againft 
every  meafure.  As  there  was  no  certainty  of  our 
Ambafladors  being  able  to  fettle  our  difpute  with 


*  Accuftomed  as  I  am  to  the  nonfenfical  babble  of  this  (on  of  an 
Englifh  petitioner,  I  cannot  help  expreffing  fume  aftonilhment  at 
the  above-quoted  fpeech.  All  that  he  fays  at  all  times  is  marked 
with  imbecility,  but  here  he  has  outdone  himfelf:  this  fpeech 
might  ferve  as  a  foil  to  thofe  of  the  Rutherfords,  the  M*Dovvells, 
ami  the  Lyons. 

The  firft  afTertion  is,  that  an  increafe  of  the  artillery  "  'will  in- 
crcafe  the  danger  'which it  iiiplJbedtQ avoid"  He  immediately  after 
ftates  that  this  danger  is,  an  attack  from  a  foreign  nation,  which  he 
fays  will  be  increafed  by  adding  to  our  corps  of  artillery,  lecavfc 
that  addition  vj ill  augment  the  national  debt  !  Now,  if  this  be  fo,  the 
fitting  out  of  the  frigates,  the  confli  ucYmg  and  repairing  of  fortifi* 
cations,  and,  in  fhort,'  every  pollible  meafure  of  defence^  ivill  in- 
freafe  the  danger  of  an  attack ;  bccaufe  every  fuch  meafure  muft 
unqueflipnably  add  to  the  expenfes  and  debt  of  the  nation;  fo  that 
in  due  courfe  of  reafoning  we  are  to  conclude,  that  danger  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  nothing  but  debt;  and  that  prote6tion  is  to 
be  found  no  where  but  in  a  full  purfe.  From  the  importunities 
of  a  dun,  or  the  claws  of  a  conftable,  I  grant  you,  Mr.  Swanwick, 
that  money  is  the  only  effectual  menus  of  deliverance  ;  but,  Sir, 
tyhen  you  fpout  in  public  you  mould  forget  -private  affairs. 

o  2  France, 
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France,  they  ought,  he  faid,  like  "  wife  men,  to 
forefee  and  prevent  the  evil."  He  was  afraid  gen 
tlemen  were  got  into  a  profound  Jleep,  and  would  not 
wake  till  it  was  too  late. 

Mr.  Giles  was  not  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that  becaufe  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  War  had  recommended  the  railing  of 
thefe  men,  they  fhould  adopt  the  plan ;  indeed  the 
Senate  propofed  to  raife  only  half  of  what  the  Se 
cretary  recommended.  He  trufted  they  fhould  think 
for  themfelves.  He  did  not  think  the  flrength  of  the 
country  depended  on  four  thoufand  artillery  ;  he 
looked  upon  military  eftablifhments  as  a  fort  offafli- 
t'wusftrength,  but  upon  the  militia  as  the  realftrength 
of  the  nation*.  He  thought  the  expenfe  a  ferious 

*  "  The  militia  is  the  real  flrength  of  the  country."  This  is 
the  eternal  cry  of  the  oppofition,  and  it  would  be  in  ibme  meafure 
excufable  in  a  country  which  was  without  dear-bought  experience 
on  the  fubject.  A  militia  is  good  for  nothing  until  long  kept  em 
bodied,  and  under  a-s  ftricl  discipline  as  regulars  are  kept ;  and 
in  this,  where  the  commanders  are  appointed  by  the  commanded, 
they  will  be  found  worie  than  nothing.  The  objection  to  the 
addition  to.  the  corps  of  artillery  is  founded  on  its  expenfe;  but 
the  militia,  if  held  embodied,  will  coil  forty  times  as  much;;  and  if 
not  held  embodied,'  it. will  exift  only  in  name.  When  I  hear  the 
Houfe  voting  eighty  thoufand  militia-men,  it  gives  me  no  more  idea 
of  additional  fee iirity  than  if  they  voted  eighty  thoufand  pebble- 
ftones.  1  hate  feather-bed  foldiers,  and  I  never  fee  them  without 
calling  to  mind  the  following  veifes  of  Dryden  : 

"  The  country  rings  around  with  loud  alarms, 

And  raw  in  fields  the  rude  militia  fwarms, 

Mouths  without  hands,  maintained  at  vaft  expenfe, 

In  peace  a  charge,  in  war  a  weak  defence  ; 

Stout  once  a  month,  they  march  a  blufl'ring  band, 

And  ever,  but  in  tunes  of  need,  at  hand  ; 

Of  feeming  arms  they  make  a  fhort  eflay, 

Then  hhften  to  be  drunk,  the  bufinefs  of  the  day." 
This  is  the  picture  of  the  American  militia.  Such  they  ever 
have  been,  and  ever  will  be  under  the  prefent  regulations ;  and 
whoever  trufls  to  them  alone  for  defence  will  foon  find,  if  attacked, 
that  the  name  of  foldler  is  of  little  ufe  againft  the  arms  of  foldiers 
ia  reality. 

objccT:. 
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object.  It  appeared,  oar  eftahlifhment  bad  already 
coft  us  eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  he  could  not 
fee  where  they  had  done  fervice  to  that  amount ;  he 
therefore  thought  it  a  lad  bar  gam*. 

The  gentleman  from  New-York  had  charged 
the  Houfe  with  being  aflecp.  He  believed  that 
could  not  be  the  cafe,  as  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  indeed  to  Jleep  where  he  was.  It  had  been 
faid  additional  revenue  would  be  wanted,  whether 
this  bill  paffed  or  not.  Suppofe  this  were  fo,  it 
was  furely  no  reafon  for  palling  a  bill  which  might 
be  thought  neceffary. 

After  a  little  further  debate,  the  Committee  rofe, 
and  the  Houfe  rejected  the  bill  altogether,  57  to  49. 

Allegiance  and  Expatriation. — Wednefday,  June 
21.  The  Reprefentatives  took  up  the  bill  "for 
"  preventing  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
"  entering  into  the  fervice  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
"  ftatef." 

Mr. 


*  Farmer  Giles  thinks  the  ftanding  army  of  the  United  States  a 
lad  bargain,  becaufe  it  has  coft  the  country  eight  millions  of  dol 
lars  in  the  courfe  of  eight  years.  Let  us  fee  :  the  Farmer  has  been 
in  Congrefs  about  the  fame  fpaceoftime,  and  fuppofing  him  to 
have  been  in  aftual  fervice,  upon  an  average,  fix  months  in  a 
year,  he  has  coft  the  country  eight  tboufand  feven  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars.  Which  is  the  worft  bargain^  the  Farmer  or  the 
army  ? 

f  The  reader  will  recollect  that  numerous  proofs  have  been 
received  of  American's  having  not  only  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
France,  but  of  their  having  fitted  out  privateers,  in  feveral  ports 
of  France  and  her  foreign  dominions,  for  cruifing  againft  the 
commerce  of  their  country.  Some  of  thefe  fcoundrels  had  re 
turned  home  to  America,  had  purchafed  eflates  with  the  riches 
thus  infamously  acquired,  and  had  fet  at  defiance  the  perfons 
whom  they  had  robbed  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  Captain  Barmy* 
who  was  now  become  the  Commodore  of  two  French  frigates,  had 
brought  thefe  frigates  into  the  very  harbour  of  Norfolk,  after 
having  captured  feveral  American  vefTels  on  the  coaft.  Such  a 

o  3  contempt 
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Mr.  Coif  moved  to  flrike  out  the  iixth  feclion, 
which  was  in  the  following  words :  • 

"  And  whereas,  for  the  due  execution  of  this 
ft  and  other  laws  tending  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
"  public  welfare,  it  is  expedient  to  define  and  af- 
4C  certain  the  mode  in  which  a  citizen  may  difiblve 
"  the  ties  of  citizenfhip,  and  become  an  alien  ;  he 
*c  it  further  enacled,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
"  States,  whether  native  or  adopted,  fhall  be 
"  deemed  citizens  thereof,  until  they  relinquifh  that 
€c  character  in  manner  hereinafter  provided,  that 
"  is  to  fay ;  whenfoever  any  citizen  of  the  United 
"  States  (hall,  by  deed  in  writing,  under  his  hand 
**  and  feal,  executed  in  the  prelence  of,  and  fub- 
|C  (bribed  by  two  or  more  witneffes,  and  by  at  leaft 
*'  two  of  the  fubfcribing  witnefles  proved  before  the 
"  fupreme,  fu  peri  or,  diftridt,  or  circuit  court,  of 
if  fome  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the  territories  north- 
4<  weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  or  before  a  circuit  or 
"  diftricl  court  of  the  United  States,  within  the 
€(  jurifdi&ion  of  which  court  he  fhall  then  be  refi- 
"  dent,  or  by  open  verbal  declaration,  made  and 
"  recorded  in  either  of  the  courts  aforefaid,  declare 
(C  that  he  abfolutely  and  entirely  renounces  all 
*'  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  United  States,  and 
"  to  every  of  them,  and  ihall  forthwith  depart  out 
sf  of  the  territorial  limits  thereof;  every  fuch  perfon, 
"  from  the  time  of  his  departure,  fhall  be  con- 
<c  lidered  expatriated,  and  for  ever  thereafter  lliall 
<c  be  deemed  an  alien,  in  like  manner  and  to  all 
"  intents  as  if  he  had  never  been  a  citizen  :  Pro- 
"  vided  always,  that  he  fhall  not  enter  into  the 


contempt  did  he  entertain  for  the  Government,  and  for  his  coun 
trymen  in  general,  that  he  came  by  land  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  had  the  audacity  frequently  to  attend  the  debates  of  Congrefs, 
drefTed  in  his  French  naval  uniform  !  It  was  to  put  a  ftop  to  this 
45 graceful  and  growing  evil,  that  the  prefent  bill  was  brought  in. 

"  military 
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cc  military  or  naval  fervice  of  a  foreign  nation,  or 
cc  become  the  owner  or  part  owner  of  any  foreign 
"  privateer  or  letter  of  marque,  within  one  year  of 
"  his  departure  from  the  United  States  ;  and  if  any 
<c  fuch  perfon  fhall  enter  the  military  or  naval  fer- 
"  vice  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  become  the  owner 
"  or  part  owner  of  any  foreign  privateer  or  letter 
"  of  marque,  within  the  fpace  of  one  year  from 
"  the  time  of  his  departure  from  the  United 
"  States,  he  lhall  be  liable  to  all  the  pains  and 
*'  penalties  to  which  he  would  have  been  fub- 
*(  jedl  for  the  like  conduct  if  he  had  continued  a 
"  citizen." 

Mr.  Sewall  hoped  it  would  be  ftruck  out.  In 
every  country  in  the  world  where  civil  fociety  was 
eltablimed,  the  citizens  of  that  fociety  owed  a  certain 
duty  to  their  Government  which  they  could  not 
readily  get  clear  of;  but  they  were  about  to  efta- 
blifh  a  principle,  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  citiaens 
of  the  United  States,  at  their  will,  and  without  any 
pretence,  to  fay  they  would  be  no  longer  fubject  to 
this  Government ;  and  this  at  a  moment  of  danger, 
when  citizens  of  other  countries  might  be  called 
home  from  this  country.  He  thought  this  would 
be  extremely  wrong ;  it  would  be  giving  an  oppor 
tunity  for  infult  to  our  courts  and  country;  and  he 
was  fure  no  nation  would  fhow  us  fo  much  com- 
plaifance  in  return  *. 

Mr.  Claiborne  thought  it  no  more  binding  for 
citizens  born  in  the  United  States,  to  continue 
citizens  of  the  United  States  than  it  was  for  a 


*Obferve,  however,  that  this  dangerous  principle  muft  be 
eftablifhed  by  America,  before  (he  can  have  any  pretenfions  to  the 
rrght  of  protecting  Britifli  feamen  againft  the  preis-warrants  of 
ihe  Britjfh  Government. 

o-  4  Roman 
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Roman  Catholic  or  Proteitant  to  continue  of  that 
opinion,  when  he  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  and 
could  judge  for  himfelf.  He.  iniifted  upon  it,  men 
had  a  natural  right  to  choofe  under  what  govern 
ment  they  would  live :  and  they  had  no  reafon  *o 
fear  our  citizens  leaving  us  whilft  our  government 
was  well  executed.  He  did  not  wiih  citizens  of  the 
.United  States  to  be  in  the  iituation  of  fubjedls  of 
Great  Britain,  who,  though  they  had  left  the  coun 
try  forty  years  ago,  were  liable  to  be  conlidere4  as 
fubjects  of  that  government.  He  trufted  the  rights 
of  man  would  not  thus  be  infringed,  but  that  they 
ihould  allow  the  right  of  expatriation  unclogged. 
He  faid  there  was  a  great  difference  between  the 
two  cafes  which  the  gentleman  had  ftated.  A  man 
born  and  educated  in  a  country  certainly  owed  it 
obligations  which  were  not  to  be  fhaken  off  the 
moment  he  chofe  to  do  fo.  The  different  focieties 
of  the  world,  he  faid,  were  like  fo  many  families 
independent  of  each  other;  and  what  family,  he 
afked,  would  luffer  any  of  its  members  to  leave  it, 
and  go  into  another,  when  he  pleafed  ?  He  thought 
it  unreafonable  that  it  fhould  be  fo. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  al 
legiance  was  derived  from  Great  Britain,  which, 
-though  it  might  be  good  in  theory,  was  not  fo  in 
practice.  They  had  departed  from  many  doctrines 
derived  from  that  country,  and  the  time  was  come, 
he  believed,  for  departing  from  this.  The  idea  of 
.a  man  being  compelled  to  live  in  this  country,  con 
trary  to  his  will,  feerned  to  be  repugnant  to  our 
ideas  of  liberty.  He  thought  when  a  man  was  fo 
difgufted  with  the  "country,'  as  to  refclve  to  leave  it, 
for  the  purpofe  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  another 
country,  he  ihould  be  at  liberty  to  do  fo,  on  his 
complying  with  certain  formalities,  and  ihould  never 
again  be  readmitted.  It  was  upon  this  principle 

that 
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that  this  fection  was  founded,   and  he  thought    it 
valuable  *. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  was  forry  that  the  Committee  who 
had  reported  this  bill,  had  thought  it  necefTary  to 
report  the  6th  and  yth  Icclions.  The  doctrine  of 
expatriation  on  one  hand,  and  perpetual  allegiance 
on  the  other,  were  iubjecls  they  had  all  heard  much 
about ;  but  expatriation,  under  limitation  and  re- 
itraint,  was  a  new  bufinefs.  From  its  novelty  it 
became  doubtful.  This  being  the  cafe,  he  wifhed 
the  fubject  had  been  deferred  to  an  ordinary  lellion  ; 
particularly  as  it  appeared  to  be  no  more  connected 
with  other  parts  of  the  bill,  than  with  many  other 
laws  now  extant.  li  we  were  to  have  a  law  on  this 
Hi bj eel,  he  fhould  wifli  to  have  it  in  a  feparate  bill. 
For  his  part,  he  could  not  fee  how  the  Committee 
could  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  a  part  of  their  duty 
to  report  thefe  feclions ;  if  he  had  thought  it  had, 
he  fhould  not  have  voted  for  appointing  a  Com 
mittee  on  the  occaiion.  Gentlemen  advocating 
thefe  claufes,  fay  they  would  not  allow  of  expatria 
tion  in  time  of  war.  He  would  go  further  and  fay, 
ke  would  not  allow  of  it  when  there  was  a  profpect 
of  war  ;  for  it  would  be  idle  to  prohibit  it  in  one 
cafe,  and  not  in  the  other.  He  then  afked,  if  this 
was  not  the  very  ftate  in  which  we  now  were  ?  If 
it  were,  why  pafs  fuch  a  bill  at  this  time,  when  it 
could  not  go  into  operation  ?  He  thought  this  a 


*  It  will  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  W.  Smith  would  have  been  the 
laft  man  in  the  world  to  fupport  this  bill,  had  he  not  known  that 
it  was  impojjible  to  obtain  a  law  recognijing  the  doftrine  of  perpetual 
allegiance.  Knowing  that  this  could  not  be  done,  he  wifhed  the 
bill  to  fucceed,  that  there  might  be  fome  little  check  to  the  evil 
of  transferring  allegiance^  by  which  France  was  daily  manning  fliips 
of  war  and  privateers.  But.  Mr.  SctvaH,  Mr.  N.  Smith,  and 
many  other  members,  who  alfo  wiflied  to  put  a  flop  to  the  imme 
diate  evil,  were  not  willing  to  do  it,  however,  by  eflablifliing  a 
principle  that  would  for  ever  prevent  a  law  of  perpetual  allegiance. 

good 
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good  reafbn  for  rejecting  thefe  claufes.  There  was 
a  mutual  obligation,  Mr.  S.  faid,  between  a  govern  - 
inent  and  all  its  citizens.  The  government  owed 
protection  to  its  citizens,  and  citizens  owed  obe 
dience  to  their  government.  Thefe  duties  were 
mutual  and  co-extenlive  ;  and  they  might  as  well  fay 
that  government  could  abandon  its  citizens  when  it 
pleafed,  as  that  citizens  could  defert  their  govern 
ment  when  they  pleafed ;  yet  Tie  would  allow  that 
government  might  ^  on  certain  occafions>  legalize  ex* 
fatriation^  but  not  on  tlie  ground  of  a  citizens  having 
a  right  to  expatriate  when  he  pleafed.  He  fhould 
have  no  objection  to  take  up  the  fubjedt  at  a  time 
when  they  could  do  julHce  to  it,  but  he  thought 
the  prefcnt  was  not  that  time  *. 

The  queftion  for  finking  out  the  6th  feclion  was 
put  and  carried,  54  to  41.  The  yth  fec!ion,  which 
was  as  follows,  fell  of  courfe: 

"  That  all  perfons  who  fhall  exercife  the  right 
of  expatriation,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  fhall  be  and  are  hereby  prohibited  from 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  ever 
hereafter." 

Mr.  Harper  propofed  an  amendment,  which  was 
intended  to  introduce  a  new  principle.  As  the  bill 
HOWT  flood,  no  perfon  could  go  into  foreign  fervice 
without  incurring  the  penalties  therein  provided; 
but  he  believed  there  might  be  cafes  where  it  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  this  country  to  allow  perfons 
to  go  into  foreign  fervice.  He  therefore  wifhed  to 
Itrike  out  the  words  "  the  limit  of  the  fame,"  to 
introduce  thofe  of  cc  without  having  firfl  obtained 
leave  from  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States/' 


*  This  fpeech  of  Mr.  N.  Smith  is  worth  attention ;  and  it 
flionkl  be  remembered  that  a  very  great  majority  of  the  found  part 
of  the  Houfe  were  of  his  opinion. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Day  ten  (the  Speaker)  moved  to  ftrike  out  the 
words  moved  to  be  {truck  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  S.  Carolina,  with  the  addition  of  the  word, 
"  without/'  As  the  bill  flood,  he  faid,  there  was 
a  provision  againft  citizens  who  accepted  and  ex- 
ercifed  a  commiflion  within  or  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States ;  but  none  againft  thofe  who 
accepted  it  within,  and  exercifed  it  without  the 
limits.  He  was  againft  lodging  the  power  propofed 
in  the  Prefident,  for  reafons  affigned  by  the  gentle 
man  from  Virginia.  Nor  did  he  think  it  would  be 
attended  with  advantage  for  our  citizens  to  go 
abroad  to  learn  what  could  not  be  learnt  at  home ; 
he  believed,  if  fo,  they  would  learn  more  vice  than 
virtue,  and  bring  home  a  greater  portion  of  evil 
tli  an  good. 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  Mr.  Harper  and 
Mr.  Sew  all,  the  queftion  on  the  amendment  was 
negatived,  44  to  39. 

Mr.  Dayton  hoped  fome  remedy  would  be  applied 
to  the  evil  he^had  mentioned,  and  that  they  ihould 
not  report  fo  imperfe6t  a  bill. 

Mr.  Sewall  fuggedcd  a  way  in  which  it  mjght  be 
remedied  in  the  Houfe.  The  Committee  accord 
ingly  rofe,  and  the  Houfe  took  up  the  amendments. 
Having  come  to  that  for  ilriking  out  the  6th  and 
7th  feciions, 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  avoided  taking  up  this  fubject  at  prefent 
— but,  having  taken  it  up,  if  the  bill  patted  at  all, 
he  believed  it  had  better  pafs  with  fome  fuch  regu 
lations  as  the  prefent.  As  to  the  doctrine  of  per 
petual  allegiance,  he  did  not  think  it  could  find 
many  advocates  in  this  country.  It  would,  indeed, 
be  difhonourablc  for  us  to  hold  out  fuch  a  doctrine, 
after  inviting  people  to  come  here  in  crowds  from  fo 
reign  countries  *.  This  doctrine,  he  faid,  would 


*  Aye,  therers  the  rub. 

affect: 
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afFecl  a  third  or  a  fourth  of  the  whole  people  of 
this  country.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  right  of 
expatriation  ought,  at  leafr,  to  be  confirmed  here, 
as  an  example  to  of  her  countries  *. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith,  in  anfwer  to  his  colleague,  pro- 
clured  the  cafe  of  Talbot,  and  the  opinion  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  by  the  Judiciary  Court, 
on  that  occafion,  in  favour  of  the  right  of  expa 
triation. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  in 
the  minds  ot  Americans  on  the  fubiecl:  of  expa 
triation.  Indeed,  he  faid,  this  was  the  foundation 
of  our  revolution ;  for  they  were  not  now,  he 
iaid,  to  be  told  they  owed  allegiance  to  a  foreign 
country.  It  had  not  only  been  the  ground  of  the 
revolution,  but  all  their  ads  had  been  predicated 
upon  this  principle.  He  referred  to  the  acl:  re- 
fpecling  the  rights  of  naturalization,  which  makes 
every  new  citizen  fwear  to  fupport  the  conflitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  renounce  all  other  al 
legiance. 

Mr.  Sew  all  infilled  upon  the  policy  of  preventing 
the  renunciation  of  allegiance,  without  control. 
The  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  he  faid,  had 
dijjolved  our  allegiance  to  that  country,  by  acknow 
ledging  our  'independence  ~}~. 

Mr.  Thatcher  did  .not  think  the  principle  was  fo 
important  as  it  had  been,  conlidered.  The  great 
emigrations  which  we  every  day  faw  to  this  conn- 
try,  might  quiet  their  apprehenfions  of  many  going 
from  it.  He  did  not  think  one  man  a-year  would 


*  And  what  nation,  does  he  imagine,  would  be  ftupid  enough 
to  'follow  this  example  ? 

f  This  is  a  complete  anfwer  to  Giles's  quibble,  and  it  is,  in 
deed,  the  only  tenable  ground.  It  is  the  only  good  title  that 
Americans  plead.  To  plead  any  other  right  to  a  transfer  of  their 
allegiance,  is  to  fet  up  a  dangerous  principle,  is  to  fet  up  the 
right  of  defcrtlon^  treafon^  and  rebellion. 

i  take 
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take  advantage  of  the  expatriation  claufe,  for  fifty 
years  to  come,  which  could  be  no  great  object, 
efpecially  when  it  was  confidered  that  thefe  would 
probably  be  the  leaft  valuable  of  our  citizens. 

Mr.  Otis  faid,  that  when  this  bill  was  firfl  re 
ported,  thefe  claufes  {truck  him  unfavourably  ;  but 
a  little  reflection  had  convinced  him  of  the  pro 
priety  of  retaining  them. — The  pairing  of  this  pro- 
vifion,  he  faid,  would  not  affect  the  conftitutional 
right  with  refpecl:  to  expatriation,  wherever  it 
might  be.  This  bill  did  not  relate  to  perfons  emi 
grating  into  the  Spanifh  or  Englifh.  territories,  but 
to  .perfons  expatriating  themfelves,  and  engaging  in 
the  fervice  of  foreign  countries. 

The  queftion  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  to  reject  the  lixth  and 
feventh  fections  of  the  bill,  was  taken  and  lofl ; 

57  to  34- 

All  the  amendments  having  been  gone  through, 
Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  poftpone  the  further  conii- 
deration  of  the  bill  till  the  firjl  Monday  in  November  j 
which  was  carried,  52  to  44  *. 

Naval  Armament. — Thurfday^  June  22.  The 
order  of  the  day  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
was  the  bill  for  "  providing  a  naval  armament." 

*  Thus  the  whole  bill  received  the  go-by. — It  was  beft ;  for 
the  Houfe  was  gotten  upon  the  moll  ticklifh  ground  that  ever  an 
American  Legislature  walked  over.  PASS  THE  BILL,  and  you 
eftabiifli,  by  law,  the  dangerous  and  deflructive  right  of  tranf- 
fcrring  allegiance  ;  you  acid,  indifference  for  one's  country,  ingraft" 
iude^  and  even  treafon  to  the  rights  of  man. — REJECT  THE  BILL, 
and  you  tell  the  world  that,  though  you  are  determined  to  make 
all  naturalized  citizens  forfwear  their  allegiance  to  other  flares, 
you  are  refolved  to  preferve  the  allegiance  of  your  own  ;  and 
that,  though  you  plead  your  right  to  the  feamen  of  Great  Britain, 
who  are  in  your  fervice,  >ou  are  refolved  no  nation  ihal]  ever 
plead  any  fuch  right  to  yours. 
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Mr.  Giles  moved  to  introduce  a  feclion,  to  pre-< 
vent  the  Prefident  from  employing  the  three  frigates 
as  convoys  to  foreign  ports,  inttead  of  the  feeiion 
which  now  authorized  him  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Parker  thought  it  would  be  highly  impro 
per  in  them  to  diclate  to  the  Prefident  how  lie 
fhould  ufe  thefe  vefTels.  He  wifhed  that  to  reft  on 
the  broad  ban's  of  the  Prelident's  refponlibility,  and 
would,  therefore,  agree  to  ftrike  out  the  feclion  al 
together. 

Mr.  Giles  afked,  whether  to  afcertain  the  object 
upon  which  thefe  veffels  fhould  be  employed,  was 
a  legiflative  or  an  executive  acl  ?  It  was  certainly 
legiflative.  They  ought  to  fay  to  the  Prefident — » 
"  Here  is  the  force,  and  there  is  the  object  *."  It 
was  faid,  they  had  already  given  an  opinioh  to  the 
Prefident,  with  refpecl  to  the  difputed  articles  in  the 
French  treaty  :  he  now  wiihed  a  law  to  be  palled  in 
conformity  to  that  opinion.  They  were  often 
charged,  Mr.  Giles  faid,  with  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Prefident.  He  was  free  to  own  he  had  not 
much  confidence  in  the  frefent  Prefident.  His  fpeech 
at  the  opening  of  the  fellion  had  deflroyed  all  his 
confidence  :  but,  however  high  their  opinion  might 
be  of  the  Executive,  they  ought  not  to  lodge  impro 
per  powers  in  his  hands  ^, 

The 


*  What  a  pretty  "  Executive  /"  It  is  a  mere  farce,  then,  to 
talk  about  the  power  of  the  Prejldent.  Giles  would  treat  him 
juft  like  a  fubaltern  officer.  There  is  a  galley  for  you  ;  go  and  take 
that  privateer  if  you  can.  "  Here  is  the  force,  and- there  is  the 
object."  What  pretty  work  fuch  an  Executive  would  ibon 
make  in  Great  Britain  ! 

f  There  was  a  highwayman,  who,  when  about  to  receive  len- 
tence  of  death,  wanted  to  Avear  the  peace  againft  the  Judge,  for  he 
really  thought  be  bad  a  defign  upon  Ins  Ufe.  Of  this  nature  is  M. 
Giles's  fufpicion  of  the  Prefident.  His  ipeech  at  the  opening  of 
Congrefs  "  deflroyed  the  confidence"  of  the  Monfieur,  as  com 
pletely  as  the  exordium  of  the  Judge  "  deflroyed  the  coyfidene^- 
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The  queftion  for  finking  out  was  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

Mr.  Giles  then  moved  to  infert  the  feclion  before 
propofed,  to  confine  the  ufe  of  our  frigates  to  the 
prote&ion  of  our  coafls  and  commerce,  within  the 
jurifdittion  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  they  had  been  called  together, 
becaufe  the  French  had  committed  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  and  refufed  to  receive  our  Minifter. 
He  took  notice  of  the  different  acls  which  they  had 
pailed  tliis  feffion,  till  he  came  to  this,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  if  our  veffels  went  out  to  fea,  would 
lead  to  war,  and  therefore  he  wifhed  to  have  them 
limited.  When  our  Commiffioners  arrive  in 
France,  faid  he,  the  French  Directory  will  afk, 
te  For  what  are  you  arming  ?  Your  Congrefs  has 
c<  been  called  together  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
*?  taking  meafures  againfl  us."  They  would  add, 
?'  Dijarm,  or  we  will  not  treat  with  you" 

Mr.  Brookes  was  furprifed  to  hear  a  gentleman 
declare  that  we  were  brought  to  fuch  a  iituation 
that  we  could  not  take  up  arms  in  our  own  defence, 
without  offending  a  foreign  nation.  He  was  the 
more  affected  at  the  declaration,  becaufe  it  came 
from  an  American  foldier.  u  Barras,"  fays  the  gen 
tleman,  "  will  fay  to  the  Commiffioners,  Go  home 
fc  and  lay  down  your  arms,  and  we  will  then  treat 
<c  with  you."  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
retract  this  humiliating  fentence  *. 

The 

of  the  poor  knight  of  the  poil  ;  and  the  lofs  of  confidence,  to  the 
fufpe£ted  parties,  is  much  about  the  fame  in  both  cafes. 

Mr.  Giles  is  happy  he  has  loft  nobody's  confidence,  for  he 
never  was  confided  in  by  any  body  but  his  "  adored"  people,  a 
few  of  the  outcaft  of  Virginia.  A  man  accuftomed  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  fraudulent  debtors,  was  \vell  calculated  to  defend  the  con 
duct  of  a  plundering  Republic. 

*  Never  did  this,  or  any  other  country,  witnefs  fo  humiliating 
4  fcene,  as  the  fitting  of  this  day.  A  bill  is  brought  in  for  em 
ploying 
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The  queftion  was  put  and  negatived,  52  to  44. — 
The  following  day,  the  bill  having  been  gone 
through,  Mr.  R.  Williams  propofed  to  amend  the 
iirft  feclion  of  the  bill,  by  adding,  after  empowering 
the  Prefident,  fhould  he  deem  it  expedient  to  caufe 
the  frigates  to  be  manned  and  employed,  "  pro- 
"  vided  they  lhall  not  be  employed  as  convoys/* 

Mr.  Giles  hoped  this  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to.  He  wifhed  to  define  the  objecl  for  which  thefe 
veffels  fhould  be  employed,  that  there  might  be  no 
milunderftanding  on  the  fubjecl:.  Mr.  G.  infifted 
that  the  French  nation  had  a  right  to  inquire  of 
our  Commiffioners  for  what  we  were  arming,  and 
if  this  amendment  were  agreed  to>  it  would  be  a 
lufficient  anfwer  *. 


ploying  veiTcls  in  defence  of  our  coafts,  and  a  member  propofes  to 
keep  thofe  veflels  within  gun-fhot  of  the  fhoie,  for  fear  of  offend* 
ing  the  enemy,  agalnjl  whofe  robberies  and  inj'ults  that  Jbore  is  to  be 
defended!  Another  is  afraid  that  arming  may  be  dangerous,  be- 
caufe  he  looks  upon  it  as  certain  that  the  enemy  will  order  us  to 
lay  dowa  our  arms,  before  they  'will  hear  our  complaints  I  HumN 
liated,  fallen,  degraded  flate  !  This  is  "  unconditional  fuljmijjion*9 
with  a  vengeance.  If  thefe  men  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the  peo 
ple,  I  would  fooner  be  a  Weft  India  negro,  than  a  citizen  of  Ame 
rica.  To  live  in  abfolute  bondage  is  no  difhonour :  there  have 
always  been  bondmen  ;  but  to  be  (laves  while  we  boaft  of  ouv 
freedom,  to  fuffer  our  necks  to  be  pinched  with  the  yoke,  till  we 
can  hardly  wheeze  out  our  vaunts  about  liberty  and  independence  ! 
this  is  a  Hate  to  be  envied  only  by  the  guilty  mifcreant  at  the 
bottom  of  his  dungeon. 

*  Farmer  Giles  '*  infilled  that  the  French  nation  had  a  right 
<{  to  alk  our  ComrnifTioners  for  what  <voe  were  arming,"  and, 
therefore,  he  wiihed  to  pafs  the  amendment,  by  way  of  anfwer  to 
this  modeft  queftion.  Bur,  pray,  Farmer,  would  it  not  have  been 
as  well  to  let  the  Commiffioners  frame  their  own  anfwer?  It  \% 
fomething  new,  I  believe,  to  prepare  and  to  publiih  an  anfwer 
to  a  queftion  that  has  riot  yet  been  afked.  The  French  have,  ac 
cording  to  the  doctrine  of  their  corrupted  faction  in  this  country, 
a  ri^ht  to  do  any  thing  and  every  thing,  while  independent  America 
has  a  right  to  do  nothing  at  all.  There  is  no  action  of  the  inferr 
nal  Jacobin  defpots,  which  has  not  been  jvftifcd^  even  within  the 
^valls  of  Congrefs;  and  yet,  in  this  ftate  of  things,  there  are  people 
J}upid  enough  to  believe  that  no  fort  of  danger  hangs  over  us. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  TV.  Smith  faid,  if  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  it  might  go  farther  than  it  was  meant  to 
go.  The  frigates  might  not  be  able  to  protect  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  at  all.  He  did  not  fup- 
pofe  they  would  he  employed  in  convoying  our 
yeflels  to  the  Welt  Indies;  but  if  this  provifioa 
palled,  it  would  not  be  poffible  for  them  to  protect 
our  trade  from  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware  to  the 
Capes  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  if  he  underftood  the  amend 
ment  to  go  to  the  length  which  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  reprefented  it  to  go,  he  fhould 
certainly  be  oppofed  to  it ;  but  he  believed  it  only 
went  to  prevent  the  frigates  from  being  employed 
as  convoys  to  foreign  ports.  Merchants,  he  faid, 
who  carried  on  a  fair  courfe  of  faade,  would  not  afk 
for  convoys ;  they  would  wifh  to  run  the  riik  and 
go  alone  ;  for,  if  they  went  under  convoy,  the  pro 
bability  would  be,  that,  from  a  number  of  velfels 
failing  together,  they  would  glut  any  market  to 
which  they  might  go,  and  confequently  lower  the 
price  of  their  cargoes;  but  merchants  who  wifhed 
to  go  into  rebel  ports,  would  wifh  to  be  convoyed  ; 
and  the  firrt  convoy  that  went  on  fuch  a  bufinefs, 
be  was  confident  would  produce  war  *. 

Mr.  Venable  laid,  from  what  fell  from  the  gen 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  fuppofed  he  would 
be  fatislied  with  a  fmall  amendment.  That  gen 
tleman  fuppofed  thajl  the  prcfent  amendment  would 
prevent  the  frigates  from  convoying  our  merchant- 
veffels  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  another. 
This  might  be  remedied,  by  adding,  "  to  any  fo- 
"  reign  port  or  place." 

*  I  cannot  help  reminding  the  reader  here,  that  it  will  be 
proved,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  that  the  veiFels  of  this  Samuel 
Smith  (who  is  a  great  merchant  at  Baltimore)  were,  at  this  very 
time,  quietly  failing  with  Fnncb  protections  in  the  pockets  of  his 
Captains !  Virtuous  republican  ! 

VOL.  vi.  j>  Mr. 


210  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  confented  to  make  this  a  part  of 
his  amendment,  which,  thus  modified,  was  now 
carried,  47  to  35. 

The  Committee  rofe,  and  the  Houfe  proceeded  to 
confider  the  amendments  ;  the  firfl  which  came 
under  confideration,  was  that  for  confining  the 
frigates  from  being  ufed  as  convoys. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  hoped  this  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  He  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  change 
of  fentiment  in  the  Houfe  lince  yefterday ;  he 
thought  it  was  then  the  opinion  that  they  ought  to 
provide  the  force,  and,  when  provided,  leave  it  to 
the  difpofal  of  the  Executive;  and  that  if  he  thought 
proper  to  employ  the  frigates  in  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  beyond  the  jurifdiclion  line,  he 
fhould  be  authorized  to  do  fo.  He  yet  entertained 
this  opinion.  It  was  a  little  extraordinary,  he  faid, 
that  thofe  gentlemen  who  had,  on  a  former  occalion, 
quoted  the  articles  of  the  armed  neutrality,  fhould 
forget  one  of  the  moft  important ;  he  meant  that 
which  fanclioned  the  right  of  convoying  their  trade 
in  time  of  peace,  to  protect  their  neutrality  againft 
the  aggrellions  of  belligerent  powers  ;  which  doc 
trine  had,  by  a  folemn  ac~t  of  her  Government, 
been  acquiefced  in  by  France.  This  being  the 
cafe,  and  feeing  that  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion, 
had  declared  his  opinion,  that  veflels  ought  to  be 
'provided  as  a  convoy  to  our  commerce,  and  know 
ing  no  principle  in  the  law  of  nations  to  the  con 
trary,  he  was  furprifed  the  right  fhould  be  called  in 
queflion.  He  hoped  no  act  of  that  Houfe  would 
j unify  fuch  a  fentiment.  Another  glaring  incon- 
iiitency.  Gentlemen  admitted  that  the  frigates 
were  to  be  employed  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  our  commerce ;  but  he  afked  how  this  could  be 
effected,  if  they  were  not  to  be  employed  in  the  way 
of  convoys  ?  He  did  not  mean  for  a  number  of 

fhips 
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{hips  together,  but  for  finale  veftcls.  But  it  was 
iaid  that  citizens  who  carried  on  an  honeft  trade, 
would  not  afk  a  convoy.  How  did  this  appear  ? 
If  there  had  been  none  fuch,  he  would  allow  that 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  a  convoy  or  naval  force  ; 
but,  if  there  had  been  aggre (lions-,  they  muft  have 
been  upon  the  foir  trade  of  this  country,  and  per- 
fons  employed  in  this  trade  were  entitled  to  protec 
tion.  Why,  he  afkcd,  were  they  always  told  of 
our  commerce  being  forced  into  the  rebel  ports  in 
the  Weil  Indies,  and  that  war  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  ?  Was  it  to  be  iuppofed  that  the  Prefident 
would  wantonly  go  into  this  bufinefs.  He  hoped 
they  fhould  do  what  the  circum fiances  of  the  coun 
try  required,  and  not  profufely  lavilh  money  which 
could  anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  lince  the  injuries 
committed  within  our  jurifdiction,  compared  to 
thofe  fuftained  upon  the  high  feas,  were  not  worthy 
of  being  named. — If  any  protection  was  given, 
therefore,  it  fnould  be  extended  beyond  the  jurif 
diction  line.  But  it  was  faid  three  frigates  were  in 
competent  to  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  ;  but  they  might  be  competent  to 
protect  a  part  of  it ;  and  if  three  frigates  were  not 
effectual,  it  was  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  provide 
fuch  as  would  be  effectual.  But  if  this  force  would 
not  be  able  to  meet  the  naval  power  of  any 
European  country,  it  would  be  able  to  keep  off 
privateers  and  piccaroons,  and  therefore  be  of  fome 
iervice. 

Mr.  Swanwick  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to 
give  his  reafons  for  voting  againft  employing  the  fri 
gates  as  a  convoy  to  our  trade.  He  looked  upon  the 
force  as  wholly  inadequate.  But  it  was  faid  it  might 
be  brought  to  operate  in  part.  He  was,  however, 
afraid  that,  in  attempting  an  object  to  which  they  were 
not  equal,  they  might,  in  the  Weft  India  feas,  en 
danger  the  lofs  of  the  veflels  themfelves ;  for,  when 
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the  privateers  and  cruifers  in  thofe  Teas  learned  that 
\ve  had  frigates  out,  they  would  become  more  acrimo 
nious  than  ever  *. 

It  could  not,    he  faid,   be  fuppofed  that  the  pre- 
fent  war  in  Europe  could  be  of  long  duration,    nor 
could  it  be  expelled  that  we  fhould  be  competent, 
whilfl  it   lafied,    to  give  complete  protection  to  our 
commerce  ;  he  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  much- 
better   to  Intft  entirely  to  enfurance,  than  to  rilk  thefe 
vefTels  as  a  convoy  ;  and  if  the  trade  was  not  worth 
carrying  on,  after  having  paid  the  enfurance,  he  would 
give  it  up      He  wifhed  to  avoid  taking  any  meafure 
which  might  lead  to  war;  for,  if  that  were  to  take 
place,  we  fhould  fufTer  infinitely  more  than  we  now 
fuffer  from  any  depredations  committed  upon  our 
commerce.     Our  trade  in  the  Weft  Indies,   he  faid, 
was  in  fome  degree  protected  by  the  rival  interefis  of 
the  'contending  powers  in  thofe   leas.     They  had 
heard  (and  he  owned  it  was  with  no pleafant Jenfation 
he  heard  it)  that  our  yeffels  had  Jailed  under  Britijh  con 
voys  m  that  quarter-^  ;  fo  that  the  trade,  in  fome  de 
gree, 


*So  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  rafcally  pirates  in  a  good  humour, 
and  enfure  their  forbearance,  we  are  to  keep  our  frigates  within 
jgun-ihot  of  the  fhore  !  Why  then,  Monfieur  Swanwick,  in  the 
name  of  all  that's  crawling,  Iwindling,  and  treacherous,  why  did 
you  vote  for  the  appropriations  for  equipping  and  manning  thefe 
frigates,  if  you  thought  **  it  would  be  better  to  irufl  entirely  to  enfu- 
ranee,  than  r[/k  them  as  a  convoy  ?" 

The  lofs  of  one  of  our  frigates,  he  faid,  he  fhould  moft  fenjibly 
regret,  "  as  it  would  caft  a  damp  on  the  germ  of  our  navy."  You  arc 
no  farmer,  Monfieur,  or  you  would  have  known  that  moifturc  caft 
on  the  germ  of  any  thing  tends  to  make  it^r^w  and^0#r//&.  It 
rouft  be  confefTed  that  the  little  man,  filly  as  he  is,  has  fallen  upon 
a  certain  method  of  preferring  our  frigates  from  being  either  cap 
tured  or  beat.  If  they  never  go  out  of  the  reach  of  our  batteries, 
the  devil's  in  it  if  any  body  can  take  them.  However,  in  this 
cafe,  the  expenfe  of  guns  might  certainly  be  faved.  A  man  of  ilraw 
wants  nothing  better  than  a  dagger  of  lath. 

-f  Heat  this,  ye  gulls  of  merchants,  who  voted  him  into  Con- 
grefs,  and  acknowledge  that  he  treats  you  as  you  deferved  !  He  is  an 
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gree,  protected  itfelf  by  the  intereft  which  it  *  holds 
out  to  the  parties.  If  the  frigates  were  to  be  em 
ployed  as  convoys,  he  did  not  believe  the  rates  of  en- 
fii ranee  would  at  all  be  lowered  ;  for  he  did  not  find 
that  even  the  Britifh,  with  all  the  force  they  had  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  could  effectually  protect  their  mer 
chant- velfe  Is  a  gain  ft  the  French  privateers.  Befides, 
he  Ih  on  Id  look  upon  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  frigates  as 
a  very  unfortunate  occurrence  ;  it  would  caft  a  damp 
upon  the  germ  of  our  navy,  and  would  be  a  difcou- 
ragement  to  the  voting  of  any  more  money  for  that 
objecl.  This  he  fhould  nw/tfenftlly  regret.  The  fri 
gates  might  be  of  fome  ufe  in  the  protection  of  our 
c-oafts  and  jurifdidHon,  without  running  any  of  the 
riiks  which  he  thought  would  be  run  in  fending  them 
out  as  convoys.  Coming  from  a  large  commercial 
city,  as  he  did,  he  fhould  never  be  backward  in  his 
fupport  of  an  effectual  naval  eflablifhment ;  but,  for 
the  prefent,  he  thought  it  beft  to  keep  the  frigates 
about  our  coaft. 

Mr.  Gallatm  laid,  as  he  meant  to  vote  againft  the 
paffing  of  the  bill,  he  would  briefly  ftate  his  reafon 
for  doing  fo.  He  knew  only  of  two  arguments  in  fa 
vour  of  the  bill ;  the  firft,  that  it  was  neceffary  du 
ring  a  time  of  peace  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  navy  ; 
the  other  was,  that  the  frigates  being  built,  it  would 


F.nglifhman  !  His  father  was  a  penlioner  of  King  George ;  and  his 
.mother,  who  lives  under  his  roof,  and  vvhofe  Joaf  he  fhares,  now  is, 
I  believe,  a  penfionerof  the  fame  King  ;  yet  the  rancour  he  enter 
tains  againft  his  generous  Kin'g  and  country  is  fuch,  that  he  would 
rather  your  veflcls  were  to  the  very  lad  feized  and  condemned, 
your  failors  rotting  in  French  dungeons,  and  yourfelves  reduced 
to  his  own  miferahle  iituation,  than  that  you  mould  derive  protec 
tion  from  a  Britifh  Ihipofwar!  Yes,  we  know  that  you  "come 
"  from  a  large  commercial  city  "  and  all  the  world  knows  it  to  our 
mcune.  I  look  upon  this  bonft  as  a  premeditated  infult,  as  a  fpe- 
cies  of  defiance  to  the  people  of  property  in  this  city;  and  if  h  ^^ 
not  at  another  election  produce  the  proper  effect,  we  dcferve  to 
jt>e  yoked  by  pairs,  and  fold  like  cattle  at  the  market, 
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be  proper' to  man  them.  As  to  the  propriety  of  hav 
ing  a  navy,  he. did  not  mean  to  go  generally  into 
the  tubject  ;  but  he  would  make  a  few  obfervations 
as  to  our  fituation  for  engaging  in  an  eftabliihment 
of  this  kind.  Suppofe  that  navies  were  necefTary  in 
European  nations  to  increafe  their  power  or  to  pro- 
te<fl  their  commerce,  thefe  conilderations  did  not 
apply  to  our  prefent  circum fiances.  In  order  to  prove 
this,  it  was  only  neceffary  to  take  a  view  of  our  reve 
nue  and  the  expenfe  of  a  fleet.  The  amount  of  re 
venue  from  the  if!  of  April,  1796,  to  the  ifl  of  April, 
1797,  received  in  the  Trea fury,  was  7,400,000  dol 
lars  ;  a  fum  which  by  far  exceeded  that  of  any  former 
year  :  and  h^did  not  think  that  the  permanent  reve^ 
nue  of  the^United  States  could  be  well  expended 
beyond  that  fum.  For  indance,  he  did  not  think 
that  nine  millions  could  be  raifed  from  the  people 
without  oppreilion.  Indeed,  by  the  befl  calculations 
of  the  quantity  of  circulating  medium  in  the  coun 
try,  it  was  not  allowed  to  exceed  eight  millions  ;  and 
he  did  not  believe  that  any  nation  could  raife  a 
larger  fum  in  taxes  than  was  equal  to  the  amount  of 
their  circulating  fpecie.  He  fhould  therefore  vote 
againft  this  bill,  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  we  could 
raife  revenue  equal  to  the  expenfe  of  fupporting  a 
fleet;  for,  although  we  had  a  large  capital  in  land, 
we  had  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  circulating  medium  ; 
and  from  our  fcattered  iituation,  that  medium  cir 
culated  much  flower  than  in  fmaller  compact  coun 
tries  ;  and  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  quantity  of 
revenue  which  could  be  railed  depended  on  the 
amount  of  circulating  medium. 

Mr.  Giles  faid  he  fhoulci  vote  againft  the  paffing 
of  the  bill.  He  thought  a  navy  would  be  a  great 
evil  for  this  country.  Our  great  intereft  lay  in  the 
foil  ;  and  if  ever  the  vitals  of  the  country  were  to  be 
drawn  together  for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  our 

commerce 
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Commerce  on  the  fea,  he  fhould  greatly  lament  it. 
He  believed  the  defpotifm  of  nations  kepi  pace  ac 
cording  to  the  ratio  of  expenfe  oCthett  Government. 
He  was  forry  to  lay  that  he  was  more  and  more  con 
vinced  that  it  was  the  conflant  aim  of  fome  gentle 
men  in  that  Ho  life  to  increafe  the  expenfes  of  our 
Government.  The  propriety  of  eftahlilhing  a  navy 
had  fcarcely  been  ever  ferioufly  conficlered  ;  it  was 
firft  begun  under  an  alarm,  audit  had  been  continu 
ally  carried  on  by  the  fame  means.  Mr.  G.  adverted 
to  the  methods  employed  to  raife  men  by  preiiing  in 
all  countries  where  navies  are  eflablifhed  ;  and  in 
filled  that  navies  and  prefs-gangs  were  infeparable  ; 
for,  faid  he,  the  wages  of  feamen  are  now  thirty  dol 
lars  a  month,  and  when  men  are  wanted  for  the  fri 
gates,  the  price  will  doubtlefs  be  increafed,  and  the 
prefs-gang  muft  be  reforted  to,  or  the  navy  muft  be 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Harper  agreed  that  our  Government  depended 
upon  the  affections  of  the  people  for  its  fupport ;  but 
how  were  thefe  affections  to  be  gained  ?  It  was  by 
protecting  them  with  a  dignified,  enlarged,  and  con 
firmed  policy.  By  thefe  means  the  country  would 
become  firong  ;  and  if  the  people  faw  their  Go 
vernment,  from  the  paltry  idea  of  expenfe,  aban 
don  its  rights,  they  would  not  care  what  became  of 
it.  The  principles  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennfyl- 
vania  would  be  correct,  if  national  rights,  dignity, 
and  honour  could  be  fettled  by  counting-houfe  cal 
culations.  If  fo,  all  governments  might  be  aban 
doned;  no  public  meafure  could  be  carried  into  ef 
fect  :  fince  it  could  not  be  faid  of  any,  that  it  produced 
as  much  money  as  it  coft  ;  but  if  they  were  uieful  in 
protecting  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  country, 
they  were  Certainly  more  to  be  prized  than  money. 
He  denied  that  navies  in  every  country  were  fup- 
ported  by  prefs-gangs  ;  thofe  of  Holland,  Sweden, 
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Denmark,  France*,  and  Portugal,  were  fuppof ted 
without  impreffment ;  and  in  England,  a  very  fmall 
proportion  of  the  men  employed  on  board  their  fleet 
were  imprelfed.  It  was  only  on  fudden  emergencies 
that  this  practice  was  reforted  to.  All  that  would  he 
neceffary  in  this  country,  would  be,  to  give  fomevvhat 
higher  wages  than  the  Biitifh.  He  hoped,  therefore^ 
the  bill  would  pafs. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  the 
expenle  of  thefe  frigates  was  a  ufelefs  expenfe ;  he  did 
not  believe  a  cafe  could  happen,  except  within  our? 
own  jurifdiclion,  where  thefe  veffels  could  be  of  ad 
vantage  to  us  ;  but,  notwithftanding  this  was  his  opi 
nion,  he  fhould  vote  for  the  paffing  of  this  bill,  be- 
caufe  he  faw  the  fentiment  of  that  Houfe  and  of  the 
public  was  ftrongly  in  its  favour,  from  a  perfuafion 
that  the  meafure  was  necefTary,  and  that  the  thing 
woufd  be  a  continual  topic  of  difpute  until  it  was 
carried  into  effect.  He  was  willing,  therefore,  to  let 
the  veflels  go  to  fea,  believing  that  nothing  ihort  of 
aclual  experience  would  convince  the  fupporters  of 
this  meafure  that  it  was  ufelefs,  expeniive,  and  inju 
rious  ;  and  hoping  that,  after  one  year's  experience  of 
the  plaything,  finding  money  was  of  greater  value 
than  the  frigates,  all  parties  would  concur  in  the  re- 
linquifhing  it. 

Mr.  SmW/faid,  that  the  arguments  which  had  been 
ufed  againft  this  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade 
of  the  United  Slates,  went  to  iliovv  that  commerce 
was  ufelefs,  and  that  the  protection  of  it  would  be  ex- 
pen  five  beyond  any  profit  which  could  be  derived 
from  it ;  and  ibme  who  voted  for  the  palling  of  the  bill 
did  it  from  the  profefTed  motive  of  giving  the  thing  a 
trial,  that  it  might  afterwards  be  abandoned.  Gentle 
men  who  depend  upon  agriculture  for  every  thing, 

*  Mr.  Harper  was  certainly  joking  about  France.  They  have 
no  need  to  prefs  in  that  free  country,  where  the  whole  people  of  the 
country  are  in  a  {late  of  regnifition^  which  is  no  other  than  afhte  of 
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lie  faid,  heed  not  put  themfelves  to  the  expenfe  of 
protecting  the  commerce  of  the  country  ;  commerce 
was  able  to  protect  itfelf  if  they  would  only  fufFer  it 
to  do  fo.  Let  thofe  States  who  live  by  commerce  be; 
feparated  by  the  Confederacy — (Air.  Varnurn  wiihed 
to  know  if  this  was  in  order.)  Mr.  S.  went  on.  He 
had  in  his  eye  people  who  lived  by  commerce,  and 
he  could  not  underiland  that  they  lived  by  the  mere 
good  will  of  the  Union. — Let  them,  faid  he,  be  aban 
doned  :  but  let  it  be  done  before  they  arc  reduced  to 
poverty  and  wrctchednefs.  Their  collected  induftry 
and  poverty  were  equal  to  their  own  protection  ;  and 
let  other  parts  of  the  Confederacy  take  care  of  thern- 
ielves* 

After  fome  further  debate,  the  amendment  feftrain- 
ing  the  Prefident  from  employing  the  frigates  as  con 
voys,  was  put,  and  carried,  70  to  25.  The  bill  theii 
paffed. 

When,  however,  the  bill,  thus  haggled  and  mu 
tilated,  came  before  the  Senate,  they,  without  much 
hefitation,  fent  it  back  with  difdain.  This  furnifhed 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  French  faction  to 
endeavour  to  defeat  the  bill  altogether  ;  and,  there- 
tore,  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  no  fooner 
read,  than  Neit\  of  Virginia,  moved  to  poftpone  all 
further  confideratiori  of  the  fubject  to  the  iirfi:  Mon 
day  in  November. 

This  motion  having  been  rejected,  the  amend 
ments  were  taken  up,  beginning  with  the  principal 
one,  viz.  that  refpect ing  convoys.  The  Senate  would 
not  agree  to  prohibit  the  Prefident  from  employing 
the  frigates  as  convoys.  Nicholas  moved  that  the 
Houfe  iliould  Injift ;  and  his  motion  was  loii  but  by  one 
vote.  A  motion  was  then  made  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe  to  recede  ;  but  this  was  loft  allb,  and  a 
middle  courfe  was  determined  on.  A  Committee 
was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Senate  on  the  fnb- 
je£t  of  the  difference  ;  the  re  full  of  which  conference 

was, 


GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

was,  the  Senate  agreed  to  recede  from  all  their  other 
amendments,  but  from  that  refpecling  convoys  they 
would  not  recede. 

The  bill  was  now  taken  up  for  the  lafl  time  in  the 
Houfe  of  Representatives';  and  after  very  ftrenuous 
on  the  part  of  the  French  to  defeat  it  altoge 
ther,  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  and  carried  (with  the  Se 
nate's  ameridment),  57  to  47  *. 

Spamjh  Affairs. — The  treaty  with  Spain,  which  was 
concluded  jufl  after  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  was 
n  le,  makes  provifion  for  the  mode  qf  fettling  the 
di^.'Luc  hich  had  longexiiied,  refpecling  the  boun- 
d;  y  line  between  the  territories  of  Spain  and  thofe 
of  UK  United  States.  There  is  no  doubt  but  this 
btiiinefs  would  have  been  fettled  very  amicably ;  but, 
after  [lie  treaty  was  made,  and  before  the  American 
G  p.miiffioner  went  off  in  order  to  run  the  line,  the 
poor  King  of  Spain  had  made  peace  with  France  ;  and 
it  was  doubt] cfs  by  the  order  of  the  villains  of  Paris, 
that  every  difficulty  was  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
American  Commiflioner. — The  following  reports  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  give  a  full  account  of  the  mat 
ter. 

Department  of  State,  June  10,  1797. 

The  Secretary  of  State  refpectfully  reports  to  the 
Preiident  of  the  United  States  the  fubftance  of  the 
information  received  the  8th  inft.  from  Andrew  Elli- 
cott,  Efq.  the  Commiflioner  of  the  United  States  ap 
pointed  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  their  ter 
ritory  and  his  Catholic  Majeily's  colonies  of  Eafl  and 
Well  Florida. 


*  If  any  proofs  were  wanting  of  the  exigence  of  a  French  fac- 
<  ,  of  the  exiftence  of  a  powerful  French  influence  in  America, 
L  i1  bates  on  this  bill  have  moft  amply  furnifhed  it.  If  the  French 
ckfpots  had  had  representatives  in  the  Congrefs,  they  could 
not  have  dif covered  more  zeal  in  their  caufe  than  was  difcovered  by 
nearly  one  half  of  the  members, 

Although 
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Although  Mr.  Ellicott  left  Philadelphia  in  Sep 
tember,  1796,  to  proceed  by  the  Ohio  and  Miiiiffippi 
rivers,  to  the  Natchez,  the  place  appointed  by  the 
treaty  with  Spain  ;  at  which  the  Commiflioners  of 
the  two  Governments  were  to  meet;  yet,  owing  to 
the  lownefs  of  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  he  did  not 
reach  its  mouth  until  the  1 9th  day  of  December  : 
two  days  after  which,  both  the  Ohio  and  Miffiflippi 
were  almoll  frozen  over.  On  the  2 1  ft  of  January 
the  ice  began  to  give  way,  and  their  ftore-boat  ar 
riving  on  the  28th,  they  proceeded  on  the3iftfor 
the  Natchez.  On  the  21  ft  February  Mr.  Ellicott 
received  a  letter  from  his  Catholic  Majefly's  Go 
vernor,  Gayofo  de  Lemos,  dated  at  the  Natchez  the 
j  7 th  February,  mentioning  the  information  he  had 
received  of  his  approaching, arrival,  attended  by  a 
military  guard  and  fome  woodfnaen ;  and  defiring 
that  the  troops  might  be  left  about  the  mouth  of 
Eayon  Pierre  ;  aligning  for  his  reafon,  that  thereby 
every  unforefeen  mifunderilanding  betweenthe  troops 
of  the  two  powers  would  be  prevented.  With  this 
requeft,  from  views  of  accommodation,  Mr.  Ellicott 
complied.  Bayon  Pierre  is  about  60  miles  above  the 
Natchez. 

On  the  -24th  February  Mr.  Ellicott  reached  the 
Natchez,  and  immediately  by  a  letter  acquainted 
Governor  Gayofo  of  his  arrival.  The  Governor  on 
the  fame  day  returned  an  anfwer.  The  day  follow 
ing  they  had  an  interview,  and  fixed  on  the  i9th  of 
March  to  proceed  down  the  river  to  Clarkfeville, 
near  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  line  would  com 
mence.  The  Monday  following,  February  27th, 
Mr.  Ellicott  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Caronde- 
let,  his  Catholic  Majefty's  Governor  General  of  Loui- 
fiana,  and  the  Commiffioner  named  by  the  Court  of 
Spain  for  afcertaining  the  boundary  line,  to  inform 
him  of  his  arrival  at  the  Natchez  as  the  Commiffioner 
of  the  United  States,  The  Baron's  anfwer3  dated 

March 
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March  ift,  was  received  the  qih ;  and  on  the 
day  Governor  Gayofo  waited  on  Mr.  Ellicott,  and 
informed  him  that  the  Baron,  in  confequence  of  in- 
terefting  concerns  below ,  had  declined  to  attend^  and 
that  the  whole  bufmefs  had  devolved  on  him.  Mr. 
Ellicott  exprefled  his  fat  is  faction,  becaufe  he  ex- 
peel  cd  that  he  (Governor  Gayofo)  would  be  imme 
diately  ready  to  proceed*  The  Governor  anfwered, 
"  No  time  fliall  be  loft  ;  but  I  fear  I  fhall  not  be 
ready  by  the  i9th  ;  and  although  the  Baron  declines 
acting  on  account  of  the  bufinefs  which  demands  his 
conftant  attention  at  Orleans,  he  is,  neverthclefs, 
delirous  of  having  an  interview  with  you  ;  and,  for 
that  purpofc,  has  ordered  a  galley  to  be  fitted  up  for 
your  ufe  and  accommodation  to  New-Orleans."--Mr, 
Ellicott  confidercd  that  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Spain  required  the  Commiflioners  for  running 
the  boundary  line  to  meet  at  Natchez ;  and  then, 
being  at  this  poft,  it  was  his  duty  to  remain  there 
until  the  Spanifh.  Comrniffioner  fhould  be  ready  to 
proceed  with  him  to  the  place  where  the  line  fhould 
commence  ;  and  therefore  he  declined  the  Baron's 
invitation. 

On  the  27th  February  Mr.  Ellicott  encamped  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  Natchez,  about  a  quar 
ter  of  a  mile  from  the  fort  occupied  by  the  Spanifll 
troops  ;  and  two  days  after  hoifted  the  flag  of  the 
United  States.  Upon  this  he  received  a  verbal  mef- 
fage  from  Governor  Gayofo,  by  his  Aid,  Major 
Minor,  defiring  the  flag  might  Jbe  taken  down  ; 
which  Mr.  Ellicot  declined  doing.  The  requeft 
was  not  lepeated.  Here  Mr.  Ellicott  began  his 
aftronornical  obfervations,  and  found  the  hill  on 
which  he  was  encamped,  to  be  in  latitude  31°  33' 
46",  or  about  39  miles  north  of  the  fouth  boundary 
of  the  United  States. 

In   this  lituation  Mr.  Ellicott  was  told  alarming 

ftories  about  the  unfavourable  difpofition  of  the  Ih- 
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dians,  under  an  idea  thai  ihe  United  States  were 
meditating  their  definition.  The  whole  fettlement 
was  for  fome  days  fwarming  with  them ;  and  they 
frequently  went  about  his  camp  with  drawn  knives. 
For  his  own  fafety,  he  frequently  ifTued  provifionsto 
them.  Thus  critically  circumflanced,  he,  on  the 
nth  of  March,  wrote  to  Governor  Gayofo  the  letter 
to  which  he  received  the  anfwer.  But  in  the  mean 
time  Mr.  Eliicott  had  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  com 
manding  officer  of  his  efcort  (confirming  of  only 
twenty-five  men),  which,  in  complaifance  to  the 
Governor's  firit  requefl,  he  had  left  lixty  miles  up 
the  river,  to  come  down  directly  to  the  Natchez. 
And  heing  determined  not  to  countermand  this  order, 
he,  on  the  I3th,  wrote  to  Governor  Gayofo  the  letter, 
propoling  Bacon's  Landing,  about  a  mile  below  his 
camp,  for  the  (ration  of  his  efcort ;  but  before  this 
letter  was  fent  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Go 
vernor,  who  undertook  to  prove  the  propriety  and 
neceflity  of  the  whole  party  from  the  United  States 
going  down  to  Clarke's  Place,  and  clofed  hisreafon- 
ing  by  obferving,  that  if  the  efcort  did  land  at  the 
Natchez  he  fhould  confider  it  as  an  infult  offered  to 
the  King  his  matter.  Mr.  Eliicott  then  telling  the 
Governor  that  he  fhould  fend  him  immediately  an 
anfwer  in  writing,  obferved,  that  the  defire  which 
was  conftantly  manifefied  to  draw  him  from  that 
place  (the  Natchez)  appeared  iingular,  as  it  was  de- 
lignated  in  the  late  treaty  between  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  United  States,  as  the  place  of  meeting 
fortheCommiffioners;  and,  therefore,  that  he  fhould 
reje6l  every  proportion  that  was  intended  to  draw 
him  from  his  prefent  iituation,  until  the  Commiffioncr 
and  Surveyor  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  bufinefs.  To  which  the 
Governor  replied,  "  Sir,  you  either  miftake  my 
"  meaning,  or  I  have  exprefled  myfelf  very  badly. 
"  I  do  not  want  you  to  leave  this  place,  but,  on  the 

"  contrary, 
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"  contrary,  I  am  deflrous  for  you  to  take  up  your 
*:  refidence  in  my  home'?  you  will  live  there  much 
"  more  comfortably  than  in  a  tent."  Mr.  Ellicott 
faid  that  his  tent  was  much  more  agreeable  than  a 
palace  ;  for  in  his  camp  he  enjoyed  an  independence 
characleriftic  of  the  nation  he  had  ihe  honour  to  re- 
prefent.  The  next  morning  Mr.  Ellicott  lent  his 
letter,  and  the  fame  day  received  the  Governor's 
anfwer,  expreffing  his  entire  fatisfacHon  with  Mr. 
Ellicotfs  fentiments,  as  uniformly  agreeing  with  his 
own,  in  every  thing  which  could  combine  the  mutual 
interefls  of  the  two  nations. 

The  evening  following,  March  15,  Mr.  Ellicott's 
efcort  arrived  at  the  Landing,  and  the  next  day  went 
down  to  the  place  he  had  propofed  for  their  flation. 

The  officer  of  the  efcort  having  found  in  the  fettle- 
xnent  a  number  of  deferters  from  the  American  army, 
took  them  up  :  this  occalioned  fome  verbal  commu 
nications  between  Governor  Gayofo  and  Mr.  Ellicott, 
the  former  deiiring  the  deferters  might  be  difmifled. 
Mr.  Ellicott  thereupon  propofed  this  arrangement  : 
that  fuch  deferters  from  the  army  of  the  United  States 
as  came  into  that  country,  and  took  the  protection 
of  the  Spanifh  Government  prior  to  the  time  fixed 
by  the  treaty  for  the  evacuation  of  the  pofis,  fhould, 
for  the  prefent,  remain  unmolefted  ;  but  that  fuch  as 
had  come  to  that  country  iince  that  time  fhould  be 
liable  to  be  taken  and  detained. 

About  the  time  Mr.  Eliicotfs  efcort  arrived,  the 
principal  part  of  the  artillery  was  taken  out  of  the 
fort  and  carried  to  the  Landing,  and  every  appearance 
made  of  a  fpeedy  evacuation;  but  on  the  2 id  of 
March  great  induilry  was  ufed  in  carrying  cannon 
back  to  the  fort,  which  were  immediately  remounted. 
This  gave  great  alarm  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  dif- 
tri6t,  who  generally  manifefted  a  deiire  of  being  de 
clared  fubjecls  of  the  United  States,  and  at  once  to. 
renounce  the  Spanifh  jurifdifiion.**  In  order  to  quiet 
i  the 
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the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  be  able  to  give 
them  fome  reafons  for  the  Governor's  conduct,  which 
now  began  to  be  .considered  as  hoftile  to  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Ellicott,  on  the  23d  of  March,  wrote  the 
letter  which  was  followed  by  a  note,  to  which  he 
received  the  Governor's  anfwer,  This  anfwer  con 
taining  information  that  the  important  buiinefsof  run 
ning  the  boundary  line  fhould  foon  be  commenced, 
and  an  aifurance  that  nothing  could  prevent  the  re 
ligious  compliance  with  the  treaty,  Mr.  Ellicott  ex- 
prefled  his  iatisfaclion  in  his  letter  to  the  Governor, 
No.  12. 

Jt  being  now  reported  that  the  American  troops 
would  be  down  in  a  few  days,  the  Governor  fent  by 
his  Aid,  to  Mr.  Ellicott,  an  open  letter  from  the  Go 
vernor  diredled  to  Captain  Pope,  who,  it  was  faid, 
commanded  thofe  troops,  informing  him  that  for 
fundry  reafons  it  would  be  proper  and  conducive  to 
the  harmony  of  the  two  nations,  for  himfelf  and  the 
detachment  under  his  command  to  remain  at  or  IK  .r 
the  place  where  the  letter  fhould  meet  him,  until 
the  pofls  ihould  be  evacuated  ;  and  as  every  prepa 
ration  was  making  for  that  purpofe,  the  delay  would 
be  but  a  few  days,  when  he  would  be  happy  to  fee 
him  at  the  Natchez.  This  propofal  to  Captain  Pope, 
the  Governor,  in  his  letter,  defired  Mr.  Ellicott  to 
fecond.  Upon  reading  the  letter  Mr.  Ellicott  obferv- 
ed  to  Major  Minor,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  join  in  the  Governor's  requeft  to  Captain  Pope,  as 
it  was  well  known  to  him  (Mr.  Ellicott),  that,  infteacl 
of  evacuating  the  polls,  they  were  making  them  more 
defensible.  However,  Mr.  Ellicott  faid  he  would 
write  a  letter  to  the  officer  commanding  the  detach 
ment,  and  requeued  Major  Minor  (as  he  was  to  be 
the  bearer  of  the  Governor's  letter  to  the  Walnut 
Hills)  to  take  charge  of  it ;  to  which  he  had  no  ob 
jection. 

On 
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On  the  28th  of  March  the  Governor  iffued  tha 
proclamation  bearing  the  date  of  March  2 9th,  and 
another  hearing  the  fame  elate,  with  the  avowed  ob 
ject  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but 
they  produced  a  contrary  eifecl.  As  foon  as  the 
Governor  difcovered  this,  he  requeued  two  gentlemen 
of  the  fettlement  to  inform  Mr.  Ellicott  that  he,  the 
Governor,  had  received  directions  from  the  General 
in  Chief,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  to  have  the  artil 
lery  and  military  ftores  expeditiouily  removed  from 
the  fbrtSj  which  were  immediately  to  be  given  up  to 
thelroops  of  the  United  States  upon  their  arrival. 
Great  pains  were  taken  to  inculcate  this  report  ;  but 
it  did  not  remove  fufpicions.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
obtain  a  dire6t  explanation,  Mr.  Ellicott,  on  the  31$: 
of  March,  wrote  to  the  Governor  the  letter,  enclo- 
fing  two  paragraphs  of  an  addrefs  he  had  received 
from  a  number  of  refpeclable  inhabitants  of  the  dii- 
tricl:.  The  Governor's  anfwer,  of  the  fame  date, 
confirmed  every  fufpicion,  as  it  contained  an  explicit 
declaration,  that  his  General  had  given  him  poiitive 
orders  to  fufpend  the  evacuation  of  the  pofts  until 
the  two  Governments  fhould  determine  whether  the 
works  were  to  be  left  Handing  or  to  be  demoliihed ; 
and  until,  by  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty,  the 
real  property  of  the  inhabitants  ihould  be  fecured, 
agreeably  to  his  proclamation,  in  which  the  Governor 
thought  proper  to  tell  the  inhabitants  that  negotia 
tions  were  on  foot  between  his  Catholic  Majefty  and 
the  United  States,  for  the  adjutfment  of  that  other 
matter.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  that  no 
iuch  negotiation  had  exifted,  and  that  this  is  the 
firft  time  that  thefe  objections  to  the  evacuation  of 
the  pofls  have  been  heard  of.  This  peremptory  de 
claration  of  Governor  Gayofo  requires  no  comment. 

Mr.  Ellicott  fays,  that,  with  the  exception  of  about 
eight  perfons,,  including  forae  officers,  all  the  inha^ 
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bitants  of  the  Natchez  diflricl  (\vitliin  the  limit  of 
the  United  States)  are  defirous  of  coming  under  their 
jurifdi&ion,  and  to  have  a  government  eitablilhed 
there,  ilmilar  to  that  north-weft  of  the  river  Ohio. 
My  inquiries  enable  me  to  add,  that  the  population 
amounts  to  nearly  four  thoufand  fouls. 

Mr.  Ellicott  further  informs  that  he  has  not  only 
reafon  to  believe,  but  is  certain,  that  many  grants  for 
lands  in  that  diflricl  have  been  given  out  by  the  of 
ficers  of  the  Government  of  Louisiana,  fince  the 
ratification  of  the  late  treaty,  and  that  their  furveyors 
are  now  executing  the  furveys. 

On  the  1 8th  of  April,  when  Mr.  Ellicott  was  fold 
ing  up  his  difpatches,  he  received  from  Governor 
Gayofo  the  letter  complaining  of  the  enlifimcnt  of 
perfons  in  that  diflrict  as  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  and  requeuing  that 
the  perfons  enlifted  might  be  difcharged ;  to  which 
Mr.  Ellicott  immediately  returned  an  anfwer,  ob- 
ierving  that  the  matter  required  investigation  ;  but 
afTuring  Governor  Gayofo  that  he  would  be  careful 
neither  to  infringe  the  rights  of  the  Subjects  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  nor  willingly  fuifer  thofe  of  the 
citizens  of-  the  United  States  to  be  infringed. 

The  bearer  of  Mr.  Ellicotfs  difpatches  informs  me, 
that  before  he  left  the  Natchez  they  had  heard  that 
two  gun-boats  were  preparing  at  New-Orleans  to 
bring  up  reinforcements  ;  and  fince  his  arrival  I  have 
received  information  which,  connected  with  this 
detail  of  fads,  is  entitled  to  belief — that  about  the 
loth  of  May,  three  large  boats  full  of  troops,  be- 
fides  a  party  by  land,  fet  oft  from  New-Orleans  for 
the  Natchez — it  was  added,  for  the  purpofe  of  driv 
ing  off  the  continental  troops  that  had  taken  pof- 
fellion,  agreeably  to  the  late  treaty. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
VOL.  vi.  a  Additional 
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Additional  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Pre* 
fident  of  the  United  Slates,  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  in  relation  to  the 
Pojls  occupied  by  his  Troops  within  the  Limits  of  the 
United  States ,  the  Boundary  Line,  and  other  Matters 
therewith  conne&ed. 

On  Thurfday  laft,  the  spth  of  June,  I  received 
farther  difpatches  from  Andrew  Ellicott,  Efq.  the 
Commiilioner  of  the  United  States  at  the  Natchez, 
dated  the  loth  of  May  la  ft,  of  which  an  extra  61  and 
copies,  numbered  one,  two,  and  three,  are  fubjoined. 
By  thefe  it  appears,  that  a  new  motive  has  been  af- 
jigned  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  and  Governor  Gayofo,  for  ftill  retaining 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  polls  of  the  Natchez  and  Wal 
nut  Hills,  and  for  ftrengthening  the  fortifications,  viz. 
to  guard  againfl  an  attack  by  the  Briti/Ji  from  Canada. 
This  motive  being  derived  from  information  commu 
nicated  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Yrujo,  the  Minifter  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  to 
the  United  States,  it  appears  neceffary  again  to  bring 
before  the  Prefident  my  correfpondence  with  the 
Spanifh  and  Britifh  Minifters  on  that  fubje6t. 

Although  the  Minifter  declared  he  had  juft  reafons 
for  fufpedting  an  expedition  from  Canada  was  pre 
paring  by  the  Britifh  again  ft  the  upper  parts  of 
Louifiana,  yet  he  never  mentioned  a  lingle  fa 61  or 
reaibn  on  which  his  fufpicion  was  founded.  From 
all  the  exifting  circumftances,  I  ever  believed  the 
fufpicion  to  be  groundlefs  ;  and  the  note  of  Mr. 
Liiton,  the  Britiih.  Minifter,  of  the  I9th  laft  month, 
declares  that  no  fuch  expedition  has  been,  or  is  in 
tended  by  the  Britifh  Government. 

On  the  1 6th  of  March  laft,  by  the  Prefident's  di 
rection,  I  inquired  of  the  Miniiier  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  whether  the  Spanifh  troops  had  been  with 
drawn,  agreeably  to  the  treaty,  from  the  territory  of 
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.the  United  States  ;  and  if  not,  what  orders  or  mea- 
fures  for  withdrawing  them  had  been  taken.  To 
this  the  Minifter  anfwered  on  the  lyth  of  April,  that 
not  having  for  fome  months  heard  from  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  he  was  "  deprived  of  any  information 
<f  touching  the  fteps  taken  for  the  execution  of  the 
"  treaty."  Neverthelefs  he  had  previoufly  informed 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet  of  his  fufpicions  of  a  pro 
jected  expedition  from  Canada  ;  for  on  the  ift  of 
May  it  is  offered  by  Governor  Gayofo  as  a  new 
rcafon  for  continuing  to  hold  the  pofts. 

On  the  24th  of  June  laft,  the  Minifter  of  his  Ca 
tholic  Majefty  wrote  me  the  letter,  in  which  he  un 
dertakes  to  give  the  iubftance  of  two  letters  from  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  which  about  a  week  before 
he  had  orally  tranftated  to  me  from  the  Spanifh  ori 
ginals.  Thefe  letters  (as  appears  by  the  detail  of 
them  now  given  by  the  Minifter)  exhibited  divers 
complaints  againft  Mr.  Ellicott,  whofe  conducl  is 
afligned  as  the  caufe  of  an  alleged  mifunderftanding 
between  him  and  Governor  Gayofo,  and  of  the  delay 
in  commencing  the  running  of  the  boundary  line. 

One  article,  however,  the  Minifter  has  omitted  in 
his  recital.  The  Baron  de  Carondelet  complained, 
among  other  things,  that  Mr.  Ellicott  had  not  given 
him  notice  of  his  arrival  at  the  Natchez  as  the  Com- 
miffioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  running 
the  boundary  line  between  their  territories  and  thofe 
of  Spain.  1  was  aftonifhed  at  this  complaint,  as  I 
had  then  lying  on  my  table  Mr.  Ellicott's  letter  to 
the  Baron,  dated  the  2yth  of  February,  only  three 
days  after  Mr.  Ellicott's  arrival  at  the  Natchez,  an 
nouncing  his  arrival  as  the  Commiflioner  of  the 
United  States  for  the  object  above  exprelTed,  and 
two  copies  of  the  Baron's  anfwer,  dated  at  New- 
Orleans  the  i  ft  of  March,  one  of  the  original  Spa 
nifh,  and  the  other  a  translation  in  Englifh,  acknow 
ledging  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Ellicott's  letter,  and 
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GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 
*c  congratulating  him  on  his  arrival  in  that  country 
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in  the  character  of  Commiflidrier  on  (he  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  run  the  dividing  line  between 
"  the  territories  of  his  Catholic  Majefly  and  the 
*ff  United  States."  I  immediately  prefented  thefe 
copies  to  the  Minifter,  in  whom  the  repugnance  of 
fa6l  to  affertion  excited  the  natural  fenfation  ;  but 
loon  recollecting  himfelf,  he  made  this  apology  for 
the  Baron,  that  he  fuppofed  that  he  did  not  confider 
Mr.  Ellicott's  letter  as^  official.  This  letter  and  the 
t  ran  flat  ion  of  the  Baron's  anfwer  have  been  already 
laid  before  Congreis  and  published. 

The  fa  els  I  have  here  rlated  relative  to  the  com 
plaint  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  which  the  Spaniih 
Mini  fter  has  omitted  in  his  detail,  appeared  to  me 
important  to  be  laid  before  you,  to  be  considered 
together  with  the  other  complaints  which  the  Minifier 
lias  recited.  As  to  the  complaint  that  Mr.  Ellicott 
"  attempted  to  get  poffeffion  of  the  Natchez  fort  by 
66  fnrprife,  and  that  the  Governor  Gayofo  has  in 
<f  his  power  documents  which  evidently  prove  the 
<:  intention  of  that  attempt;"  I  have  examined  the 
t\vo  ^entlemen  who  have  brought  Mr.  Ellicott's  dif- 
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patches,  and  they  declare  that  they  never  heard  of 
fuch  an  attempt  being  made  or  intended  by  Mr.  El 
licott  ;  and  that,  far  from  exciting  difafTeclion  to 
the  Spanifh  Government  in  the  minds  of  the  inha 
bitants  of  Natchez,  he  uniformly  recommended  pa 
tience  and  fubmillion,  until  the  Spanifh  jurifdicHon 
fhould  be  withdrawn. 

Upon  a  view  of  the  whole  correfpondence,  now 
and  before  fubmitted  to  the  Prefident,  it  appears  that 
the  Governors  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  on  the  Mif- 
ftffippi  have,  on  various  pretences,  poftponed  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line,  and  the  withdrawing 
of  his  troops  from  the  poils  they  occupied  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  ;  that  after  repeated 
"overtures^  promifes,  and  appearances  of  commencing 

the 
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the  execution  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  na 
tions,  in  both  thole  refpecls,  their  conduct  de 
mon  llrates  that  for  an  indefinite  period  they  mean 
to  avoid  doing  either  ;  that  there  is  but  too  much 
reafon  to  believe  Mr.  Ellicott's ,  fufpicions  well 
founded,  that  an  undue  influence  has  -bt.:cn  :xercifed 
over  the  Indians  by  the  officers  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefly,  to  prepare  .them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
States  ;  thefe  fufpicions  corresponding  with  other  in 
telligence  recently  received  by  the  Secretary  ~of. War, 
and  by  me.  Mine  is  by  a  private  letter  from  Colonel 
Sargent,  the  Secretary  of  the  territory  north - weft  of 
the  river  Ohio. 

Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  the  Indians  to  direct 
hoftilities  again  ft  the  United  States  has  bctm  con 
templated  and  promoted  by  any  of  our  own  citizens, 
it  may  be  difficult  to  fay  ;  but  that  one  or  more  of 
thofe  citizens  have  propofed  and  taken  incafurcs  to 
detach  the  fouthern  Indians  from  the  intcrefts  of  (he 
United  States,  and  to  deftroy  the  influence  of  the 
public  agents  over  thofe  nations,  and  thus  to  defeat 
the  great  objecls  of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of 
which  is  to  preferve  peace,  is  certain.  The  evidence 
of  this  important  fact  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  That  evidence  having  a  reference 
to  the  liritifh.  Minifter  and  his  Government,  1  took 
the  liberty  of  addreffing  to  him  a  letter,  dated  the  ill 
inftant,  to  which  I  received  an  anfwer. 

As  clofely  connected  with  this  bulinefs,  1  lay  before 
you  the  copy  of  my  letter,  dated  the  27th  of  April 
laft,  to  Charles  Jackfon,  Efq.  the  Piftrict  Attorney 
of  Georgia,  reciting  a  parfa«;e  in  a  letter  from  the 
Spanifh  Minifter,  dated  the  21  ft  of  April,  declaring 
his  politive  knowledge  that  the  Engliih  had  made 
proportions  to  General  Clarke  of  Georgia,  to  obtain 
nis  influence  in  that  State,  in  conjunction  with  fome 
perfons  who  might  make  a  diverfion  or  ferious  attack 
Florida,  By  Mr.  Jackfon's  anfwer,  from 
9  3  which 
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which  an  extract  is  herewith  prefented,  it  appears, 
that,  after  diligent  inquiry,  he  could  not  find  any 
perfon  that  knew  any  thing  of  the  bufinefs,  or  that 
entertained  a  belief  of  the  kind  :  and  that  from 
General  Clarke's  known  violent  antipathies  to  the 
Englifh,  and  other  circumftances,  he  doubted  the 
truth  of  the  report  altogether*. 

All  which  is  refpeclfully  fubmitted. 
Department  of  Slate,         TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
»  '797- 


French  Depredations.  —  In  confequence  of  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  calling  for 
information  refpedling  the  depredations  on  the  com 
merce  of  the  country,  the  following  report  was  laid 
before  them. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  r  effecting  the 
Depredations  committed  on  the  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  fince  the  \ft  of  October,  1796.  American 

*  There  are  certain  mifcreants  in  this  country  who  have  the 
impudence  to  talk  of  the  bad  faith  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  let  them 
now  compare  her  conduct,  in  the  execution  of  treaties,  with  that 
of  the  natural  allies.  The  forts  (he  pofTefled  were  delivered  up  to 
an  hour,  and  every  other  part  of  the  treaty  fhe  punctually  adheres 
to,  while  France  is  in  the  open  violation  of  her  treaty,  after  having 
long  enjoyed  its  benefits,  and  while  Spain  pays  no  more  attention 
to  hers  than  if  it  were  a  ballad  or  a  farce.  And  yet  we  find  wretches 
impudent  and  vile  enough  to  endeavour  to  perpetuate  an  ill-found 
ed,  and,  to  us,  definitive  prejudice  againft  Britain  ;  a  nation 
whofe  friendfiiip  is  of  ineftimable  value,  and  not  more  valuable 
than  fmcere.  Had  Great  Britain  detained  the  Weftern  pofts  but  a 
day  beyond  the  time  fixed  for  their  delivery  ;  had  (he  behaved  to 
our  officers  as  the  Spaniards  have  to  Mr.  Ellicott,  what  execrations 
would  not  have  been  vomited  forth  againft  her!  Mr.  Dayton  (the 
honeft  Speaker)  would  have  had  his  confifcating  irons  in  the  fire  in 
a  moment,  and  Monfieur  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  would  have  again 
called  forth  "  the  American  youth,  whofe  independent  hearts  beat 
"  high  for  an  opportunity  tojtgnall'ze  their  valour."  But  now  that 
the  infill  t,  the  wrong,  come  from  the  Spaniards  and  the  French, 
it  is  all  very  well.  Not  a  fingle  voice  is  raifed  to  vilify  and  tocurfe; 
the  American  youth  are  as  gentle  as  lambs;  their  hearts,  which 
whilom  beat  (b  high,  now  lie  as  Jumpifji  as  a  (leel  dumpling. 

veflels 
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veflcls  have  been  captured  fmce  the  ift  of  October, 
1796,  by  the  armed  veflels  of  Spain,  Great  Britain, 
and  France.  Of  captures  by  Spanifh  cruifers,  one 
was  the  polacre  Independence,  Captain  Robertfon, 
laden  wholly  on  account  of  the  United  States,  with 
Aores  for  Algiers,  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  with  that 
regency:  fhe  was  taken  on  the  i6th  of  February 
lait,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and 
carried  into  Cadiz.  The  polacre's  papers  were  per- 
feclly  clear ;  among  others,  fhe  had  a  fpecial  paflport 
under  the  hand  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  great  feal  thereof,  declaring  the  veffel  to  be 
the  property  of  two  citizens  of  the  United  States 
(whofe  names  were  inferted  in  the  paflport),  and  that 
the  cargo  was  wholly  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  deftined  for  Algiers.  She  had  alfo  the 
paflport  of  the  Dey.  The  General  of  the  Marine 
had  cleared  the  polacre  and  cargo,  but  the  owners  of 
the  privateer  appealed  to  the  tribunal  at  Madrid,  and 
on  the  3 1  ft  of  March  there  had  been  no  decifion 
known  at  Cadiz. 

There  haye  probably  been  a  number  of  captures 
by  Spanifh  cruifers,  although  not  particularly  fpeci- 
fied :  the  Conful  of  the  United  States  in  one  of  the 
ports  of  Spain,  having  informed  that  almoft  daily 
American  veflels  were  taken  and  brought  in  by 
French  and  Spanifh  privateers. 

Captures  and  lofles  by  Britifh  cruifers,  the  Secre 
tary  prefumes, -have  not  leen  numerous :  for  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  having,  thefe  three  years  paft, 
been  accuftomed  to  look  up  to  the  Government  for 
aid  in  profecuting  their  claims,  it  is  not  to  be  doubt 
ed  that  generally  thefe  cafes  have  been  reported  to 
the  Department  of  State.  An  abftrad  of  fuch  as 
have  been  communicated  is  annexed. 

In  order  to  pretent  a  clearer  view  of  French  de 
predations,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  notice  the  rules 
which  fhe  has  prefcribed  to  her  cruifers  and  tribunals. 

Q  4  As 
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As  applicable  to  captures  in adefi nee  la  ft  October, 
the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  2d  of 
July,  1796,  merits  the  firft  attention.  It  announces 
that  the  conduct  of  France  towards  neutrals  will 
be  regulated  by  the  manner  in  which  they  fhould 
fuffer  the  Englifh  to  treat  them.  At  Malaga  and 
Cadiz,  the  French  Confuls  have  interpreted  this  de 
cree  to  authorize  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
American  yeffels,  for  the  ilngle  circurnftance  of 
their  being  deftined  to  a  Britiili  port.  But  its  fulled 
effect  has  been  produced  in  the  Wed  Indies,  whofe 
feas  fwarm  with  privateers  and  gun-boats,  which 
have  been  called  forth  by  the  latitude  allowed  to  their 
depredations  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  that  decree 
and  the  explanatory  orders  of  the  agents  of  the  Di 
rectory  at  Guadaloupe  an4  St.  Domingo.  Two  of 
thele  decrees  have  been  already  communicated  to 
Congrefs*,  and  it  may  be  only  requisite  here  to  refer 
to  them. 

At  Guadaloupe  an  order  Xvas  ilTued  by  Victor 
Hugues  and  Lebas,  dated  the  ift  of  February  laft, 
authorizing  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  all 
neutral  veffels  bound  to  certain  enumerated  ports, 
-which  it  is  pretended  in  the  decree  were  delivered  up 
to  the  Engliili,  and  are  occupied  and  defended  by 
emigrants;  and  alfo  of  fuch  veffels  as  fliould  be 
cleared  out  generally  for  the  Weft  Indies.  This  de 
cree  refers  to  and  enforces  a  decree  of  the  24th  of 
December,  1796,  iffued  in  conformity  with  the  decree 
of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  20!  of  July,  1 796, 
fo  far  as  it  is  not  departed  from  by  the  decree  of  the 
27th  of  February  laft.  The  decree  of  the  24th  of 
December  has  not  been  received  at  the  Department 
of  State  ;  but  is  fuppofed  to  direct  the  conflfcation 
of  the  cargoes  of  neutral  veffels  bound  to  or  from 

•  *  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  27th  of 
Feb.  i?97- 

Britifl; 
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Britifli  ports,  occupied  by  them  before  the  prcfent 
war.  For  it  appears,  that  whilft  they  have  confifca- 
ted  both  velfels  and  cargo,  in  cafes  which  fall  within 
the  fcope  of  the  decree  of  the  ifr  of  February,  they 
have  fpared  the  veffel,  and  confifcated  only  the 
cargo,  where  fhe  had  been  bound  to  or  from  fuch 
acknowledged  Britifh  port. 

The  agents  of  the  Directory  at  Cape  Francois,  by 
their  decree  of  the  2yth  November  laft,  direct  tlie 
capture  and  bringing  into  port  of  American  veflTels 
bound  to  or  from  Britifh  ports,  there  to  remain  until 
it  fhould  be  further  ordered.  This  further  order  was 
afterwards  ifTued  ;  it  will  appear  by  the  copy  of  the 
condemnation  of  the  fhip  Pattern,  of  New-York, 
by  which  it  will  be  feen,  that,  like  the  Confuls  at 
Malaga  and  Cadiz,  they  interpret  the  decree  of  the 
Executive  Directory  of  the  2d  of  July  lafr,  as  autho 
rizing  the  condemnation  of  American  veflels,  merely 
becaufe  bound  to  or  from  a  Britim  port. 

To  the  foregoing  fucceeded  the  decree  of  the  Ex 
ecutive  Directory  of  the  ad  March  laft,  which  has 
been  communicated  to  Congrels  during  the  prefent 
feflion.  That  copy  of  the  decree  was  taken  from  a 
newfpaper,  and  is  now  found  to  be  imperfect.  A 
tranflation  from  the  decree,  as  officially  piiblifhed  by 
the  Directory,  is  annexed  to  this  report.  Although 
we  do  not  yet  know  what  is  its  operation,  yet  it  can 
not  fail  to  produce  very  great  vexation  and  lofs  to  the 
American  commerce  ;  the  documents  it  requires  to 
prevent  confifcations,  not  having  been  before  declared 
indifpenfable,  or  demanded,  and  no  time  being  al 
lowed  for  the  veflels  of  the  United  States  to  provide 
themfelves  therewith. 

Beftdes  thefe  feveral  decrees,  and  others  which, 
being  more  limited,  the  former  have  fuperieded,  the 
old  marine  ordinances  of  France  have  been  revived, 
and  enforced  with  feverity,  both  in  Europe  and  in 
fhe  Weft  Indies.  The  want  of,  or  informality  in  a 

bill 
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bill  of  lading — the  want  of  a  certified  lift  of  the 
parlengers  and  crew — the  fupercargo  being  by  birth 
a  foreigner,  although  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States — the  deftruclion  of  a  paper  of  any  kind 
foever — and  the  want  of  a  fea-letter,  have  been 
deemed  fufficient  to  warrant  a  condemnation  of  Ame 
rican  property,  although  the  proofs  of  the  property- 
were  indubitable. 

The  Weft  Indies,  as  before  remarked,  have  exhi 
bited  the  mofl  lamentable  fcenes  of  depredation. — * 
Indeed,  the  conduct  of  the  public  agents  and  of  the 
commiflioned  cruifers  there,  has  furpaffed  all  former 
examples.  The  American  veffels  have  not  only  been 
captured  under  the  decrees  before  mentioned,  but, 
when  brought  to  trial  in  the  French  tribunals,  the 
veffels  and  cargoes  have  been  condemned,  without 
admitting  the  owners  or  their  agents  to  makt  any 
defence. 

This  ieems  to  be  done  fyftematically,  and  for  the 
obvious  purpofe  of  enfuring  condemnations.  By 
this  monftrous  abufc  in  judicial  proceedings,  frauds 
and  faltehoods,  as  well  as  fiimfy  and  lliamelefs  pre 
texts,  pafs  nnexamined  and  uncontradicled,  and  are 
made  the  foundation  of  leniences  and  condemna 
tion. 

The  perfons  alfo  of  our  citizens  have  been  beaten, 
infulted,  and  cruelly  imprifoned ;  and  in  the  forms 
ufed  towards  prisoners  of  war,  they  have  been  ex 
changed  with  the  Britifh  for  Frenchmen.  American 
property  going  to,  or  coming  from,  neutral  or  even 
French  ports,  has  been  feized  :  it  has  even  been  for 
cibly  taken  when  in  their  own  ports,  without  any 
pretence,  or  no  other  than  that  they  wanted  it.  At 
the  lame  time,  their  cruifers  are  guilty  of  wanton 
and  barbarous  excefles,  by  detaining,  plundering, 
firing  at,  burning,  and  diftreffing  American  veffels. 

Official  papers  to  prove  the  very  numerous  depre 
dations  on  pur  commerce,,  and  the  atrocities  and 

abufea 
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abufes  attending  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
our  veflels  and  cargoes  by  French  crullers  and  tri 
bunals,  not  having  been  publicly  called  for,  few  have 
been  received.  Of  former  claims  for  injuries  com 
mitted  iince  the  beginning  of  1793,  and  of  which  a 
report  was  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Representatives  on 
the  27th  of  February  laft,  a  very  fmall  proportion 
had  been  fatisfied ;  and  for  a  confide rable  time  no 
payments  had  been  obtained.  Under  this  diftant  and 
difcouraging  profpect  of  obtaining  compenfation,  the 
citizens  fuifering  by  more  recent  French  depredations, 
have  generally  omitted  to  prefent  accounts  of  their 
lofles ;  and  they  have  in  many  cafes  had  no  oppor 
tunity  of  getting  the  evidence  of  the  condemnations, 
which  are  attainable  before  the  tribunals  of  other  na 
tions  ;  the  mock- trials,  as  before  obferved,  being  very 
often  carried  on,  and  fentences  of- condemnation 
pronounced,  in  the  abfence  of  the  American  owner, 
mafter.  or  fupercargo. 

Such  documents  as  the  Department  of  State  is  pof- 
fefTed  of,  concerning  thefe  depredations,  are  annexed ; 
and  to  them  is  added  a  concife  abftract  of  the  cafes. 
Thefe  fupport  the  principal  facts  above  ftated,  and 
ihovv  the  nature  of  French  depredations.  To  fupply, 
In  fome  meafure,  the  want  of  official  papers,  an 
examination  has  been  made  of  two  newfpapers  pub- 
lifhed  in  Philadelphia — the  Gazette  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  from  the  ift 
of  July,  1796,  to  the  prefent  time.  Between  the 
I  ft  of  July  and  the  ift  of  October  few  captures 
were  made,  the  decree  of  the  Directory  of  July  the 
ad,  not  being  in  general  operation  until  October. — 
This  examination  was  chiefly  made  prior  to  the  call 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  for  a  report  on  this 
fubject,  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  number  of  French 
captures,  and  the  circumftances  attending  them  ;  and 
the  refult  of  the  whole  is  annexed.  It  is  regretted, 
that  the  time  did  not  permit  a  re-examination  of  thofc 

papers, 
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papers,  to  afcertain  likewifc  the  captures  made  by 
the  Britifh  cruifers.  The  editors  of  thofe  two 
gazettes  agree  in  laying,  that  no  great  attention 
was  paid  to  the  fubject,  for  the  purpofe  of  inferting 
accounts  of  all  the  captures  which  were  published 
in  the  various  other  newfpapers  ;  yet  the  number 
collected'  exceeds  three  hundred,  of  which  but  few 
efcape  condemnation.  The  evidence  ariiing  from 
the  multiplied  and  concurrent  publications  of  thefe 
facts  in  the  newfpapers,  forne  of  them  certified  bj? 
the  American  makers  of  the  captured  veffels,  can 
not  fail  of  producing  a  conviction  of  the  reality  of 
the  evils  reprefented. 

There  have  been  frequent  accounts  of  attempts  to 
effect  condemnations,  by  bribing  the  officers  and 
ieamen  of  our  veifels  to  fvvear  falfely  ;  but  it  wa3 
referved  to  times  wheii  offered  bribes  -were*  refuied; 
and  threats  defpifcd,  to  endeavour  to  accomplifh. 
the  object  by  torture.  This  was  inflicted  by  a 
French  privateer.  The  evidence  of  the  fact  ap 
pears  in  the  proteft  of  Captain  William  Martin, 
Mailer  of  the  fhip  Cincinnatus,  of  Baltimore  ;  in 
which  he  is  fupported  by  the  teftimony  of  his  mate, 
and  one  of  his  feamen.  A  copy  of  the  proteft  is 
annexed,  together  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  King,  Minilter  of  the  United  States  in  Lon 
don,  who  examined  Captain  Martin's  thumbs,  and 
fays,  the  marks  of  the  torturing  fcrews  'will  go  ivith 
him  to  his  grave. 

All  which  is  refpectfully  fubmitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING  *, 

Department  of  State, 
June  21,  1797. 

It 


*  Extraft  from  the  Proteft  of  Captain  Martin. — ^  And  the 
faid  Mailer  for  himfelf  now  faith,  that  the  officer  and  crew  of  the 
latter  veflel  examined  the  papers  reipe&ing  his  faid  veffel  an4 
her  lading,  and  exprefied  no  doubt  that  the  iliip  was  an  Ame* 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  the  democratic  mem 
bers  had  called  for  a  report  of  this  fort,  respecting 
Britifh  depredations ;  but  the  Prefidcnt  thought  it 
befr  to  fend  them  one,  including  thofe  of  their 
friends  the  French  alib.  It  may  eafily  he  fuppofed 
that  they  felt  much  alarmed  at  the  profpecl  of  the 
publication  of  a  report  like  this;  but,  certainly,  no 
one,  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  impudent 
devotion  to  France,  would  have  thought  it  poffihJe 
for  them  to  attempt  to  prevent  fuch  a  publication. 
This,  however,  they  icrupled  'riot  to  do,  and 
Giles,  the  brazen-faced  Giles,  was  the  leader  on 
the  occafion. 

The  papers  having  been  read,  Mr.  Giles  moved, 
"  that  the  above  papers  be  referred  to  a  JeleSl 
"  Committee,  to  print  fuch  as  would  be  iifefuLto  the 

«  Houfe:9 

This  queflion  was  negatived,  50  to  40,  and  a 
motion  carried  for  printing  the  whole* 

Mr.  Giles  then  called  up  the  motion  which  had 
fome  days  ago  been  laid  upon  the  table,  reipedling 
an  adjournment  *. 

Blonnt 


rican,  but  infifted  the  cargo  to  be  Englifh  property,  and  aflfured 
him  if  he  would  acknowledge  it  to  be  fo,  his  full  freight  mould 
be  paid,  arid  he  have  a  prefent  of  one  thoufand  pounds ;  which 
overtures  the  faid  Matter  would  not  pay  any  other  attention  to, 
than  declaring  the  whole  property  to  belong  folely  to  Aquilla 
Brown,  of  Baltimore  a'forefaid,  merchant.  W  hereupon  the  French 
officer  thhrnl-fcrerwed  the  faid  Mafter  in  the  cabin  of  the  faid  brig, 
kept  him  in  torture  to  extort  a  declaration  that  the  faid  cargo  was 
EngHJh  property,  for  nearly  four  hours •,  but  without  having  its  de- 
fired  effect ;  when  a  veflel  heaving  in  fight  he  was  liberated  from 
the  barbarous  punifhment  he  had  undergone." 

*  The  oppoiition  members  have  appeared  very  anxious  to 
prove,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  French  faSlion  :  but  let  any 
one  attend  to  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  and  then  judge  for  him- 
felf.  The  Prefident  fends  a  meflage,  accompanied  with  docu 
ments,,  relative  to  the  depredations  of  the  French. — What  does 
Monf.  Giles  do  ?  The  moment  the  papers  are  read  he  makes  a 

motion 
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Blount  the  Senator. — The  lafl  affair  of  any  im 
portance  that  came  before  Congrefs,  was  the 
impeachment  of  William  Blount.  But  the  pro 
ceedings  in  this  buiinefs  will  be  better  detailed  in 
the  ilimmary  of  the  next  feffion  of  Congrcfs. 

Adjournment. — Mowday,  July  10.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Dent,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon 
(he  Preiident  of  the  United  States,  in  conjundtiorx 
with  a  like  Committee  from  the  Senate,  to  inform 
him  that  the  two  Iloufes  were  about  to  adjourn. 
The  Committee  waited  upon  the  Prefident  accord 
ingly,  and  reported  his  acquiefcence,  and  his  good 
iviftt.es  for  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  members  at  their 
federal  homes.  The  Houfe  adjourned  till  the  fecond 
Monday  in  November  *. 

TUESDAY, 


motion  for  referring  them  to  a  felett  Committee,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  being  publicly  debated  upon,  or  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers; 
in  order,  to  keep  the  infamy  of  the  French  out  of  the  fight  of  the 
people.  When  the  Britim  treaty  was  on  the  carpet,  this  fame 
faction  bellowed  out  for  papers ;  Give  us  the  papers,  laid  they  ; 
the  people,  the  fovereign  people,  ought  to  be  acquainted  with 
every  thing  ;  "  a  republican  government  ought  to  have  nefecreto" 
But  now,  behold,  the  people  are  not  to  be  informed  of  any  thing 
at  all,  lecaufe  that  information  mujt  tend  to  excite  a  juft  indignation 
dgainft  France. 

When  this  fmothering  motion  was  loft,  and  the  Houfe  deter 
mined  to  have  the  whole  of  the  papers  printed,  then  Mr.  Giles 
called  up  the  motion  rcfpeEling  an  adjournment.  He  faw,  I  fnp- 
pofe,  that,  the  longer  they  fat,  the  more  danger  there  would  be* 
und  was  therefore  willing  to  get  away  as  foon  as  poffible.  Indeed 
his  farm  may  require  his  care  at  the  approaching  feafon.  Happy 
man  !  his  fields  bear  twice  a-year.  No  fooner  has  he  got  in  one 
harveft,  than  another  calls  for  his  fickle. 

*  And  thus  ended  a  feffion  of  Congrefs  which  has  coft  the 
country  about  eighty  or  ninety  thoufand  dollars,  without  render 
ing  it  one  fingle  farthingivvorth  of  fervice  ;  but  which  has,  on 
the  contrary,  done  it  a  vaft  deal  of  mifchief,  by  giving  the  ac- 
curfed  enemy  an  aflurance  that  we  are  a  divided  people,  and  by 
degrading  the  national  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world. 
When  American  courage  and  fortitude  fhall  in  future  be  boafted 
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TUESDAY,    nth  JULY. 

French  Perfidy. — Our  readers  will  recoil  eel  that 
the  valuable  yeflel,  which  has  been  faid  to  belong 

to 


of,  there  will  not  be  wanting  fome  one  to  quote  the  fpeeches  of  a 
Dayton,  a  Giles,  and  a  Swanvvick.  The  firft  declared  he  was 
ready  to  give  up  every  thing  to  France,  our  independence  only  ex- 
cepted  ;  the  fecond  thought  the  beft  means  of  averting  the  '*  juft 
*'  vengeance  of  the  Republic,  was  to  abandon  all  connexion  with 
*'  her  enemy  ;"  and  the  laft,  the  Reprefentative  of  the  firft  city  in 
the  Union,  did  no  care  how  great  our  conceffions  were,  and  had 
the  bafenefs  to  fay,  "  that  he  (liould  have  .no  objection  to  our 
Envoy's  **  having  the  word  EQUALITY  written  on  his  forehead '." 
'  The  Prefident  told  them  be  wijhed  them  fafe  at  their  homes',  and 
I  dare  fay,  if  the  truth  were  known,  he  mod  heartily  wiflied  that 
he  might  never  fee  their  faces  again  ;  of  the  greater  part  of  them, 
at  any  rate.  I'll  engage  he'll  never  call  them  together  again,  and 
that  the  days  on  which  he  will,  in  future,  be  obliged  to  meet  them, 
will  be  the  mofi  vexatious  of  his  life. 

What  a  mortification  it  mult  have  been  to  him,  to  follow  the 
Houie  of  Repreientatives  through  their  bickering,  faltering, 
iliuffling  proceedings !  to  hear  one  half  of  thofe  whom  he  had 
called  together,  to  aid  him  in  repelling  the  aflaults  of  a  plundering, 
ferocious,  and  infolent  enemy,  pleading  the  caufe,  and  openly 
jiiftifying  the  conduct  of  that  enemy  ! 

The  Prefident  might,  indeed,  derive  fome  confolatton  from  the 
endeavours  of  the  found  fide  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  thefe,  fo  long  as 
they  were  without  effect  (and  it  is  to  be  feared  they  ever  will), only 
ferve  to  expofe  us  to  the  derifion  of  the  world,  by  difcovering, 
on  every  fide,  and  in  the  moft  obvious  point  of  view,  the  rotten, 
rafcally  faction,  that  would  have  difgraced  the  Diet  of  Poland,  or 
the  Divan  of  France. 

Titles  of  Afis  pa/ed  this  SeJJion. 

r.  An  aft  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  for  encouraging  the  importatktti 
thereof. 

2.  An  act  to  prevent  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  priva 
teering  againft  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

3.  An  a6t  to  provide  for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and 
barbours  of  the  United  States. 

4.  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

5.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  a&  concerning 
the  regiftering  and  recording  {hips  and  vcilels." 

6.  An 
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to  Meflrs.  Davy,  Roberts,  and  Co.  but  which  was 
the  fole  property  of  Mr.  William  Davy,  was  cap- 
.tured  at  the  mouth  of  our  river,  during  the  truly 
extraordinary  feflion  of  Congrefs.  The  following 
facls  relative  to  the  capture,  are  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  our  merchants,  particularly  thole  who 
are  not  yet  perfectly  cured  of  the  French  fever. 

This  ihip  was  captured  off  the  Capes  of  Dela 
ware,  on  the  23d  of  May  laft,  by  the  French 
privateer  Le  Pandour,  Captain  Garafcan,  and  fent 
into  Curra^oa.  The  Captain  (Perry)  arrived  on 
Tuefday,  and  informs,  that  upon  their  arrival  at 
Curra^oa,  he  found  there  a  French  frigate,  the 
Commander  of  which,  on  examination  of  the 
Nancy's  papers,  cenfured  Garafcan  feverely  for  the 
capture,  as  did  alfo  the  Governor  of  the  place,  who, 
confcious  of  the  illegality  of  the  mealure,  would 
fufFer  'no  procefs  to  be  irTued. — But,  infamous  to 
relate,  upon  opening  the  pofl> office  bag,  a  number 
of  letters  were  found,  written  ~by  Frenchmen  in  Phila 
delphia,  tending  to  invalidate  every  evidence  contained 
in  the  papers,  and  b.afely  denouncing  the  Jhip  and  cargo 
as  Englijh  property.  The  Prelident's  fpeech  to  Con 
grefs,  which  was  alfo  found  amongft  thofe  letters,  was 
alfo  produced  as  a  certain  evidence  of  an  approach 
ing  rupture  between  their  nation  and  America. 
The  vefTel  was  then  ordered  to  another  port,  not- 
withflanding  every  exertion  made  in  her  favour 
by  the  American  Conful,  Mr.  Philips,  and  Captain 
Perry,  whofe  life  was  threatened  if  he  attempted  to 
go  on  board.  He  has  brought  his  proteir,  and 

6.  An  aft  directing  the  appointment  of  agents,  in  relation  to  the 
fixth  article  of  the  Britifh  treaty. 

7.  An  a<5t  providing  a  naval  armament. 

S.  An  aft  to  afcertain  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con 
grefs. 

9.  An  aft  for  laying  duties  on  flamped  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper.  -\ 

3  other 
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other  evidences  in  proof  of  the  above  atrocious  pro 
ceedings.  Captain  Perry  informs,  that  Garafcan 
appeared  to  have  accurate  information  of  every 
veifel  expecled  to  fail  foon  from  this  port,  and  in 
particular  that  he  was  then  looking  out  for  the 
fhip  Hindoftan,  belonging  to  Meflrs.  Odier  and 
Boufquet,  brothers. 

WEDNESDAY,   iath  JULY. 

Haley,  the  American  Traitor.  —  We  are  allured 
that  Captain  Nathan  Haley,  who  was  faid  to  be 
taken  in  the  Hare,  was  himfelf  the  man  who  con 
ducted  her  into  France.  It  fcems  Captain  Haley 
went  to  France  a  few  days  before  the  Ihip  failed, 
and  returned.  The  fhip  was  taken  by  a  boat,  and 
on  trial  it  was  neceffary  to  identify  the  captor,  when 
Captain  Haley  himfelf  appeared,  .  and  proved  him 
felf  the  man,  by  producing  his  commiffion.  Cap 
tain  Haley  appears  in  France  in  the  national  uni 
form  of  a  marine  officer  >  and  is  fitting  out  a  pri 
vateer.  A  reprefentation  of  the  circumftances  of 
this  capture  has  been  made  to  the  proper  authori 
ties  in  France.  —  This  intelligence  is  from  refpe<ftable 
and  undoubted  authority. 

Spanifh  Minifler.  —  We  hear  that  Don  Sans-culotta 
de  Carmagnola  Minor  is  preparing  another  Diploma" 
tic  Blunderbufs.  "  Forewarned,  forearmed  ;"  but, 
whether  armed  or  not,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no 
thing  difcharged  from  that  moft  contemptible  quar 
ter  will  ever  fcare  the  people  of  America. 


Celebrations  of  the  tfh  July.  —  The  Boiron  Centi- 
nel  has  the  following  remark  :  "  The  celebrations 
of  the  4th  July  have  been  fplendid  and  dignified  ; 
and  if  they  are  the  genuine  efTulions  of  the  hearts 

VOL.  vr.  B.  of 
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of  the  celebrators,  they  muft  convince  the  European 
world  that  it  is  the  fixed  determination  and  ardent 
\vifh  of  Americans  to  be  really  independent  *." 

THURSDAY,  13th  JULY. 

Frenchmen  and  the  Mayor  of  Norfolk. — The  fol 
lowing  mofl  curious  correfpondence  is  taken  from  a 
Norfolk  paper  of  July  6. 

The  Vlce-conjul  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  Mayor  of 

Norfolk.  ' 
SIR, 

I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence  the  accumulated  out 
rages  that  have,  for  this  fome  time  part,  been  com- 


*  I  am  forry  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  Editor  of  the  Cen- 
tinel ;  but  I  cannot  allow  that  the  fplendid  celebrations  of  the  tyb 
of  July  '-will  convince  the  European  world  that  it  is  the  fixed  deter 
mination  and  ardent  wiili  of  Americans  to  be  really  independent. 
To  know  the  determination  of  Americans,  the  European  world 
will  look  to  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  to  the  fober  decifions  of 
the  Legi il attire,  and  not  to  the  hafty  effufions  of  mirth  and  in 
toxication.  Every  man  of  fenfe  and  experience  knows  that  the 
valour  which'  is  infpired  by  drink,  is  ve^y  apt  to  evaporate  with 
the  fumes  of  the  liquor.  A  government,  to  be  allured  of  the 
continuance  of  the  Support  of  a  company  of  toafters,  muft  take 
care  to  provide  them  with  mountains  of  viands,  and  flafks  inex- 
liauftible.  No;  it  is  not  the  noife  of  blank  cartridges,  ifTuing 
from  the  mouths  of  a  few  neglected  nifty  cannon  ;  it  is  not  th« 
cheers  and  fliouts  of  the  multitude,  however  often  reiterated ; 
It  is  not  firings  of  toafts  and  fentiments,  whether  planned  in  a 
chiidifh  committee,  or  ftarting  voluntarily  forth  from  the  minds  of 
<he  convives  ;  it  is  not  any  or  all  of  theie  that  will  convince  the 
world  that  we  are  united,  ih-ady,  and  relolute,  in  defence  of  our 
independence.  To  produce  iuch  a  conviction,  men  of  property, 
and  of  real  weight  an,d  coniequence,  muft  .come  forward,  united 
iikei  brothers,  and  openly  and  boldly  declare  their  resolution  to 
•fupport  that  government,  on  the  uninterrupted  operation  of 
which,  the  enjoyment  of  their  poflefiions,  and  even  their  very  ex- 
iftence,  depend.  Toafts  will  inake  but  a  feeble  refiftance  to  the 
'knives  of  a  Jacobin -arrny,  on  the -points  of  which  the  toafiers 
"^«oiilil  .become  the  toafted',  ji 

mitted 
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mitted  on  Frenchmen  refident  in  Norfolk.     When 
infults  degenerate  into  affaffinations,  patience  itfclf 
is  fubdued  ;  and  I  am  bound  to  demand  vengeance 
on  cowards  who  unite  in  troops    to   opprefs  and 
overwhelm  a  difarmed  French   officer,    and  who 
amply  fupply  in  numbers  their  deficiency  in  courage. 
Many  complaints  of  the  nature  of  this  have  been 
made  to  your  predeceiTor  in  office,  but  they  have 
remained  without  aniwer  or  effect.     I  am  about  to 
enumerate  them,  in  order  that  I  may  not  appeal  to 
yourfeverity  and  rigour  before  I  fhall  have  addrefled 
mylelf  to  your  juftice.     In  the  month  of  March  laft, 
Citizen  Barney,  Commander  of  the  French  frigates, 
having  interpofed  his  authority  to  appeafe  a   riot 
which  had  arifen  in  the  flreets  between  fome  French 
failors  and  ibme  Americans,  was  infulted,  affailed, 
menaced,  purfued  to  his  lodgings,  and  but  for  his 
own  firmnefs  and  the  interpofition  of  the  magiftrates, 
his  life  would  have  been  endangered.     The  want  of 
\vitnefs,  and  the  ignorance  of  thole  who  were  culpable 
in  this  affair,  prevented  at  the  time  a  recurrence  to  juf 
tice  and  to  your  laws.  The  day  after  this  fcene,  the  Se 
cretary  of  the  French  Confulfhip  walking  in  the  ftreets 
\vith  another  Frenchman  who  wore  the  national  cock 
ade,  were  attacked  with  flones,  and  obliged  to  fly,  to 
prevent  being  wounded.  Since  that  epoch,  the  Captain 
of  Marines  of  the  frigate  Medufa  was  afTaulted  by 
two  men  in  the  middle  of  the  ilreet,  who  beat  him 
with  canes,  cut  his  head,  and  left  him  ftretched  on 
the  fpot.     In  vain  did  the  Commodore  demand  juf 
tice  ;  juftice  was  not  granted.      Finally,  yeflerday 
after  dinner,  an  officer  of  the  Medufa  entering  a  houfe 
of  entertainment  where  a  Mr.  Saunders  (an  officer 
of  the  fort)  was,  the  latter,  after  throwing  out  invec 
tives  and  imprecations  againft  the  French  nation, 
infulted  and  flruck  the  French  officer,  reproaching 
him  at  the  fame  time  with  having  a  fvvord,  while  he 
(Mr.  Saunders)  had  none.  The  Frenchman  directly 

R  2 
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gave  his  hanger  to   another   officer  who  was  pre- 
fent,    and  repelled  the  attack  in   employing  only 
the  means   that   his  adverfary  poffeffed ;     but,    as 
he   was   much  the   ftronger,    he   had    the  genero- 
iity    to  quit  the   unequal    conteft ;    and   the    ma- 
giftrates    making    their  appearance,    he,    obedient 
to  their  voice,  went  fectirely  into  the  flreet,  trufHng 
that  the  police  of  the  town  would  keep  him  clear  of 
aiTaffination,     Mr.  Saunders  followed  him,  and  pro 
voked  him  with  renewed  fury.     The  French  officer, 
in  defending  himfelf,  overthrew  his  adverfary  ;  and 
in  that  inftant  a  hatter,  named  Johnfon,  with  feveral 
workmen,  and  one  Lownes  a  crockery-ware  man, 
threw  themielves  on  him,  beat  him,    and  had  well 
nigh  taken  his  life — not  being  able  to  fubdue  him, 
they  affaffinaled   him.      Some   Frenchmen  in  the 
neighbourhood  difengaged  the   officer,  and  got  him 
into  one  of  their  houfes.     But  his  enemy,  Saunders, 
thirltingfor  blood,  purfued  him  in  his  retreat,  which 
ought  to  have  been  facred,  and  pufhed  his  violence 
and  fury  to  the  burfh'ng  open  the  door,  in  order  to 
ihatch  his  victim  from  his  friends.     If  fuch  exceifes 
are  not  feverely  punifhed  by  the'magiflrates,  if  ftran- 
gers  in  this  town  are  not  under  the  fafeguard  of  the 
law  of  nations,  if  the  lives  of  peaceable  Frenchmen 
wearing  the  national  cockade,  or  who  belong  to  the 
fervice  of  the  Republic,  are  not  protected  by  the  laws 
of  a  country  for  which  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
they  have  ihed  their  blood,  I  will  give  information 
to  the  French  Government  of  their  iitnation,  of  their 
dangers,  the  repealed  infults  they  receive  ;  and  their 
cauie  will  be  the  caufe  of  violated  humanity,  grati 
tude,  and  hofpitality.     I  would  alfo  oblerve  to  yot7, 
Sir,  reflecting  the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  that  feveral 
Frenchmen  wearing  the  national  cockade,  have  com 
plained  of  having   been  frequently  infulted  by  the 
foldiers  who  compofe  it.     I  have  now  to  pray  you, 
Sir,   to  profecutc  with  all  the  rigour  of  the  law  the 

individuals 
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individuals  whom  I  have  pointed  out  to  you,  againft 
whom  I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  French  nation,  as  the 
accuier. 

Receive,  Sir,  the  affurance  of  my  perfect  confider- 
ation  and  refpect.  .  DUHALI.  *. 

Norfolk,   27  th  June. 

ANSWER. 

SIR,  Norfolk  Borough,  June  29,  1797* 

The  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
you  of  the  27th  infh  I  coniidered  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  a  Court  of  Aldermen,  fummoned  eipecially 
for  that  purpofe;  1  have  now  to  communicate  to  you 
the  refult  of  our  deliberations.  We  conlider  it  as  an 
evil  much  to  be  deplored,  that  when  jealoufies  arife 
between  nations,  however  confequential  the  firft  ag- 
greffions  may  be,  circumftances  light  in  their  na 
ture  fhall  in  future  be  magnified  as  proofs  of  difaf- 
fection.  Permit  us  to  obierve,  that  the  charges  in 

*  In  thofe  fea-ports  that  have  been  curfed  with  the  company  of 
French  men  of  war  and  privateers,  the  inhabitants  are  too  well  ac 
quainted  with  the  infolent  and  licentious  manners  of  the  officers 
and  Tailors,  to  be  furprifed  at  this  difturbance  at  Norfolk  ;  they  ra 
ther  wonder  how  the  people  there  have  borne  with  them  fo  long. 
To  behold  the  monkey  tricks,  and  hear  the  favage  howlings  for  fix 
months,  of  a  banditti  of  pirates  who  had  robbed  the  American 
Ihips  employed  in  the  purfuit  of  their  lawful  trade  ;  and  to  hear 
them  openly  menacing  a  repetition  of  it  as  foon  as  an  opportunity 
offered,  would  require  all  the  patience  of  a  frenchified  Congrefs- 
man,  which  is  tenfold  greater  than  that  of  a  pack-horfe:  but 
when  thefe  provocations  are  aggravated  by  the  prefence  of  a  trai 
tor  at  the  head  of  them,  ftrutting  and  bluftering  defiance  again  ft  his 
plundered  and  infulted  countrymen,  the  wonder  is,  that  they  have 
fuffered  a  fingle  Carmagnole  to  fhovv  his  aflallin-iooking  face  on 
the  more. 

Citizen  Duhall's  letter  is  a  compound  of  falfehood  and  impu 
dence.  A  gentleman  from  Norfolk  has  aflured  us  that  Barney  and 
his  bloody-headed  crew  were  the  aggreuors  in  every  inftance,  and 
that  they  were,  in  fome  meafure,  encouraged  to  continue  their  in- 
fults  by  the  crawling  conduct  of  the  former  Mayor  of  Norfolk  ; 
vvhofe  letter  to  the  powder-bound  Commodore  was  a  compofition 
of  bafenefs,  not  to  be  paralleled  even  by  the  fpeeches  of  Dayton  and 
Swanwick. 

K  our 
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your  letter  are,  we  think,  fomewhat  of  the  latter  de- 
fcription  ;  and  while  we  approbate  the  fenlibility 
excited  on  the  appearance  of  an  affront  to  an  indi 
vidual  of  your  nation,  we  lament  the  caufe  which 
brings  that  fenfibility  into  birth  *.  The  circum- 
itance  relating  to  Commodore  Barney  was  duly  in- 
vetfigated,  and,  we  thought,  had  been  fettled  much 
to  the  Commodore's  fatisfaclipn.  The  affront  of-, 
fered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  French  Confulfhip  was 
never  known  officially  ;  and  permit  us  to  affure  you, 
that,  if  it  had  been  known,  every  effort  would  have 
been  ufed  by  the  magistracy  to  punifh  the  offenders. 
With  repect  to  the  outrage  committed  on  the  Cap 
tain  of  Marines  of  the  Medufa,  a  complaint  was 
lodged  with  one  of  the  Aldermen  by  him  and  the 
furgeon  of  the  fhip  :  the  Alderman  who  heard  the 
complaint  lent  for  the  Commonwealth's  Attorney, 
and.  in  confutation  with  him,  left  to  the  option  of 
the  injured  officer  the  choice  of  binding  the  offend 
ers  to  their  good  behaviour  (the  only  punifhment 
which  the  laws  of  this  State  can  inflict  for  breaches 
of  the  peace),  or  aprofecution  for  the  recovery  of  da 
mages  ;  the  latter  was  the  choice  of  the  officer,  ancj 
fuch  fuit  is  now  under  profecution. 

And  as  to  the  difagreeable  difference  between  the 
officer  of  the  French  Republic  and  an  officer  of  the 


*  What  fort  of  {luff  is  this  ?  Is  it  like  the  chief  magiftrate  of  a 
town  defending  the  conduct  of  its  inhabitants  againft  the  pofitive, 
and  unequivocal,  and  falfe  accufations  of  an  info'.ent  foreigner  ? 
What  does  the  worfhipful  tribe  mean  by  our  difafeftion  to  France  ? 
Are  we  quite  fubjugated  to  France  ?  And  what  does  he  mean  by 
deploring  as  a  great  evil,  that  any  thing  fhould  be  magnified  intp 
proofs  of  fuch  disaffection  ?  Be  modeftly  thinks  that  the  fans-cd- 
lotte's  complaints  are  fomewhat  of  a  frivolous  nature  ;  he  appro 
bates  (in  Englifh  approves  of)  ihefenjfbitity  excited  on  the  appear* 
auce,  the  mere  appearance,  of  an  affront  offered  to  a  Jingle  French 
man,  while  he  himfelf  bears  the  infults  heaped  on  the  whole  town 
of  Norfolk  with  the  patience  of  a  (lave  drilled  to  fubmiffion  and  the 
Jafh. 

American 
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American  army,  the  magifirates,  however  they  may 
lament  fuch  difputes,  do  not  hold  themfelves  bound 
to  interfere  in  the  quarrels  of  private  individuals ;  they 
will  ever  fhow  a  promptitude  to  a6l  as  confervators 
of  the  peace,  but  do  not  confider  their  interpoiition 
as  necefTary  to  enforce  the  laws  of  politenefs  :--So  foon 
as  we  under  flood  that  hoflile  purpofes  were  in  medi 
tation,  an  arreft  was  fent  forward  againft  Mr.  Saun- 
ders,  for  the  purpote  of  preventing  difagreeable  con- 
fequences.  We  forbore  to  extend  our  authority  to 
the  officer  of  your  nation,  agreeable  to  the  tenth  ar 
ticle  of  the  Confuiar  Convention  between  our  re- 
Ipe&ive  Republics,  trufting  to  the  interpofition  of 
your  authority  to  feftrain  him. 

So  far  as  relates  to  thofe  perfons  denounced  by 
you  as  violators  of  the  laws  of  hofpitality  againll  the 
French  officer  mentioned  in  your  letter,  arrefts  were 
immediately  iffued  againil  Meffrs.  Johnflon  and 
L — — ,  The  infults  complained  of  by  you,  as  of 
fered  to  the  citizens  of  the  French  Republic  by  the 
foldiers  compofing  the  garrifbn  at  Fort  Norfolk,  can 
not  be  imputed  to  us  ;  that  garrifon  being  under  the 
command  and  control  of  a  Continental  officer,  and 
without  the  limits  of  our  jurifdiclion  : — a  remon- 
Itrance  to  him,  and  not  to  us,  would,  we  think,  be 
proper.  Confcious  of  that  recYitude  of  conduct 
which  has  ever  governed  the  magiftracy  of  this  bo 
rough  in  the  relation  between  them  and  the  citizens 
of  your  Republic,  we  feel  ourfelves  hurt  at  the  expref- 
iion,  that  "  juflice  for  injury  has  been  demanded,  and 
"  not  granted."  Permit  us  to  fay,  we  know  of  no 
inftance  in  which  juflice  has  been  demanded,  and 
withheld.  While  in  our  endeavours  to  keep  up  a 
good  understanding  between  the  citizens  of  our  own 
and  your  Republic,  we  keep  in  view  the  neceflity  of 
enforcing  an  obedience  to  the  laws  over  thofe  perfons 
more  immediately  under  our  jurifdiction,  we  con- 
an  equal  exertion  on  your  part  as  a  necefTary 

R  4  fop 
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ftep  thereto,  and  fubmit  to  you  the  expediency  of  a 
limitation  in  the  licenfe  granted  to  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  iliips  of  the  Republic  in  coming  on 
ihore.  The  translation  of  your  letter,  add  relied  to 
the  Court,  being  in  their  quarter  feffions,  has  ren*- 
dcred  a  delay  in  their  anfvver  unavoidable. 

I  am,   in  behalf  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  with 
refpecl,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

GEO.  LOYALL,  Mayor  *. 
Citizen  Duhall,  Vice-conful  of  the 

French  Republic,  Norfolk. 

To  Mr.  William  Colbetti 
SIR,, 
From  the  known  impartiality  of  your  Gazette,  I 

fern  directed  by  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  to  hand  you 

.          - • ./rii 

p. ~ . . _ 

*  If  the  former  Mayor  was  a  Jacobin,  the  prefent  one,  to  fay  the 
beft  of  him,  is  a  milk-fop.  Inftead  of  anfwering  the  impertinent 
complaint  by  a  bold  recrimination  on  the  infamous  conduct  of  the 
fans-culottes ;  inftead  of  entering  into  a  contradiction  of  the  falfe- 
hoods  it  contains,  and  convincing  the  world  that  the  pretended 
plaintiffs  were  the  real  aggreflbrs,  he  hafhes  up  a  fort  of  half-fri- 
cafTee,  half-ragoc,  nondefcript  difh,  intended  to  pleafe  the  palate  of 
the  frog-eater,  without  abfolutely  difguiting  the  people  of  Nor 
folk.  ' 

Befides  the  two  letters  above  inferted,  two  others  pafled  between 
the  Conful  and  the  Mayor.  The  Frenchman  increafes  in  impudence, 
and  the  Mayor  in  meannefs.  Finding  that  his  tacitly  abandon 
ing  the  inhabitants  was  not  fnfficient,  he  turns  accufer  himfelf.  He 
*'  laments  that  the  acts  of  individual  indifcretion  fhould  be  wrought 
up  to  a  manifeflation  of  national  hatred^'  and  has  the  unheard-of 
bafenefs  to  add,  that  he  hopes  no  fuch  conclufion  will  be  drawn, 
xvhen  it  is  recollected  that,  "in  every  attempt  to  preferve  the  pub 
lic  repofe,  the  magiftrates  have  fought  for  the  aggreflbrs  among  our 
own  citizens  only  /"  Thus  he  makes  a  merit  of  an  act  of  the  moil 
crying  injuftice,  and  that  committed  too  againft  his  own  country 
men,  i;gainfl  the  people  of  a  town  who  have  chofen  him  as  their 
guardian,  in  order  t6  favour  a  gang  of  foreigners  whofe  fole  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  port  is  to  prepare  for  a  cruife  againft  the  commerce  of 
America  I 

for 
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for  publication  the  annexed  tranflation  of  his  laft 
note  to  Col.  Pickering. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Market  Street,          Your  obedient  fervant, 
J3/A  July,  1797.  PHILIP  FATIO. 

To  Don  Philip  Fatio. 
SIR, 

In  acknowledging  your  polite  billet,  covering  a 
tranflation  of  the  lad  note  from  the  "  Knight  of  the 
boyal  and  diftmguljhed  Order  of  Charles  III?'  to  Ti 
mothy  Pickering,  Efq,  I  have  to  inform  you  (and  I 
do  it  with  extreme  regret)  that  it  is  come  too  late  for 
the  Porcupine  of  this  day ;  but  I  beg  you  to  be  a£- 
fured  that  it  fhali  be  played  off  on  the  fovereign 
people  to-morrow ;  and  that  too,  with  fuch  accom 
paniments  as,  I  truft,  will  entitle  me  to  hope  for  the 
favour  of  the  magnanimous  &U.&  natural  ally  of  the 
murderers  of  Louis  XVI. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

WM.  COBBETT. 
Office  of  Porcupine's  Gazette, 
a  quarter  pajl  12  Q  clock. 

FRIDAY,  14th  JULY. 

Spanlfli  Minifters  Letter  to  Mr.  Pickering.  The 
reader  will  recollect  that  Mr.  Pickering,  in  his  Report 
on  Spanifh  Affairs,  treated  the  little  Don's  imperti 
nence  with  becoming  contempt.  This  the  fribble 
does  not  like,  it  feems. 
SIR, 

Your  additional  Report  to  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  of  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  in  relation  to  the  pofts  and  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line,  which  I  find  publilhed 
in  all  the  newspapers,  obliges  me  to  trouble  you  with 

this 
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this  letter.  If  your  difcuflion  of  facts  had  been  as 
correct  and  impartial  as  there  was  reafon  to  expecl, 
I  fhoukl  not  have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  under 
taking  this  talk  ;  but  the  con  fir  U&  ion  which  you  are 
pleafed  to  put  upon  every  acl  of  the  Spanifh  officers,  in 
general,  and  efpecially  upon  thofe  in  which  I  am  per- 
fonally  concerned,  compels  me  to  obferve  upon  fc- 
veral  expreffions  which  I  have  noticed  in  your  laid 
Report. 

You  begin,  Sir,  with  faying,  "  that  although  I 
<*  had  juft  declared  I  had  reafons  for  iufpecting  an 
"  expedition  from  Canada  was  preparing  by  the 
<<  Britifh  againft  the  upper  part  of  Louifiana,  ye{  I 
"  never  mentioned  a  tingle  fac~lor  reafon  on  which 
"  my  fufpicions  were  founded."  In  my  letter  of  the 
2d  of  March  I  pointed  out  to  you  the  probable  route 
which  the  expedition  would  take  ;  and  in,  our  con 
ference  of  the  27th  of  February  I  gave  you  informa 
tion  that  a  corps  qf  350  men  had  been  raifed  at 
Montreal,  and  marched  towards  the  Lakes,  where, 
after  the  evacuation  of  the  American  forts,  there  was 
no  oftenlible  objecl  for  them.  I  alfo  told  you,  that 
I  knew  that  the  IBritiih  agents  had  treated  with  fome 
of  the  Indian*  nations  in  that  country  concerning  the 
intended  expedition  ;  and  I  added,  that  I  bad  re 
ceived  thofe  advices  from  a  perfon  \yho  might  be  de 
pended  on,  who  had  feen  thofe  new  levies  pafiing 
through  Johnftown  on  their  way  to  the  weftward. 
But,  even  fuppoiing  that  t  had  not  entered  into  any 
particulars,  even  fuppofing  that  my  own  information 
at  that  period  was  not  complete,,  yet  did  not  the  inte- 
reft  and  dignity  of  this.  Government,  did  not  its 
friendly  connexion  with  Spain,  require  that  it  fliould 
have  taken  every  proper  means  to  prevent  the  at 
tempt  we  were  threatened  with,  by  giving  fuitabk 
orders  to  General  Wilkinfon,  or  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  military  force  on  thofe  frontiers  ?  The 
abfolute  iilence  in  this  particular  of  the  documents, 

which 
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which  accompany  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
your  never  having  communicated  to  me  any  deter- 
jninate  difpofition  on  this  point,  as  you  do  in  your 
anfwer  to  rny  letter,  which  in  the  publication  is 
marked  No.  7,  afford  ine  fufficient  grounds  to  fear 
that  thefe  precautions  were  omitted.  You  add,  Sir, 
with  a  degree  of  candour  difficult  to  be  conceived, 
that  from  my  not  having  given  to  you  detailed  in 
formation  respecting  the  expedition,  and  from  the 
anfwer  which  you  received  on  the  i9th  ultimo  from 
theBritifh  Minifler,  you  believed  my  fufpicions  to  be 
groundlefs.  Is  it  poflible  that  any  one  will  candidly 
imagine,  that  if  the  Englifh  intended  to  violate  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  effect  a 
coup  de  main,  they  would  be  as  ingenuous  in  anfwer- 
ing  as  you  were  in  alking  their  Minister  the  quef- 
tion  ? 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  all  the  obfervations  which 
fuggett  themfelves  to  my  mind,  from  your  having 
communicated  to  Mr.  Lifton  the  contents  of  my  let 
ters.  I  expected  that  the  American  Government 
would  have  watched  his  motions,  and  taken  the 
means  which  I  have  already  mentioned  to  prevent 
the  fuccefs  of  a  limilar  enterprife  ;  but  I  never  could 
have  imagined  that  you  would  have  given  to  the 
Britifh  Minifter  a  piece  of  advice  which  might  enable 
him  to  alter  his  plan,  by  letting  him  know  that  the 
former  one  was  difcovcred.  By  the  line  of  conduct 
which  you  have  purfued  on  this  bufinefs,  I  am  con 
vinced,  that,  had  I  communicated  to  you  more  parti 
cular  details  refpecting  this  tranfaction,  you  would, 
with  the  fame  good-natured  franknefs,  have  given  in 
formation  of  them  to  Mr.  Lifton. 

But  if  you  did  believe  that  afking  this  queftionof 
the  Britifn  Envoy  was  the  moft  efficacious  means  to 
prevent  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  invafion  of  the  Spanifh  territory,  let 
afk  why  you  was  fo  remits  in  this  meafure,  that 

although 
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although  I  had  communicated  this  project  to  you 
verbally  on  the  zjth  of  February,  and  on  the  ad 
of  March  in  writing,  yet,  in  a  matter  obvioufly  fo 
urgent.,  you  only  wrote  to  the  Britifh  Envoy  on  the 
28th  of  April,  that  is,  two  months  afterwards. 

I  fhall  not  quit  this  fubje6t  without  taking  the  li 
berty  of  making  to  you  one  obiervation  which  is  in 
timately  connected  with  it.  By  the  date  of  the  let 
ter  I  have  jufl  mentioned,  it  evidently  appears  that 
I  gave  you  advice  of  this  intended  expedition  on  the 
zd  of  March,  and  that  three  days  before  I  had  given 
you  the  fame  information  verbally.  I  imagined,  from 
your  known  attention  to  buiinefs,  and  the  import 
ance  of  the  fubjedl,  that  you  would  have  fubmitted 
it  immediately  to  the  conlideration  of  the  Preiident 
of  the  United  States.  On  the  9th  of  March  I  had 
the  honour  of  fpeaking  to  Mr.  Adarns  at  his  lodgings 
at  Francis's  Hotel,  and  mentioned  the  fubjecl:  as  a 
matter  that  I  fuppofed  him  already  fully  informed 
of;  and  it  was  with  no  fmall  furprife  I  heard  him 
iky  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  I  produced  the 
map  which  I  had  in  my  pocket-book,  and  heliilened 
with  great  attention  to  all  that  I  had  to  fay  to  him. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  to  this  conference  with  Mr.  Adams 
that  I  was  indebted  for  your  anfwer  of  the  nth  of  the 
fame  month.  I  ihall  entirely  abilain  from  putting 
any  conftruclion  upon  thereafons  which  induced  you 
to  omit  making  this  communication  to  the  Preii 
dent  ;  but  they  mufl  have  been  very  powerful  mo 
tives  which  could  oblige  you  to  remain  fo  longfilent 
on  a  matter  of  fuch  importance. 

You  fay,  in  the  third  paragraph  of  your  Report,  that 
on  your  afking  me  what  meafures  Spain  had  taken 
in  order  to  carry  into  execution  that  part  of  the  treaty 
which  relates  to  the  withdrawing  \\it  garrifons,  I  an- 
fvvered  you  on  the  lyth  of  April,  that  I  had  been  for 
fome  months  without  receiving  letters  from  the  Baron, 
andconfequently  "  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  fteps 

"  which 
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"  vvliich  had  been  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  trea 
ty." — rFrom  this  expreffion,  which,  in  order  to  draw 
attention,  you  place  between  inverted  commas,  you 
iniinuate  an  inference  which  in  ray  opinion  is  very  far 
from  being  true,  when  you  add  immediately  after 
wards,  "  Never  thelefs  he  had  previou/ly  informed  the  Ba- 
"  ron  of  his  fuj pi  dons  of  a  projected  expedition." — What 
is  this  to  prove,  Sir  ?  That  the  Baron  indeed  had  re 
ceived  my  letters,  but  not  that  I  had  received  his. 
The  irregularity  and  uncertainty  of  navigation 
eafily  fhows  that  your  logic  on  this  point  is  ex 
tremely  falie. 

In  the  fifth  paragraph,  after  giving  an  account  of 
my  letter  of  the  241)1  ultimo,  arid  of  its  object,  you 
obferve  that  I  have  omitted  to  mention  among  the 
other  complaints  of  the  Baron,  that  of  Mr.  Elli- 
cott's  not  having  given  him  notice  of  his  arrival  at 
Natchez.  Permit  me  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  you. 
have  entirely  miflaken  what  I  had  the  honour  of 
telling  you  on  that  occafion — for  I  limply  men 
tioned,  not  as  a  complaint,,  but  as  a  mere  otyer-vation, 
that  the  Baron,  in  the  rigour,  might  not  have  confi- 
dered  Mr.  Ellicott  an  American  Commiffioner,  for 
not  having  given  him  on  his  arrival  official  notice  of 
his  appointment,  having  merely  informed  him  of 
it  in  the  way  of  a  confidential  communication. 
You  cannot  be  ignorant.  Sir,  that  there  are  certain 
requifite  formalities  when  nations  treat  with  one 
another  of  their  mutual  concerns,  which  are  not 
required  between  individuals.  The  Baron,  when 
he  fpeaks  in  this  manner,  clearly  points  out  his 
meaning,  that,  befides  the  confidential  letter,  the 
communication  of  which  you  conjider  as  fo  important^ 
no  doubt  he  expected  another  official  one,  includ 
ing  his  commiffion,  authority,  or  fome  other  docu 
ment,  to  afcertain  the  identity  of  the  perfon,  and 
the  object  of  his  miffion.  When,  on  my  arrival  in 
this  country,  I  had  not  yet  presented  my  creden- 
i  tials 
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tials  to  the  Prefident,  although  I  had  delivered  id 
you  a  copy  of  them,  you  might,  in  the  rigour,  not 
have  rccogniled  me  as  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  of* 
the  King  my  mailer,  for  want  of  having  complied 
with  that  necerTary  requilite  of  the  eftablifhed 
etiquette.  I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  in  the  prefent 
cafe  it  was  abiblutely  neceffary  to  go  through  a 
firnilar  formality ;  nor  did  the  Baron  mention  this 
but  as  a  mere  matter  of  obfervation,  which  was  not 
to  afFedl  the  objecl:  in  queftion,  although  you, 
thinking  that  it  affords  you  a  victorious  argument, 
are  pleated  to  give  to  this  circumitance  an  import 
ance  which  it  docs  not  deferve.  Befides,  Sir,  I 
might  obfer.ve  to  you,  that  when,  after  a  mixed  and 
dcfultory  conversation  upon  various  fubjecls,  I  had 
collected  and  methodized  my  ideas,  and  com 
mitted  them  to  writing,  your  anfwer  and  obferva- 
tions  ought  to  have  been  confined  to  the  written 
communication,  clothed  with  all  the  necefTary  for 
malities  ;  but  neither  do  I  wifh  to  make  of  this  an 
objecl  of  difcuffion. 

The  proof  which  you  give  in  the  iixth  paragraph 
of  your  Report,  to  fhow  that  it  is  not  certain  that 
Mr.  Ellicott  intended  to  get  pofleffion  of  Natchez 
by  furprife,  and  that  for  that  purpofe  he  had  en 
deavoured  to  gain  over  the  inhabitants,  is  merely 
negative.  From  your  examination  of  the  two 
perlbns  you  mention,  you  had  very  little  to  expect  : 
the  circum  fiance  alone  of  their  being  the  bearers  of 
Mr.  Eilicott's  difpatches,  points  out  that  they  were 
both  in  his  confidence ;  and  it  may  be  prefumed 
without  temerity,  that  being  his  friends,  or  em 
ployed  under  his  orders,  they  would  hardly  make  a 
denunciation  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  him. 
Governor  Gayofo  declares  that  he  has  proofs  of  the 
fa 61  in  his  power.  I  iliali  not  fail  to  apply  to  him 
for  them,  and  perhaps  I  may  one  day  fpeak  to  you 
m  ore  positively  on  this  buiinefs, 

1  After. 
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After  having  difcuffed  the  hiflory  of  tliefe  tranf- 
acTions  with  all  the  force  and  accuracy  which  refult 
from  thefe  obfervations,  you  afTure,  with  a  very  ill- 
grounded  confidence,    that   upon    a  view    of    the: 
whole  it  appears  that  his  Majefty's  Governors  on 
the  Milliflipi  have,  on  various  pretences,  poftponed 
the  running  of  the  boundary  line  and  the  evacua 
tion   of  the  polls.     But  I  appeal  to  that  candour 
which  you  have  fo  generoufly  fhovvn  to  the  Britifh 
Miniiler,  that  you  may  tell  me,  whether  it  can  be 
called  a  pretence,  that  the  Baron  cle  Carondelet,  who 
was  intr ufted  with   the  iafety  ofLouifiana,  refufed 
to  carry  into   execution  a  preteniion  that  was  not 
jitfulated  for  by  the  treaty  !     By  the  fecond  article  it 
is  only  agreed  that  the  garri/bns  {hall  be  withdrawn  ; 
and  as  1  had  the  honour  of  reprefenting  to  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  it  is   not   to   be  pre- 
fumed  that  it  could  ever  have  been  the  intention  of 
his   Catholic   Majefty   to  deliver  up   fortifications, 
which,  betides  that  they  have  coft  him  conliderable 
lums  of  money,    may,    by  the  efFecl  of  political 
viciilitudes,  be  one  day  prejudicial  to  his  fubjects. 
If  not  to  do  what  was  not  Jlipulated  for,  and  the 
execution  of  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  in- 
terefls  of  Spain,  is  a  fretence^  we  mutt  confeis  that 
it  is  a  very  plaufible  one. 

With  refpecl:  to  the  line  of  demarcation,  it  ap 
pears  by  the  correipondence  and  letters  of  the  Baron 
de  Carondelet,  which  are  in  my  poilcffion,  that 
although  he  entertained  the  fame  doubts  which  were 
iuggeited  by  Governor  Gayofo  refpecling  the  pofts, 
yet  he  was  conferring,  that  the  aftronomicai  obfer 
vations  {hould  be  begun  upon  ;  for  which  purpofe 
the  Engineer,  Mr.  Guillemard,  had  already  arrived 
at  the  Natchez,  with  all  the  initruments  and  ap 
paratus.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  things  when 
ray  communications  reflecting  the  intended  expedi 
tion 
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tion  got  to  hand  ;  from  that  moment,  imperious 
neceffity,  and  the  great  principle  of  ielf-defence, 
made  his  Catholic  Majelty's  officers  turn  their 
thoughts  to  objedls  of  a  more  urgent  nature.  Mr. 
Blount's  letter,  and  the  late  detected  confpiracy, 
evince  how  far  their  conduct  in  this  refpedt  was 
neceliary  ;  and  you,  Sir,  porYeffed  as  you  were  of  all 
the  facts,  when  you  laid  them  before  the  Prelident, 
ought  to  have  been  one  of  the  1  aft  to  have  ftig- 
matizc  d  the  motives  with  the  epithet  of  pretexts. 
So  palpable  an  attempt  to  make  groundlefs  and 
unfair  impreflions  on  the  public  mind,  is  well  cal 
culated  to  defeat  its  own  ends;  and  appears  ftill 
more  extraordinary  when  we  coniider  that  the 
American  Government  is  in  every  way  -anxious,  by 
its  own  confetlion,  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony 
with  Spain. 

Nor  do  jour  ill-founded  insinuations  ftop  here: 
fentiments  and  expreffions  ftill  more  violent,  flow 
from  the  fame  hafty  pen.  You  fay  in  another  part, 
<f  that  there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  believe  Mr. 
Elticott's  fulpicions  well  founded,  that  an  undue 
influence  has  been  exerciled  over  the  Indians  by 
the  officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  to  prepare 
"  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United  States." 
Fortunately,  Sir,  you  have  told  us  the  fource 
whence  you  derived  all  thofe  dreadful  conjectures 
of  yours  ;  otherwife,  perhaps,  the  weight  and  au 
thority  which  your  high  official  characler  ftanips 
upon  whatever  you  write  or  fay,  might  make  an 
undue  impreffion  on  the  public.  You  acknow 
ledge,  Sir,  'twas  a  private  letter  of  Mr.  Sargeant's 
(Secretary  to  the  North-  wefrern  Territory)  that 
gave  rife  to  your  furmifes  :  we  fhall  now  fee  what 
the  letter  lays. 
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fextraftofa  Letter  from  IFinthrop  Sargeant,  Efq.  Se 
cretary  of  the  North-weft  cm  Territory,  to  the  Se 
cretary  of  State ;  dated  Cincinnati ',  June  $d9  1797. 
"  General  Wilkinfon  fending  off  an  exprefs,  I 
"  feize  the  occalion  to  tranfcribe  for  you  fome 
sc  paragraphs  from  a  weftern  letter. — The  Spaniards 
"  are  reinforcing  their  under-pofts  on  the  Miilif- 
<;  iippi  confiderably.  General  Howard,  an  Iriih- 
"  man,  in  quality  of  Commander  in  Chief,  with 
"  upwards  of  three  hundred  men*  is  arrived  at  St, 
"  Louis,  and  employed  in  creeling  very  formida- 
<c  ble  works.  It  likewife  appears  through  various 
(i  channels,  that  they  are  inviting  a  great  number  of 
"  Indians  of  the  Territory  to  crofs  the  Mifliflippi ;  and 
"  for  this  exprefs  purpofe,  Mr.  Lorromie,  an  officer 
"  in  the  pay  of  the  Crown,  made  a  tour  through 
'•'  all  this  country  laft  fall,  fince  which  time  feve- 
cc  ral  Indians  have  been  fent  on  the  fame  errand, 
Cf  and  generally  furnifhed  with  plenty  of  cafh  to 
"  defray  their  expenfes.  A  large  party  of  Dela- 
((  wares  patTed  down  on  White  River  about  the 
"  6th  of  May,  on  their  way  to  the  Spanifh  iide, 
*c  bearing  the  national  flag  of  Spain,  fome  of  them 
"  from  St.  Louis.  They  (the  Spaniards)  have 
cc  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Mifliffippi, 
"  feveral  row-gallies  with  cannon.'* 

Now,  Sir,  what  inference  can  be  drawn  from  that 
letter  ?  Why,  that  the  Spaniards  have  fortified  Sail 
Louis,  and  availed  themfelves  of  every  means  of  de 
fence  that  the  country  afforded !  But  let  me  afk 
you,  Sir,  againfl  whom  is  it  that  they  were  thus 
preparing  to  defend  themfelves  ?  Surely  the  do 
cuments  which  you  have  laid  before  the  Prefidenr, 
and  the  momentous  bufinefs  which  now  engages  the 
attention  of  Congrefs,  and  agitates  the  public  at 
large,  afford  a  complete  and  fatisfaclory  anfwer. 
I  mentioned  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  zd  March, 
VOL.  YI,  s  that 
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that  the  object  of  the  Britiih  was  to  attack  Upper 
Louifiana,  and  take  San  Louis  and  New-Madrid 
by  furprife.  It  will  not  be  quetfioned  but  that 
prudence  required  of  us,  at  that  junclure,  to  fortify 
the  threatened  points.  This,  Sir,  was  all  we  did, 
and  this,  Sir,  you  knew  many  months  paft ;  yet 
Mr.  Sargeant's  letter,  which'  in  fubftance  fays  no 
tnore,  fills  you  all  at  once  with  fears  and  felf- 
created  apprehenfions,  and  makes  you  declare  in 
the  face  of  the  American  people,  "  that  the  Spanifh 
oilicers  are  exciting  the  Indians  to  a  rupture  with 
us."  No  one  will  fay  that  preparations  for  our  felt- 
defence  were  not  neceffary  on  our  part.  The  aflfur- 
ance  given  you  by  the  Briiifh  Minifter,  with  all  the 
appearance  of  a  confidential  communication,  but 
u'lihout  any  fignature^  did  not  infpire  the  fervants  of 
bis  Catholic  Majefiy  with  the.  fame  blind  confi 
dence  which  it  produced  in  you.  We  know  from 
daily  experience,  how  religioufly  the  Britifh  na 
tion  obferves  the  rights  of  neutrality.  Witnefs  the 
American  failors  !  Witnefs  the  Republic  of  Genoa, 
In  whofe  port  they  attacked  and  made  prize  of  the 
French  frigate  La  Modefte,  as  fhe  lay  at  anchor 
there.  Witnefs  the  inhabitants  of  Trinidad,  when 
the  Britifh,  though  then  in  amity  with  them,  en 
tered  the  capital,  with  drums  beating  and  colours 
flying,  in  purfuit  of  a  few  French  who  had  taken 
refuge  there.  Thefe  and  other  iniiances  of  the  fort, 
too  numerous  to  be  recapitulated,  make  us  lefs 
credulous  on  the  fcore  of  Great  Britain's  refpecl  for 
the  rights  of  neutrality  than  you  appear  to  have 
been. 

As  to  thofe  tender  confederations  which  actuated 
the  Britifh  Minifter  to  rejecl  the  plan  on  account 
of  the  inhumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  In 
dians,  I  did  expect  that  fuch  vague,  unauthen- 
ticated  declarations,  would  have  been  appreciated 
as  they  deferred  by  you,  Sir,  who  fought  in  the 
i  glorious 
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glorious  caufe  of  American  independence,  who 
witnefled  the  humanity  of  their  conduct  in  the 
courfe  of  that  war,  and  who  cannot  be  ignorant  of 
what  has  happened  flnce. 

Your  afcribing  hoftile  views  to  the  preparations 
for  our  felf-defcnce,  cannot,  Sir,  have  been  matter 
of  much  furprife  to  me,  after  having  heard  a  certain 
member  of  Congrefs,  who  is  known  to  be  the  organ 
of  the  will  of  Administration,  declare,  in  that  Houfe, 
he  afcribed  to  the  fame  motives  the  preparations  we 
were  making  for  the  defence  of  Florida,  though 
probably  he  was  not  ignorant,  at  the  very  time,  of 
their  real  object.  Thus  then,  Sir,  according  to 
your  mode  of  reafoning,  and  that  of  the  gentle 
man  I  have  juft  alluded  to,  though  we  were  certain 
of  being  attacked,  and  though  we  were  not  certain 
that  the  American  Government  had  taken  the  pro 
per  meafures  for  protecting  its  neutrality,  yet  we 
were  to  adopt  no  meafures  for  our  defence,  but 
tamely  fuffer  his  Majefty's  forts  and  pofleflions  to  be 
taken,  and  all  this  for  fear  of  creating  ill-founded 
fufpicions  in  your  minds  ! 

If  you  have  not  been  very  fuccefsful,  Sir,  in  the 
folidity  of  your  reafonings,  you  appear  not  to  be 
more  fo  in  the  method  of  following  them.  After 
having  denounced  us  to  the  whole  American  nation 
as  ftirring  up  the  Indians  againft  the  United  States, 
and  preparing  them  for  a  rupture,  you  fall  into  the 
moft  glaring  inconfiftency  in  the  following  para 
graph  : — "  Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  the  In-, 
66  dians  to  direct  hoftilities  againft  the  United 
*c  States,  has  been  contemplated  and  promoted  by 
"  any  of  our  own  citizens,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
"  fay  ;  but  that  one  or  more  of  thofe  citizens  have 
"  propofed  and  taken  meafures  to  detach  the  fouth- 
"  ern  Indians  from  the  interefts  of  the  United 
"  States,  and  to  deftroy  the  influence  of  the  public 
0  agents  over  thofe  nations,  and  thus  to  defeat  the 

s  2  "  great 
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"  great  objects  of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of 
"  which  is  to  preferve  peace,  is  certain." 

I  again  appeal  here,  Sir,  to  your  generous  can 
dour.  How  is  it  poffible  to  reconcile  fuch  evi  - 
dent  contradictions  ?  On  the  one  hand  the  Spanifh 
officers  are  thofe  who  excite  the  fouthern  Indians 
againlt  the  United  States,  and  on  the  other  you 
quickly  follow,  prcfuming,  with  fufficient  founda 
tion,  in  my  opinion,  that  it  may  be  fome  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  But  although  you  might  en 
tertain  any  doubts  yourfelf  on  the  fubjeel,  which  I 
am  fure  no  perfon  in  America  will,  after  reading 
Mr.  Blount's  letter,  did  not  this  very  fame  doubtful 
cafe  and  uncertainty  require,  in  your  fituation,  more 
circumfpect  language  ?  And  if  even  in  this  cafe 
you  appear  to  have  gone  beyond  what  found  policy, 
the  tranquillity  and  interetl  of  the  United  States 
required,  how  much  more  unjuft  are  your  infinua- 
tions  againft  Spain,  when  the  public  poffefTes  in 
Mr.  Blount's  letter  a  document  by  which  they  can 
fee,  that,  if  the  manoeuvres  with  the  Indians  were 
not  favourable  to  the  United  States,  tney  were  pre- 
cifely  combined  to  attack  the  Spaniards  ?  From 
this  method  of  reafoning  of  yours,  it  appears  as  if 
the  Spaniards  were,  jointly  with  Mr.  Blount,  liirring 
up  the  Indians  to  attack  themfelves. 

Refpecling  the  laft  article  of  your  Report,  I  have 
only  to  obierve,  that  although  you  have  conflantly 
allured  me  that  Government  had  not  the  leait  inform 
ation  refpecling  the  fubjecl  of  my  reprefcntations, 
and  although  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jaekfori,  of  Georgia, 
appears  to  coincide  with  your  ideas,  neverthelefs 
time  has  fhown  that  I  have  complied  with  rny  duty 
by  not  repofing  on  fuch  aflu  ranees.  The  plot  is 
difcovcrcd,  and  nobody  any  longer  doubts  that  the 
expedition  was  to  have  taken  place. 

After  having  followed  you  tlep  by  itep  through 

the 
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the  various  points  of  your  Report  to  the  Preficlent,  I 
fhall  make  a  fhort  compendium  of  iuch  as  arife  from 
this  letter ;  from  which  it  refults, 

1.  That  on  the  2yth  of  February  I  gave  you  fufh*- 
cient  particulars  refpecling  the  intended  expedition, 
to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  this  Government. 

2.  That  although  to  this  verbal  communication 
I  added  another  in  writing  on  the   zd  of  March, 
the  Prefident  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge  of  it  on 
the  9th  of  the  fame  month.,  and  that  without  doubt 
you  mull  have  had  very  powerful  motives  to  pre 
vent  you  from  communicating  it  to  him. 

3.  That  it  does  not  appear  by  the  documents  pre- 
fentcd  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  Government  had 
given  orders  to  the  military  commanders   to  caufe 
the  territory  and  neutrality  of  the  United  States  to 
be  rcfpeeted. 

4.  That  you  made  to  the  Englifh  Minifler  a  com 
munication,  which  in  my  opinion  you  ought  not ;  and 
that  even  if  you  thought  it  neceffary,  you   delayed 
doing  it  for  two    months;  that  is,  from   the    27th 
of  February  to  the  28th  of  April,  although  it  re- 
fpecled  a  molt  urgent  and  important  object. 

5.  That  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  could  very  well 
have  received  my  letters,  without  its  necefYarily  fol 
lowing  that  his  had  come  to  hand. 

6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  reprefent  Mr.  Ellicott's 
not  writing  to  him  officially  as  a  complaint,  but  as  an 
olfervation,  and  that  in  fact  he  never  has  done  it  in 
tl^ofe  terms. 

7.  That  the  proofs  you  allege  to  exculpate  Mr. 
Ellicott,  refpecling  his  intentions  of  taking  the  fort 
of  Natchez  by  furprifc,  are  purely  negative. 

8.  That  it  is  not  merely  pretences,  but  very  power 
ful  reatbns,  which  have  impeded  the  evacuation  of 
the  pofr,  and  the  running  of  the  boundary  line. 

9.  That  the  infinuations  by  which  you  are  willing  to 
perfuade  the  American  people  that  our  arming  is  di- 

s  3  reded 


262  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

reeled  againfl  them,  are  unjuft  as  well  as  unfounded, 
as  by  Mr.  Blounfs  letter  it  is  clearly  demon  il  rated  to 
be  a  precaution  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  defence. 

jo.  That  you  evidently  contradict  yourfelf,  when 
on  one  hand  you  are  pleafed  to  attribute  to  us  the 
movements  of  the  Indians,  and  in  the  very  next  pa 
ragraph  you  ilunv  it  might  proceed  from  American 
citizens,  as  it  acmally  does  according  to  Mr.  Blount's 
letter ;  and  that  he  acted  with  the  knowledge  and 
intelligence  of  the  very  fame  Britifh  Miniiler,  in 
\vhofe  private  notes,  without  fignaturej  and  perhaps 
not  of  his  own  hand-writing,  you  place  fuch  impli 
cit  confidence. 

IT.  That  although  in  all  your  official  communica 
tions  you  have  always  manifefted  to  me  that  the 
American  Government  knew  of  nothing  which  in 
dicated  any  foundation  for  my  fufpicions,  Mr. 
Blount's  letter  clearly  proves  that  I  was  perfectly  in 
the  right. 

I  have  thus  fulfilled  a  very  difagreeable  duty. — 
Always  dcfirous  to  contribute  to  ftrengthen  the  bands 
of  fricndfhip  which  unite  Spain  and  America,  and 
to  which  their  lituation,  their  wants,  and  refources, 
invite  them  ;  I  have  feen  with  the  moil  profound 
grief,  that  the  language  and  tenour  of  your  commu 
nication  to  the  President,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  cal 
culated  to  promote  Ib  deferable  an  object  to  us  all. 
For  my  part,  although  I  fhall  leave  nothing  undone 
to  cement  the  union  aud  harmony  with  a  nation 
which  I  refpect ;  neither  ihall  I  ever  fuffer  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  King  my  mafter,  in  any  cafe  whatever, 
to  be  Sacrificed  to  an  unjuft  partiality. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  you  many  years. 
Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

CARLOS  MARTINEZ  DE  YRUJO. 

Philadelphia,  July  nth,  1797. 
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To  Philip  I'atio  *. 
Office  of  Porcupine  s  Gazette,  i^tb  J'ulj^  1797. 

DEAR  DON, 

Having,  by  your  kind  note  of  yeilerday,  been 
invited  to  a  correfpondence  with  you,  I  now  avail 
my  (elf  of  the  invitation,  in  addrefling  to  you  a  few 
obfervations  on  the  letter  of  your  C/ie-valiet;  this  day 
pub! iflied  in  my  Gazette. 

Upon  receiving  your  note,  the  firft  thought  that 
flruck  me  was,  that  Don  De  Yrujo  was  another 
Quixote,  fallied  out  in  tearch  of  adventures,  and 
that  you  were  his  Sancho  Panza,  trotting  quietly  at 
his  heels,  difcharging  his  drudgery  and  dirty  work  ; 
but  though  you  may  be  an  exact  likenefs  of  the 
Squire,  both  in  body  and  mind,  I  find,  upon  a 
perufal  of  your  Knight's  letter,  that  my  conceptions 
nad  done  infinite  injury  to  the  hero  of  the  romance  ; 
for  the  language  and  manner  of  the  former  bear  a 
much  ftronger  refemblance  to  the  filly  and  brutal 
reproaches  of  a  French  fans-culotte,  than  to  the 
modefl,  though  manly  remonftrances  of  the  learned 
and  accomplished  Knight  of  La  Mancha. 

To  enter  into  a  detailed  examination  of  this  im 
pudent  letter  would  require  a  Sacrifice  of  time  that 
I  am  not  inclined  to  throw  away  upon  the  production 
of  a  Don.  Suppoiing  every  word  of  it  to  be  true 
(which  I  am  far  from  doing,  by  the  by),  it  does 
not  invalidate  a  fingle  fentence  contained  in  Mr. 
Pickering's  Report.  Controverfy  is  therefore  out  of 
the  queftion ;  it  is  the  intention  of  the  publication 
which  is  alone  worthy  of  notice. 

The  grand  object  of  French  policy,  as  it  refpects 
North  America,  is,  to  acquire  fuch  an  influence  over 
the  United  States  as  to  be  able  at  all  times  to  diredt 
their  councils,  and  of  courfe  command  the  aid  of  their 
various  refources.  Knowing  themfelves  unable  to 

*  Secretary  to  the  Spanifli  Minifter. 

s  4  obtain 
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obtain  this  influence  by  fair  means  ;  feeing,  notwith- 
ftanding  outward  appearances,  that  the  Americans 
do  not  in  their  hearts  love  either  Frenchmen,  French 
manners,  or  French  goods,  they  have  long  been  en 
deavouring  to  fall  on  fome  mode  of  acquiring  by 
their  power,  what  has  been  refilled  to  their  intrigues. 

Having  no  fleet  able  to  meet  their  enemy  at  fca, 
they  could  not  attack  us  on  that  fide.  If  they  had 
been  maflers  of  that  element,  their  fraternal  cannon- 
balls  and  bomb-fhells  would  long  ago  have  laid  our 
towns  in  afhes.  Senlible  of  their  weakncfs  here, 
they  lurried  their  baleful  blafting  looks  towards  the 
Mifiiiiippi,  and  feeing  your  poor  humiliated  Catholic 
mafter  (1  will  not  call  him  King)  in  pofTeifion  of  the 
frontier,  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  order -him  to 
deliver,  as  the  highwayman  does  the  defencelefs  tra 
veller. 

Unfortunately  for  the  character  of  your  nation, 
your  mafter  had,  juft  before  receiving  this  word  of 
command,  made  a  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
which  fripulates  for  the  furrender  of  certain  pofts, 
that  his  new  allies  looked  upon  as  conveniences  not 
to  be  done  without,  when  the  country  ihould  come 
into  their  hands.  Your  Governors  have,  therefore, 
been  ordered  not  to  give  them  up  according  to  treaty; 
and  in  order  to  juftify  the  retention  of  them,  they 
and  Don  Martinez  have  had  recourfe  to  the  many 
futile  and  miferable  pretexts  which  have  been  ex- 
pofed  to  the  public  in  Mr.  Pickering's  Reports,  and 
the  documents  accompanying  them. 

Among  thefe  pretexts  one  was,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  hold  them  to  defend  the  Spanifh  terri 
tory  againft  an  expedition  from  Canada,  which  your 
Chevalier  told  the  Government  was  preparing.  This 
excufe  was  treated  as  it  d'eferved  ;  it  was  looked  upon 
as  a  mere  ftory,  invented  for  the  purpofe  of  procraf- 
tination,  and  to  maik  the  real  objecl:  of  the  hoftile 
preparations  of  your  countrymen.  Thefe  preparations 

are 
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are  ftill  continued  with  a  vigour  well  calculated  to 
alarm  the  people  of  thefe  Slates,  and  therefore  every 
exertion  is  making  on  your  part  to  divert  their  atten 
tion  from  them.  Blount's  ambiguous,  inexplicable 
letter,  and  the  construction  which  your  friends  have 
endeavoured  to  give  it,  furnifhed  Martinez  with 
what  he  looked  upon  as  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
corne  forward  with  a  if  did  not  I  telly ou Jo  .<*"  and  thns 
to  juftify  the  detention  of  the  pofts,  and  the  warlike 
preparations  that  are  going  forward  ;  and,  if  poffible, 
to  Him  the  refentment  of  the  people  of  this  country 
from  Spain  to  Great  Britain. 

But  whatever  mean  opinion  you  Spaniards  may 
have  formed  of  our  intei lefts,  few  of  us  are  beafts 
enough  to  be  mifled  or  deceived  by  you.  Our  dear 
lifter  republic  is,  indeed,  allowed  to  throw  powder 
in  our  eyes;  when  fhe  pleafes  ;  but  you  are  not  repub 
licans  yet ;  and  though  you  may  be  fo  in  a  very  little 
time,  we  muir  Hill  look  upon  you  as  fubjeclis  of  the 
King  of  (he  Inquifition  :  by  you,  therefore,  we  are 
not  fo  ealily  blinded.  As  to  an  expedition  from 
Canada,  none  was  ever  preparing  or  intended  ;  the 
fcoundrels,  who  wanted  to  found  Mr.  Lifton,  pro- 
pofed  an  expedition  by  fea  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh. 
Blount's  letter  favs  nothing  about  Canada,  nor  were 

^  O 

any  overtures  ever  made  to  Mr.  Lifton  by  Blount, 
or  on  his  behalf.  How,  then,  does  his  letter  confirm, 
what  Yrujo  had  faid  about  an  expedition  from  Ca 
nada  ?  If  it  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  any  authority  at 
all,  it  gives  his  ftory  the  lie. 

As  to  the  infamous  confpiracy,  as  the  treacherous 
hirelings  of  France  call  it.  and  perhaps  juftly,  there 
is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  Don  Martinez  knows 
much  more  of  it  than  the  Britifh  Minifter  ever  did. 
The  projectors  were  all  of  the  democratic,  French, 
Spanifh,  outlandifh,  anti-federal,  infamous  faction. 
Blount  hrmfelf  has  voted  with  the  partifans  of  France 

on 
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on  every  queilion  that  has  come  before  him  this  laft 
feffion  of  Congrefs  ;  and  is  it,  then,  probable  that 
thefe  villains  really  meant  to  ferve  Great  Britain  ? 
No ;  what  is  generally  believed  on  the  fubjecT:  is  the 
truth ;  that  is,  that  they  were  employed,  as  Mr.  Lif- 
ton  fufpecled,  to  inlinuate  themfeives  into  h\b  con 
fidence  ;  very  likely  to  prevail  on  him  to  procure  an 
expedition  which  they  might  betray,  or  at  leaft  to 
take  fome  incautious  ftep  that  might  produce  a  rup 
ture  between  Britain  and  America  :  and  as  to  Blount's 
letter,  it  feems  to  have  been  written  on  purpofe  to 
be  intercepted,  feeing  that,  through  the  honourable 
conduct  of  the  Britifh  Minifter  and  his  Court,  all 
the  other  fnares  had  proved  unfuccefsful. 

However,  we  will  fuppofe  for  a  moment  that  you 
had  really  your  fears  of  an  affault  from  Canada. — * 
That  fear  is  over  now  ;  the  plot,  you  fay  yourfelves, 
is  all  difcovered,  and  confequently  no  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  our  territory  will  now  take  place  to 
our  difadvantage.  Why  then  does  not  Don  Gayofo 
give  up  our  pofts  ?  Why  do  you  not  fulfil  your  part 
of  the  treaty  as  we  do  ours  ?  Or,  rather,  why  do  I 
ailc  thefe  lilly  queflions  ?  Tlie  pofts  are  never  to  be 
given  up,  the  line  is  never  to  be  run.  No  fuch 
things  are  intended,  and  Citizen  Don  Martinez's 
letter  is,  like  all  his  other  communications  on  the 
fubjecl:,  only  intended  to  amufe  us,  to  make  us  doubt 
of  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  our  Government, 
and  thus  weaken  its  feeble  arm,  while  your  callow- 
hided  countrymen  are  furrounding  us  in  behalf  of 
your  treacherous,  bk)ody,  and  "  natural  allies/' 

After  having  pointed  out  ^hat  I  am  certain  is  the 
object  of  this  at  once  ftupid  and  malicious  perform 
ance,  give  me  leave  to  fay  a  word  or  two  on  the 
infulting  manner  in  which  it  was  yefterday  commu 
nicated  to  the  people.  In  the  firll  place  it  ifTued  from 
the  prefs  of  a  fcoundrel  who  lias  long  been  fupported 


JULY,  1797.  267 

by  your  a  natural  allies"  the  cut-throats  of  France> 
and  who  does  not  attempt  to  deny  that  he  is  in  their 
pay.  From  this  proftituted  prefs  the  facets  were 
taken  by  certain  ill-looking  vagabonds,  and  diflri- 
buted  about  the  city,  with  as  little  modefiy  as  the 
bills  of  K  d  >(?or  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  I  am  far 
from  hinting  that  this  was  beneath  the  "  Knight  of 
"  tilt  dijimguijti&d  Order  of  Charles  III"  The  age 
of  chivalry  is  gone,  as  Burke  lays.,  and  that  of  boor- 
iflinefs,  meannefs,  and  rafcality  has  fucceeded, — 
What  notions  of  honour  can  a  man  have,  who  could 
thus  floop  to  court  the  favour  of  the  populace  of  a 
foreign  country  ?  But,  indeed,  what  notions  of  ho 
nour  can  reafonably  be  expecled  from  the  reprefent- 
ative  of  a  power,  who,  for  the  fake  of  imaginary 
fecurity,  bafely  deferted,  and  treacheroufly  turned 
his  arms  againft  his  ally  ;  of  a  king,  who  at  the  lame 
time  that  he  calls  himfelf  the  Mqft  Catholic,  makes 
a  league  with  atheifts  againft  the  head  of  the  church, 
while  he  afks  his  benediction ;  who  fuffers  himfelf 
to  be  called  the  natural  ally  of,  and  who  profeffes  the 
Jincereft  efleem  and  friend/hip  for,  a  band  of  rebels  who 
have  dethroned,  infulted,  degraded,  and  murdered 
the  choice  ft  branch,  the  pride  of  his  family  ?  Of 
fuch  a  king  I  am  far  from  faying  that  Don  Yrujo  is 
an  unworthy  reprefentative  *. 

I  Ihould  now,  my  dear  Fatio,  enter  on  an  examin 
ation  of  the  infult  offered  to  this  Government,  in 
the  above  publication,  and  of  the  punifhment  that 
ought  to  attend  it  ;  but  as  I  am  afraid  I  have  already 
trefpafled  on  your  patience  too  long,  I  fhall  defer  it 
till  my  next.  I  am  afraid  I  trefpafs  a  good  deal  on 
your  precious  time,  but  you  will  do  me  the  juftice  to 

*  Don  Martinez  is  a  fubfcriber  to  my  gazette.  If  he  fends  them 
home  carefully,  they  muft  afford  infinite  delight  at  the  Court  of 
Madrid. 

allow 
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allow  that  I  did  not  folicit  the  correfpondence.    You 
have   brought  the  evil   on  yourfelf,  and  you  muft 
bear  it,     As  you  have  brewed  fo  you  muft  bake. 
I  pray  God  to  preferve  you  many  days. 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

P.  PORCUPINE. 

Mr.  Bayard. — Mr.  Bayard,  from  Delaware,  was 
appointed  on  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Repreientatives,  who  are  now  lilting  on  the  fubject 
of  the  confpiracy,  in  which  Governor  Blount  makes 
fo  confpicuous  a  figure,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dana, 
from  Connecticut,  who  declined  ferving. 

Mr.  Gerry  is  appointed  Envoy  to  France,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Dana,  who  declined  the  appointment. 

Mr.  Pitt. — The  following  is  a  linking  inftance 
of  the  lying  malice  of  the  American  Captains  :  the 
article  is  taken  from  a  New- York  paper  of  yef- 
terday. 

"  Captain  Hinckley,  from  Liibon,  gives  an  ac- 
r<  count  of  a  frigate  having  arrived  there  from  Eng- 
"  land,  which  brought  word,  that  the  mutiny  in  the 
"  Britifh  fleet  had  arifen  to  fuch  an  height,  that  an 
"  engagement  had  actually  commenced  between 
"  feveral  fhips,  and  it  was  conjectured  that  this 
"  frigate  was  difpatched  to  give  intelligence  of  the 
"  fituation  of  the  grand  fleet  to  Admiral  Jervis. — 
"  N.  B.  Captain  Hinckley  had  read,  previpus  ,to 
"  this  intelligence,  in  the  Englifh  newfpapers,  the 
"  accounts  of  the  mutiny  in  the  fleet  at  Portfmouth. 
ic  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  this  frigate  there  were 
«  three  mails  due  at  Liibon  from  England — which 
"  had  excited  confiderable  alarm.  It  was  currently 
"  reported  at  Lifbon,  and  generally  believed,  that  Mr. 
*c  Pitt  had  alfcondedfrom  England — or  rather  that  he 

"  dared 
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dared  not  appear  in  public,  and  was  obliged  to  con- 


tnue  ncog. 

o 


SATURDAY,   i5thJuLY. 
To  Philip  Fatio. 

Office  of  Porcupine's  Gazette,   lyljuly,    1799. 

DEAR  DON, 

In  fulfilment  of  the  promife  T  made  you  yefterday, 
I  fhall  now  make  an  obfervation  or  two  on  the  infult 
offered  to  the  American  Government,  in  the  publi 
cation  of  the  letter  of  Citizen  Yrujo. 

The  Citizen  in  one  part  of  his  letter  tells  Mr. 
Pickering,  that  he  "  cannot  be  ignorant  that  there 
"  are  certain  requifite  formalities,  when  nations  treat 
f£  with  one  another  of  their  inutaal  concerns,  which 
*•  are  not  required  between  individuals."  This  b 
among  the  very  few  truths  that  are  to  be  found  in  his 
letter,  and  from  it  we  muil  inetitably  conclude,  that 
he  has  the  modefty  to  think  Mr.  Pickering  notfo  ig 
norant  as  liinifelf)  or  that  he  does  not  look  upon  the 
United  States  as  a  nation ;  for  let  me  afk  you,  what 
individual,  what  fwindling,  what  blackguard  indi 
vidual,  was  ever  treated  with  lets  formality  than  he 
has  treated  the  American  Government,  and,  through 
it,  the  American  people  ? 

The  idea  of  appealing  from  the  Government  to 
the  people  originated  in  the  Jacobin  Club  of  Paris. 
Genet  was  the  hardened  fcoundrel  who  firft  threat 
ened  it  here,  and  what  he  threatened  Adet  put  in 
execution,  flipping  out  of  the  way  of  a  penalty  by 
declaring  himfeif  no  longer  Minifter.  At  lait  comes 

*  I  have  often  aflerted  what,  I  hope,  nobody  will  now  call  in 
queftion,  that  the  American  Captains  of  veflels  are  the  moft  mali 
cious  and  moft  lying  Icoundrels  in  the  univerfe.  Who  would  be 
ibrry,  now,  to  hear  that  this  fellow,  on  his  next  voyage,  had  been 
flripped  and  flogged  by  the  French  ? 

Don 
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Don  Carlos,  who,  improving  upon  the  example  of 
thefc  great  mailers  in  iufolence,  not  only  makes  his 
appeal  in  a  more  diredt  and  explicit  manner,  but  re 
tains  his  functions  as  Minifter,  and  laughs  at.  the 
anger  of  thofe  whom  he  has  infulted  !  Oh  !  that  I 
\vere  Prefident  for  about  three  hours  ! 

When  Adet's  appeal  was  received  by  the  Govern 
ment,  lie  was  no  longer  a  public,  Minifler;  it  there 
fore  became  a  question,  with  fome  people,  whether 
the  Government  could  legally  order  bun  away  or 
not  ?  But  your  n; after  Martinez's  cafe  is  quite  dif 
ferent  :  by  his  retaining  his  public  character  the  diffi 
culty  is  removed  ,  he  may  be  iiUtantly  commanded 
to  quit  the  country  ;  ar/J  unlefs  he  is,  and  that  too 
witii  every  mark  >(•  refentmem,  I  fhall  not  be  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  the  Prefident  kicked  into  the  ftreet  in 
lefs  than  fix  months. 

Gracious  Heaven!  iflfiilted  by  a  Spaniard  !  Eight 
years  w^r  and  rmfery,  r.nd  a  hundred  thoufand  men 
flretchod  dead  upon  the  plains  of  America,  and  all 
to  purchafe  a  kick  from  a  tawny-pelted  nation,  which 
Americans  had  ever  been  taught  to  defpife  !  I  dare 
fay  you  laupl  u>  yourfelves  when  you  read  over  the 
endlefs  and  bombaitical  accounts  of  the  celebration 
of  oar  independence,  while  you  fee  us  fo  tamely  fub- 
mit  to  the  taunts,  the  abufe,  and  robberies  of  you 
and  your  bloody  and  natural  allies.  If  you  do  not 
laugh,  the  reft  of  the  world  will,  and  therefore  you 
may  as  xvcll  join  in  the  roar. 

I  fhall  conclude  our  correfpondence  for  the  prefent 
by  a  (king  you  how  Mr.  Blount  came  to  have  cards  of 
invitation  from  DON  CARLOS  DE  MARTINEZ  ? — I  am 
informed  that  fuch  cards  were  found  among  his  pa 
pers  ;  and,  if  fo,  I  hope  you  will  have  the  candour 
to  confefs,  that  what  1  hinted  at/yefterday  refpe6ting 
his  being  in  the  confidence  and  pay  of  the  French 
and  Spaniards,  may  now  be  afferted  as  a  facl. 

I  grcatjy  applaud  the  humane  fentiments  of  Don 

Carlos ; 
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Carlos :  fuch  fentiments  always  come  with  a  good 
grace  fro m  a  Spaniard  \  particularly  when  expreffed 
towards  your  natural  allies,  feven  hundred  of  whom 
your  countrymen  butchered  in  cold  blood,  at  Fort 
t)auphin,  no  longer  than  about  two  years  ago  *.— 
After  a  humane  and  friendly  action  like  this,  it  is  no 
wonder  to  fee  you  fraternize.  You  are  the  only  na 
tion  on  earth  who  can  vie  with  the  French  in  perfidy 
and  cruelty,  and  therefore  it  is  with  fingular  propriety 
you  call  each  other  your  natural  allies. 

I  pray  God  to  prefer ve  you  a  few  days  longer. 
Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

P.  PORCUPINE. 

Receipt  to  make  a  Patriot. — MR.  PORCUPINE,  As 
every  man  who  has  made  a  difcovery  that  is  ufeful  to 
his  country  deferves  well  of  it,  I  requeft  you  will 
publifh  the  following  receipt,  which  has  been  the 
fruit  of  many  years  clofe  Itudy  and  experiment ;  that, 
before  I  flip  off  the  flage,  I  may  put  in  my  claim  to 
a  fmall  portion  at  leaft  of  this  merit. 

PARACELSUS  SECUNDUS. 

Take  of  the  arfenic  of  liberty  and  equality,  fuch 
as  is  manufactured  at  the  Luxemburg  in  Paris,  a 
pound  of  each  :  let  them  be  fufed  in  a  crucible  *f* 
(made  of  equal  parts  of  gambling  and  debauchery), 
until  every  grain  of  property  is  completely  evapo 
rated.  Over  a  ftrong  heat  this  part  of  the  procefs 
will  foon  be  over.  Take  the  mafs  that  remains  at 
the  bottom  of  the  crucible,  let  it  cool,  and  after  re 
ducing  it  to  a  powder,  put  it  into  a  brafs  vefTel,  filled 
nearly  to  the  top  with  ambition,  fraud,  and  diffimu- 


*  This  was  the  mod  cruel  and  perfidious  affair  that  ever  the 
world  witnefled. 

f  Thefe  crucibles  may  be  had  in  moft  of  the  large  cities  in  any 
quantities. 

lation, 
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lation,  about  one  gallon  of  each  :  to  thefe  add  half* 
a  gill  of  republican  virtue,  juft  enough  to  give  the 
liquor  a  proper  colour ;  more  would  fpoil  it.  Let 
this  compoiltion  fiand  for  twenty-four  hours  in  a 
warm  place,  and  it  will  yield  you  a  beautiful  blood- 
coloured  tincture,  equal  to  any  that  was  ever  feen, 
even  at  Paris.  After  it  has  properly  digefted,  add 
one  ounce  of  French  faith,  as  much  of  Spanim  ho 
nour,  and  about  a  dram,  rather  lefs  than  more,  of 
American  courage  of  the  growth  of  76,  if  to  be  had. 
Stir  the  whole  well  together,  till  all  the  ingredients 
arc  completely  difTolved  in  the  tincture,  which  may 
be  known  by  its  turbid  afpect,  and  the  intolerable 
flench  that  arifes  from  the  vefTel.  Laftly,  decant 
the  liquor  into  (rrong  Hone  bottles,  for  it  will  buril 
the  ilrongeft  glafs,  and  preferve  it  for  ufe.  If  pro 
perly  made,  it  will  keep  for  years,  and  bear  the  longefr. 
lea  voyage. 

One  wine-glafs  full  of  this  taken  in  a  morning  on 
an  empty  ftomach,  and  backed  by  another  of  true 
Coniac  brandy,  will  almoft  inftantly  produce  all  the 
fymptoms  of  a  patriot  ;  it  will  make  a  man  gnafh 
his  teeth  and  fwear  moil  outrageoufly  whenever  he 
fees  an  Englifhman,  or  only  hears  the  name  of  Great 
Britain  mentioned ;  and  if  you  {how  him  a  handful 
of  louis  d'or,  or  if  he  even  hears  them  rattle,  he 
laughs  immoderately,  and  his  hand  is  fpontaneoufly 
Itretched  out  to  receive.  But  uhat  is  moil  extraor 
dinary  in  the  operation  of  this  tincture  is,  that  after 
a  dofe  or  two,  the  more  a  man  is  kicked  or  caned, 
the  more  he  fawns  and  fondles  ;  fo  that  after  a  week 
or  ten  days  (teady  ufe  of  it,  the  whole  rhan  is  tranf- 
formed,  body  and  foul,  into  a  fpaniel  dog,  and  ever 
afterwards  walks  on  all  fours. 

N.  B.    This  incomparable  elixir  pat  not  ique  is  fold 

only  at  the  offices  of  the  Aurora  in  Philadelphia,  of 

the   Argus   at   New -York,,    and  the  Chronicle  at 

2  Bofton ; 
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Bo  ft  on  ;  at  each  of  which  places  the  curious,  by 
inquiring  for  the  patriotic  editors,  may  fee  living 
proofs  of  its  moil  wonderful  effects. 

MONDAY,  1 7th  JULY. 

Spanifh  Infolence  and  Eafenefs. — MR.  PORCUPINE, 
Ever  fince  Spain  has  been  governed  by  princes  of  the 
Bourbon  family,  the  Spanifh  name  has  been  difgraced 
in  peace  and  in  war;  every  important  meafure  has 
been  directed  by  the  crooked  politics  of  France.— 
This  connexion,  like  the  obfcene  harpies  of  old, 
contaminates  whatever  it  touches.  But  never  has 
this  been  fo  confpicuous  as  in  the  prefent  reign, 
and  more  efpecially  at  the  prefent  period. — The 
degenerate  Prince  that  now  fways  the  Spanifh 
fceptre,  whom  the  French  have  kept  on  the  throne, 
merely  as  a  trophy  of  their  power,  or  as  the  butt  of 
their  infolence,  feems  defiitute  not  only  of  the  dig 
nity  of  a  king,  but  of  the  common  virtues  of  a  man  ; 
not  content  with  allying  himfelf  to  the  murderers  of 
a  benevolent  Prince,  who  was  the  flower  of  his  fa 
mily,  he  has  become  the  fupple  tool  of  all  their  moft 
nefarious  politics. 

As  the  Sovereign  is  at  home,  fo  is  the  Minifter 
abroad ;  the  one  is  governed,  like  a  dependant,  by 
the  nod  of  the  five  defpots  at  Paris,  and  the  other 
by  the  directions  of  the  French  agents  in  America. 
Becaufe  thofe  infidel  tyrants  had  thought  proper  to 
rob  and  infult  this  countiy  and  its  government,  and 
we  have  thought  proper,  I  am  lorry  to  add,  to  fubmit 
to  it,  the  obfequious  imitative  Don  muft  attempt 
the  fame,  in  order  to  participate  in  the  guilt,  and 
lelTcn  the  infamy  of  his  mafters. 

Surely  if  a  revolution  is  ^ver  to  be  recommended, 
it  is  when  a  prince  thus  emails  ruin  and  difgrace  on 
himfelf  and  his  people,  as  Charles  the  iVth  has  done 
by  this  alliance  with  the  regicide  Directory  of  F;  ance. 
Befides  what  fhe  paid  to  purchafe  a  dilhonourable 

VOL.  vr.  T  peace, 
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peace,  Spain  has  already  loft  large  fums  in  fpecie,  a 
confiderable  part  of  her  navy,  and  a  very  valuable 
ifland ;  and  if  fhe  perfift  in  her  prefent  ftupid  fyftem 
of  obedience,  without  claiming  the  lecond-light  of 
a  Scotchman,  I  will  pronounce  her  ruin  inevitable. 

Nothing  is  wanted  but  a  conjoint  operation  be 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  open 
a  way  to  all  the  riches  of  Mexico ;  and  however 
Spain  may  deceive  herfelf,  it  is  not  all  the  crooked 
manoeuvres  of  French  and  American  Jacobins,  who 
are  as  much  her  enemies  as  ours,  that  can  long  pre 
vent  it.  Events  are  pointing,  with  the  clearnefs  of 
a  funbeam,  to  the  abfolute,  irrefiftible  neceflity  of 
fuch  a  coalition.  The  bafe  fubfidized  agents  of 
Prance  cannot  long  check  the  jufl  retcntment,  or 
relifl  the  meafures  of  a  high-fpirited  and  free  people, 
who  fcorned  to  receive  the  law  from  freemen,  and 
\vill  never  fubmit  to  receive  it  from  flaves.  The  proud 
fpirit  of  '76,  that  encountered  dangers  far  more  tre 
mendous  than  any  that  now  prefent  themtelves,  will 
burlt  out  with  the  greater  violence  for  being  fo  long 
retrained,  and,  fpreading  from  north  to  fouth,  will 
bear  down  all  oppolition. 

The  ilrength  of  this  Government  is  great,  in  its 
various  resources,  as  well  as  in  the  affection  of  all 
its  citizens,  a  few  bafe  profligates  excepted  ;  and  no 
thing  but  the  want  of  an  union  of  councils,  and  an 
exceffive  love  of  peace,  has  hitherto  prevented  our 
enemies  from  feeling  it.  We  hold  the  fate  of  the 
French  and  Spaniih  Weil  Indies  in  our  hands; 
and  without  having  recourfe  to  the  infernal  practice 
of  the  French,  the  arming  of  Haves  againft  their 
anafiers,  we  are  able,  with  a  finall  naval  aid,  to  re 
volutionize  all  the  kingdom  of  Mexico. 

But  with  all  this  reipec'' Ability  of  ilrength  and  cha- 

racler,  it  has  been  the  unhappy  fate  of  this  Govern* 

nient  to  fubmit  to  violations  and  indignities  fclmoft 

without  example  ;  and  this  has  been  owing  as  much 

a  .to 
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to  the  tamenefs  of  its  friends,  as  to  the  audacity  of 
its  enemies :  for  while  thefe  have  been  united  and 
perfevering,  as  all  confpirators  are,  thofe  have  been 
torpid,  and  without  any  union  or  combination  of 
efforts . 

In  the  prefent  flate  of  things  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  is  little  more  than  a  lhadow ;  it  is 
really  not  worth  what  it  coft  to  acquire  and  fupport 
it;  and  unlefs  a  flop  can  be  put  to  the  progrefs  of 
faction  and  foreign  interference,  inflead  of  a  bldling, 
it  will  ere  long  be  a  burden,  which  even  the  vaffals 
of  Pruffia  would  not  take  off  our  hands  as  a  gift. 

I  remember  what  the  Tories  prophefied  at  the  clofe 
of  the  revolution  war  :  "  The  profpect,"  faid  they, 
64  that  now  looks  fo  bright,  will  foon  be  darkened 
st  by  clouds  heavier  than  any  that  have  yet  hung  over 
"  you.  Your  Government  will  be  torn  by  civil 
"  factions,  and  you  will  be  toffed  to  and  fro  like  a 
"  tennis-ball,  by  the  contending  nations  of  Europe. 
<c  France,  which  you  now  hug  as  an  ally  and  equal, 
"  will  corrupt  your  citizens,  and  foment  divilions 
<c  among  them,  by  which  your  Government  will  be 
"  fo  weakened,  that  it  will  not  dare  to  oppofe  her 
<{  ambitious  defigns.  She  can  never  forget  her 
"  being  expelled  from  this  country  with  difgrace, 
<£  nor  will  fhe  fail  to  improve  the  firft  opportunity 
"  to  recover  fome  part  of  it." 

This  is  almoft  fulfilled  in  the  prefent  unfortunate 
irate  of  things,  but  the  cafe  is  not  without  a  remedy, 
if  prompt  decifion  and  firmnefs  is  adopted  on  the 
part  of  Government  and  its  influential  friends.  To 
thefe  the  great  body  of  the  well- affected  citizens  look 
for  an  example.  They  feel  the  wounds  of  their 
country  ;  they  refcnt  them,  and,  if  properly  led,  would 
fpeedily  avenge  them.  Tkey  fear  neither  the  foreign 
enemy,  nor  the  daftardly  traitors  among  themfelves, 
but  would  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  facrificing  to 
both  their  much  injured  and  infulted  country. 

T  2  In 
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In  what  coniiils  the  principal  ftrength  of  France  ? 
It  is  the  poifon  of  her  principles  among  the  mob, 
and  corruption  of  her  money  among  the  rebels  and 
parricides.  Theie  have  been  the  bale  diabolical  arts 
by  which  fhe  has  done  as  much  as  by  her  arms  ;  and 
miferable  has  been  the  fate  of  all  thofe  countries, 
where  they  have  not  been  feaibnably  and  vigorouily 
oppofed.  If,  after  fo  many  examples  to  teach  us,  we 
continue  to  fold  our  arms,  and  wrap  ourfelves  up 
in  an  imagined  iecurity,  our  turn  will  come  next ; 
and  we  ihall  add  one  more  to  the  gloomy  catalogue 
of  the  tributaries  of  France. 

Therefore  let  the  friends  of  their  country  and  its 
Government  afibciate,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  fup- 
port  the  conftituted  authorities,  and  to  oppofe  their 
enemies  by  fpirited  and  united  efforts.  While  traitors 
and  foreign  emifTaries  are  daily  infuiting  the  chief 
magiflrate  by  virulent  and  inflammatory  publications ; 
when  the  Ministers  of  France  and  Spain,  forgetting 
common  decency,  obtrude  their  appeals  on  people, 
in  order  to  miflead  the  ignorant ;  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  thofe  who  condemn  fuch  criminal  conducl  to  de 
clare  their  rdblution  to  oppofe  it. 

AN  OLD  SOLDIER. 

Dallas,— -An  confequence  of  my  advertifement  for 
froof  of  Mr.  Dallas  s  not  being  an  'Engli/hman,  I  have 
this  morning  received  a  very  valuable  morfel  of  fans- 
culotte  biography,  which  I  intend  laying  before  my 
readers  to-morrow. 


TUESDAY,    i8thJuLY. 

Blount's  Flight. — AJhort  JLxtracl  from  a   Cluster  in 
the  Book  of  Numbers. 

8.  And,  behold,  when  they  had  made  an  end  of 

their  consultations  they  were  fore  perplexed,  for  no 

i  man 
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man  could  devife  where  the  plot  would  iiTue,  or  who 
would  be  fafe  in  the  day  of  inquiiition. 

9.  Then  the  leaders  of  the  band  of  conlpirators 
came  forth  from  the  tabernacle,  that  ftandetii  on  the 
highway,  even  the  tabernacle  of  Satan  ;  and  they 
brought  out  a  live  goat  to  make  a  fin  offering. 

10.  And  Reltub  the  Hibernite,  and  Bow-wow  the 
gladiator*,  took  him  by  the  horns,  and  they  pre- 
iented  him  alive  before  the  altar,  to  make  an  atone 
ment  for  the  iins  of  many  ;  and,' behold,  when  they 
had  put  their  hands  on  him  they  let  him  go,  and  the 
goat  fled  and  efcapecl  into  the  wildernds  ;  and,   lo, 
from  that  day  even  unto  this,  he  is  called  the  fcape- 
goat  of  confpiracy. 

11.  Depart,  faid  they,  and  travel  fouthward  until 
thou  comeft  into  the  wildernefs  of  iin,  which  is  in 
the  land  of  the  Ifhmaelites,  and  there  conceal  thyfelf 
in  dens  and  fail  places,  until  the  day  of  inquiiition 
is  palled  over. 

12.  Now  in  thofe  days  there  was  a  man   named 
JLlicab  I  en  Ehcab,  who  was  defcerided  from  the  great 
forcerer  of  Quilfylvania  ;  and,  behold,  this  man  was 
a  linner,  like  unto  Balaam  the  fon  of  Beorf  who 
went  to  curfe  Ifrael  in  the  days  of  Balak.     He  alfo 
loved   the   wages   of   unrighteoufnefs  ;    and   report 
goeth,  that  he  made  a  covenant  with  the  devil,  never 
to  fpeak  the  truth  with  his  lips. 

13.  The  fame  was  high-prieft  of  the  band  of  con- 
fpirators,  and  having  feized  a  fheep  out  of  a  ilrange 
flock,  he  fwore  by  the  gods   Phrviofe  and  Floreal, 
that  this  iheep  was  a  goat,  albeit  no  man  believed 
him. 

14.  And  he  took  and  he  brought  the  fheep  to  the 
altar  to  tacrifice  him  ;  and  having  made  a  prepara 
tion  of  oil  and  foot,  with  divers  incantations  he  be- 
fmeared  the  iheep  therewith,  from  his  horns  even  to 

*  Butler  and  Tbomat  Blount  were  bail  for  Senator  Blount. 
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the  tip  of  bis  tail  ;  nathlefs  the  oil  and  the  foot 
both  difappeared  as  foon  as  the  fun  rofe  and  fhone 
upon  them. 

15.  Then  all  the  people  faw  the  heart  of  Encab 
len  Ehcab  was  filled  with  all  manner  of  falfehood 
and  bitternefs,  and  they  arofe  with  one  accord,  and 
took  him  without  the  camp,  and  they  ftoned  him 
with  Hones,  as  a  troubler  of  the  peace  oflfrael. 

Webfter. — To  PETER  PORCUPINE.  SIR,  Your  fore 
antagoniit,  poor  Noah  Wcbfter,  Efqiiire,  has  had 
another  relapfe  of  madnefs  (fuppofed  to  be  the  hy 
drophobia).  I  have  not  yet,  however,  heard  that 
he  bites,  but  he  raves  and  he  prophefies  more  than 
ever.  The  lucid  interval  which  he  lately  enjoyed, 
was  generally  attributed  to  the  dreffing  which  you 
gave  him  in  your  March  Cenfor.  Coercive  mea- 
fures  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  again  neceffary  to  bring 
this  unhappy  man  to  his  fenfes.  In  his  Minerva 
of  the  4th  of  July  laft,  he  not  only  fqueezes  con 
jecture  to  the  very  dregs,  but  he  talks  wildly  and 
incoherently  about  "  the  late  intelligence"  which 
(he  fays)  opens  to  a  part  of  Europe  the  confoling 
profpecl:  of  peace,  and  to  all  the  world  forne  hope 
that  the  pacification  will  be  general.  "  There  are, 
however,  good  reafons  to  apprehend  that  the  peace 
will  not  be  general^  and  if  general^  that  it  will  not 
be  durable,"  Excellent  logic  for  fome  clay-headed 
readers  !  it  is  truly  what  the  profefTor  of  pedantry 
calls  "  the  caufation  of  caufes,  and  the  caufe  of 
things."  He  next  proceeds  to  fhow  the  jftate  of  the 
Engliih  fleet,  their  debt,  the  bank,  the  alarming 
condition  of  Ireland;  and,  after  talking  "  much 
about  its  goddefs,  and  about  it,"  and  every  thing 
being  cut  and  dry,  this  maniac  anticipating  newf- 
paper  writer  obferves,  "  Having  conquered  Portugal, 
andfhutout  Englifh  commerce  from  her  ports, France 
will  perhaps  turn  her  attention  to  the  Hanfe  towns, 
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end  play  the  lame  game  with  them.  In  the  mean 
time  France  will  ftrain  every  nerve  to  repair  her 
marine,  fo  as  to  annoy  the  trade  of  England ;  fhe 
will  countenance  the  infurreclions  in  Ireland,  con 
tinue  the  alarms  of  invaiion,  keep  up  the  expendi 
tures  of  Great  Britain,  and  prevent  the  refloration 
of  credit,  unfit  aftormjhall  burjl  forth  into  a  REVOLU 
TION."  Wonderful  Noah  !  amazing  prophet !  This, 
according  to  Bayes,  is  truly  to  elevate  and  furpnfe. 

Lucian,  with  a  happy  pencil,  ridicules  fuch  men  : 
he  obferves,  "  War  is  the  parent  of  all  things,  when 
one  action  can  make  fo  many  hiliorians;  and  I  have 
heard  of  many  of  them  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of 
what  was  to  happen  hereafter."  He  afterwards 
mentions,  "  that  the  people  of  Abdera  were  feized 
with  a  violent  epidemical  fever,  which  raged 
throughout  the  whole  city,  continuing  for  feven 
days  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  a  copious  dif- 
charge  of  blood  from  the  noftrils,  in  fome,  and  in 
others  a  profufe  fweat,  carried  it  off:  it  was  at 
tended,  however,  with  a  ridiculous  circumftance  ; 
every  one  of  the  perfons  affected  by  it,  being  fud- 
denly  taken  with  a  fit  of  tragedizing,  and  fpouting 
iambics."  Noah's  difeafe  is  fomewhat  of  this  type, 
his  phantafma  being  entirely  of  the  tragic  call,  as  he 
talks  of  doling  the  drama,  the  revolution  of  em 
pires,  and  indeed  unfolds  fuch  horrid  crimes  to  his 
credulous  readers,  as  to  make 

"  Their  knotty  and  combined  locks  to  part, 
"  And  each  particular  hair  to  ftand  on  end 
<c  Like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porcupine."  SHAK. 

This  fee-faW)  cameleon-like  Editor  fhows  fome  me 
thod,  however,  in  his  madnefs,  for  he  minutely 
takes  the  advice  which  Mr.  Cambridge  gave  to  the 
London  gazetteers :  *•'  I  would  advife  you  (fays 
this  gentleman)  in  general  not  to  be  fparing  of 
your  paragraphs,  either  in  number  or  in  length;  and 

T  4  if 
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if  you  alfo  take  care  to  add  a  proper  quantity  of  your 
own  reflections,  yonr  paper  will  be  greedily  bought 
up  by  all  members  of  oratories,  rcafoning  Ibcieties, 
and  other  talkative  aifemblies  of  this  moft  eloquent 
metropolis.'* 

Neither  is  Noah  by  any  means  lingular  in  being 
a  prophetical,  political,  and  dictatorial  newfman^  for, 
in  the  hiftory  of  Currantoes  and  Mercuries,  we 
find,  that  Woods  or  Tooker,  thofc  diurnal  and  heb 
domadal  hifiorians,  published  a  paper,  called, 
66  News,  Old  News,  and  luch  News  as  you  never 
heard  of."  Then  Tallied  forth  Marchmont  Need- 
ham,  the  prototype  of  prophet  Noah,  who,  in  op- 
polition  to  thofe  daily  and  weekly  detailers,  brought 
forth  a  Gazette,  entitled,  "  News  for  fifty  Years  to 
come" 

The  times  then,  like  the  prefenr,  were  wild  and 
out  of  joint,  and  almoft  every  prefs  groaned  with 
conjcelures,  prophecies,  and  lamentations ;  but 
Noah,  in  this  enlightened  age,  fecms  to  out-herod 
them  all  ;  he  balances  Europe  with  as  much  facility 
as  a  grocer  would  a  pound  of  fugar,  and  decides  the 
fate  of  empires  with  as  much  promptnefs  and  infal 
libility  as  a  fortune-teller  delineating  the  future  lot 
in  life  of  a  gaping  country  bumpkin  ;  and  at  laft 
modeftly  allures,  that  nothing  can  prevent  the 
completion  of  his  predictions,  but  the  "  intervention 
of  a  miracle" 

A  little  purging,  bleeding,  bliftering,  and  vomit 
ing,  would  be  of  infinite  fervice  to  this  bewildered, 
puritanical  journalift,  fuch  as  adminiftered  by  Swift 
and  Pope  to  Edmund  Curl  of  old.  It  muft  be  al 
lowed,  however,  that  he  is  a  friend  to  Government ; 
but  a  bad  advocate,  you  know,  often  injures  a  good 
caufe :  his  nonfenfe  and  his  ravings  become  now 
truly  infufFerable.  Callimorphus,  a  phyfician,  who 
wrote  the  Hiitory  of  the  Parthian  War,  talking  of 
himfelf,  finds  out,  "  that  a  phyfician  mufl  be  the 

fitteft 
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fiitefl  of  all  men  to  write  hiflory,  becaufe  Efcu la- 
pi  us  was  the  fon  of  Apollo,  and  Apollo  the  leader 
of  the  Mules,  and  the  great  prince  of  literature.'* 
Analogous  to  this  argument  is  Noah's  deduction, 
that,  becaufe  he  has  been  a  loldier,  a  mafter  of  fcho- 
lars  (a  fchool  mafter),  a  language -maker  (a  com 
piler  of  a  fpellmg-book),  a  lawyer,  a  conftitution- 
maker,  and  a  newfpaper  editor,  he  is  qualified 
to  be  a  political  writer  and  a  prophet.  Touch  up 
this  infane  man  with  the  lafh  of  fatire,  reflore  him 
to  his  priitine  fenfes,  and  bring  him  again  to  be  a 
mere  retailer  of  facls ;  advife  him  too  not  to  revo 
lutionize  *  either  the  constitution  or  the  language  of 
England.  He  cudgels  his  brains  too  much  with 
matters  far  beyond  his  reach  :  let  him  continue  the 
war  with  the  democrats ;  his  courage  and  abilities 
are  adequate  to  fuch  an  undertaking  ;  but  if  he  goes 
one  iota  farther,  he  mufl  lofe  himfelf.  Z. 

New- York,  iQth  July,  1797. 

Dallas.— MR.  PORCUPINE,  Obferving  in  a  late 
Gazette,  that  you  advcrtife  for  an  authentic  account 
of  the  birth  of  Alexander  James  Dallas,  in  order  to 
afcertain  whether  he  is  an  Englifhman  or  not ;  I 
believe  the  following  memoir  of  this  man  can  be 
fubftantiated  with  fuch  proof  as  to  entitle  me  to  the 
offered  reward  of  ten  dollars. 

This  famous  fans-culotte  is  a  Creole  of  Jamaica, 
fent  to  England  by  the  bounty  of  a  relation,  where 
he  was  educated.  What  lefibns  he  received  there, 
we  can  only  judge  of  by  the  fruit  they  produced — 
if  they  were  thole  of  morality  and  political  integri 
ty,  they  mufl  have  been  perverted  by  the  natural 
depravity  of  his  mind.  He  there  married  a  decent 


*  Vide  Minerva  of  the  8th  inft. — a  word  entirely  the  coinage  of 
his  own  difturbed  imagination. 

woman, 


GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

woman,  and,  when  of  age,  returned  to  Jamaica  5 
but,  finding  the  climate  of  the  tropics  not  fuited 
to  the  inflammatory  difpofition  of  his  brain,  ho 
came  here  with  his  wife,  accompanied  by  his  bro 
ther,  Stewart  Dallas,  and  his  family,  under  all  the 
appearances  of  wretch ednefs  and  poverty,  naturally 
produced  by  the  indolence  and  vices  of  an  unfettled 
life.  Stewart  foon  found  he  could  not  get  bread  to 
eat  here,  and  returned  to  the  iiland,  where  expenlive 
clothing,  and  winter  fuel,  were  not  necefTary.  Our 
hero's  refources  were  more  fruitful :  he  hired  a 
garret,  where  he  fnuggedit  in  a  cheap  way,  with  his 
wife  and  a  child.  Here,  by  writing  a  ballad  now 
and  then,  for  the  poetical  retailers  of  the  ftreets, 
making  once  in  a  while  a  feaman's  will,  and  acting 
occasionally  as  a  copyift  for  a  low-priced  convey 
ancer,  he  made  fhift  to  provide  a  fcanty  fupply  of 
victuals  ;  the  rent  was  left  to  chance  *.  Very  for 
tunately  for  him,  and  unfortunately  for  this  poor 
State,  fome  favourable  incident  introduced  him  to 
the  notice  of  Hallam  and  Henry,  proprietors  of  the 
old  theatre,  who  took  him  into  pay  on  low  wages, 
to  write  fquibs  for  them,  and  puff  up -their  pieces  ; 
belides  which,  he  ufed  to  acl:  in  an  emergency  as 
a  deputy  prompter.  This  bettered  hiscircumrtances ; 
but  fo  prone  was  he  to  pleafure  and  vanity,  that  the 
hard-earned  acquisitions  of  a  month  would  be  laid 
out,  with  the  addition  of  what  little  credit  he  could 
procure  for  domeftic  fupplies,  in  a  dance  and  fupper 
for  a  Saturday  night  (after  he  had  got  a  fet  of 
down-ftairs  rooms),  in  order  to  fupport  his  con- 
fequence  with  a  few  fafhionable  acquaintance  he 
had  addrefs  enough  to  mix  with,  though,  in  the 


*  It  was  while  he  was  in  this  fituation,  I  prefume,  that  my 
old  one  and  feven-pence  halfpenny  friend  Bradford  lent  him  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar  to  buy  fugar. — See  Ccnfor  for  Sept.  1796. 

eniuing 
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enfuing  week,  his  houfe  would  be  aflaulted  for 
debts  under  forty  {hillings,  without  number.  In  this 
way,  however,  he  rubbed  along  by  hook  or  by 
crook,  fometimes  with  a  full  board,  at  other  times 
with  an  empty  one  ;  until,  moft  fortunately  for  him, 
the  federal  confiitution  of  the  United  States  was 
propofed  for  public  difcuflion.  As  no  hirelings 
were  wanted  by  the  refpectable  citizens  and  people  of 
property,  he  inftantly  declared  for  the  gang  of  op- 
pofinon,  defperadoes  who  panted  for  plunder,  and 
wifhed  for  an  opportunity,  by  throwing  the  country 
into  diforder  and  confuiion.  Here  he  fuit  made 
himfelf  noticed  -by  the  vociferation  of  his  howl  ings, 
and  by  the  Billingtgate  inventive  of  his  writing. 
This  was  "  a  grand  movement"  for  Dallas,  to 
quote  the  phrafe  of  his  friend  Genet.  Our  demo 
crats  foon  dilcovered  he  would  make  an  active 
tool,  and  be  an  ufeful  inftrument  in  their  hands. 
Governor  Mifflin  therefore  took  him  into  patronage, 
and  brought  him  forward  into  public  life,  as  Se 
cretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  was,  however, 
privately  underitood  between  them,  that  he  was  alfo 
to  be  the  Governor's  Secretary,  that  is,  to  write  his 
fpeeches  and  anfwers,  to  fcandalize  and  befpatter 
his  opponents,  to  fetch,  carry,  and  .  for  him ; 

and,  in  fhort,  do  what  no  one  but  a  convict,  to  lave 
his  devoted  neck,  would  have  condefcended  to 
undertake.  Various,  however,  as  were  the  functions 
of  his  new  office,  our  hero  foon  became  fo  expert, 
and  followed  up  his  beginnings  with  fo  much  art 
and  impudence,  that  the  matter  was  foon  converted 
into  the  man ;  and  his  Excellency,  our  chaile  and 
honefr,  and  fober  and  patriotic  Governor,  became 
the  mere  cat's-paw  of  the  Secretary, 

In  this  lituation  he  came  forward  as  the  fophif- 
tical  fupporter  of  that  arch  fiend  Genet,  and  exerted 
all  its  addrefs  to  protect  him  from  the  bold  and 
manly  expofure  of  his  bale  practices  by  Mr.  Jay 

and 
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and  Mr.  King :  the  event,  however,  funk  our  Se 
cretary  ftill  more  in  the  opinion  of  honefl  men, 
but  attached  him  clofer  to  "  our  lifter  republic  :" 
he  became  a  French  advocate  with  a  'very  liberal 
faJary,  aflumed  the  direction  of  the  democratic 
focieties  founded  by  Genet,  and  completely  go 
verned  the  mother  club :  the  Jacobins  rallied  round 
him,  and  no  one  figured  with  more  eclat  in  town- 
meeting  harangues  to  a  giddy  populace.  Genet 
recommended  him  to  Fauchet,  whole  favours  he 
ihared,  as  one  of  the  famous  flour-merchants. 
The  cords  of  union  were  drawn  ftill  clofer  between 
him  and  Citizen  Adet,  of  blunderbufs  memory  ;  and 
it  is  fuppofed  his  circumitances  are  now  fo  eafy, 
that  he  had  fortitude  or  cunning  enough  to  keep 
clear  of  the  over-drawings  on  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  which  fo  many  of  his  intimate  friends 
were  concerned.  He  has  iince  figured  as  the 
abufer  of  the  late  Preftdent,  the  juftifier  of  Munroe, 
and  the  defender  of  Blount,  is  a  conftant  para- 
graphiit  for  Bache's  repolitory  of  filth,  and  an  aclive 
oppofer  of  federal  meafures  in  every  way. 

This,  then,  is  the  man — he  is  part  Creole,  and 
fart  Rnglijk — he  is  more  French  than  either ;  and  fo 
variable  are  his  politics,  that  the  higheit  bidder  may 
always  be  fure  of  them.  He  has  been  bowing  and 
fawning  the  laft  winter •,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Britijk 
Minifier,  who  might  eafily  command  his  fervices,  if 
he  chofe  to  open  his  purfe  :  but  I  fuppofe  he  wifely 
thinks  that  the  fidelity  of  a  treacherous  Jacobin  is 
never  to  be  depended  upon.  Now,  Sir,  fubmitting 
rny  claim  to  your  premium,  I  fubfcribe  myfelf,  Mr* 
Porcupine, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

A  FRIEND  TO  GOVERNMENT. 

Philadelphia,  July  15,  1797. 

ANSWER* 
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ANSWER. 

SIR, 

I  have  no  doubt  of  your  being  a  real  "  Friend  to 
Government ,"    and  I  therefore    feel    myfelf    much 
honoured  by   your   communication  refpecling  the 
advocate  of  the  French  Republic*     I  am,   however, 
obliged  to  refufe  to  comply  with  your  expectations 
as  to  the  reward,  the  demand  for  which  feems  to 
have  been  grounded   on  a    mifconception   of  the 
terms  of  the  offer.     "  Thus,"    fay  you,    "   he  is 
part  Engli/h,  part  Creole,  &c."    If  this  be  correct, 
the  reward  is  not  your  due,  for  it  was  not,  as  you  feem 
to  have  underftood  it,  offered  as  a  recompenfe  for 
proving  "  whether  Mr.  Dallas  was  an  Englijhman  or 
not ;"  but  for  producing  fatisfaclory  proof  that  he 
was  not  an  Englijhman.     It  is  calamity  enough  to 
have  reafon  to  fear  one's  felf  the  countryman  of  fuch 
a  man,  without  paying  for  the  fad  affurance  of  the 
fact.     Known  for  an  Englishman  myfelf,  refolved 
to  be  known  for  one  as  long  as  I  poffefs  the  faculty 
of  fpeech,  and  hearing  Dallas  called  an  Englifh- 
rnan,  I  was  anxious  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace,  which, 
as  his  countryman,  was  reflected  on  me ;  for  this 
reafon  it  was  that  I  advertifed  for  a  fatisfactory  proof 
of  his  not  being  an   Englifhman;  andr  as  you  fay 
that  he  is  part  Englijh,  you  have  not  produced  the 
fatisfaftory   proof  required,   and,  confequently,  are 
not  entitled  to  the  reward. 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  thus  Itate  my  reafbns  for 
rejecting  your  claim,  I  cannot  help  acknowledging 
my  obligations  to  you,  for  your  kind  endeavours  to 
relieve  my  mind  from  a  burden  by  which  it  has 
been  long  oppreffed.  You  have  made  me  half 
happy  by  arTuring  me,  that  the  advocate  of  the. 
French  Republic  was  not  born  in  England ;  if  you, 
or  any  one  elfe,  can  fatisfy  me  that  his  progenitors 
were  French,  Spanifh,  Turkifh,  Mohawk,  or  any 

thing 
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thing  but  Englifh ;  in  fhort,  if  it  can  be  made  out 
by  "  hook  or  by  crook"  as  lie  made  out  his  living, 
that  he  has  not  a  drop  of  Englifh  blood  in  his 
veins,  I  not  only  promife  to  pay  the  reward  of  tea 
dollars,  but  to  give  a  hogfhead  of  the  befl  London 
porter  into  thjs  bargain. 

I  am -your  moil  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

P.  PORCUPINE^ 
Philadelphia,  July  18,  1797. 


WEDNESDAY,   19th  JULY. 

Williams  the  American  Traitor. — St.  John's,  An 
tigua,  May  i.  The  Ihip  William,  Captain  At- 
kinfon,  from  Lancaiter  and  Cork,  bound  to  this 
ifland,  has  been  taken  and  carried  into  Point 
a  Petre.  She  failed  from  Cork  on  the  i4th  ult. 
and  on  the  1 7th,  lat.  7°  N.  and  long.  59°  30'.  W.  in 
company  with  the  Ihip  Betfey,  Captain  Fleek,  from 
Glafgow,  fell  in  with  a  French  privateer  fchooner, 
of  10  guns,  full  of  men,  moflly  Americans,  and 
commanded  by  one  Williams  an  American.  The 
privateer  immediately  attacked  the  Betfey,  which 
after  fonie  refinance  ftruck,  and  was  fent  off  for 
Guadaloupe ;  after  which  an  engagement  com 
menced  between  the  William  and  the  privateer, 
and  continued  for  five  hours,  when  the  latter  was 
obliged  to  iliecr  off.  A  gentleman  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  who  lately  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken 
by  the  French,  allures  us  that  he  is  perfonally  ac 
quainted  with  Williams,  whofe  Chriflian  name  is 
llaac,  a  native  of  Norwich,  flate  of  Connecticut; 
and  that  he  has  treated  forne  of  his  countrymen, 
that  fell  into  his  hands,  with  the  greateft  bar 
barity. 

American  Traitors. — Captain  Sands,  of  the  Olive- 
branch,  from  Bourdeaux,  affure$  us  that  the  num 
ber 
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ber  of  Americans  who  have  Ihipped  themfelves  on 
board  French  privateers,  with  a  view  of  enriching 
themfelves  on  the  fpoils  of  their  countrymen,  is  hy 
no  means  fmall.  Many  of  thefe  men  hold  com- 
miffions.  This  fact  would  appear  incredible,  were 
it  not  confirmed  by  repeated  teftimonies.  From 
this  circumftance  it  would  appear,  that  the  brutal 
injuries  to  which  our  merchants  are  patiently  fub- 
mitting,  is  in  a  great  meafure  afcribable  to  the  vil- 
lany  of  our  own  countrymen.  It  isa  great  misfortune 
to  our  country,  that  neither  law  nor  example  are 
fufficient  to  counteract  fuch  fhocking  depravity. 
Such  tranfatftions  abroad,  united  to  the  -mod  in 
famous  projects  of  felf-aggrandizement  among  men 
of  confequence  at  home  (but  whole  confeqnence 
ought  to  be  made  more  public  by  placing  them  on 
gibbets),  are  fufficient  to  hold  America  up  to  the 
JcorTs,  contempt,  and  ridicule  of  the  world.  Surely 
an  honeft  man  is  a  jewel  of  ineflimable  worth  ! 

[Minervft.] 

Butler's  Ship  taken.  Sans-culotteifm  rewarded*— 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  American  gentleman, 
dated  Cape  Francois,  June  24,  1797.  "  The  Com- 
*4  miffion  fiill  continue  to  condemn  our  veffels, 
*tf  captured  going  to,  or  coming  from  British  ports  $ 
"  arid,  indeed,  fometimes  going  to  French  ports, 
"  as  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Anthony  Butler's  veflel,  of 
f<  Philadelphia.  The  veflel  was  adlually  bound  to 
"  a  French  port,  with  a  recommendatory  letter 
"  from  Mr.  Letomb,  the  Conful-general.  She 
"  was  ncverthelefs  condemned  *." 


*  This  Butler  is  one  of  the  moft  furious  fans-culottes  jn  Ame* 
rka ;  but  you  fee  that  did  not  fave  his  veiFel,  though  failing 
under  French  governmental  protection. 
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To  Peter  Porcupine. 

SIR,  New-York,  iSth  Juty,  1797. 

Having  obferved  that  you  offer  a  reward  of 
ten  dollars  for  "  fatisfadtory  proof  that  J.  A.  Dallas 
is  not  your  country  man,"  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
afYuring  you  that  he  is  not,  either  by  birth  or 
defcent.  His  father  was  a  carpenter  at  Edinburgh, 
from  whence  he  went  to  Jamaica,  where  he  begat 
this  imp  of  democracy.  If  this  information  be  fa- 
tisfaclory,  I  am,  I  prefume,  entitled  to  the  offered 
reward,  and  {hall  expecl  to  receive  it  accordingly. 
I  am 

Your  mof}  obedient  fervant, 

R_ 


SIR,  Philadelphia  >  lyth  July,  1797. 

On  light  you  will  pleafe  to  pay  to  R  —  S-*-ts,  or 
order,  the  fum  of  ten  dollars,  value  received. 
Mr.  A.  Drummond,  P.  PORCUPINE. 

Boolfetter,  New-  York. 

Now  therefore 

This  is  to  forewarn  all  perfons  whatfoever  not 
to  call  me  the  countryman  of/.  A.  Dallas^  on  pain 
of  a  profccution  for  fcandal. 

Learned  Pig's  Departure.  —  Philadelphia,  17  th  July. 
Yefterday,  being  Sunday,  the  Learned  Pig  took 
his  departure  for  Trenton,  He  was  condudted  as 
far  as  Harrowgate  by  a  felecl:  party  of  fans-culottes, 
where,  we  are  informed,  they  were  regaled  with  a 
trough,  filled  with  the  choiceit  waihings  of  the 
kitchen. 

The  greateft  hilarity  prevailed  during  the  enter 
tainment,  and  a  number  of  patriotic  ioafis  were 

drunk, 
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drunk,  among  which  the  following  are  worthy  of 
particular  no 'ice. 

1.  The  French  Republic,  one  and  indivifib1 

2.  Thomas   Jefferfbn,  the  hiftorian  of  the  Bull, 
and  the  man  of  the  Swine. 

3.  Citizen  Munroe,  and  the  French  Directory. 

4.  Judge  M  Kean,  and  David's  Sow. 

5.  Citizen  Dayton,  trimming,  and  confifcation. 

6.  Ben  Bache  and  bribery. 

7.  Thomas  Mifflin,  J.  A.  Dallas,  and  Randolph, 
and  fuccefs  to  all  others  who  deal  in  meal. 

8.  Tench  Cox  and  his  two  negroes. 

9.  Lyon,  the  greatefl  beajl  in  nature. 

10.  Blair  M'Clenachan  the  firft  of  hogs. 

1 1.  May  the   enemies  of  the    fwine  never  fave 
their  bacon. 

[The  Pig  having  retired} 

12.  The  Learned  Pig — may  each  of  us,  his  fellow- 
citizens,  foon  equal  him  in  knowledge,  as  we  already 
do  in  beaftlinefs. 

The  company  broke  up  about  fix  in  the  evening, 
and  we  have  the  pleafure  to  add,  that  they  retired 
to  their  homes  in  the  utmoft  good  order,  not  a  chop 
or  the  mark  of  a  tufk  being  this  morning  vilible  on 
any  of  their  jowls. 

Spanijh  Minifter. — To  the  Editor  of  the  Gazette  of 
the  United  States.  SIR,  The  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  is 
much  centured  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States 
of  Saturday  laft,  by  a  writer  who  lignS  himfelf 
Americanus,  for  having  publifhed  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  If  the  crime  is  in  publifhing, 
has  not  the  Government  committed  this  crime 
before  him  ?  Have  we  not  fcen  publifhed  in  all  the 
newfpapers,  with  every  mark  of  official  authenticity, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  demonflrates 
"  that  they  do  not  mean  to  fulfil,  for  an  indefnite  period, 

VOL.  vi.  u  the 
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the Jtifulat ions  of  the  treaty \*  and  alfo  t(  that  there 
is  much  reafon  to  believe  Mr.  Ellicott's  fufpicions 
well  founded,  that  an  undue  Influence  has  been  ex- 
erclfed  over  the  Indians,  ly  the  officers  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  to  prepare  I  hem  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
States  ?"  &c.  &c. 

Would  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  have  fulfilled  the 
duties  of  his  itation,  if  he  had  fuffered  thefe  official 
and  public  attacks  upon  the  good  faith  of  his  na 
tion  to  have  pafled  unnoticed  ?  Was  it  not  in 
cumbent  on  him  to  elucidate  facts,  and  deftroy  con- 
jeclures  equally  injurious  and  unfounded  ? 

Americanus  appears  to  have  very  extraordinary 
ideas  of  equity  and  juftice.  On  the  one  hand,  he 
4oes  not  cenfure  the  Government  for  making  their 
attack  public,  through  the  medium  of  the  prefs ; 
and  on  the  other,  he  is  greatly  fcandalized,  that  the 
•attack  fhould  be  repelled  with  the  fame  weapon. 
He  goes  further,  by  denying  to  thofe  foreign  agents 
who  come  acrofs  the  feas,  to  promote  the  intereft 
of  the  powers  they  reprefenr,  the  right  to  defend 
themfclves  when  attacked,  in  a  manner  not  refufed 
to  any  individual  In  the  United  States.  A  man 
with  fuch  principles,  if  he  be  an  American,  muft  be 
an  Anglo- American. 

The  plain  flate  of  the  cafe  is  this.  The  Chevalier 
xl'Yrujo,  and  the  fovereign  whofe  intereft s  he  was 
lent  to  promote,  have  been  publicly  and  feverely 
fligmatized  :  why  fhould  he  be  denied  the  ufe  of 
the  prefs,  to  repel  an  attack  through  the  medium  of 
the  prefs  ?  The  fadl  is,  Sir,  that  thofe  who,  for  cer 
tain  ends,  are  in  the  habit  of  acting  in  darknefs, 
dread  the  light  that  may  be  thrown  upon  their  ma 
chinations  by  the  torrent  of  truth. 

It  is  true,  that  in  countries  where  the  prefs  is  not 
as  free  as  it  is  here,  and  where  the .  people  have  no 
ftare  in  the  government,  it  is  not  ufual  to  .give  pub- 
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licity  to  diplomatic  correfpondences ;  yet  there  are 
inflarices,  even  with  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  in 
which  confidcrable  publicity  lias  been  given  in  thefe 
matters.  In  the  cafe  of  Armfcldt,  copies  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  Naples  and  Sweden  were  pro- 
fufely  diftributed  to  perfons  belonging  to  the  diplo 
matic  corps  in  both  countries ;  and  it  was  finally 
printed  in  the  freer  countries,  and  publifhecl  to  the 
world. 

But  we  are  not  to  look  to  Europe  to  juftify  the 
propriety  of  publicity  in  all  governmental  concerns 
in  this  country.  Here  the  Government  is  the  crea 
ture  of  the  people,  of  courfe  public  opinion  has  pro 
digious  weight ;  and  if  any  branch  of  the  public 
functionaries  attempt  to  make,  by  means  of  the  prefs, 
an  impreffion  upon  the  public  mind  injurious  to  the 
character  and  intercfts  of  a  friendly  foreign  nation, 
it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  it  mull  be  the  duty  of 
the  reprefentative  of  that  nation  to  repel  the  attempt 
in  the  only  way  it  can  be  met — alfo  through  the  me 
dium  of  the  prefs. 

This  is  what  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  has  done* 
The  conduct  of  the  Government  of  Spain  has  been  at 
tacked  officially  and  by  printing,  and  he  has  defended 
the  Spanifh  Government  officially  and  by  printing.  If 
in  doing  this  he  has  mifreprefented  facls,  and  has  not 
fupported  them  by  fufficient  documents,  let  it  be 
fhown  :  or  if  his  deductions  from  them  are  falfe,  let 
their  fallacy  be  expofed  ;  but  in  this  free  country  let  it 
not  belaid,  that  the  prefs  fhall  be  a  weapon  of  attack 
only,  and  not  of  defence  ;  none  but  an  Anglo- Ame 
rican  could  maintain  fuch  a  doctrine. 

VERUS  *. 


*  This  was  written,  or  at  leal!  handed  for  publication,  by  Fatio9 
th£  Spaaifli  Miniftcr's  Secretary. 
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To  Philip  Fatio. 

Offi ce  of  Porcupine  s  Gazette, 
DEAR  DON,  iqthJidy,  1797. 

You  will  excufe  me  if  I  take  it  rather  unkind  in 
you  not  to  honour  me  with  a  iingle  line  in  anfwer 
to  my  two  very  long  and  very  loving  epiflles  of  Fri 
day  and  Saturday  lalt.  Take  not  this  by  way  of 
reproach,  rny  dear  fellow ;  I  am  not  offended  at 
your  negleft ;  on  the  contrary,  I  feel  it  as  Monlieur 
Nicholas  did  the  buffets  of  France,  "  with  the 
warmed  fenfibility,  and  molt  iincere  affection." 

However,  though  I  have  received  no  direcl  an 
fwer  to  my  letters,  I  perceive  that  fome  one,  under 
the  fignatnre  of  Verus^  has  attempted  a  kind  of  lide- 
winded  anfwer  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  Slates. 
This  Verus  I  take  to  be  you,  my  dear  friend  ;  not 
becaufe  the  fignature  is  at  all  applicable  to  the  con 
tents  of  the  letter,  but  becaufe  I  know  it  is  your  of 
fice  to  drefs  up  the  fweepings  of  Don  Carlos's 
brains,  and  render  them  lefs  difgufting  to  public 
view.  At  any  rate,  whether  you  are  the  author  of 
the  communication  in  queflion  or  not,  to  you  I  fhall 
addrefs  my  remarks  on  it. 

You  fet  out  by  obferving,  that  the  Chevalier 
de  Yrujo  has  been  unmercifully  cenfured  for  pub- 
lifhing  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering;  for,  fay  you, 
"  if  the  crime  is  in  publifhing,  has  not  the  Govern 
ment  committed  this  crime  before  him?" — This  is  what 
in  Englifh  is  called  dog-hgic  ;  that  is,  it  is  a  mode 
of  reasoning  worthy  of  a  brute.  How  far,  by  the 
fame  rule,  it  may  be  worthy  of  a  Spaniard,  let  thole 
determine  who  have  had  the  happinefs  to  refide 
among  the  lubjecls  of  the  royal  and  Moll  Catholic 
ally  of  the  regicide  atheifts  of  France. 

"  If  the  crime  is  in  publilhing,  has  not  the  Go 
vernment 
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merriment  commuted  this  crime  before  him  ?"* — No  :  the 
Government  has  publifhed  before  him,  yet  Ihe  Go 
vernment  has  committed  no  crime,  and  he  has  com 
mitted  one.  We  will  luppofe  the  act  to  have  been 
exactly  the  fame  ;  inftead  of  a  ftupid,  vain,  infolent, 
half-Carmagnole,  half-Don  like  compoiltion,  we 
will  fuppofe  that  Citizen  Don  Carlos  Martinez  cle 
Yrujo's  letter  had  been  coached  in  the  firm,  yet  de 
cent  language  of  the  American  Secretary  of  State ; 
for  argument's  fake  I  will  allow  this  to  have  been 
the  cafe,  and  then  I  will  afk  you,  my  dear  Fatio,  if 
you  are  fuch  an  abominable  idiot  as  not  to  know 
that  what  is  no  crime,  nay,  what  is  a  duty  in  one 
man,  may  be  a  very  great  crime  in  another  ?  It  is 
no  crime,  1  take  it,  for  a  man  to  go  to  bed  with  his 
wife  ;  but  who  will  pretend  that  the  fame  a 61  would 
be  no  crime  in  another  man,  merely  becaufe  the 
huiband  had  been  there  before  him  ? — Every  man 
has  a  right  to  infrruct,  advife,  and  correct  his  own 
family;  it  is  not  only  a  right  that  belongs  to  him, 
it  is  his  duty  alfo;  but,  if  an  impertinent  firanger, 
abufing  that  bofpitality  by  which  he  has  been  ad 
mitted  under  the  paternal  roof,  fhould  interfere, 
audacioufly  oppofe  his  advice  to  that  of  the  fa 
ther,  and  moreover  contradict  and  calumniate 
him,  his  connexions,  and  his  friends ;  would  not 
fuch  an  infolent  fcoundrel  deferve  to  be  kicked  into 
the  ftreet  ? 

According  to  your  doctrine,  every  thing  which  it 
is  not  a  crime  in  the  American  Government  to  do, 
may  be  attempted  or  done  without  a  crime  by  the 
Envoy  of  Spain :  consequently,,  he  has  a  right  to 
iflue  proclamations,  orders  for  the  army,  and,  in 
fhort,  to  do  every  thing  that  he  has  feen  the  Govern 
ment  of  this  country  do. — No :  we  are  down  enough, 
to  be  fure ;  your  dear,  natural,  athciftical,  cut 
throat  allies  have  funk  us  almoft  to  a  level  with 
yourfelves;  under  their  bafe  influence  the  Americans 
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are  fad  defcending  to  that  laft  degree  of  degeneracy 
and  degradation  at  which  the  Knights  or'  Caftile 
have  already  arrived  ;  but  yet  I  truil  we  {hall  not 
bend  our  necks  to  you.  We  may  be  fold  (and  per 
haps  we  now  are)  to  the  Republic  of  France  ;  and, 
if  lo,  we  muft  go  over  to  our  new  maitcrs :  I, 
among  the  reft,  may  pofTibly  be  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  yoke,  but,  rather  than  fuffer  an  humbled  Have 
of  a  Spaniard  to  put  it  round  my  neck,  I  would 
commit  that  neck  to  the  care  of  your  Septemberizing 
allies. 

I  have  much  more  to  fay  to  you  to-morrow  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  I  beg  of  your  friendfhip  to  inform 
me,  howr  Don  Carlos  came  to  choofe  young  Light 
ning  Rod  for  the  printer  and  retailer  of  his  ftupid 
and  infolent  appeal  to  the  people.  I  will,  one  of 
thcfe  clays,  take  the  pains  to  collecT:  together  a  few 
of  Bache's  cxpreflions  rcfpecYmg  the  King  of  Spain 
and  his  fubjedis,  which,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  be 

grateful  to  both. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  you  about  a  week  longer. 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

P.  PORCUPINE. 

THURSDAY,  2othJuLY. 

Letter  from  a  New-England  Captain  io  his  Friend  at 
Turk's  IJland,  dated  Cafe  Francois,  Feb.  28,  1797. 

DEAR  PETER, 

From  our  mutual  friend  Reuben  Atkins  I  was 
furprifed  to  hear  that  he  was  told  you  were  carrying 
on  a  great  flroke  of  bufinefs  at  Turk's  liland,  after 
you  wrote  to  us  you  were  fettled  fo  much  to  your 
fatisfaclion  at  Surinam.  At  this  damned  place  I 
Lave  been  long  amongft  a  parcel  of  villains  trying  to 
procure  payment  for  merchandife  taken  from  me 
by  the  Commidioners.  At  I  a  ft  I  have  fucceeded  ; 
no  thanks  to  them,  but  to  fomc  fair  friends  with 

whom. 
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whom  I  fcraped  an  acquaintance,  and  to  whom  I 
owe  every  thing  ;  as,  without  their  affiftance,  I 
Should,  like  the  reft  of  my  countrymen,  not  have 
got  a  fous.  In  two  days,  or  fooner  if  poflible,  I  lhall 
leave  this  place,  for  I  ftand  on  ticklifh  ground,  I 
affure  you  ;  and  when  you  have  read  what  I  am  go 
ing  to  relate,  you  will  fay  it  is  full  time  to  make  a 
natural  dafh,  if  I  wifh  to  efcape  the  guillotine  or 
lamp-poft.  Such  a  tale  I  have  to  unfold  as  will 
make  you  fhudder: — but  to  begin  in  form.  You 
know,  Peter,  I  was  always  a  favourite  with  the 
girls,  and  that  I  have  a  good  perfon,  well  fet  off  by 
a  je  nefgaiqubi  in  the  air  and  manners ;  this  you 
mull  acknowledge,  though  you  often  told  me  I  was 
a  damned  puppy,  inftead  of  ftudying  law  with  old 
Squaretoes,  to  go  learn  French  and  dancing  with  a 
new  mafter,  where  I  was  a  complete  dabfler,  Hey 
Bob,  and  Statia  girls ;  but  this,  Peter,  was  down-' 
.right  envy  and  jealoufy  in  you,  becaufe  our  favourite 
Jenny  Green  always  preferred  me  as  a  partner. 
You  remember  how  you  ufed  to  fwear  whenever  I 
took  her  by  the  hand  at  couiin  Riddle's  ;  I  hope  you 
have  left  off  that  low  cuftom  of  fw earing  by  Zounds — 
Damn  it — I  ivvear  now,  mate — as  it  is  quite  out  of 
vogue.  Well,  Peter,  I  will  leave  you  to  judge  whe 
ther  I  have  not  brought  my  dancing  and  palavering 
French  (for  which  you  fo  often  laughed  at  me)  to 
a  pretty  good  account.  On  my  arrival  here  my  pro 
perty  (and  a  good  affortment  it  was)  was  put  in  re- 
quilition.  This  I  bore  with  a  good  grace,  and  in 
good  French  too ;  mark  that,  Peter  :  I  gave  them 
(as  it  was  needlefs  to  complain)  a  fample  of  demo- 
cratical  flang  on  liberty  and  equality,  and,  when  an 
occaiion  offered,  was  the  firlt  at  a  civic  feaft ; 
danced,  and  fung  $a  ira  and  the  Carmagnole  with 
the  be  ft  of  them,  inftead  of  crawling  out  youp 
American  commerce  and  freedom  ;  whillt  my  brq- 
Iher-fuiferers,  with  vvoful  faces  as  long  as  rnv  arm, 
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were  groaning  over  the  Deacon's  notions  and  long 
lace.  Well,  what  think  you,  Peter,  I  did  to  reco 
ver  my  property  ?  Why,  you  made  a  hue  and  cry, 
and  put  forth  a  lamentable  petition  to  the  munici 
pality  ;  no  fueh  thing,  I  aflure  you,  Peter ;  as 
weeping  and  gnaihing  of  teeth  would  anfwer  little 
purpofe  here.  Why  then,  I  fuppofe  you  will  fay,  I 
joined  in  a  lengthy  complaint  to  Congrefs.  You 
are  ftiil  wide  of  the  mark.  No  no,  Peter,  it  was 
not  the  intereil  of  many  of  the  jockies  in  Congrefs 
to  advocate  fuch  a  buiinefs  whilft  Adet  had  any 
credit  left  within  the  Republic*  Why  then,  what 
the  devil  did  you  ?  I  will  tell  you,  Peter.  By  dint 
of  perfeverance,  fome  patriotic  blarney,  with  a 
fmall  dalh  of  American  modefly,  I  have  capered, 
fang,  and  ogled  myfelf  into  the  good  graces  of 
Santhonax's  fair  family  ;  there  I  fell  on  my  feet,  let 
me  tell  you,  and  you  may  guefs  if  [  did  not  profit 
by  my  good  fortune.  By  this  connexion  I  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  fome  fecrets,  the  relation  of  which 
will  make  you  fliudder,  and  alfo  fhow  you  the  peril 
of  an  intrigue  with  the  connexions  of  fuch  a  cut 
throat  rafcal  and  incendiary.  1  alirofl  tremble 
when  I  think  of  my  iituation  here ;  and  fuch  has 
been  my  lituation  for  fome  time  pail,  for  fear  of 
difcovery,  that  I  have  felt  regularly  every  morning 
if  my  head  was  fafe  on  my  fhoulders.  I  fhall  now 
proceed  better  to  give  you  an  account  of  my  ad 
ventures.  My  fair  Nannette,  who  is  a  great  fa 
vourite  of  Santhonax,  affedts  to  be  a  mighty  poli 
tician  ;  and,  belides  being  as  clever  and  knowing 
a  girl  as  your  friend  Dolly  Tipkins,  writes  a  good 
running  hand,  and  is  employed  by  Santhonax  in 
copying  his  difpatches  ;  fhe  tells  me,  and  I  think 
it  probable,  he  mtruits  her  with  all  his  fecrets.  By 
the  by,  Santhonax  wifhes  to  be  very  intimate  with 
her,  /»ut  is  deviVahly  afraid  of  his  wife,  who  is  of  a 
jealous  temper^  but  of  this  judge  for  yourfelf,  Peter5 

by 
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by  what  follows.  Nann^tte,  who  believes  me  a  true 
democrat,  and  that  I  will  return  to  the  Cape  and 
marry  her,  told  me,  in  the  tender  hours  of  dalliance, 
that  Santhouax  has  been  much  difippointed  in  not 
acquiring  the  wealth  to  be  expected  through  his 
wife's  and  his  own  intereft  with  the  Brigands  ;  he 
has  been  foutring  and  peftering  ever  fince  his  ar 
rival,  to  find  himfelf  fufpecled  and  di it r lifted  by  his 
black  friends  ;  and  his  brother  comrnifiaries,  who 
expected  pretty  pickings,  are  mightily  difappointed 
to  fee  that  Santhonax,  from  not  having  made  a  fair 
divifion  of  the  plunder  of  Ilifpaniola,  had  become 
fo  very  obnoxious  to  the  negroes. 

However,  Santhonax  and  the  Commiffaries  are 
determined  to  realize  a  fortune  by  Ibme  means  or 
other :  in  their  firfl  attempt  they  were  baffled ; 
which  was  to  remove  fome  Brigand  chiefs  unfavour 
able  to  their  views,  and  to  make  a  number  of  ne 
groes  work  in  the  name  of  the  Republic  for  them. 
This  flep  threw  the  whole  iiland  into  a  flame;  and 
the  CommifTaries began  to  have  ferious  apDrehen- 
lions  for  their  own  fafety ;  but  they  are  now  re 
lieved  from  their  fears  by  the  fevere  drubbing  the 
Britifh  gave  the  Brigands  to  the  fouthward,  which 
would  keep  them  quiet  from  neceffity,  at  leaft  for 
a  time.  On  afking  Nannette  what  could  be 
the  motive  of  the  Executive  Directory  for  giving 
orders  to  feize  American  property,  fhe  told  me 
it  was  from  neceffity,  as  they  could  not  procure 
funds  to  fupply  the  colonies  with  ftores  and  provi- 
lions ;  and  that  they  were  vexed  to  find  the  Ameri 
cans  would  not  take  an  active  part  againft  the  Britifh; 
but  that  they  were  refolved,  while  the  Americans 
were  off  their  guard,  to  render  their  enmity  or  their 
frienduhip  of  little  confequence  to  any  nation. 

The  CommifTaries,  in  their  private  infrructions, 
are  directed  to  make  the  fpecdieft  and  beft  ufe  of 
their  orders  for  deilroying  the  American  com-r 
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merce  ;  and  that  proper  inftruclions  would  be  dif- 
patched  to  Adet,  who,  with  the  American  patriots, 
would  aflign  fufficient  reafons  for  fo  firange  a  mea- 
fure;  that    it  was  expected  the   Americans   would 
grumble  and   remonftrate  long  before  they  would 
think  of  biting  ;  but  fteps  would  be  fpeedily  taken 
to  deprive  them  of  the  power  of  doing  much  mif- 
chief,  fo  that  four  months  at  leaft  would  be  gained 
in  negotiation;  and  in  that  time  a  fufficient  quan 
tity  of  proviiions  and  ft  ores  would  be  fecured;  and 
it  was  expected,   that  if  this  meafure  was  fpeedily 
and  well  executed,  the  American  ariftocrats   would 
be  deceived,  the  Britifh  credit  deltroyed,  and  from 
the  greatnefs  of  the  lofs,  they  would  be  reduced  to 
a  ftate  of  equality,  more  favourable  to  the  intereft 
of  the    Republic.     This,  Peter,  bad   as   you   may 
think  of  it,  is  not  the  worft  of  it ;  for  I  find  from 
Jsfannette,  they  mean   to   play  the  fame  game  in 
America  they  have  done  in  the  Weft  Indies.     In 
a  letter  to   Santhonax   from  the  Executive  Direc 
tory  (for  he  is  the  only  CommifTary,  Nanette   fays, 
that  they  will  implicitly  truft),  he  is  ordered,  with 
Adet,  to  leave  nothing  untried  to  ruin  the  Britifh 
and  American  merchants,    and   to  employ  proper 
agents  to  execute  this  purpofe.     On  my  alking  her 
in  what  manner,  fhe  anfwered,  By  the  deftrudion  of 
the  depots  of  merchandife  in  the  towns ;  and  that 
Santhonax  had  written  to  Adet,  that  the  belt  mode, 
and  leafl  liable  to  detection,  would  be  to  employ 
a  few    Cape   agents,  who    were  well   trained,   and 
*nany  of  them  living   in  the  fea-ports  of  America, 
of  whom  he  lent  Adet  a   lift,  and  at  the  fame  time 
propofed  to  him,  if  he  would  undertake  the  bufi- 
nefs  to  the  northward,  that  he  would  find  and  fend 
from   the  Cape    a  fufficient    number  who   would 
volunteer  it  to  the  fouthward.     The  bufinefs,  fhe 
faid,  had  been  partly  executed  to   the  fouthward, 
and  fome  of  the  agents  had  returned,  received  their 
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reward,  and  gone  back  with  frefh  orders,  but  that 
little  had  been  done  to  the  northward.      She  faid 
Santhonax  was  much   vexed  with  Adet,    who,  he 
faid,  was  a  pitiful  poltroon,  afraid  of  his  own  fhadow ; 
for  in  cafe  of  any  fufpicion,  or  even  difcovery,  he 
might  eafily  fhift  the  odium   from  himfelf  to  the 
emigrants  and  Britifh  ;  and  he  fwore,  with  the  agents 
he  had  pointed  out  to  him,  who  were  men  of  tried 
experience  and   fidelity,  Adet   might  ]:>y  this  time 
have  made   a   feu-de-joy e   of  every  town  on   the 
Continent,    inflpad  of  his  paltry   quibbling   letter. 
Did  you  ever  hear,  Peter,  of  fuch  a  couple  of  in 
fernal   villains  ?    there   is   not  a   place   in  hell  hot 
enough  for  them.     Only  think  of  my  Iqfs,  6oo/. 
by  zounds !  every  copper ;  for  Afa  Williams,  who 
>vas  brought  in  here  the  other  day,  fays,  that  the 
houfe  aunt  Dinah  left  me,  is  burnt  to  the  ground ; 
as  alfo  coufin  Ben's.     Oh  !  curfe  on  the  rafcals,  bow- 
many  thoufands  will  be  deceived  by  their  machina 
tions  and  plots!     I  would  inftantly,  I  fvvear,  ihoot 
Santhonax  through  the  head,  if  there  were  a  pqfji- 
bility  of  efcaping.     The  Commiffaries  expecl  a  fine 
harveft  from  their  feizures ;  and  from  what  I  know 
of  them,  the  Republic  will  be   little  benefited  by 
their  acts  of  piracy.     No  lefs  than  1 67  fail  of  veflels 
have  been  feized  and  carried  into  the   Cape,    the 
putports,  and  Cuba,  fince  they  received  the  orders 
of  the  Directory  ;  and  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  it  was 
from  this  fund  the  CommirTaries  paid  me,  telling  me, 
that  I  was  a  true  fans-culotte,  and  worthy  of  being 
a  French  citizen.     Damn  their  citizenfhip,    I  fay. 
The  Commiffaries  have  given  me  a  pafs  for  any  veficj. 
pr   cargo    I   may  bring  from    America,    and  com- 
miilion  for  a  number  of  goods  for  their  families.     I 
thought   Santhonax,    when  he  gave  me  his  order, 
fmiled ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  Monfieur,  you  will  find 
few  goods   in   America,    on    your    return.       But, 
peter,  if  they  catch  me  here  again,  I  will  give  them 

leave 
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leave  to  guillotine  me,  and  barbacue  me  into  the 
bargain.  Every  veflel  they  can  lay  their  hands  on 
they  are  turning  into  a  privateer,  and  I  am  told  the 
Spaniards  are  following  their  example.  When  I 
arrive  in  America,  I  fhall  write  to  you  by  the  firft 
veflel  bound  to  Turk's  Ifland.  I  fend  this  by 
Richard  Davis,  who  fays  he  will  forward  it  either 
from  the  Mole,  or  Kingfton  ;  do  let  me  hear  from 
you.  Peter,  as  foon  as  you  can.  I  am,  Peter,  your 
true  friend  and  well-wifher, 

S.  M.  MORRIS. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original,  taken  by  me  at 
Turk's  Ifles,  this  31  ft  April,  1797. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WRIGHT, 

Juftice  of  the  Peace. 

Pqftfcript  to  the  fame. 

I  fuppofe  you  will  be  forry  to  hear  that  my  old 
uncle  Nathan  is  dead,  and  I  guefs  of  a  broken 
heart.  YQU  know  he  was  a  great  follower  of  the 
Baptifts ;  he  fell  defperately  in  love  with  a  Baptift 
lifter,  you  remember  that  ft  iff  piece  of  fanclity, 
prating,  finning  Lean,  who  always  groaned  and 
fighed  at  the  light  of  a  fiddle  ?  the  very  fame ;  by 
the  perfuaiions  of  the  Baptift  preacher,  it  is  faid,  he 
jnarried  her  fix  or  eight  months  ago.  My  old  uncle 
wrote  to  me  that  he  had  been  very  lovefome,  fince 
my  lifter  Sally  had  left  home,  and  that  he  had 
taken  a  pious  maiden  for  an  helpmate,  and  it  re 
joiced  his  heart  exceedingly,  that  the  Lord  had 
given  him  a  chofen  veflel  to  be  the  comfort  of  his 
old  age  [a  crack'd  pitcher,  he  meant,  Peter]  ;  for 
would  you  believe  it,  this  pious  maiden,  this  chofen 
veflel,  five  or  fix  months  after  they  were  married, 
brought  him  twins,  two  ftrapping  boys  ?  Old 
Nathan  never  held  up  his  head  afterwards.  Joe 
Benfon  mentions  to  me  in  his  letter,  that  it  was  the 
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Baptiil  preacher  who  tipped  uncle  Nathan  an  old 
trader.  S.  M. 

A  true  copy,  J.  WRIGHT,  J.  P. 

Turk's  IJleS)  $d  April,   1797. 


FRIDAY,  2ist  JULY. 

Napper  Tandy.—  -We  are  informed  from  New- 
York,  by  this  morning's  poft,  that  the  famous  Irifh, 
patriot,  Nappe*  Tandy  ,  is  gone  for  Europe.  It  is 
faid  that  Bourdeaux  is  his  deftination  ;  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  his  bufinefs  is  to  a<Sl  as  a  guide 
to  the  fans-culotte  invaders. 


French  Directory.  —  By  a  Paris  paper  of  the 
of  May,  it  appears  that  the  five  tyrants,  Barras, 
Car  not,  Lareveilliere,  Letourneur,  and  Reubel,  ex 
hibited  the  farce  of  determining,  by  a  fort  of  lottery, 
which  of  them  fhould  vacate  his  functions  ;  the  lot 
fell  upon  Letourneur.  The  papers  do  not  fay  what 
cut-throat  was  chofen  in  his  place.  That,  I  fup- 
pofe,  was  looked  upon  as  a  thing  of  little  confequence. 
—  After  this  was  over,  the  Council  (of  Five  Hundred) 
went  to  bulinefs.  After  fome  little  fham  examina 
tion  into  the  elections,  the  chief  object  of  which  ap 
pears  to  have  been  the  rejection  of  Barrere,  who  was 
returned  by  the  department  of  the  Upper  Pyrenees, 
the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers.  — 
Pichegru  modeftjy  approached  to  the  tribune  (oh  !  the 
modeft  murderer  of  ten  thoufand  innocent  Fler 
mings).  Applaufe  began  to  manifefl  itfelf  ;  but  out 
ofrefpectto  order  it  was  withheld  from  a  general 
buril.-  —  If  Pichegru  recollected  that  this  applauding 
canaille  were  the  very  fame  wretches  who  danced 
and  fang  round  the  fcafFold  of  Robefpierre  in  lefs 
than  three  weeks  after  they  had  come  in  proceilion 
to  the  bar  of  the  AfTembly,  to  congratulate  it  on  the 
prefervation  of  his  valuable  life  ;  if  Pichegru  recol- 

le<2e'.I 
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lecled  this,  as  I  dare  fay  he  did,  he  mufl  have  givert 
the  fhouting  crew  a  mofl  hearty  curfe. 

PkJiegru.^—^  I  am  penetrated/'- faid  he.  "with 
the  molt  lively  fenfations  of  gratitude  at  thofe  de- 
monft rations  of  benevolence  which  are  exprcffed  in 
your  electing  me  to  the  prefidency  ;  but  the  more  I 
appreciate  the  great nefs  of  the  duties  of  this  office^ 
the  more  I  feel  myfelf  infufficient  to  difcharge  them 
worthily.  In  accepting  it,  I  depend  on  your  indul 
gence,  particularly  as  1  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
forms  and  ufages  *." 

Fray  between  Duane  and  the  Bradford's. — A  famous 
furgeon  of  Dantzick  is  laid  to  have  been  fo  continu 
ally  occupied  in  the  cure  of  his  numerous  patients, 
that  he  abfolutely  fuffered  a  cancer  on  his  own  nofe 
to  carry  him  to  the  grave,  without  ever  perceiving  it 
was  there.  Something  like  this  may  be  often  per 
ceived  in  our  over-indjuftrious  political  hiftorians, 
and  a  flriking  infiance  of  the  juftice  of  the  remark 
lias,  within  thefe  few  days,  been  exhibited  by  my 
worthy  brethren,  Lloyd  and  Bradford ;  who,  while 
they  were  labouring  day  and  night  to  inform  the 


*  Well  faid,  old  marauder !  One  would  not  expect  a  decenter 
fpeech  than  this  from  any  man  that  ever  was  educated  on  board 
the  gallics.  If  Pichegru  is  not  a  fool,  like  La  Fayette,  he  will  be 
the  only  defpot  in  France  in  lefs  than  three  months :  the  other 
five,  who  at  prefect  play  the  farce  of  liberty  and  equality,  he 
iiiay  eafily  kick  into  the  kennel,  if  he  does  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
tuck  them  up.  But  Pichegru  is  a  foldier ;  his  brains,  like  Mon- 
iieur  M 'Do well,  the  Congrefs-man,  are  depofited  in  his  belly. 
He  underftands  nothing  but  murder  and  pillage  ;  and  is  therefore 
by  no  means  calculated  ro  counterplot  the  metaphylicians  and 
alchymifts ;  the  former  will  foon  prove  the  fitnefs  of  hacking  his 
wind-pipe,  and  in  lefs  than  four-and-twenty  hours  afterwards,  the 
latter  will  have  his  bones  in  the  crucible.  Poor  monfler!  how 
many  eyes  are  upon  him  at  this  moment !  I  dare  fay  that  Louver, 
Taliien,  and  Co.  have  already  found  out  a  foft  place  to  flab  him 
jfl.  Such  is,  and  may  luch  ever  be,  the  reward  of  ufurpat/on  1 

public 
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public  of  every  the  moll  minute  circum (lance  con 
cerning  the  fuccefs  of  the  infurgents  of  Ireland,  for 
got  to  lay  a  word  about  the  infurreclion  in  their  own 
office,  and  of  the  bloody  battle  fought  before  their 
door.  Perhaps,  indeed,  as  the  Brad  fords  came  off 
victorious,  their  excefftve  modefty  may  have  pre 
vented  them  from  giving  an  account  of  the  engage* 
ment  ;  but  it  is  my  duty  to  do  jufticc  to  the  prowefs 
of  my  valiant  brother  typos,  and  therefore,  firft  de 
claring  they  have  not  bribed  me  to  trumpet  forth 
their  praife,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  difcharge  this  duty 
io  the  beft  of  my  abilities. 

Moll  of  my  readers  muft  have  heard,  that  Lord 
Bradford's  *  principal  editor  was  an  Irifhman,  by 
the  name  of  Duane.  He  was  driven  from  the  Eng- 
lifh  Eaft  Indies  for  attempts  to  create  a  rebellion  ; 
be  was  the  author  of  the  ftupid,  infolenr,  and  fedi- 
tious  letter  to  General  Wafhington,  figned  Jafper 
Dwight ;  and  during  this  feffion  of  Congrefs  he 
was  turned  out  of  the  Hall,  and  forbidden  to  re- 
enter  it,  on  account  of  his  infolence  to  one  of  the 
federal  members.  Such  being  the  character  of  the 
man,  it  was  not  at  all  wonderful  that  my  old  friend 
Bradford  fhould  engage  him  to  conduct  the  "  Mer 
chant's  Advert  if er  /" — whether  fuch  a  choice  was 
agreeable  to  the  merchants  or  not,  will  be  feen  by 
the  encouragement  they  in  future  give  to  the  paper. 

Some  few  days  ago,  Jafper  gave  in  his  reiigna- 
tion — for  what  reafon  I  know  not  ;  but,  from  the 
fequel,  it  will,  I  fancy,  appear  that  money,  thatcurfed 
root  of  all  evil,  was  at  the  bottom. 

A  reparation,  except  it  be  from  the  fangs  of  the 
French  fans-culottes,  is  in  general  eafily  effected. 
My  Lord  had  only  to  turn  his  back  on  the  infurgent, 
and  the  infurgent  on  my  Lord,  and  there  was  an  end 


f  For  a  full  explanation  of  this  title,  fee  Cenfor  for  Sept.  179.6, 
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of  it.  But  Jafper  had  a  bill — dreadful  inftrument 
at  all  times,  and  particularly  when  it  comes  in  con 
tact  with  an  empty  purfe  :  when  thefe  meet,  they 
operate  like  thunder  and  lightning.  All  was  tran 
quil  at  my  Lord  Bradford's  on  Tuefday  laft.  It 
•was  the  lounging  hour  of  two  in  the  afternoon. 
His  Lordthip  lay  ftrelched  on  his  fide,  his  comely 
jowl  fupported  on  hi  hand,  liitening  to  the  merry 
movement  of  the  odoriferous  prefs,  or,  perchance, 
enjoying  in  imagination  the  profits  of  other  "  Obfer- 
•vations"  and  other  "  Botx:  to  gnaw,"  and  paying 
them  with  other  "  one  andf&oen  fence  halfpennies*" 
when,  all  at  once,  in  rufhes  Jajper,  draws  out  his 
bill  (apparently  with  hoftile  intentions),  and  pre- 
fents  it  at  my  Lord's  pocket.  His  Lordfhip,  by  in- 
itincl,  drew  back.  J offer  fired  ;  but,  whether  from 
the  bill's  being  overcharged,  or  from  the  fharp  twin: 
of  Lord  Bradford,  it  had  not  the  leaft  effect. — To 
quit  metaphor;  Jafper  now-  grew  outrageous;  he 
feized  the  ion  William  by  the  note,  and  pulled  him 
from  the  ftep  of  the  door  ;  the  youth  returned  the 
compliment  by  a  punch  in  the  guts,  which  brought 
the  infurgent  in  the  gutter,  where  (oh  nobility,  hide 
thy  head  for  ever!)  he  was  aiTailed  by  the  old  Lord 
hiinfelf,  who  malleted  his  head  with  as  little  mercy 
at  he  would  that  of  his  old  fovereign  King  George, 
if  he  could  get  it  under  his  clutches.  The  (on  Sa 
muel  now  came  out,  and  willing  to  prevent  the  fur 
ther  effulion  of  blood,  challenged  Jafper  to  fingle 
combat :  but  he  had  taken  refuge  under  the  hoipi- 
table  roof  of  Citizen  Magoffin,  whence  he  refufed  to 
budge,  pledging,  however,  his  facred  honour,  that 
he  would  fee  the  triumvirate,  one  at  a  time,  with 
Iword  and  piflols. 

rihus  ended  the  war,  as  far  as  fifts  could  carry  it ; 
but  Jafper  being  now  in  the  pay  of  the   tyCareys, 
we  may  expect  foon  to  fee  it  recommenced  with 
the  pen.     In  the  mean  time  both  parties  have  ap 
pealed 
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pealed  to  the  lawyers  ;  my  Lord  Bradford  has  fued 
Jafper  for  an  aflault,  and  Jafper  has  fued  him  for 
the  amount  of  the  bill.  -  Oh  Democracy  !  how  do 
thy  children  difgrace  thee  ! 

As  Bradford  ieems  refolved  to  pickup  all  the  jail 
birds  that  come  in  his  way,  if  I  were  in  his  place  I 
would  build  a  dungeon  to  keep  them  in  order  ;  and 
this  he  could  the  better  manage,  having  himfelf  been 
a  jailor  during  the  greater  part  of  laft  war  *.  If 
he  (hould  find  a  pillory  necefTary,  Lloyd  could  give 
very  exacl  information  both  as  lo  its  conftruclfion 
and  its  ufe. 

SATURDAY,  22d  JULY. 

La  Fayelte  and  Bonaparte.  —  From  a  Paris  paper  of 
1  6th  May.  "  Citizens  La  Fayette,  Latour-Mau- 
"  bourg,  and  Bureau-  de-Puzy,  are  at  laft  fet  at 
"  liberty.  Thanks  to  the  generous  Bonaparte  !  His 
"  feeling  heart  waited  not  the  order  of  the  Direclory 
"  to  reclaim  thele  inter  eftmg  "oi 


French  Hypocrify.  —  Reply  of  L.  P.  Segur  to  certain 
Dbfervations  of  the  Moniteur  and  Redatteur  —  tliefrft 
a  Pafer  under  the  Influenee  of  the  Direclory  9  the 
latter,  the  official  Gazette  of  Government. 

In  No.  2,28  of  the  Moniteur  certain  remarks  are 
made  upon  a  piece  I  had  written  relative  to  the  ap- 

*  And  a  moft  unmerciful  wretch  he  was  to  his  unfortunate 
Tory  neighbours. 

f  This  is  a  complete  fpecimen  of  that  fenfelefs  jargon  which 
frequent  literal  tranflations  from  the  French  have  rendered  fami 
liar.  The  generous  Bonaparte,  with  his  feeling  heart,  haftens 
to  -  to  do  what  ?  Why,  he  haftens  to  reclaim  La  Fayette  and 
Co.  who  are  called  intercftwg  victims.  1  muft  confefs,  that  if  a 
dungeon  had  not  reclaimed  'rhem,  they  flood  in  need  of  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  the  Corfican  wolf  ;  but,  when  we  are  representing  a 
man,  or  rather  lavage,  as  haflening  to  undertake  iiich  a  tafk  as  this, 
we  might  leave  \\\s  generofity  and  his  feeling  heart  to  be  extolled  on 
swother  occaf^on. 

L.  vi.  X  pearance 
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pearance  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  the 
United  States  of  America.  This  fubjecl:  is  too  in- 
terefling  not  to  be  ferioufly  examined. 

The  author  reproaches  me  with  too  warmly  cen- 
furing  the  conducl:  of  Government.  I  am  now  lefs 
than  ever  difpofed  to  do  this,  as  the  Directory  has 
glorioufly  terminated  a  campaign  fruitful  in  won 
ders — by  a  peace,  the  moderation  of  which  appears 
to  enfure  its  folidity.  If  what  is  faid  be  true  ;  if  the 
Directory,  forgetting  the  bickerings  of  party,  and 
rifing  above  the  fatal  paffions  it  engenders,  has  really 
given  orders  for  fnatching  from  the  fangs  of  defpo- 
tifm,  the  viclims  it  took  pleafure  in  tormenting  ;  if 
it  has  broken  the  chains  of  the  prifoners  at  Olmutz — 
if  this  be  fo,  every  friend  of  liberty  muft  neceffarily 
unite  in  extolling  their  conducl:,  and  declare  they 
have  defcrved  well  of  humanity  !  But  this  event  fur- 
nifhes  an  additional  realbn  to  wifh  that  its  conducl: 
may,  in  all  refpecls,  be  ccnfijient,. — JFhile  our  enemies 
are  made  to  rejpeft  our  jyjlice,  our  friends  ought  to  have 
no  reafon  to  complain  of  our f evenly. 

I  fhall  very  tranliently  pafs  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  remarks,  to  come  at  the  laft,  which  alone  appears 
deferving  of  ferious  difcuflion. 

Probably  the  author  does  not  wifh  that  I  fhould 
firft  inquire  whether  the  American  merchants  have 
fold  us  dear  or  cheap  the  grain  we  Hand  in  need  of; 
nor  whether  we  have  paid  them  as  we  ought  :  he 
cannot  wifh  I  fhould  prove  that  it  is  extremely  dif 
ficult  for  a  large  convoy  to  leave  the  ports  of  a 
country  without  permifiion  from  Government.  The 
refult  is  evident- — Europe  wifhed  .to  ilarve  us  ; 
America  has  fed  us. 

Neil  her  can  the  author  wifh  that  I  Ihould  in 
quire  whether,  when  every  European  power  refufecl 
to  acknowledge  our  independence,  it  was  pofiible 
for  the  Prelident  of  the  United  States  to  determine 
this  important  queftion,  without  referring  it  to  the 

Legifiature. 
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3t»egiflattire.  The  anecdote  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ta 
lon  fhoukl  not  be  feparated  from  the  iflue  of  his 
ineafures  :  and  we  ought,  with  refpecl  to  this  point, 
to  limit  our  views  to  the  refult,  which  is,  that  the 
American  Government  has  not  acknowledged  the 
minirters  of  a  Prince,  but  was  the  only  one  which  at 
%hat  time  courageoufly  and  publicly  acknowledged  the 
French  Republic,  which  all  Europe  was  labouring  to  de~ 
Jlroy  in  its  infancy  !  !  I 

It  is  well  known,  that  in  time  of  war  neutral 
countries  have  frequent  fiibjecls  of  difpute  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  relative  to  the  decilion  of  prize 
caufes,  and  the  admiffion  or  refufal  of  veffels  into 
their  ports.  Thefe  difputes,  often  tedious  in  the  de^- 
termination,  are  feldom  of  a  nature  to  occafion  re- 
priials  ;  and,  notwithfianding  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
tifely  adjufting  the  reipeclive  pretenfions  in  cafes  of 
this  nature,  able  and  patient  negotiators  generally 
obtain  all  the  fatisfaclion  they  defire,  whenever  the 
grounds  of  their  complaints  are  well  underflood.  I 
have  frequently  experienced  the  truth  of  this  in 
Rullia,  and  peace  could  never  be  preferred  if  thefe 
fecondary  difputes  were  neceflarily  confidered  as  re- 
quiring  repritals  and  hoflility  to  redrefs  them.  I 
have  obferved  by  the  Report  of  the  American  Secre 
tary  of  State,  that  Mr.  Pinckney  was  charged  to 
fatisfy  France  as  to  thefe  objects;  which  induces  me 
to  pern* ft  in  coniidering  the  Britilh  treaty  as  our 
only  caufe  of  difiatisfadion. 

The  author  cannot  ferioufly  wifh  that  I  fhould 
examine  whether  I  have  too  promptly  decided  a  very 
difficult  queftion — ihat  is,  whether  or  no  an  inde 
pendent  State  has  the  right  of  making  a  commercial 
treaty  with  any  power  whatever.  I  believe  that  no 
writer  can  entertain  a  doubt  on  this  fubject.  Lett 
us  then  pafs  to  the  queftion  of  expediency. 

In  ord'mary  cir cum/lances,  any  government  would 
x  2  certainly 
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certainly  give  an  inexcufable  proof  of  ill  will  to  its 
ally,  if  it  availed  itfelt  of  its  right  as  an  independent 
power,  to  connedl  itfelf  by  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  the  enemy  of  that  ally.  Such  conduct  would 
warrant,  not  indeed  a  war,  but  a  confiderable  cold- 
nefs  between  the  two  nations.  The  duties  of  juttice 
lliould  never  ceafe  to  be  fulfilled  ;  but  the  relations 
of  friendfhip  and  good  will  might  be  fufpended. 
But  the  circum  (lances  of  the  United  States  were  not 
ordinary  ;  and  though  the  author  affirms  that  the 
Republic,  in  1794,  had  decided  the  fate  of  the  war, 
yet  the  three  glorious  and  bloody  campaigns  which 
have  iince  taken  place  ;  their  various  events,  and 
the  political  ftorms  we  have  undergone,  before  at 
taining  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  evidently  prove 
how  uncertain  the  cataflrophe  of  this  grand  drama 
muft  have  appeared.  Our  marine  was  deflroyed; 
that  of  Great  Britain  became  daily  more  formidable  ; 
and  the  American  Government,  dreading  to  fee  itfelf 
expofed  to  the  refentment  of  an  exafperated  power, 
thought  itfelf  compelled  by  imperious  neceffity  to 
conclude  the  treaty  of  which  we  complain.  In  con 
cert  with  every  Frenchman,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  Americans,  I  disapprove  their  error  ;  but 
exifting  circumftances  plead  their  excufe ;  and  I 
could  have  wifhed  that  the  French  Government, 
iblicitous  to  recall,  not  punifh  its  ally,  had  adopted 
jneafures  of  friendfhip,  and  not  of  rigour,  which  to 
me  appear  equally  repugnant  to  found  policy  and 
impartial  juftice. 

The  moll  effential  article  of  the  obtervations  is 
that  relative  to  the  proviiions  of  the  treaty  ;  and  the 
author  will  permit  me  to  remark,  that  he  rather 
eludes  than  probes  the  difficulty.  It  is  too  well 
known,  that  the  pride  of  Britain  has  never  been 
willing  to  ftoop  to  the  dictates  of  morality  ;  and  that 
flie  has  ever  been  eager  to  feize  property  which  a 
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neutral  flag  fhonld  make  facrcd  and  inviolable. 
This  tyrannical  conduct  has  compelled  ieverai 
powers,  and  particularly  thofe  of  the  firfr  import 
ance  in  the  north  of  Europe,  to  arm  in  defence  of 
their  flag.  I  was  charged  by  the  former  Govern 
ment  to  join  the  confederacy  on  the  part  of  France, 
in  order  to  force  England  to  acknowledge  the  princi 
ples  of  this  un iverfal  morality;  and  I  am  confident 
the  Americans  would  have  done  the  fame  if  they  bad 
been  in  poiTeifion  of  a  naval  force  to  enable  them. 
Their  weaknefs  in  this  refpect  is  their  only  excufe.  I 
fliall  not  inquire  whether  this  cireumftance  fhould 
not,  in  our  opinion,  alfo  be  an  excufe  for  them,  nor 
whether,  renouncing  oitr  own  principles,  it  is  covjijUnt 
in  us  to  imitate  that  wjujiice  we  have  fo  loudly  repre 
hended  in  the  EngliJJi,  in  concert  with  ALL  EUROPE. 
This  question  would  deferve  a  profound  diu'ullion, 
it  it  related  alone  to  the  feizure  of  Englilh  property, 
found  on  board  of  American  veffels. 

But  we  are  verv  far  from  confining  ourfelves  to 
this  kind  of  reprifals.  Almoft  every  American  vcflTcl 
is  feized,  and  condemned  under  the  pretext  that  they 
are  unprovided  with  a  role  d' equipage,  although  the 
form  of  the  pafTport  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  1778, 
is  the  only  certificate  neceffary  to  prove  the  property 
American  ;  and  though  this  paiTport  may  prove 
that  it  has  been  granted  by  the  coniiituted  authori 
ties  of  America,  after  the  Captain  has  furnifhed  a  lift 
of  the  names  of  the  crew,  the  only  formality 
required  in  a  country  where  the  failors  are  not 
clafTed. 

Whatever  regulation  may  have  exiftcd  in  France 
anterior  to  this  period,  it  is  a  well-eftablifhcd  prin 
ciple,  that  nothing  beyond  what  is  provided  for  in 
the  treaty  can  be  required.  If  any  additions  be  ne- 
•  ceflary,  they  can  be  made  only  in  the  negotiation  ; 
and  time  muft  be  given  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
Supplementary  articles. 

x  But 
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But  let  us  frankly  avoid  every  diplomatic  difeuf- 
iion.  The  conclufion  of  the  letter  of  the  Minifler 
of  Juftice  throws  conliderable  light  upon  the  quef- 
tion  we  are  examining.  It  is  clear  that  the  French 
Government,  diffatisfied  with  the  American,  hopes,, 
by  acts  of  rigour,  in  feizing  American  property, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  force  that  power  to 
break  its  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  greatly 
difpleafes  us  ;  and  that  it  promifes,  in  this  cafe,  that 
the  Americans  fhall  experience  all  the  juiiice  and 
benevolence  they  have  a  right  to  expect  of  us.  This 
is  the  real  f aft,  without  fhift  or  evafion  :  but  it  is  the 
fyftem  which  I  conceive  to  be  not  only  unjuft3  but 
impolitic. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  laid  to  efla- 
blifh  the  injuftice  of  it ;  but  to  prove  its  impolicy  I 
fhall  only  lay  that  its  m oft  probable  confequence  'will  be 
to  embitter  not  only  the  Government,  but  every  individual 
in  the  United  States  againfi  us,  I  will  only  repeat 
that  we  have  as  yet  comparatively  no  marine,  while 
the  Englifh  have  a  formidable  one  ;  that  if  we  oblige 
the  Americans  to  make  a  decilive  option  between  the 
two  powers,  motives  of  fear  may  force  them  to  the 
Jide  of  England  \  and  that  we  fnall  then  have  accom- 
pliihed  the  precife  object  our  enemy  fo  ardently 
v/ifhes  for,  and  has  uniformly  had  in  view.  On  the 
contrary,  a  mild 'claim  of  jultice,  and  negotiations 
ably  and  prudently  carried  on,  would  moft  affuredly 
have  recalled  our  ancient  allies  around  our  car  of 
victory,  and  withdrawn  them  from  their  former  op- 
preflbrs. 

IVe  have  been  the  terror  of  the  world  by  our  crimes 
and  mis  fort  iii  lies — we  excite  its  admiration  by  our  cou 
rage IT  IS  TIME  TO  DESERVE  ITS  ESTEEM,  BY  OUR, 

JUSTICE  AND  OUR  MODERATION. 

Porcupine's  Remarks  on  Segur's  Reply.- — The  pro-' 
cJuction  of  Segur  I  have  copied  literally  from  the 

New* 
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"New-York  Gazette  ;  I  have  been  careful  alfo  to  pre- 
ferve  all  its  frippery  of  italics  and  capitals,  and  I 
fliall,  by  way  of  introduction  to  my  obfervations  on 
it,  remark  that  the  editors  of  that  Gazette  printed 
the  whole  eiFay  in  characters  of  a  fupcrior  fize,  gave 
it  for  title,  "  IMPORTANT — TRULY  so  !"  and  told 
the  public,  by  way  of  preface,  that  it  was  "  with 
"  pleafure  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  lay  any  thing 
"  before  their  readers,  which  had  a  tendency  toleffen 
((  the  prof p eft  of  a  rupture  with  France."" 

The  writer  was,  it  fecms,  a  feconcl-rate  diplomatic 
Minister  under  the  old  Government ;  that  he  has, 
therefore,  like  many  of  his  perfidious  colleagues, 
added  the  crime  of  ingratitude  to  that  of  trcatbn,  is 
certain  ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  was  this 
double  degree  of  infamy  that  recommended  him  to 
the  favour  of  the  fovereign  people  of  our  virtuous 
lifter  republic. 

This  reply,  as  it  is  called,  is  merely  a  defence  of 
his  own  opinion  refpecling  America,  in  oppofitjoh 
to  that  of  the  Government  papers  of  Paris.  Did  the 
performance,  therefore,  breathe  the  molt  perfect 
ipirit  of  friendfhip  towards  this  country  ;  did  it  fct 
forth  the  injulrice  of  the  paft  conduct  of  France, 
exhort  the  Government  to  make  us  compenfation  for 
their  robberies,  and  to  clefift  immediately  from  all 
further  attempts  on  our  property  and  independence  ; 
were  this  its  language  and  thefe  its  objects,  and  were 
it  the  production  of  one  of  the  moft  virtuous  inilead 
of  the  moft  infamous  of  the  human  race,  ftill,  as 
containing  no  more  than  the  mere  opinions  and  pre 
cepts  of  an  unauthorized  individual,  it  would  not, 
in  the  estimation  of  any  reafonable  man,  be  lookc  d 
upon  as  a  thing  of  national  importance  ;  as  a  docu 
ment  to  which  we  ought  to  refer  for  a  knowledge  of 
our  deftiny.  But  the  fact  is,  it  breathes  no  fuch 
fpirit  \  nor  does  it  cenfure  the  conduct  of  the  Dircc- 
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tory,  or  queftion  its  right  to  interfere  with  our  con« 
cerns. 

The  author  conliders  our  offences  under  three 
heads — firft,  the  Government's  deliberating  whether 
it  fhould  receive  the  Envoy  of  the  Princes  or  not ; 
fecondly,  the  deciiions  of  our  courts  of  juftice  re- 
fpecling  French  prizes  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  Eritifh 
treaty.  Now,  who  would  not  imagine,  from  the 
flattering  exordium  of  the  New-York  editors,  that 
this  "  eminent  writer"  has  afferted  our  right  to  deli- 
berate  with  refpecl  to  the  reception  of  an  Envoy ; 
our  right  to  exercife  the  judicial  authority  in  our  own 
country •,  and  our  right  to  make  treaties  without  the 
leave  of  France  ?  This,  I  think,  was  the  leaf!  we 
could  expecl  from  our  boafted  friend  and  advocate, 
on  whom  we  are  delired  to  place  fo  much  reliance. 
Very  far  is  L.  P.  Segur  from  alierting  any  fuch  thing  : 
he  willies  the  ufurpers  to  pardon  us  for  deliberating, 
not  becaufe  we  had  a  right  to  deliberate,  but  becaule 
the  remit  of  the  deliberation  was  favourable  to  the 
itfurpers.  The  deciiions  of  our  courts  of  law  he 
\vifhes  to  be -pardoned — not  becaufe  we  had  a  right 
to  decide  at  all  on  the  prizes,  but  becauie  Mr. 
Pinckney  was  charged  to  fatisfy  France  on  thefubjett. 
As  to  the  third  and  moft  important  point,  the  Britiih 
treaty,  Citizen  Segur  plainly  afferts  that  we  had  no 
right  to  make  it,  and  that  France  is  very  juftly  dif- 
pleafed  with  us  for  the  liberty  we  have  taken  on  that 
head  ;  and  his  only  reafon  for  adviling  the  defpots 
from  infilling  on  our  breaking  it  immediately  is, 
"  that  the  moft  probable  confequcnce  of  fuch  a  ftep 
Cc  would  be  to  embitter  not  only  the  Government,  but 
"  every  individual  in  the  United  States  againjl  us,  I 
<c  will  not  only  repeat  that  we  have  as  yet  compa- 
"  ratively  no  marine,  while  the  Englifh  have  a  for- 
"  midahle  one — that  if  we  oblige  the  Americans  to 
fc  make  a  decilive  option  between  the  two  powers, 
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u  motives  of  fear  may  force  them  to  fa&  ftdt  of  JLng- 
«  land." 

Thus  we  fee  plainly  that  it  is  not  on  the  ground 
of  right  that  he  defends  us,  or  exhorts  the  Directory 
to  fpare  us  ;  it  is  on  that  of  policy  only  :  fear  that  we 
ihould  call  in  the  aid  of  Great  Britain,  while  France 
has,  "  as  yet"  hardly  any  navy.  When  fhe  has  a 
navy,  this  bar  will  of  courfe  be  removed ;  and  if 
we  cannot  be  bullied  into  a  rclinquifhment  of  the 
treaty  now,  we  ihall  be  bailed  into  it  then.  This  is 
the  friendly  advice  of  our  advocate,  the  eminent  L. 
P.  Segur  ;  this  "  lejjens  the  pro/fed  of  a  rupture  with 
"  France ;"  this  is  the  voice  of  confolation  to  our 
afflicted  minds.  Miferable  and  defperate  indeed  mud 
be  the  affairs  of  a  nation: — funk  and  degraded  its 
fpirit,  when  it  catches  with  avidity  at  fuch  a  vague, 
^authenticated,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  infolent  in 
dication  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  its  enemy.  To 
preferve  peace  is  certainly  a  moil  defirable  object ; 
but  a  nation  that  has  nothing  elfe  to  preferve  is  abfo- 
lutely  unworthy  of  the  name.  Yet  this  feems  to  be 
the  all  in  all  of  the  editors  of  the  New  -York  Gazette  ; 
fb  that  what  they  communicate  to  their  readers 
"  leflens  the  profpect  of  a  rupture,"  they  care  not 
how  infolent  it  be,  or  how  degrading  to  themfelves 
and  their  country.  Were  it  not  for  their  endlcfs 
commemorations  of  the  fucccifes  of  laft  war,  and 
the  boozing- matches  that  it  occalions  to  this  clay,  one 
would  really  take  thofe  good  people  to  be  Quakers. 

Irijh  Emigrants.  P  aft  or  Arnold* — New- York,  21  ft 
July.  Yefterday  arrived  the  fhip  Warren,  Captain 
Stanton,  in  fifty-two  days  from  Newry,  with  about  two 
hundred  fouls.  On  the  29th  of  May  there  was  no  infur- 
reclion  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  molt  in 
telligent  men,  none  would  take  place,  as  Government 
had,  by  feizing  papers  belonging  to  foine  Committees 
of  United  Iriihaien,  developed  their  object  and  plans, 

and 
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and  were  purfuing  the  mofl  rigorous  meafures  to 
prevent  their  intended  purpofes.  The  country  was 
full  of  foldiers — magiftrates  acted  at  difcretion,  fend 
ing  fome  on  board  tenders,  others  to  prifon,  and, 
latterly,  thofe  who  were  apprehended  were  lent  to 
camp  to  be  tried  by  martial  law.  The  Reverend 
John  Arnold^  late  Paftor  of  the  Prefbyterian  congre 
gation  at  Balhbay,  in  the  county  of  Monaghan,  is 
a  paffenger,  and  among  the  number  of  thofe  who 
were  obliged  to  fly  the  country  for  efpouling  the  po 
pular  caufe.  It  was  cuftomary  for  the  country  to 
aflemble  to  reap  the  oats  andy?;^  the  potatoes  of  fuch 
as  were  imprifoned  for  pair  lot  Ifm9  or  were  otherwiie 
objects  of  commiferation.  This  gentleman  thought 
it  no  degradation  of  character  to  march  at  the  head 
of  a  party,  who  planted  the  potatoes  of  Jive  helplefs 
widows  ;  for  this  aelion  he  was  Mill  a  proper  object 
of  perfecution  :  a  military  guard  rolled  his  houfe  of 
his  arms-,  but  by  timous  information  he  had  efcaped 
a  few  moments  previous  to  their  arrival,  without  even 
taking  leave  of  his  wife  and  family  *, 

MONDAY,  24th  JULY. 

American  Morals. — To  every  reflecting  mind,  3 
review  of  the  events  which  have  taken  place  among 

*  After  congratulating  my  readers  on  the  ftrength,  rigour,  and 
fuccefs  of  the  Irifh  Government,  and  on  the  operation  of  martial 
law  on  the  rebels,  I  cannot  refrain  from  joining  them  in  commiiera- 
ting  the  cafe  of  Paftor  Arnold.  It  was  cuftomary,  it  ieems,  to  affift 
thofe  who  were  imprifoned  for  patriotifm^  and  accordingly  the  good 
-gentleman  was  marching  at  the  head  of  a  party  to  affifl  five  helplefs 
tvidows  in  foddinv  their  potatoes  !  This  is  i'urely  Irifh  ;  for,  though 
five  helplefs  widows  might  very  probably  be  imprifoned  for  patri- 
ttifui  in  that  patriotic  country;  yet  being  fo  imprifoned,  how  could 
the  Paftor  be  marching  to  ajjijl  them  in  the  potatoe-fields  ? 

]t  was  abominably  barbarous,  to  be  fure,  fovfoldicrs  to  rob  an  in- 
offenfive  clergyman  of  his  arms  !  to  tear  from  his  facred  clutches  his 
"  holy  text  of  pike  and  gun  ;"  the  comfort  of  his  declining  years, 
and  the  rock  of  his  falvation  ! — Query  ;  Did  the  Reverend  IVlr.  Ar 
nold  keep  arms  in  his  houfe  to  reap  oats  and fod potatoes  with  ? 

fome- 
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fome  great  political  actors  in  the  United  States  within 
a  few  years  pail,  muft  be' attended  with  extreme  grief, 
mortification,  and  appreheniion  ;  with  grief,  for  the 
great  depravity  and  corruption  of  morals  which  they 
manifeft  ;  with  mortification,  as  they  affect  the  ho 
nour  and  purity  of  the  American  character ;  and 
with  ferious  apprehenfion  of  the  confequences  which 
may  refult  from  the  influence  of  ib  many  examples 
pf  an  abandonment  of  integrity,  not  among  the 
commonalty,  for  vice  in  the  vulgar  clafTes  is  lo  be 
met  with  every  where ;  but  in  high  and  exalted  ila- 
tions,  and  in  perfons  felected  by  their  fellow- citizens 
to  fill  offices  of  great  truft,  cliftinclion,  and  confi 
dence. 

When  we  behold  a  Secretary  of  State,  in  whom 
pride  alone  fhould  have  fupplied  the  place  of  virtue 
on  account  of  the  eminent  and  diftinguithed  family 
from  whom  he  was  defcended,  and  with  whom  he 
was  related,  bafely  forfaking  his  duty,  meanly  offer 
ing  himielf  for  a  purchafe,  and  bartering  his  country 
for  the  gold  of  an  intriguing  foreigner ;  when  we 
fee  a  great  diplomatic  character  return  from  an  em- 
bafly  in  which  he  betrayed  the  beft  interefls  of  his 
country  to  the  politics  of  an  infidious  nation,  and 
humbling  the  American  people,  by  liitening  to  a 
public  abufe  of  them,  carefied,  feafted,  and  jufti- 
fied  by  the  iirft  officers  in  the  Government ;  when  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  detected 
in  debauching  the  fidelity  of  the  public  fervants,  and 
in  plotting  fchemes  of  ambition  and  defperate  enter- 
prife,  tending  to  commit  the  peace  of  his  country  : 
when  it  is  now  notorious  that  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  in  Congrefs  were  in llru mental  in  fomenting 
and  encouraging-  the  late  infurreclion  in  the  Weft, 
and  that  the  principles  of  the  chief  magifirate  of  the 
State  in  which  it  unhappily  appeared,  were  fo  much 
fufpe£ted  of  difaffeclion,  and  his  attachment  to  the 
fo  c^ueitionable,  that  it  was  found  unfafe  to 
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confide  its  fuppreffion  in  his  hands;  when,  in  fact, 
this  very  man,  his  family,  and  his  friends,  were  dif- 
covered  in  applying  to  their  own  purpoies,  without 
form,   and   without   fecurity,  large  fums  of  money 
placed  under  the  guardianfhip  of  a  public  institution  ; 
when  the  Prefident  and  Cafhier  of  an  extenlivebank 
in  the  capital,  and  a  principal  officer  in  another  bank 
in  a  great  loutbern  lea-port,  connected  with  a  man 
not  long  lince  in  an  elevated  lituation,  are  found 
betraying  their  trulls,  and  embezzling  the  property 
they  were  paid  to  protect ;  when  a  Judge  of  the  Pleas 
is  publicly  detected  in  fhop- lift  ing ;  when  an  officer 
in  a  confpicuous  Itation  in  the  collection  of  the  re 
venue  is  diftnuTed  for  delinquency  ;  when  a  merchant, 
lately  a   member   of  the  National  Legiflature,  the 
firft  fome  years  paft  in  a  commercial  character,  has 
\vantonly  engaged  in  the  wilder!  fchemes  of  fpecu- 
3ation  and  expenfe,  and  in  connexion  with  a  man 
xvhofe  high  reputation  had  called  him  to  an  elevated 
office  of  control   and  fuperintcndence,  involving  in 
their  own  fall  more  families  in  ^general  and  pungent 
diitrefs,  than  a  thoufand  bankruptcies  had  ever  pro 
duced  ;  when  an  aifociate  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
is  held  in  du  relic  for  an  imrnenfe  debt,  contracted  in 
vilionary  plans  of  perfonal  aggrandizement  ;  when 
time  has  brought  to  light  that  a  profound  philofopher 
and  flatefman,  whofe  fame  haci   filled  Europe  and 
America,  meanly  and  traitorondy  confented,  in  the 
very  moment  of  public  enthufiafm,  when  thele  States 
had  juit  achieved  their  independence,  to  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  France,  without  condition  and  without 
control  :  in  fine,  when-  we  view  the  fecond  magif- 
trate  in  the  United  States,  the  prefiding  head  of  an 
independent  branch  of  the  Government,  erecting  the 
ilandard  of  oppofition,  rallying  around  it  a  holt  of 
malcontents,  and  taking  a  polition  as  the   chief  of 
a  faction  ;   when  we  lee  him  openly  vindicating   the 
infults  and  aggrcilions  of  a  foreign  nation;  purpofely 

'  miftating 
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miilating  the  political  fituation  and  fentimcnts  of 
the  country  in  correfpondence  with  adiftant  it  ranger, 
and  courted  by  the  plunderers  and  enemies  of  Ame 
rica — when  all  thefe  fhameful  and  degrading  circum- 
ftanccs  are  reviewed,  what  are  we  to  think  of  our 
republican  morals  ?  Well  may  we  exclaim  with  the 
ConfefTbr  Fauchet,  "  if  this  people  are  thus  early  de- 
"  crepit,  what  may  we  expect  in  their  old  age  ?" 
The  hiftory  of  the  moft  corrupt  nation,  and  the  mofr 
defpotic  or  degenerate  monarchy  in  Europe,  cannot 
produce  a  like  number  of  inftances  of  fuch  fcandal- 
ous,  criminal,  and  traitorous  conduct  in  their  public 
functionaries,  it  may  be  fafely  affirmed,  even  in  the 
lapfe  of  a  century.  After  fuch  examples,  how  can 
it  be  wondered  at  that  an  advertifement  fhould  ap 
pear  in  our  public  prints,  giving  notice  of  a  fwindiin* 
affignment  of  his  eftate,  by  a  member  of  Congreis 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital,  for  the  purpofe  of  de 
frauding  his  creditors  ;  or  that  our  people  fhould  join 
the  French  marauders,  and  pillage  the  property,  and 
threaten  the  lives  of  their  defencelefs  countrymen, 
under  the  flag  of  thefe  pirates ;  or  that  we  are  fo 
abufed  and  humbled  as  to  fubmit,  with  patience,  to 
the  public  infults  of  a  frivolous  Spaniard,  half  don 
and  half  fans-culotte  ? 

Venice  and  Bonaparte. — We  fee  by  the  infamous 
proclamation  of  this  fcoundrel,  refpefting  Venice, 
that  that  ancient  and  celebrated  republic,  after  having 
weathered  the  itorms  of  tvelve  centuries,  is  like  to 
fall  a  facrifice  to  the  all-devouring  tyranny  of  France. 
It  feems  that,  after  having  feen  their  towns  burnt, 
their  wives  and  daughters  deflowered,  their  religion 
infulted,  and  their  houfes  plundered,  the  Venetians, 
weaned  out  with  a  feries  of  fuch  outrages,  took  the 
pious,  though  defperate,  refolution  of  facrificing  a 
few  hundred  of  thefe  cut-throats  :  this  offence  a  ge 
nerous  enemy  would  have  pardoned,  when  he  knew 
1  it 
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it  was  the  confequence  of  his  own  provocations  f 
but  the  favage  Corfican  chief  is  not  fuch  an  enemy  3 
he  is  glad  of  a  pretext  fo  plaulihle  to  glut  his  hungry 
myrmidons  with  the  riches  of  many  years  peaceable 
commerce. 

As  the  infidels  have  now  ho  enemies  remaining  iri 
that  quarter,  except  the  Venetians,  they  will  not 
meet  with  much  difficulty  in  fubjugating  the  repub 
lic,  efpecially  as  they  have  been  long  enough  there 
to  debauch  the  principles  of  the  lower  claffes  by  the 
vile  doctrines  of  equality  ;  and  the  mildeft  fate"  that 
the  State  has  to  expect  is,  to  be  plundered  without 
mercy,  under  the  name  of  contributions  ;  to  3ofe 
her  richer!  Italian  provinces,  and  to  have  her  Go 
vernment  new-modelled  a  la  mode  Frangaife.  Five 
Doges,  inftead  of  one,  will  hereafter  wed  the  Adri 
atic  annually,  as  the  proxies  of  their  French  lords. 
Neither  her  ancient  fame  nor  her  prefent  pacific 
principles,  will  afford  Venice  any  protection  againft 
the  gripe  of  the  rapacious  marauders. 

Notwithstanding  Bonaparte's  criminations,  no  man 
of  common  fenfe  and  candour  will  believe,  that  the 
Venetians,  who  had  reilfted  every  folicitation  of  the 
.combined  powers  to  malce  a  common  caufe  againft 
France,  would  have  committed  any  hofiilities  againft 
her,  unlefs  their  patience  had  been  exhaufted  by  the 
greats  ft  outrages.  No  I  the  fcene  alone  of  the  pre 
tended  crimes  proves  the  manifeft  falfehood  of  the 
charge  :  Padua,  Verona,  Vicenza,  &c.  are  all  within 
the  Venetian  territories  ;  and,  of  courfe,  whatever  the 
inhabitants  did  there  was  in  their  own  defence.  Every 
law,  human  and  divine,  would  have  warranted  them 
in  extirpating  the  invaders.  Had  the  "  Lion  of  Si.  Mark 
"  in  reality  verified  the  old  proverb,  that  Italy  is  the  tomb 
"  of  the  French"  and  rid  the  world  of  thofe  monfters, 
he  would  have  deferred  well  oi  mankind.  The  ven 
geance  would  have  been  more  juft  on  thefethan  any 
of  the  former  invaders  of  Italy,  either  ancient  or 

modern ; 
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jnodern ;  inasmuch  as  thefe  furpafs  all  their  prede- 
ceffors  in  crimes.  Until  thefe  profligate  days,  there 
have  been  fome  principles  of  honour,  even  in  war ; 
an  enemy  has  confined  himfelf  to  what  mifchief  he 
could  do  by  his  own  force  and  that  of  his  allies ;  but 
the  firtt  object  of  the  French  favages,  in  all  the 
countries  where  they  have  entered,  has  been  to  fnap 
the  bands  of  focicty  afunder,  to  teach  rebellions,  and 
to  tempt  fubjecls  to  fight  again  ft  their  fovereigns  by 
the  lure  of  plunder.  Thefe  are  bafe  and  cowardly 
principles,  and  ought  to  be  profcribed  by  all  man 
kind,  as  hoftile  to  every  virtue ;  but  it  is  to  thefe 
principles  that  the  French  owe  all  their  fuccefles, 
and  for  thcfc  their  name  will  be  ever  infamous  above 
all  other  tyrants  and  ufurpers. 

Spanijh  Mlmjler. — To  THE  CAVALIER  YRUJO, 
Mintfter  of  Spain.  As  it  would  greatly  aggravate  the 
outrage  which  you  have  committed  againft  the  Go 
vernment  of  the  United  States  to  fuppofe  that  your 
audacity  had  proceeded  upon  exteniive  and  correct 
information  relative  to  diplomatic  rules  and  autho 
rity  ;  and  as  neither  your  writings  nor  your  conver- 
fation  warrant  fuch  a  conclufion,  I  am  contented  to 
believe  that,  on  the  prefent  occaiion,  you  are  at  once 
the  victim  of  an  infidious  defign  on  the  part  of  your 
advifers,  and  of  an  infufferable  vanity  on  your  own 
part. 

The  defire  of  appearing  what  you  are  not,  and 
never  can  be,  a  politician  and  an  author,  has  be 
trayed  you  into  an  excefs  which  would  degrade  an 
underftanding  even  weaker  than  yours.  To  this 
belief,  that  you  have  been  betrayed  in  this  excefs, 
you  will  be  indebted  for  that  portion  of  lenity  which 
I  may  obferve  towards  you  in  the  fequcl  of  my  re 
marks  on  your  very  extraordinary  conduct. 

Prefatory  to  thefe  remarks,  I  muft  call  your  at 
tention  to  an  hiftorical  fact,  which,  in  your  volumi 
nous 
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nous  readings,  may  have  efcaped  your  recollection. 
Prom  this  fadl  you  may  collect  an  inftrudtion  which>r 
while  it  reproves  your  late  intemperance,  may  ferve 
as  a  guide  for  your  future  conduct,  if  the  forbear 
ance  of  our  policy  fhould  overlook  your  firft  indif- 
cretion,  and  tolerate  your  future  refidence  among 
us. 

"  In  the  year  1699,  during  the  reign  of  William 
"  III.  the  Marquis  of  Canales,  the  Spanifh  Ambaf- 
"  fador  at  London,  delivered  a  memorial  to  the 
<c  Lords  Juftices  (the  King  being  on  the  continent), 
"  in  which  he  complained  of  the  conducl  of  the 
"  Britilh  Court  towards  Spain,  and  appealed  from 
44  the  King  to  the  Parliament." 

The  regency  had  no  fooner  communicated  this 
paper  to  the  King,  than  he  ordered  the  AmbafTador 
to  quit  the  kingdom  in  eighteen  days,  and  to  remain 
within  his  houfe  until  the  time  of  his  departure.— 
He  was  likewife  given  to  nnderftand  that  no  wri 
ting  would  be  received  from  him,  or  any  of  his  do- 
meitics. 

"  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  Englifh  Minifier  at  Madrid, 
"  was  ordered  to  complain  of  the  affront  offered  to 
"  his  mailer,  which  he  ftyled  an  infolent  and  faucy 
"  attempt  to  ftir  up  fedition  in  the  kingdom  by  ap- 
<f  pealing  to  the  people  and  Parliament  of  England, 
4C  againft  his  Majefty.'* 

It  is  poflible  that  the  fource  from  which  this  facl: 
has  been  drawn,  will  be  confidered  as  too  pure  to  be 
regarded  by  you  as  a  precedent  of  any  authority ; 
and  therefore  with  a  view  to  accommodate  the  turbid 
temper  of  your  opinions,  I  will  recall  to  your  re 
membrance  what  paffed  on  the  part  of  Genet,  the 
great  apofrle  of  dif organization,  when  he  was  charged 
with  an  intention  of  appealing  from  the  Govern 
ment  to  the  people. — Such  an  authority  cannot  fail 
to  command  your  refpecl:. 

Genet,  alarmed  at  what  had  efcaped  from  him 

with 
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\vitb  refpect  to  an  appeal  from  the  Government  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  convinced  that 
the  deliberate  avowal  of  fuch  an  intention  would 
completely  difcredit  and  defeat,  his  fchemes,  raved 
loudly  againft  the  charge,  and  threatened  to  pro- 
fecute  the  authors  of  fo  vile  a  calumny.  Such  a 
difclaimer  of  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  Govern 
ment  to  the  people,  may  have  coniiderable  influence 
in  convincing  you  how  grofsly  you  have  been  im- 
pofed  upon,  in  being  made  the  dupe  of  your  own 
vanity,  and  the  malevolence  of  your  advifers. 

The  confequences  of  fuch  intemperance  and  in- 
difcretion,  to  your  own  pretenfions,  and  to  your 
matter's  interelts,  will  be  explained  in  a  fubfequent 
communication. 

AMERICANUS. 

Spanijh  Jackafs. — In  ^Efop's  fable  of  the  lick  lion, 
we  read,  that,  among  the  many  beafts  that  came  to 
infult,  was  the  afs,  who  had  his  kick  at  the  indif- 
pofed  fovereign  of  the  forefts  ;  and  now,  to  be  fure, 
after  other  beafts  have  vented  their  fpite,  the  Spanijh 
Jackafs,  thinking  the  Lion  pair  recovery,  brufhes  up 
to  exercife  his  cowardly  hoof  on  him.  But  let  the 
defpicable  animal  beware  ;  for  the  Lion  is  able  to  in 
flict  vengeance  on  him,  and  all  his  bafe  compa 
nions. 

Envoys'  Departure  for  France. — On  Tuefday  laft, 
Genera1  Marfhall,  one  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Republic  of  France,  failed  for 
Amfterdam,  in  the  brig  Grace,  Captain  Wills.  It 
is  faicl  Mr.  Gerry,  the  other  Commiffioner,  has  failed 
from  New-York  or  Bofton. 

Bache' s  Character. — A  writer,  under  the  fignature 
of  MILO,  wifhes  to  reclaim  Bache ;  but,  to  recall 
Bache  "  from  the  paths  of  vice,"  would,  I  fancy, 

VOL.  vi.  Y  require 
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require  fomething  more  powerful  thari  the  voice  of 
MILO  ;  and,  as  to  the  fcoundrel's  returning  to  confi- 
deratlon,  I  fhould  be  very  forry  if  it  were  poffible. — 
No;  MILO  may  moralize,  and  PORCUPINE  may 
prick  ;  but  no  converlion  will  ever  be  wrought  in 
him,  till  there  is  an  entire  and  complete  revolution, 
not  in  the  government,  but  in  his  circuniftances. 
When  I  either  fee  Bache,  or  hear  of  him,  he  always 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the  man  whom  crook-backed 
Richard's  page  recommended  as  the  murderer  of 
his  nephew — "  I  know,  my  liege,"  fays  he,  "  a 
*c  dif contented  gentleman )  whofe  humble  means  match 
"  not  his  haughty .  mind:  gold  were  as  good  as 
"  twenty  orators,  and  will,  no  doubt,  tempt  him 
"  to  any  thing."  If  MILO  can  outbid  the  French 
Republic,  he  may  poffibly  lilence  the  bowlings  of 
the  proftitute  Cerberus;  but  if  not,  he  may  fpare 
his  moral  eflays. 


TUESDAY,    25th  JULY. 

Bl/hdp  of  Bergamo. — The  laft  papers  from  Eng 
land  have  brought  us  the  following  curious  ar 
ticle  : 

Paftoral  Letter  from  the  Venetian  Bi/hop  of  Bergamo 
to  the  'venerable  Clergy  of  that  City  and  Diocefe. 

It  is  the  inconteftable  fenfe  of  the  Holy  Scrip 
tures,  that  every  power  is  from  God ;  therefore,  obe 
dience  to  the  fecular  power  is  obedience  to  God ;  and 
whoever  refill eth  the  one  is  guilty  of  difobedience  to 
he  other.  The  fupport  of  the  prefent  new  form  of 
civil  government,  to  which  we  have  been  conducted 
by  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth,  and  all  therein,  is  a  part 
of  the  charge  of  your  facred  fun&ions,  venerable 
brethren  in  Jefus  Chriit.  It  is  your  duty  to  difplay 
with  zeal  and  perfpicuity  to  all  your  parifhioners, 
both  in  your  catechifras  and  fermons,  the  neceility 

of 
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fcf  their  moft  cordial  obedience  to  the  juft  and  fo- 
ciable  laws  of  the  people  of  Bergamo,  reprefented 
by  their  legitimate  municipality,  and  defended  by 
the  fincere  and  effectual  protection  of  the  French 
Republic,  which  has  alfo  promifed  to  fe  cure  and 
maintain  the  holy  Catholic  religion 9  which  we  profefs, 
pure  and  inviolable. 

The  property  of  individuals  will  alfo  be  re* 
fpecled,  and  convenient  and  efficacious  means 
adopted  for  the  happy  eftablifhment  of  the  public 
tranquillity  at  large.  In  neglecting  an  obligation 
£>f  fo  much  importance,  you  would  render  your- 
felves  guilty  of  an  inexcufable  omiffion  ;  and  if,  to 
the  fharae  of  your  laudable  diligence,  any  fhould 
refufe  to  yield  due  obedience,  their  culpability  will 
be  manifefted  to  all  men,  and  merit  exemplary  pu- 
nifhment.  May  God,  the  Author  of  all  goodnefs 
and  mercy,  now  and  for  ever  banifli  all  evil  from 
the  beloved  people  of  Bergamo,  to  whom  I  mofl: 
cordially  impart  the  pafloral  benediction  *  ! 

To  Peter  Porcupine. 
Srkj 

I  have  frequently  heard  the  democrats  ftyle  Mr. 
JefFerfon  "  the  man  of  the  people."  If  you  will 

*  Here's  a  fcoundrel  of  &  Biftiop  for  you  1  The  rebellion  ef- 
fefted  by  the  aid  of  the  Fench  cut -throats  and  atheiits,  he  tells 
iiis  flock  they  have  been  conducted  to  by  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth. 
Ail  power,  he  tells  them,  is  from  God;  and,  therefore,  whoever 
relifteth  the  one  is  gniity  of  difobedience  to  the  other.  This  is 
true  Italian  logic ;  juft  iiich  as  we  hear  from  the  odious  pair  of 
Italian  lips,  which  are  fuffered  to  wag  in  our  Congrefs.  Accord 
ing  to  this  rafcally  Biftiop,  if  a  man  claps  a  piftol  to  my  bread, 
and  commands  me  to  rebel  again  (I  my  country,  or  to  murder  my 
father,  I  am  to  do  it,  u  becaufe  all  power  is  of  God,  and  to  refifl 
"  the  one  is  to  difobey  the  other.'*  This  mitred  mifcreunt  is  a 
Jacobin,  an  apoftate,  or,  to  fry  ail  in  one  word,  a  fecond  Talleyrand 
Perigoid,  who  is  now,  as  iome  of  our  poltroon  paptrs  tell  us, 
«ne  of  our  worthy  advocates  with  the  five  dsfpots, 

y   z  pleafe 
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plrafe  to  afcertain  what  entitles  him  to  the  appella 
tion,  it  fhall  be  gratefully  acknowledged.  It  has 
puzzled  me  a  good  deal,  I  allure  you,  as  I  always 
underflood,  that  lie  proved  himfelf  a  coward  in  our 
conteft  with  Britain ;  and  that,  when  the  Englifh 
troops  were  about  to  enter  Virginia,  this  man  of  the 
people  backed  them,  juft  as  Falftaff  backed  his 
companions  ;  that  is,  he  turned  his  back  upon  them, 
and  ran  away  like  a  lufty  fellow. 

Yours,         A  COUNTRY  QUERIST. 

(^  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  my  correfpund- 
ent  to  fatisfactory  a  tblution  of  this  problem  as  he 
will  find  in  the  Effays  of  Phocion.  He  will  there 
fee  what  has  earned  the  Virginian  philofopher  the 
mobbifh  title.  In  the  mean  time,  if  the  Querift  likes 
to  reafon  from  analogy,  he  may  recollect  what 
fort  of  a  man  that  is,  who,  in  England,  is  called 
the  man  of  the  people. 

Irljh  Emigrant. — We  hear  that  a  Prefbyterian 
minifter,  of  the  name  of  Langworthy,  celebrated 
for  flirring  up  the  people  to  infurreclion,  has  made 
his  efcape  from  Ireland,  and  is  arrived  at  New- 
York.  A  correfpondent  fuggefts,  that  he  will,  no 
doubt,  be  a  valuable  acquitition  to  the  flour-mer 
chants,  as  he  will  not  only  be  found  extremely  able 
at  the  plotting  bufinefs,  but  may  ferve  them  occa- 
lionally  as  father  confejfor. 

Livingftons  Eloquence  and  Perfon. — The  following 
extradt  from  the  filly  fpeech  of  the  taper-limbed 
orator  of  New-York  has  been  publifhed  by  a 
country  Jacobin,  as  one  of  the  choiceft  flowers 
from  the  garden  of  rhetoric. 

"  Oh  !"  faid  Mr.  Livingfton,  in  the  debate  on 
the  reported  addrefs  to  the  Prefident,  "  let  me 

"  not 
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"  not  pafs  over  unnoticed  that  joy  which  I  fo  well 
"  remember  to  have  beamed  on  every  countenance, 
"  upon  the  infpiring  tidings  that  France  had  joined 
66  her  arms  to  ours,  in  defence  of  our  liberties — -no, 
cc  it  can  never  be  erafed  from  my  heart :  in  the 
tc  gloomy  horrors  of  defolation,  and  an  afTaflinating 
"  war,  I  could  read  by  the  light  of  thofe  flames 
<c  which  confumed  my  paternal  manfion,  by  the 
"  joy  that  fparkled  in  every  eye,  how  great  were 
"  the  confequences  of  her  union  to  America — I  feel 
"  the  revival  of  that  animating  joy  kindle  this  mo- 
"  ment  in  my  bofom — I  will  for  ever  cherifh  it  in 
my  heart,  and  I  truft  never  part  with  it,  till  I 
fhall  part  with  every  other  fenfation  *." 


( 


WEDNESDAY,  26th  JULY. 

Gratfan.  —  Yeflerday,  fays  a  London  paper,  ar 
rived  a  mail  from  Ireland,  which  has  brought  a 
number  of  papers  to  the  i8th  inil.  containing  a 
fuller  account  of  the  important  debates  on  a  reform 
of  Parliament  on  the  preceding  day.  By  fome  of 
thefe  we  are  given  to  underftand,  that  the  oppo- 
iition  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  have  deter- 


*  At  firft  view  I  thought  the  printer  had  quoted  the  paffage  as 
afample  of  that  inflated  nonfenfe,  for  which  the  pretty  Ned  Froth 
is  fo  famous ;  but,  by  looking  over  fome  other  parts  of  the  paper, 
J  foon  perceived  that  the  fans-culotte  clown  brought  it  forward 
for  the  admiration  of  his  readers. 

If  ever  there  was  a  fpecimen  of  bombaft,  complete  in  all  its  re- 
quifites,  nonfenfical,  turgid,  and  naufeous,  this  fally  of  Ned's  is 
certainly  one.  Such  language,  even  from  a  good,  wholefome,  fuf- 
ceptible-looking  man,  would  be  difgufting  ;  but  to  hear  this  long 
iron,  or  rather  brafs,  figure,  this  ramrod,  talking  about  "  joy 
"  beaming  on  his  countenance,  and  kindling  in  bis  bofom  J*  mult 
have  been  as  good  -as  an  emetic.  His  bofom^  indeed  !  Why,  poor 
Edward  has  no  bofom  ;  his  breaft  is  an  unplaned  plank ;  his 
carcafs  is  a  clock-cafe,  his  inteftines  are  the  hard-twifred  cords,  and 
his  heart  is  the  drofly,  cankered  iron-weight.  So  much  for  New* 
York  rhetoric, 

Y  3  mined 
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mined  not  to  attend  the  Houfe  any  longer.  Mr, 
Grattan,  in  the  concluding  part  of  his  fpeech  on  the 
iubjecl  of  reform,  is  faid  to  have  declared  this  in 
the  following  terms  :  tf  We  have  offered  our  mea- 
"  fure — you  will  reject  it — we  deprecate  yours— 
"  you  will  perfevere :  having  no  hopes  left  to  per- 
"  fuade  or  difTuade,  and  having  difcharged  our  duty, 
"  we  fhall  trouble  you  no  more,  and,  after  this  day > 
"  fhall  not  attend  the  Houfe  of  Commons  *." 

GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  'tried  and  condemned !  !  ! 

Captain  M'Dougal,  of  the  brig  Sea  Nymph, 
brings  a  confirmation  of  the  capture  of  the  fhip 
Governor  Mijflin,  belonging  to  this  port,  by  a  French 
privateer  lliip,  on  the  i  gth  of  April,  in  light  of 
Cape  de  Gat,  and  carried  into  Carthage na  ;  the 
iliip  and  cargo  condemned  the  z6th  of  the  lame 
month. 


THURSDAY,  27th  JULY. 

Emigrants. — MR.  PORCUPINE,  It  is  the  great 
misfortune  of  this  country  that  foreigners  have  Teats 
in  the  federal  legiflature.  All  that  have  partaken 
of  this  honour,  To  far  as  has  come  to  my  know-, 
ledge,  have  been  diftinguifhed  by  dangerous  difor- 
ganizing  principles :  the  mania  of  the  French  re 
volution  has  poire/Ted  them  all.  Having  purchafecj 
the  right  of  citizenfhip  fo  cheaply  themfelves,  it  is 
natural  that  they  fhould  wifh  to  extend  the  facility 

*  Thus  the  penfioned,  yet  feditious,  Grattan  and  his  crew,  are, 
after  all  their  hoafted  influence,  fairly  driven  from  the  field. 
"  We  (hail  trouble  yon  no  more,  and,  after  this  day,  fhall  not  at- 
**  tend  the  Houfe  of  Commons."  Pious  refolmion  !  happy 
riddance  !  Would  to  heaven  the  example  may  be  followed  by  their 
brother  patriots  of  England  !  Were  it  to  extend  even  acrofs  the 
Atlantic;  were  their  factious  admirers  here  to  refoive  never  more 
to  trouble  the  country  with  their  prefence  in  Congrefs,  it  would  cer 
tainly  be  worth  all  the  refolves  they  have  hitherto  pafied. 
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to  all  their  fellow-emigrants  ;  for  on  the  number  of 
fuch  voters  they  depend  for  a  continuance  in  office. 
Should  affairs  continue  in  their  prefent  train  for  a 
few  years  more,  I  fhould  not  wonder  to  fee  all  the 
large  towns  and  the  frontier  countries,  in  the  mid 
dle  and  fouthern  States,  reprefented  by  French  or 
Iri(h  men ;  by  men,  whofe  demerits  in  Europe  had 
obliged  them  to  fly  to  this  common  receptacle  of 
crimes,  and  whofe  refidence  here  had  been  juft  long 
.enough  to  entitle  them  to  a  vote.  Unlefs  fome 
remedy  can  be  devifed  to  Hop  the  progrcfs  of  this 
jevil,  to  increafe  the  difficulty  of  becoming  a  citizen, 
and  to  reftricl;  the  right  of  fuffrage  to  competent 
property,  the  peace  and  the  liberties  of  this  country 
mult  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  paffions  and  the  politics 
of  foreigners.  The  low  profligates  of  all  countries 
will  foon  be  able  to  vote  in  the  men  who  will  hu 
mour  or  pay  them  be  ft ;  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will  become  a  furious  intolerant  de 
mocracy. 

Any  perfon  that  will  read  the  debates  in  the 
Congrefs  on  the  ftamp-act,  and  attend  to  .the 
fpeeches  and  votes  of  the  two  foreigners  from  the 
mountains,  Gallatin  and  Lyon,  and  the  two  worthy 
delegates  from  Keniington  and  Iriih  Town,  M'Cle- 
nachan  and  Swanwick,  will  fee  the  propriety  of 
thefe  remarks. 

In  this  delate  Monf.  Gallatin  obferved,  that 
paying  twenty  dollars  for  a  certificate  of  natura 
lization  "  'would  not  only  be  hard,  but  it  might  be 
come  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  country"  As  if  the 
allegiance  of  fuch  men  was  worth  receiving,  who 
would  not  pay  twenty  dollars,  or  more,  for  a  lhare 
in  the  rights  of  a  citizen  ;  or  as  if  any  oaths  they 
would  take,  could  bind  them  to  the  ftate.  On  the 
contrary,  I  really  believe  that  there  will  be  lefs 
danger  in  excluding  from  the  right  of  fuffrage, 
ppt  only  all  thofe  who  are  unwilling,  but  thofe  alfo 

Y  wliq 
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who  are  unable,  to  pay  fo  fmall  a  fum  for  the  pri-f 
vilege. 

Nobody  will  deny  that  the  confutation  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  before  the  revolution,  was  founded  on  the 
generous  bafts  of  civil  liberty  ;  and  yet  no  man  then 
was  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election,  unlefs  he  was 
pofferTed  of  a  freehold,  or  a  clear  perfonal  eftate  of 
fifty  pounds  which  would  purchafe  as  large  a 
freehold  at  that  time,  as  five  hundred  would  now. 
The  fage  legiflator  of  Pennfylvania  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  importance  of  good  govern 
ment,  to  intruft  any  part  of  it  to  the  direction  of 
thofe  who  had  nothing  at  flake  :  he  knew  that  the 
proteclion  of  property  was  the  principal  end  and 
aim  of  civil  iniritutions ;  and  he  was  lenfible  alfo 
that  men  who  had  no  property  were  generally  too 
liable  to  be  enfnared  by  the  arts,  or  poifoned  by  the 
corruption,  of  ambitious  demagogues. 

M'Keans  Duplicity* — From  the  United  States  Ga 
zette. — Mr.  Bache  plumes  himfelf  upon  having  dif- 
covered  the  Preiident's  motives  for  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Hall,  which  are  fo  very  remote  and  impof- 
lible,  that  I  cannot  give  him  much  credit  for  his 
penetration  in  this  inftance  ;  but  I  will  fuggeft  a 
cafe  that  actually  happened,  in  which  his  great  ta 
lent  for  difcovering  motives  has  a  fair  opportunity 
of  difcovering  itfelf.  A  candidate  for  the  appoint 
ment  above  referred  to,  waited  on  a  Chief  Juftice 
(who  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Adams),  and  folicited  his 
intereft:  this  the  Chief  Juiiice  very  politely  declined, 
"  becaufe  it  was  well  known  lie  had  always  been  of- 
pofed  to  the  treaty  >  and  to  all  meafures  for  carrying  it 
into  effeff ;  moreover,  he  was  confident  that  his 
recommendation  would  have  a  contrary  effedt 
with  the  Prefident,  whofe  eleclion  he  had  op- 
poied,  &c.  but  was  very  forry  for  all  this,  and 
wijhed  the  candidate  Jiiccejs"  Next  morning,  as  the 

fame 
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fame  gentleman  was  going  into  the  Prefident's, 
he  meets  the  very  learned  Judge,  leading  out  his 
very  learned  fon,  for  'whom  he  had  been  foli  citing  the 
very  appointment  his  democratic  confcience  forbade  him 
to  give  the  leaft  countenance  to  the  day  before.  Now, 
this  being  rather  a  curious  cafe  of  conscience,  I  re 
commend  it  to  the  fagacity  of  Mr.  B.  for  elucida 
tion.  I  hope  he  will  afcertain  the  motives  with  his 
ufual  preciiion  *, 

Wax  Figures. — MR.  P. — I  fee  by  the  advertife-* 
ment  of  elegant  wax  figures  to  be  feen,  publifhecl 
in  your  paper,  there  are  the  likeneffes  of  the  Royal 
Family  of  France,  which  I  prefume  we  have  little  to 
do  with  at  prefent,  as  the  revolution  has  fvvept  mod 
of  them  off  the  ft  age.  While  the  King  was  alive 
and  in  power,  treaties  fublifling  between  the  two 
countries  taught  us  to  look  on  him  as  a  friend  and 
an  ally ;  but  he  is  gone,  and  peace  to  his  afhes. 
Let  future  Frenchmen  raife  his  murdered  body, 
and  weep  over  it  for  the  crimes  of  their  fathers. 
But  are  we  to  give  our  money  alfo,  for  feeing  the 
likenefs  of  the  bloody-minded  Petion,  Barnave,  and 
Bonaparte,  the  murderers  of  that  King  ?  and  of 


*  I  join  the  public  in  thanking  Mr.  Fenno  for  this  anecdote; 
but  1  cannot  think  that  he  acted  with  his  ufual  confiftency,  in 
leaving  the  cafe  of  confcience  to  be  elucidated  by  Bache.  It  is 
wrong  in  fuch  a  man  as  Fenno  to  abandon,  even  in  a  joke,  his 
fupcriority  over  a  dull-edged,  dull-eyed,  hagard-looking  hireling 
of  France. 

For  my  part,  I  (hall  not  leave  the  cafe  to  be  elucidated  by  Bache. 
I  (hall  declare  at  once,  that,  if  the  anecdote  be  true  (of  which  I 
make  no  donbt),  it  exhibits  an  inftance  of  dirty  meannefs,  hardly 
to  be  equalled  in  the  annals  of  democracy,  and  worthy  only  of  the 
companion  of  Dallas,  and  the  toafter  of  Adet  and  Monroe.  A 
Chief  Juftice  !  Good  Heaven,  preferve  me  from  his  clutches!  \ 
would  almofl  as  foon,  God  forgive  me,  fall  under  thole  of  bis 
•wife  / 

thofe 
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thofe  philosophical  vermin  too,  the  infidel  Voltaire 
and  RoufTeau,  whofe  writings  prepared  the  people 
of  France  for  all  the  horrid  crimes  they  have  iince 
been  guilty  of?  Are  thefe  the  men  whofe  likeneffes 
the  American  thinks  are  worth  preserving,  and 
which  our  children  are  invited  to  pay  a  quarter  of 
a  dollar  for  feeing  ?  Verily  I  would  not  give  a  quar 
ter  of  a  dollar  for  the  whole  group,  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  to  melt  them  down  into  wax  candles. 
But  can  an  American,  who  has  any  fenfe  of  huma 
nity  left,  give  his  money  for  feeing  at  one  opportu 
nity,  the  image  of  Louis  and  his  murderers  brought 
together  ?  I  believe  not,  unlefs  he  was  called  to 
take  the  feat  of  Minos  and  Rhadamanthus,  and  fit 
in  judgment  over  the  criminals  :  for  if  he  fuppofes 
the  one  Worth  preferring,  he  muft  be  tempted  to, 
kick  the  other  out  of  fight.  Taken  all  together,  this 
exhibition  is  too  much  in  the  favage  French  ftyle 
of  the  guillotine  toy,  for  the  amufement  of  their 
children,  and  of  the  dancing  dogs  ihown  under 
the  fhade  of  the  guillotine,  while  it  was  employed 
in  chopping  heads  off.  JBefides,  if  there  were  no 
other  objection  to  the  exhibition,  the  principal 
characters  being  French,  is  at  this  juncture  ob^ 
je&ion  enough. 


Philanthropy.— T)im9  at  the  Warm  Springs  in 
Virginia,  on  the  8th  of  May  laft,  Mr.  Thomas 
Palmer,  a  native  of  England,  and  formerly  a  mer 
chant  in  this  city  ;  he  has  left  a  large  eftate  to  his 
connexions,  and  to  public  ufes.  Amongft  other 
legacies  which  mark  a  moll  benevolent  and  original 
mind,  he  has  left  the  reverfion  of  ONE  HUNDRED 
AND  FIFTY  POUNDS  Iterling,  to  be  applied  annually 
in  premiums  for  effays,  and  in  fuch  other  ways 
as  his  executors  may  judge  proper,  in  order  to  req- 

2  der 
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der  the  atyurd  and  cruel Qraflice  of  war  cleteJliMe,  and 
in  preferring  harmony  among  the,  nations  of  the  earth  "  <, 

Shunt's  Plot. — BOSTON,  July  22.  M'Lean's  "  Ca- 
*'  nada  plot"  is  likely  to  turn  put  worfe  than  Catiline's 
Jate  confpiracy.  The  father-in-law  of  the  Vermont 
Lion,  and  a  number  of  others,  will  be  implicated. 
The  greateft  rogue,  they  fay,  has  turned  king's 
evidence  *f-. 

Bhunfs  Plot.— Extracl  of  a  Letter  to  the  Editor, 
from  a  Gentleman  in  Vermont,  dated  Windfor, 
July  14,  1797.  "  Since  the  mail  is  clofed  we 
have  received  information  from  Canada,  that  the 
two  M'Leans,  taken  fome  time  fince,  with  one 
Butterfielct,  for  treafonable  practices,  have  been 
tried  and  executed.  'Tis  faid  that  Butterfield 
"  turned  Ring's  evidence/'  and  has  difcovered 
an  extenuve  plot  againft  the  province  of  Canada, 
Jn  which  are  concerned  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  firft  men  on  that  fide  of  the  mountain,  with 
the  Governor  at  their  head.  With  it,  alfo,  is  con 
nected  the  pnrchale  of  arms  in  France.  This  in 
formation  comes  in  a  letter  from  Colonel  Porter, 
now  in  Canada/' 


*  It  is  reported,  but  I  cannot  fay  I  think  it  credible,  that  the 
greater  part  of  \\\c  pacific  fpeeches  in  the  lad  fefiion  of  Congrefs 
were  made  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  firft  premium.  O  Lord ! 
what  will  this  world  come  to  ? 

f  When  it  is  known  that  Ira  Allen,  the  Governor  of  Vermont, 
was  never  authorized  to  purchafe  the  20,000  Hand  of  arms,  of 
which  an  account  was  given  the  other  day ;  when  it  was  known 
that  his  fon-in-law  objected  to  the  law  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  ammunition  to  Canada ;  and  when  the  defperate  circumftances 
of  both  are  recollected,  the  proper  conclufion  will  undoubtedly 
]be  drawn. 

FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY,  2ith  JULY. 

A  Letter  to  Doctor  Morfe  from  St.  Johns,  New-. 
Brunfevick.  The  following  letter  is  taken  from  the 
St.  John's  Gazette. 

To  Mr.  JedldiaJi  Morfe. 
SIR, 

In  my  laft  I  noticed  fome  ufeful  hiftorical  obfer- 
vations  refpecling  the  Egyptian  fhephercls ;  and  the 
merit  of  Thales,  derived  from  thole  lovers  of  leeks  and 
onions,  with  authorities  to  Ihow  that  they  are  wonder 
fully  founded.  I  noticed  alfo  how  accurately  you  give 
an  account  of  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  making  it 
23°  29'  in  one  page,  and  23°  30'  in  the  next  ;  alfo, 
that  the  equatorial  inhabitants  move  1020  miles  in  an 
hour  by  an  accurate  diviiion  of  yours,  which  is  new 
to  me ;  and  that  the  reward  received  by  Harrifon 
was  probably  from  your  good  allies,  as  you  ftate  the 
account,  and  for  which  they  ought  to  be  obliged  to 
you.  The  Britim  Aitronomer  Royal,  from  whom 
yon  mutilated  the  account  of  finding  the  lat.  and 
long,  of  places,  is,  doubtlefs,  under  obligations  to 
you  ;  and  your  new  reafon  why  the  meridian  is  fo 
called  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  efpecially  by 
jour  allies  at  the  Cape.  I  ihall  pafs  now  to  your  ninth 
problem,  p.  43,  wherein  is  a  very  curious  note, 
and  not  found  in  Guthrie ;  I  am  much  aflonifhed 
at  his  omiflion  of  fo  ufeful  an  obfervation,  as  he 
feems  to  have  inferted  all  your  problems.  Note— 
*c  By  this  problem  you  may  likewife  fee  at  one  view, 
"  in  diftant  countries,  where  the  inhabitants  are  rif- 
"  ing,  where  breakfafting,  dining,  drinking  tea  ; 
<{  where  going  to  airemblies,  and  where  to  bed." 
This  note  is  (Iriclly  geographical ;  for  eating  and 
fleeping  are  altogether  terreftrial ;  and  dancing  is 
not  generally  acknowledged  to  be  ufed  by  the  ce- 
kftials ;  in  fa 61,  the  bed  divines  are  againit  it ;  and 

Thales 


JULY,  1797.  333 

Thales  and  the  Egyptian  fhepherds  are  of  the  fame 
opinion  ;  but  an  honeft  Irishman  obferved  on  this 
note,  How  can  1  tell  when  they  go  to  dinner  in  Lon 
don  ?  For  they  go  on  to  dine  fo  late,  that  by  J — s 
they  will  loon  dine  the  next  day.  He  was  told  that  it 
was  a  new  method  to  find  the  longitude,  difcovercd 
by  a  perfon  who  lately  fquared  the  circle  by  finding, 
by  accurate  menfuration,  that  if  a  circle  meafures 
twenty-two  in  circumference,  its  diameter  will  be 
feven  ;  and  for  proof  of  it  was  referred  to  your 
Geo.  Prob.  18,  where,  you  fay,  it  has  been  found. 
He  was  alfo  (old  that  the  fame  perfon  had  difcovered 
that  rivers  were  ^v^der  at  their  month  than  towards  their 
head  orfpr'mg — p.  51,  and  that  thefe  new  difcoveries 
were  not  calculated  for  Irijhmen.  Being  tired  with 
your  Introduction,  and  defirous  of  knowing  where 
your  allies  had  plundered  under  the  immortal  Ri- 
chery,  I  turned  to  the  article  Newfoundland,  and 
finding  that  you  had  not  given  a  map  of  that  ifland, 
I  trufted  that  you  had  amply  made  amends  in  your 
defcription,  having  profefled  to  outdo  all  Euro 
peans  in  your  account  of  America.  I  compared 
your  account,  p,  146,  with  Outline ;  but,  to  my 
aftonifhment,  found  that  to  be  copied  verbatim 
from  the  poor  old  Britifh  Geographer,  whom  you 
have  befpattered  with  mutilations  like  thofe  in 
the  account  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John's.  Guthrie 
fays  pofttively,  the  ifland  will  afford  a  large  fup- 
ply  of  mafts,  yards,  and  all  forts  of  lumber  for 
the  Weft  India  market :  this  you  infert  with  the 
doubtful  words  it  is  faid\  but  you  have  the  fame 
authority  for  this  aflertion  as  for  the  reft  of  the  ar 
ticles  which  you  copy,  faving  the  idea  of  utility  to  the 
Britifh.  You  fay,  from  this  ifland  the  Britifh  reap, 
&c.  Guthrie's  words  are,  we  reap,  &c.  Why  did 
you  not  think  of  the  like  change  when  you  fpoke  of 
Harrifon's  time-keeper  ?  there  you  continue  the 
expreffion,  the  Government,  as  if  it  might  be  the 
4  American 
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American  Government,  or  that  of  your  good  allies  fm 
French. 

Guthrie  makes  the  following  obfervation :  "Where 
our  colonies  are  thinly  peopled,  or  fo  barren  as  not 
to  produce  any  thing  from  their  foil,  their  coafls 
make  us  ample  amends,  and  pour  in  upon  us  wealth 
of  another  fort,  and  no  ways  inferior  to  that  ariiing 
from  the  moft  fertile  foil."  This  you  omit;  it  i3 
favourable  to  Britain.  The  like  omiffion*  in  your 
account  of  St.  John's,  was  u n favourable  to  France— 
But  the  facts  are  true,  and  full  as  geographical  as 
the  time  of  drinking  tea  or  going  to  aflemblies  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  You  allow,  indeed,  that  the 
United  States  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  at  New 
foundland  as  before  the  war.  Is  this  confident 
with  your  infinuation,  p.  241,  that  Britain  grants 
favours  in  commerce  which  are  not  extended  to 
the  United  States  ? — By  this  it  feems  that  fhe  grants 
important  favours  to  the  United  States,  not  extended 
to  any  other  nation  ;  of  which  Richery's  plan  of 
plunder  is  full  proof.  I  am  difappointed  in  your  ac 
count  of  Newfoundland,  as  much  as  in  that  of 
St.  John's.  The  mountain  has  laboured — I  fee 
no  production.  If  this  be  the  way  you  calculate  a 
work  for  Americans,  you  ought  to  apprife  the  reft 
of  the  world  with  the  outlines  of  your  real  defig- 
nation,  and  fay  fairly  that  your  Geography  is  not 
calculated  foi  the  Britifh. 

The  extraordinary  Seffion  of  Congrefs. — Congrefs 
was  called  together,  fays  the  Boilon  Mercury,  to 
provide  for  the  extraordinary  ftate  of  our  affairs* 
Both  Houfes  fay,  in  their  anfwer  to  the  Prelident's 
fpeech,  that  the  call  was  right.  So  far  even  Ja- 
.cobin  mouths  are  flopped  ; — for  the  Jacobins  in 
Congrefs  did  not  fo  much  as  deny  the  neceflity  of 
the  call.  Now,  admitting  fhat  neceflity,  what  have 
the)  done  ?  Nothing.  Yes,  nothing  ;  if  they  have. 

done 
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done  lefs  than  all  they  could  do  to  protect  our  plun 
dered  trade,  and  to  vindicate  our  infultcd  independ 
ence,  our  violated  rights.  What  they  have  done 
is  little,  very  little,  according  to  their  own  account ; 
for  they  infift  we  fhould  trail  wholly  to  prayer 
and  prize-offerings,  to  propitiate  the  cannibal  divi 
nity  whom  they  worfhip. — In  plain  truth,  was  it 
worth  while  to  call  Congrets  together  for  the  Ja 
cobin  members  to  tell  the  world  our  Government 
is  a  defpoiifm,  our  citizens  divided,  France  irre- 
liftible  and  adorable  ?  What  have  they  done  at  a 
time  of  acknowledged  danger?  Have  they  filled 
the  arfenals,  recruited  the  army,  fortified  the  fea- 
ports  ?  The  fhowers  will  wafh  down  more  earth 
than  the  money  they  have  voted  will  throw  up. 

Have  they  ordered  new  frigates  to  be  built  ?  called 
forth  at  the  very  criiis  of  fate  the  powers  of  the 
brave  ft  and  moit  enterprifing  feafaring  nation 
on  earth ;  perhaps  the  fecond  for  merchant- fhips, 
and  deflined  by  the  decrees  of  Heaven  to  be  the 
firft  ?  Nothing  of  this.  With  little  aftuai  force, 
but  infinite  refources  for  it,  the  nation  that  is  to 
hold  the  maritime  fceptre  at  no  diflant  day,  is 
{truck  by  jacobin ifm  with  a  palfy.  Powerlefs,  con- 
vulfed,  and  cowardly,  what  face  do  we  hold  up  to  the 
world  ?  When  one  cheek  is  fmitten  what  do 
we  do  ?  Turn  the  other :  the  mofl  defpicable 
•of  all  mean  things  as  a  State,  we  invite  blows ; 
we  hold  our  handkerchiefs  ready,  afiuring  France 
that  when  ilie  fpits  in  our  faces,  we  will  wipe 
them.  The  revenue  cutters  are  to  be  permitted 
— to  do  what?  To  keep  within  our  own  ju- 
rifdicYion :  that  is  to  fay,  they  and  our  three 
frigates  may  fail  in  our  mill-ponds,  may  Hick  in 
our  fand- banks.  Protections  they  may  not  give. 
Our  higii-fpirited  duellifts  from  the  fouth  call  this 
honour,  national  dignity  and  independence  !  How 
fafe  is  it  to  let  fuch  men  encroach  upon  the  Senate 
and  the  Prelident  ?  No,  no.  no  ;  the  eleftors  muft, 
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at  the  next  choice,  change  their  Jacobin  members 
or  their  Federal  Government. 

Arnold,  IriJIi  Traitor. — From  New- York  we  are 
informed,  that  "  on  Sunday  laft  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ar- 
"  nold,  whofe  arrival  from  Nevvry  we  mentioned 
"  on  Friday,  preached  an  excellent  fermon  in  the 
**  old  Prefbyterian  church  from  thefe  words  ; 
<e  Follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  holinefs,  with- 
"  out  which  no  one  Hi  all  fee  the  Lord.  Heb.  xii.  14." 

Remark. — It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  this  re 
verend  infurgent  never  read  this  text  till  he  came 
to  America.  If  he  had  "  followed  peace  with  all 
"  men,"  he  would  not  have  been  profecuted  as 
a  rebel ;  nor  would  he  have  bewailed  fo  bitterly 
the  lofs  of  his  arms. 

The  "  excellent  fermons"  of  fuch  canting  hypo 
crites,  notwith (landing  our  fans-culotte  papers,  and 
even  fome  of  our  impartial  ones,  become  the  ve 
hicles  of  their  puffs,  will  produce  little  effect  here. 
The  minds  of  Americans  are  made  up  refpecling 
the  runaway  patriots:  to  have  efcaped  Botany 
Bay  or  the  gallows,  is  not  now  a  recommendation 
to  public  favour.  We  have  fuffered,  and  are  yet 
fuffering,  too  much  from  the  French  ;  we  feel  too 
feverely  the  curfe  of  having  their  partifans  among 
us  to  rejoice  at  an  augmentation  of  their  number. 
In  the  years  1794  and  1795,  when  our  dear  allies 
had  nothing  but  honey  for  our  lips  ;  then  we  prayed 
moft  pioufly  for  the  deflruclion  of  all  monarchs 
and  their  fatellites  ;  then  we  toafted  the  Rights  of 
Man ;  we  feafted  Genet,  and  wifhed  for  revolutions 
to  convuHe  every  country  in  the  world,  our  own 
excepted ;  and  from  this  we  thought  we  were 
fecured  by  the  affection  of  our  tender-hearted  lifter. 
But  the  face  of  things  is  changed.  We  fee  re 
volution  making  hafty  flrides  towards  ourfelves; 
and  we  begin  to  be  lefs  anxious  to  fee  it  fucceed 
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elfewhere.  Danger  has  taught  us  prudence  and  juf- 
tice  .  we  no  longer  hug  the  runaway  traitor  to  our 
bofom,  applnud  his  treachery,  and  regret  its  want 
of'fuccefs.  This  change  fhould  be  made  known; 
traitors  flill  fly  hither,  hoping  to  meet  with  a  cordial 
reception ;  to  be  carefled,  fed,  and  clothed  for 
their  infamy ;  and,  having  fuch  a  place  of  refuge 
in  view,  are  probably  thereby  tempted  to  commit 
what  they  othervvife  would  never  attempt.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  all  the  fcape-gallows  divines 
land  at  New-York. 

Hemp. — Seeing  that,  from  the  lateft  Intelligence, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  traitors  in 
Ireland  will  be  worfted,  and  confequently  that 
there  will  be  large  importations  of  them  to  this 
devoted  State,  it  is  fubmitted  to  farmers  whether 
it  might  not  be  prudent  in  them,  this  fall,  to  re- 
ferve  a  confiderable  portion  of  their  land  for  the 
cultivation  of  hemp. 

Stamp-aft.  Curious  Shuffle. — From  the  N.  York 
Daily  Advertifer. — "  The  oppofers  of  our  Govern 
ment  at  lafl  begin  to  bark  at  the  tfamp-acT.  They  for 
get  that  this  ad:  will  be  popular  in  its  operation,  as 
it  falls  moitly  on  monied  men,  and  it  faves  us 
from  a  land  tax.  In  truth,  they  are  barking  at  the 
name,  which  is  Britijh,  rather  than  the  thing, 
which  is  American  *." 


*  Why  did  the  paragraphift  drag  the  BritiJJj  into  this  filly 
definition  of  a  Jlamp-atl  ?  What  does  he  mean  by  'eparating  the 
name  from  the  thing,  and  caning  the  former  Britijh  and  the 
latter  American?  ]f  his  intention  was  to  reconcile  malcontents  to 
the  tax,  he  has  fliuftled  his  cards  wrong  ;  for  greatly  miftaken 
am  I,  ir  thofe  who  are  to  be  fubjedl  to  it,  would  not  much  rather 
that  the  thing  were  Britijb^  and  the  name  American. 

VOL.  vi.  z  Dallas. 
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Dallas. — The  following  letter,  from  a  Scotchman, 
is  jufl  received  from  New- York. 

To  Mr.  P.  Porcupine. 

SIR,  New-York,   i~jth  July,   1797. 

1  think  you  were  rather  hafly  in  bellowing  your 
reward  of  ten  dollars  for  the  proof,  as  you  are  pleafed 
to  call  it,  refpecling  A.  J.  Dallas.  I  myfelf,  Sir, 
was  born  and  bred  in  Edinburgh,  and  I  am  ready 
to  make  oath  that  I  never  heard  of  the  name  be 
fore  1  came  to  this  country ;  which,  together  with 
the  concurrent  teftimony  of  feveral  Edinburgh  gen 
tlemen  now  in  this  city,  I  trull,  will  be  looked 
upon  as  a  complete  refutation  of  the  affertion  of 
R.  S ts. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  Mr.  Porcupine,  to  blame  you 
for  wifhing  to  get  rid  of  fuch  a  countryman ;  but 
J  think  it  is  hardly  fair  to  fhift  the  difhonour  from  your 
own  back  to  that  of  your  neighbours.  It  is  enough 
for  us  to  be  obliged  to  own  the  little  clip-eared, 
fcape-gibbet  Calendar,  without  being  faddled  with 
your  Secretary  of  State. 

But,  Sir,  Scotchmen  and  Englijhmen  are  now  con 
founded  in  the  common,  more  liberal  and  more 
loyal  name  of  Briton ;  and,  therefore,  in  throwing 
your  flour -merchant  on  Scotland,  you  gain  little  or 
nothing. 

Since  this  fubjecl  has  been  on  the  carpet,  I  have 
been  well  informed  by  a  friend  of  mine,  that  the 
name  is  Irijh  ;  and  am  in  great  hopes  that,  by  fetting 
a  frefh  inquiry  on  foot,  you  will  be  able  to  determine 
to  a  certainty  that  the  advocate  of  the  French  Repub 
lic,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pemyylvama,  and  defender 
of  Genet  and  Blount,  is  an  Iriflnnan  ;  or,  at  any  rate, 
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that  he  Is  not,  as  it  has  been  injuriously  given  out, 
a  countryman  of 

Yours,  &c. 

A  SCOTCHMAN*. 

Spamfn   Fraternity.— Charlefton,  July  10.     The 

fchooner  Nabby,  Captain  Willis,  from  Jeremie, 
which  arrived  here  on  Friday  laft.  having  anchored 
on  the  24th  ult.  under  the  Moro  CafUe,  was 
immediately  boarded  by  a  Cuftom-houfe  boat  from 
the  Havannah,  and  ordered  away.  The  next  morn 
ing  the  Nabby  was  taken  by  two  French  privateers, 
and  plundered  of  3487  dollars,  belonging  to  MeiTrs. 
Edward  Darrell  and  Co.  of  this  city,  and  fome  arti 
cles  of  clothing  belonging  to  the  Captain  and  crew. 
Captain  Willis  fuppofes  the  officers  of  the  privateers 
muft  have  had  information  from  the  Cuftom-houfe 
officers  at  the  Havannah,  aslhey  were  already  ac 
quainted  with  the  articles  on  board  -j~. 

SATURDAY, 


*  Though  I  cannot  help  commending  this  worthy  Caledonian's 
anxiety  for  the  reputation  of  his  country,  I  can  by  no  means  ap 
prove  of  his  attempt  to  caft  the  burden  on  poor  Ireland;  who, 
God  knows,  has  enough  to  bear  already.  Nor  can  I  lay  that  I  am 
pleafed  at  the  expreffion,  "your  fecretary  ;" — " your  flour- mer- 
"  chant,"  &c.  He  is,  thank  God,  none  of  mine  ;  the  Caledonian 
may  take  him  to  himfelf  for  any  thing  that  I  care. 

f  And  yet  there  are  Americans,  or  people  calling  themfelves 
fo,  who  have  the  impudence,  the  raicahty,  to  talk  to  us  of  the 
juftiot)  and  even  of  the  friendjlripj  of  thefe  coalefced  robbers  ^ 
There  is  fomething  fuperlatively  bale  in  the  aptitude  which  a 
vaft  majority  of  the  public  papers  difcover,  to  excufe  or  palliate 
the  vile  conduct  of  France.  An  American  vefiel,  the  Julian,  of 
Baltimore,  has  been  tried  at  Havre  de  Grace,  and,  wonderful  to 
relate!  has  been  cleared!!!  This  blefled  article  of  news,  this 
magnanimous,  generous,  noble,  and  only  in  ft"  nee  of  ;  'raiical 
forbearance,  has  been  counted  and  recounted,  till  it  fairh  fickens 
one.  Fourteen  times  has  it  been  related  in  one  of  the  impar..  ii  pa 
pers  of  Philadelphia.  Claypoole  has  it  twice  over  in  this  mo'  ning's 
paper.  It  is  cooked  up  in  different  ways,  'tis  true:  in  one  place 
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SATURDAY,  29lh  JULY. 

Georgian  Juftice. — -The  lafl  Augufta  Chronicle 
contains  the  proceedings  in  criminal  cafes  in  Burke 
County,  at  the  lafl:  fuperior  court.  Thefe  coniift 
iblely  of  trials  for  murder  and  horfe-frealing,  of 
each  of  which  four  cafes  occur.  One  man  only  was 
convicted  of  murder ;  he  had  cut  one  dollar  in 
leven  pieces,  charged  his  gun  therewith,  and  went 
to  a  woman's  houfe  whom  he  conceived  to  be  a 
witch,  and  deliberately  fhot  her.  In  the  fecond 
cafe  the  killing  did  not  appear  to  be  deliberate ; 
and  the  deceafed  had  given  great  provocation.  In 
the  third  instance  four  men  were  tried  for  the 
murder  of  a  man  whom  they  had  taken  up  on 
unfounded  fufpicions  of  having  committed  leveral 
crimes  ;  they  were  taking  him  to  Augufla,  tied  on 
horfeback  ;  the  parties  drank  very  freely  of  fpirits, 
and  night  coming  on,  it  was  reported  that  the  pri- 
foner  was  untied  and  off  his  horfe  :  here,  it  would 
appear  from  the  fratement,  they  hung  up  the  un 
fortunate  man,  to  prevent  his  efcape;  as  he  was 
found  in  the  woods  with  a  rope  about  his  neck, 
within  a  mile  of  where  his  four  guards  were  proved 
to  have  threatened  to  punifli  him  if  he  did  not  con- 
fefs  his  crimes  !  Yet  they  were  acquitted,  It  is 
added,  however,  that  the  deceafed  was  of  an  in- 

it  is  a  ragout,  and  in  the  other  a  fricafTee;  but  Hill  it  is  the  fame 
old  funking  fluff;  ftili  the  fortunate  Julian  of  Baltimore  is  the  bur 
den  of  the  cuckoo  tale.  When  a  veflel  is  cleared  by  the  Britifh, 
neither  MeiTrs.  Claypoole,  nor  any  other  of  the  impartial  editors, 
think  it  worth  while  to  mention  it  but  once  ',  and  even  that  once  it 
is  done  grudgingly;  it  is  fet  in  the  fmalleft  type,  and  crammed 
into  the  mofl  obfcure  corner  of  the  impartial  Jhe&t. 

A  line  thing,  indeed,  to  hold  out  to  the  public  as  a  proof  of 
French_/#/?/£v  and  moderation,  is  the  clearing  of  a  vefiel  the  rafcals 
had  no  right  to  try  ;  and  this  too  at  a  moment  when  their  cruiters 
are  feizuig  our  fhips  in  the  mouth  of  our  rivers.  Meflrs.  Clay- 
pocle  did  not  relate  the  taking  of  the  rich  Indiaman  in  the  Dela 
ware  twice  in  one  paper  * 
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famous  chara&er,  fo  that  poffibly  his  executioners 
only  anticipated  the  juft  fentence  of  the  la\v.  The 
fourth  homicide  was  alfo  that  of  a  man  of  bad  cha 
racter,  who  was  killed  by  a  fellow-traveller  with  a 
fword :  the  furvivor,  in  his  defence,  very  inge- 
nioufly  declaring  that  he  adled  in  felf-defence,  the 
good-natured  jury  took  his  word,  and  found  him 
guilty  of  man  Slaughter  only, — One  of  the  horfe- 
thieves  was  capitally  convicted. 

MONDAY,  3istJuLY. 

Spanifti  Minifler. — From  the  Gazette  of  the  United 
States.  ANECDOTE,  from  the  Bourdeaux  "  Journal 
des  Journaux"  When  the  Court  of  Madrid  found 
itfclf  compelled,  by  the  moft  imperious  neceffity,  to 
make  peace  with  the  French  Republic,  it  was  neccf- 
fary  to  make  the  King  fenfible  of  the  impoffibility  of 
continuing  the  war,  and  to  relign  himfclf  to  the  fa- 
crifices  impofed  by  the  treaty  of  peace.  /  thought 
(/aid  the  aft  oni/hed  Monarch)  that  we  had  always  beaten 
the  French.  What  will  his  magnanimous  Majefty 
fay,  when  by  the  refult  of  Don  Yarico's  con fpi racy 
with  Blount,  and  his  appeal  to  the  people,  this  poli 
tical  puppet  fhall  have  brought  on  a  war  with  Ame 
rica  ?  When  the  ftandard  of  liberty  fhall  be  unfurled 
on  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  then  his  Majefiy  may, 
perhaps,  find  that  the  freeborn  fons  of  America  are 
not  that  daftardly  race  of  cowards,  which  their  fub- 
miffion  to  the  infults  of  his  treacherous  and  piratical 
ally  had  taught- him  to  believe  them.  And  when 
Don  Manuel  de  Godoy,  Prince  de  la  Paz,  fhall  come 
before  the  magnanimous  monarch,  and,  with  his  rin 
ger  in  his  mouth,  tell  him  that  it  has  become  ne- 
ceffary  to  prefer ve  the  valuable  mines  of  Peru,  the 
extenlive  territory  of  Amazonia,  Paraguay,  Chili, 
and  in  fhort  all  South  America  proper,  by  the  fur- 
render  of  a}l  his  pofTeffions  on  this  iide  the  lilhmus 
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of  Darien  ;  it  is  much  to  be  doubted  if  the  monarch,, 
inftead  of  tacitly  admitting  the  argument  of  "  impe- 
"  nous  neceility,"  will  not  kick  the  fublime  Prince 
of  Peace  from  hisprefence,  and,  turning  his  attention 
to  the  origin  of  fo  great  evils,  will  allot  a  birth  to 
Don  Yarico  in  that  commodious  habitation  where 
his  refpeclable  predcceflbr  is  fo  well  accommodated  : 
all  the  good  he  has  done  to  Spain  by  his  Tranjlatwn 
of  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations  is  to  the  contrary  not- 
withftanding. 

French  Fraternity  and  American  Palriotifm. — The 
fhip  Swanwick,  Captain  Janghan,  is  arrived  from. 
Belfaft.  On  the  i9th,  lat.  42°  53',  long.  24°,  was 
boarded  by  two  French  frigates,  one  of  40,  the  other 
of  36  guns,  who  took  from  Captain  Jaughan  all  his 
lateft  papers,  and  a  number  of  letters,  and  then  dif- 
mifTcd  him.  22d,  lat.  41°  15',  long.  26°,  fell  in  with 
the  French  privateer  brig  Intrepid,  of  16  guns, 
belonging  to  Nantz,  who  took  poffeffion  of  the 
Swan\\ick,  and  declared  her  a  good  prize,  hoifted 
out  her  boats,  and  proceeded  to  ran  fa  eking  the  cargo, 
from  which  they  took  twenty-five  boxes  of  linen, 
one  cafk  of  hardv/are,  weight  two  tons;  all  the  new 
fpare  rigging  of  the  fhip,  and  fundry  other  articles  : 
exchanged  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  "bad  provifions 
for  good  provifions  belonging  to  thejhip's  Jiores,  and, 
after  a  detention  of  twenty-four  hours,  fcnt  Captain 
Janghan  on  board  his  fhip,  and  difmiffed  her.  They 
had  on  board  of  her  the  crew  of  the  American  Hero, 
Captain  M'Dougal,  of  and  from  New-York  for 
Cadiz,  which  they  had  captured  and  fent  for  Nantz 
two  days  before.  The  Captain  of  the  privateer  of 
fered  to  Jet  the  crew  of  the  American  Hero  go  on  board 
the  Swanwick,  but  they  refufed,  and  entered  on 
board  the  Intrepid,  and  were  amongft  the  foremoft  in 
plundering  the  Svoamvick — the  boats  of  the  fhip  were 
ihattered  to  pieces,  while  in  poileffion  of  the  priva 
teer. 
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teer.     July  23,  fpoke  the  fhip  Joiiah,  Collins,  out 
forty -one  days  from  Liverpool  for  New- York  *. 

Franklin  and  Adultery. — The  following  curious  ar 
ticle  is  from  the  Aurora  of  the  28th  inft.  "  Now 
tf  preparing,  and  foon  will  be  publifhed,  a  Treatife 
"  in  favour  of  Adultery,  in  which  it  will  be  proved 
"  to  every  liberal  mind,  that  the  opinions  of  our 
fc  forefathers  on  this  fubjec*l  have  been  erroneous, 
"  and  ihows  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  indulge  in 
"  it,  SV.f." 

TUESDAY,  ist  AUGUST. 

IriJJi  Emigrants. — When  the  fpirit  of  jacobinifm 
has  full  pofleffion  of  the  mind,  it  extinguifhes  every 
virtue  as  effectually  as  a  ftrong  dofe  of  arfenic  will 
animal  life ;  and  the  man  becomes  capable  of  the 
bafeft  crimes  againfl  his  God,  his  country,  and  his 
friends:  of  this  we  have  numerous  inftanccs  ;  but 
there  are  two  cafes  which  I  will  juft  now  mention, 
not  on  account  of  their  lingular  atrocity,  but  their 


*  1  think  the  above  furnifhes  as  complete  fpecimens  of  French 
fraternity  and  American  patrioti/'/n  as  we  have  1een.  How  filly  the 
perfecutcd  Irifti  muft  have  looked,  while  their  dearly  beloved 
friends  the  French,  in  conjunction  with  the  American  heroes,  to 
whom  they  were  flying  for  protection—- how  filly  muft  they  have 
looked,  while  thefe  allied  brothers  were  making  the  brotherly  ex 
change  of  la d  provijlon sfor  good  / 

f  Bache  is  noted  for  a  bad  memory ;  but  one  would  not  have 
expelled  him  to  (tumble  on  fuch  a  fubject  as  this.  He  fays,  it  will 
be  proved  that  a  man  has  a  ri^bt  to  indulge  in  adultery,  and  this,  he 
fays,  will  (how  that  the  opinions  of  our  forefathers  cwere  erroneous. 
Had  young  Lightning  Rod  faid,  your  forefathers,  the  declaration 
might  have  patted  without  comment ;  but,  by  faying  our  fore 
fathers,  he  of  neceffity  included  his  crafty  and  lecherous  old  hy 
pocrite  of  a  grandfather,  whofe  very  ftatue  feems  to  gloat  on  the 
wenches  as  they  walk  the  fta'te-houfe  yard,  and  whofe  opinions  re- 
fpcfting  adultery  can  be  proved,  not  by  vague  aflertions,  but  by 
living  nwinej/es. 

z  4  recent 
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recent  occurrence.  The  firit  is  that  of  the  crew  of 
the  American  Hero,  belonging  to  New- York  ;  who, 
inftead  of  accepting  a  pailage  home  when  offered, 
joined  the  crew  of  French  pirates  that  captured 
them,  in  plundering  the  Swan  vvick  (Captain Jaughan), 
another  American  vf.flel,  on  her  pailage  from  Bel- 
fa  ft  hit  he.  r  The  lecond  is  that  of  fome  of  the  pa£- 
fengers  on  board  the  Swanwick,  who  fled  from. 
Ireland  on  account  of  their  Jacobinic  crimes.  On 
board  this  veffel  there  was  one  perfon,  who,  if  not 
a  friend  to  the  Government  of  his  native  country, 
was,  at  leaft,  not  an  enemy  to  it  ;  for  by  refilling  to 
join  the  reft  in  curling  and  abufing  it,  he  incurred 
their  difpleafure.  To  puniili  him  for  his  integrity, 
thele  Ir.ifli  Jacobins  reprefented  him  to  the  French 
crew  as  a  royalin  and  an  enemy  to  liberty,  for  which 
crime  the  fans-culottes  robbed  him  of  all  he  had, 
and  threatened  him  ferioufly,  either  to  hang  him  at 
the  yard-arm,  or  carry  him  along  with  them  into 
France.  And  fuch  is  the  audacity  of  thefe  incorri 
gible  fcoundrels,  that  they  have  not  ceafed  to  infult 
and  menace  him,  even  fince  their  arrival  here  *. 

Republican  Philanthropy* — From  a  New- York  pa 
per.  Friday  lad  John  Young  was  tried  before  the 
Supreme  Court  at  New-York,  for  the  murder  of 
Robert  Berwick.  His  counfel,  Mcffrs.  Brookholff, 
Livingfton,  Burr,  and  Pendleton,  defended  him  with 
ingenuity  and  ability ;  but  in  vain  :  the  facts  were 
indilputably  proved,  and  the  jury  brought  in  their 
verdict:,  Guilty. 


*  That  the  above  related  fads  are  true,  the  reader  may  be  af- 
fured  ;  and  if  the  abated  paflenger  will  come  forward  and  name  the 
favage  villains,  at  whofe  iniligation  he  was  plundered,  and  his  life 
put  in  jeopardy,  I' will  with  pleaiure  communicate  them  to  the 
public.  The  people  of  America,  however  fome  of  them  may  be 
led  aftray  by  an  entrmfiafm  in  favour  of  the  French,"  will  never,  I 
hone,  countenance  fuch  favage  conduct. 

The, 
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The  principal  object  of  the  defence  was  to  reduce 
the  crime  to  man-flaughter. 

In  the  converfation  occasioned  by  an  event  ib  rare 
among  us  as  a  capital  conviction,  the  queftion  has 
been  revived,  whether  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  has 
a  right,  even  in  cafe  of  murder,  to  take  away  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature  ?  and,  if  fuch  right  exifts, 
whether  the  execution  of  it  is  confonant  with  policy  ? 

When  the  verdict  was  pronounced,  we  underfiand 
the  audience  evinced  their  approbation  by  loud  acclama 
tions  —  an  indecency,  which  never  ought  to  be  tole 
rated  before  a  dignified  tribunal  of  juftice,  and  on 
fuch  ibleinn  occaiions  *. 

Lyon>  —  We  have  authority  to  fay  that  Mr.  Lyon, 
of  Vermont,  during  the  late  feffion  of  Congreis, 
fent  nearly  two  hundred  letters  weekly  to  his  coniti- 
tuents,  each  covering  one  of  Bachc's  papers,  and 
vilifying  our  Government.  Surely  this  is  uling,  at 
leafl,  if  not  abufing,  the  privilege  of  franking  letters. 
Mr.  Bache,  no  doubt,  can  afford  to  give  away  papers 
in  fo  good  a  caufe. 

This  is  the  redoubtable  hero  who,  a  few  years  be 
fore,  was  fold  for  his  parTage  from  Ireland,  and  who, 
for  his  cowardice  in  the  American  war,  was  con 
demned  by  General  Gates  to  wear  a  wooden  fword. 


MR.  PORCUPINE, 

I  beg  you  will  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  inform 
Mr.,  Matthew  Carey,  that  there  is,  at  this  preferit 

*  I  believe  acclamations  at  the  profpect  of  the  death  of  a  cri 
minal,  and  in  a  court  of  juftice  too,  is  ibmething  new  in  America, 
We  have  but  too  often  aped  the  follies  and  the  deformities  of  the 
French  ;  I  hope  we  are  not  about  to  emulate  them  in  ferocity  alfo  ; 
but  the  acclamations  in  the  court-houfe  of  New-  York  really  bear 
fome  refemblance  to  the  cannibal  bowlings  at  the  revolutionary 
tribunals  of  Paris.  Some  future  mail  will,  perhaps,  inform  ns  of 
the  huzzaing  audience  dancing  round  the  gallows  <i  la  mock  deP  arts. 

time, 
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time,  a  malignant  fever  prevalent  among  the  cats  in 
this  city  :  now  as  the  above  gentleman  has  iignalized 
himfelf  on  a  former  occaiion  of  the  like  nature,  it 
would  be  a  pity  that  the  buiinefs  fhould  go  out  of 
his  hands — it  was  this  fear  which  prompted  me  to 
requefl  you  to  give  him  the  firfl  information  of  it, 
and  he  doubtlels  will  reward  me  for  my  trouble,  by 
prefenting  me  with  iix  copies  of  "  A  fhort  Account 
*'  of  the  malignant  Fever  lately  prevalent  among  the 
<c  Cats  in  this  City,  with  Notes  htftorical^  biographical, 
"  and  critical^  by  MATTHEW  CAREY." 

I  remain,  &c.  8cc. 

THOMAS  BUSYBODY. 

N.  B,  If  you  fhould  doubt  the  truth  of  this  in 
telligence,  I  will  fend  you  a  certificate  of  an  old 
lady,  who  laft  week  had  fix  cats  in  perfect  health, 
but  now,  oh  fad  reverfe  !  ihe  has  only  three,  very 
jfick,  the  other  three  being  conligned  to  an  untimely 
grave. 

Muir. — From  the  London  papers  it  appears,  that 
the  two  frigates,  La  Ninfa  and  Elena,  taken  by  Sir 
John  Jervis's  fleet,  had  a  few  days  before  landed  a 
rich  cargo  from  the  Havannah.  Mwr,  who  had 
made  his  efcape  from  Botany  Bay,  and  had  taken  paf- 
fage  in  the  La  Ninfa,  from  the  Havannah,  was  killed 
thefrfljhot  which  was  f red  by  the  Eritifh  Jhifs  * '. 


WEDNESDAY,  2d  AUGUST. 

McLean,  the  Canada  Traitor. — On  Friday  laft  came 
on  before  a  fpecial  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  the 

*  Thus  did  the  malicious  and  unrelenting  rebel  at  laft  receive  h:s 
due ;  and  thus  may  every  one  of  the  infurgent  fcoundrels  fall, 
firuck  by  the  avenging  thunder  of  Britain,  and  covered  with 
heaps,  yea,  with  mountains  of  French  and  Spaniards  !• — N.  B.  The 
account  of  Muir's  death  has,  fmce  the  above  was  written,  proved 
to  be  premature  ;  but  I  think  it  right  to  prefervc  what  I  wrote, 
about  the  fcoundrel  at  the  time. 

A  trial 
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trial  of  David  McLean  for  high  treafon  ;  the  indi&- 
ment  was  opened  hy  Mr.  Caron  ;  and  the  cafe  flated 
by  the  Attorney  General.  After  the  evidence  for  the 
Crown  was  clofed,  the  prifoner  delired  to  he  heard 
in  his  own  defence,  which  was  granted.  He  began 
by  thanking  the  court  for  the  indulgence  he  had  re 
ceived,  and  after  a  fhort  addrefs  to  the  jury  on  the 
fubjecl  of  his  innocence,  he  turned  round  and  began 
to  harangue  the  audience ;  hereupon  he  was  inter 
rupted  by  the  Chief  Juftice,  who  informed  him  that 
a  patient  hearing  fhould  be  given  to  whatever  he 
might  have  to  urge,  but  that  it  fhould  be  addrefled 
to  the  court  and  jury,  and  not  to  the  by-flanders. 
The  prifoner  apologized  for  his  ignorance  in  matters 
of  form,  and  proceeded,  in  a  fpeech  of  near  an  hour's 
length,  to  give  an  account  of  his  life  and  connexions ; 
in  the  courfe  of  which  he  admitted  mofr.  of  the  prin 
cipal  fads  proved  againfl  him  ;  particularly  that  of 
having  a  certificate,  figned  by  Adet,  the  French 
Minifler,  concealed  in  his  ihoe  ;  on  all  of  which  he 
attempted  to  put  an  innocent  conftrudtion,  and  con 
cluded  with  a  fervent  prayer  to  the  Deity,  that  he 
would  give  the  powers  of  utterance  to  his  young 
counfel  who  were  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf.  Mr.  Pyke 
and  Mr.  Franklyn,  who  had  been  affigned,  were  then 
heard  for  the  prifoner,  but  they  called  no  witneffes. 
The  Attorney  General  made  a  very  able  reply,  in 
which  he  commented  on  the  prifoner' s  indifcretion  in 
attempting  his  own  defence,  and  clearly  refuted  all 
the  pretexts  he  had  fet  up,  to  the  conviction  of  every 
body.  The  evidence  was  then  fummed  up  by  the 
Chief  Juftice,  who  obferved,  that  rnoft  of  the  overt 
acls  charged,  which  were  fourteen  in  number,  were 
proved  by  three  or  four  witneffes.  many  of  whom 
(which  was  rarely  the  cafe  in  profecutions  of  this 
fort)  were  not  at  all  implicated  in  the  crime. 

The  jury,  after  being  out  half  an  hour,  returned 
with  a  verdict  of  Guilty.     The  prifoner,  upon  being 

afked 
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a  Iked  what  he  had  to  fay,  why  judgment  of  death 
fhould  not  be  palled  on  mm,  referred  to  his  counfel, 
who  moved  two  law  points  in  arreft  of  judgment, 
which  were  anfvvered  by  the  Attorney  General,  and 
over- ruled  by  the  court.  The  prifoner  was  again 
afked  if  he  had  any  thing  further  to  fay,  and  an- 
fwering  nothing,  the  Chief  Jufiice  proceeded  to  give 
fentence,  as  nearly  as  we  could  collect  it,  to  the 
'following  effect  : 

David  McLean, 
You  have  been  indicted   for  the  crime  of   high 

O 

treafon,  to  which  indictment  you  pleaded  Not  guilty, 
and  for  your  trial  put  yourfelf  on  God  and  the  coun 
try,  by  which  country  you  have  been  found  guilty. 
You  have  been  .tried  by  a  refpectable  and  intelligent 
jury,  many  of  whom  have  heretofore  ferved  on  the 
grand  inqueft.  Your  trial  has  been  attended  with 
fuch  circumftances  of  fairnefs,  opcnnefs,  and  lenity, 
as  do  not  obtain  in  any  country  upon  earth,  except 
where  the  laws  of  England  prevail.  More  than 
twenty  days  have  elapfed  lince  you  were  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  the  charge  brought  again  (I 
you,  and  of  the  names  of  the  witnefles  to  prove  it, 
that  you  might  not  be  furprifed  by  a  fudden  accufa- 
tion,  and  might  have  full  time  to  prepare  your  de 
fence.  After  the  facts  charged  were  fully  eilablifhed 
by  the  verdict,  your  counfel  have  been  heard  on 
every  objection  that  could  be  brought  to  the  regula 
rity  of  the  proceedings  ;  whereas,  had  you  been  ac- 
cufed  of  the  like  crime  in  that  country  whole  go 
vernment  you  would  wiih  to  impofe  on  this  province, 
inflead  of  being  allowed  a  period  of  twenty  days, 
you  might  have  been  charged,  convicted,  and  exe 
cuted  in  lefs  than  fo  many  minutes.  Reflect,  there 
fore,  whether  you  have  not  been  guilty  of  a  moft 
pnjuft  attempt  againft  this  Government. 

It  appears  in  evidence  that  you  are  an  alien  to  the 
King's  Government ;  notwithstanding  which,  you, 

have 
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have  been  treated  with  the  fame  indulgence  as  though 
you  had  been  a  native  fubjecl.  True  it  is,  that  a 
treaty  of  amity  fubfiils  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
United  States,  many  of  whofe  citizens  have  borne 
public  teflimony  to  the  kindly  offices  received  from 
the  King's  fubjecls ;  it  is  an  intercourie  we  wiih  to 
cherifh,as  well  with  public  bodies  as  with  individuals; 
and  as  it  is  not  probable  that  you  perfonally  have 
received  an  injury  from  this  colony,  you  have  been 
guilty  of  an  unprovoked  attempt  agamft  it; 

Having  heard  of  fome  difturbances  that  were  ex 
cited  on  account  of  the  road  bill,  you  falfely  con 
cluded  that  his  Majefty's  Canadian  fubjecls  were 
difaffecled  to  Government,  and  ready  to  join  in  a 
rebellion,  which  you  were  willing  to  conducl.  You 
might  have  known,  that  it  is  eafy  to  provoke  mur 
murs  on  a  like  occasion  in  the  be  ft  regulated  Itates  ; 
in  England  fimilar  difcontents  have  taken  place,  and 
fubfided,  as  in  this  country  ;  for  a  fhort  experience 
has  convinced  the  people  that  the  meafure  was  great 
ly  for  their  benefit.  Putting  confcience  out  of  the 
queftion,  as  a  prudent  man,  you  had  no  grounds  to 
go  upon.  No  one,  therefore,  but  a  ralh  and  un 
principled  man  would  have  engaged  in  fo  defperate 
an  enterprife  ;  and  no  one  but  a  cruel  and  inhuman 
man  would  have  projected  fuch  meafures  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  Conlider  then,  whether  you  have 
not  been  guilty  of  a  moil  atrocious  and  fanguinary 
attempt  again!!  this  Government. 

Perhaps  you  may  think  that  thcfe  terms  favour  of 
a  fpirit  of  reproach — far  from  it  ;  in  your  pitiable 
condition  to  betray  fuch  a  temper  were  very  unwor 
thy.  No — they  are  uttered  in  the  fpirit  of  admoni 
tion,  and  that  upon  this  principle  ;  you  feem  to 
pofllfs  a  good  underitanding ;  I  wifh,  therefore,  to 
fatten  on  your  mind  the  perfuafion  of  this  manifeit 
truth,  which  nothing  but  the  moft  perverfe  obfli- 
nacy  can  refift — namely,  that  though  your  deiigns 

were 
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were  moPc  hoflile  again  ft  this  Government,  yet  yoti 
have  experienced  that  fair  trial  you  would  not 
have  met  with  in  any  other  government  under 
heaven  ;  in  hopes,  that,  when  the  mini  of  delufion 
fhall  have  difappeared,  the  con vi 61  ion  of  one  truth 
may  prepare  your  mind  for  the  admifHon  of  others, 
and  finally  produce  that  fenfe  of  contrition  and  re- 
inorfe,  which  can  alone  expiate  your  dangeroufly 
wicked  crimes.  Had  your  projecl:  been  carried  into 
execution,  who  is  there  in  this  numerous  audience 
that  would  not  have  felt  the  coniequence  among  his 
friends  and  relations,  or  in  Lis  own  perfon  ?  But 
as  it  has  pleafed  Providence  to  baffle  your  per 
nicious  deligns,  I  fhall  prefs  this  fubject  no  further. 
This  Government,  which  you  wifh  to  overthrow, 
has,  like  all  others,  provided  for  its  fecurity  againft 
thofe  who  wifh  to  deftroy  it.  In  the  fcrutiny  of 
offences  it  is  more  lenient  than  others,  but  is  equally 
fevere  in  the  punifhment.  That  punifhment  you 
have  juftly  incurred,  and  it  would  be  highly  un 
charitable  to  beguile  you  with  the  expectation  that 
it  will  not  be  inflicled.  Let  me,  therefore,  mofl 
feriouily  exhort  you  to  employ  the  fhort  time  you 
have  to  live,  in  fubmitting  yourfclf  with  humiliation 
and  repentance  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  things, 
\vhofe  goodnefs  is  equal  to  his  power,  and  who, 
though  you  fuffer  here,  may  admit  you  to  his  ever- 
lafling  mercy  hereafter.  That  fuch  mercy  may  be 
your  portion,  is  my  mod  earneft  prayer. 

It  remains  that  I  fhould  difcharge  the  painful 
duty  of  pronouncing  the  fentence  of  the  law,  which 
is :  That  you,  David  M'Lean,  be  taken  to  the 
place  from  whence  you  came,  and  from  thence  you 
are  to  be  drawn  to  the  place  of  execution,  where 
you  muft  be  hanged  by  the  neck,  but  not  till  you 
are  dead  ;  for  you  mud  be  cut  down  alive,  and  your 
bowels  taken  out  and  burnt  before  your  face ;  then 
your  head  muft  be  fevered  from  your  body,  which 

muft 
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muft  be  divided  into  four  parts,  and  your  head  and 
quarters  be  at  the  King's  difpofal ;  and  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  your  foul. 

The  trial  laded  from  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning 
till  nine  in  the  evening. 

Brit  am  s  Dangers. — After  reading  the  Englifii 
news  contained  in  this  day's  paper,  I  dare  fay  the 
runaways  from  Britain  and  Ireland  will  begin  to 
tafte  in  imagination,  the  blood  of  their  King,  his 
family,  and  his  fervants.  Indeed,  feeing  that  what 
is  afflictive  to  the  hearts  of  all  good  men  is  cheering 
to  theirs,  there  is  but  too  much  reafon  for  the  mif- 
creants  to  rejoice;  for  furely  fuch  a  fucceffion  of 
calamities  never  before  preffed  on  a  nation.  After 
having  exhaufted  her  treafures  for  the  defence  of 
civilized  Europe,  fhe  has  been  fucceffively  deferted 
by  all  her  allies,  feveral  of  whom  have  aclually 
turned  their  arms  againfl  her.  The  credit  of  her 
Bank  has  received  a  rude  fhock,  a  rebellion  is  on 
foot  in  one  of  the  kingdoms,  a  hardened  and  def- 
perate  faction  is  underworking  the  other  two,  and  a 
mutiny  has  half  diforganized  her  fleet,  which  has 
long  been  looked  upon  as  her  only  bulwark.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  let  not  Prieflley  and  his 
gang  give  way  to  a  too  immoderate  joy.  Britain 
will  outride  the  ftorm,  perilous  as  it  is  :  and  1  live 
in  hopes  of  feeing  Geoge  III.  infift  vengeance,  on  all  his 
foes.  It  is  poffible  that  he  may  yield  to  a  peace, 
which  at  another  time  would  be  difhonourable ; 
but  under  the  prefent  circumflances,  no  terms  what 
ever  can  reflect  dishonour  on  him  or  his  faithful 
fubjecls.  As  to  the  rafcally  failors,  it  will  remain 
with  their  countrymen  to  repay  them  for  their  bafe- 
nefs.  A  .lame  beggar  formerly,  in  order  to  enfure 
fuccefs  to  his  folicitations,  put  on  the  garb  of  a  Jack 
Tar  :  I  am  miftaken  if,  in  future,  fuch  a  garb  will 

not 
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not  enfure  him  a  horfewhipping  or  a  poft   in  the 
houfe  of  correction*. 


THURSDAY,  3d  AUGUST. 

Norfolk  Mayor. — From  the  Norfolk  Herald,  of  2  2  d 
July. — MESSRS.  PRINTERS,  I  have  often  read  fcur- 
rilous  publications,  but  muft  declare  I  never  chanced 
"upon  fuch  a  vile  produclion  as  that  extracted  into 
Monday's  Herald,  from  Porcupine's  Gazette  of  the 
1 2th  inft.  Nothing,  I  am  certain,  but  a  wifh  to 
fatisfy  the  curioiity  of  the  numbers  who  crowded 
your  office,  could  have  induced  you  to  republifh 
fuch  abominable  trafh.  What !  is  it  poffible  a  fel 
low  who  has  been  brought  up  among  the  dregs  of 
fociety,  and  under  the  lafh  of  fuperiors  (which  I 
underftand  he  often  experienced),  fhall  he  be  al 
lowed  thus  wantonly  to  emit  his  bile  againil  fome  of 
our  moft  upright  and  independent  characters  ?  No, 
it  muft  not  be.  He  muft  not  be  allowed  thofe  li 
berties  ;  if  he  is,  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  fet 
us  at  variance  with  each  other.  To  prevent  which, 
it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  old  republican  practice  of 
tar  and  feathers  would  be  a  means  of  putting  a  ftop 
to  his  villanous  career.  It  was  our  fecurity  againft 
toryifm,  during  our  glorious  revolution,  and  why 


*  Such  were  my  reflections  at  the  moment  when  the  affairs  of 
Great  Britain  appeared  moft  gloomy.  The  Englifli  news,  alluded 
to,  contained  fearful  accounts  of  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  of  the 
diflrefles  of  the  Bank,  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  of  a  new- 
projtcled  embafTy  to  folicit  peace  at  the  'hands  of  the  five  defpots. 
I  never  felt  any  thing  like  defpair,  unlefs  it  was  at  this  time  ;  and 
certainly  the  apparent  fituation  of  the  kingdom  was  fufficient  to 
ilrike  defpair  into  a  flouter  heart  than  mine.  Till  the  mutiny  in 
the  fleet  was  added  to  the  embarrafiments  of  Great  Britain,  I  could 
always  fee  a  way  out ;  but  I  muft  contefs  that  this  rendered  the 
gloom  impenetrable. 

not 
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not  try  now  what  effect  it  may  have  on  an  unprin 
cipled  hireling  ?  Peter  has  already  proved  himfelf  to 
be  the  active  hired  Have,  and  a  bold  and  barbarous 
affaffin,  employed  by  a  potent  faclion,  who  bear 
little  afFecYion  to  the  intereir.  of  this  country,  and 
who  would  gladly  lee  us  involved  in  a  ruinous  and 
ineffectual  war.  His  remarks  on  the  letters  lately 
published,  exhibit  a  fpecimen  of  unparalleled  in- 
folence.  No  name  is  iecure  againft  the  unbridled 
licentioufnefs  and  fcandalous  afperfions  of  this 
pugiliiiic  fcribbler.  But  at  his  impudence  we  mufl 
not  be  aftonifhed,  when  we  are  told  that  he  is  the 
pot  companion  of  Ambaffadors,  ariftocratic  Sena 
tors  and  Reprefcntatives,  and  of  a  party,  the  chief 
of  which,  on  delivering  our  Billingfgate  hero  his 
commiflion,  fpoke  to  him  as  follows  : 

"  Friend  Cobbett,  purfue  your  noble  career  for 
which  you  have  certainly  been  formed ;  avenge  us 
of  our  impotency  againll  real  republicans,  by  the 
prowefs  of  your  pen.  We  fhall  reward  you  for  all  the 
injuries,  falfehoods,  calumnies,  and  even  nonfenfe, 

you  lhall,  jointly  with  your  coadjutor  W.  W- ks, 

pour  upon  republicans :  and  that  the  talk,  clear 
Cobbett,  be  not  beyond  your  peculiar  genius,  we 
fhall  willingly  dilpenfe  with  either  truth,  fenfe,  or 
judgment ;  but  mind,  dear  Cobbett,  we  do  not 
engage  to  fecure  you  from  tar  and  feathers  ! " 

Since  this  noble  fpeech,  we  find  Mailer  Billy 
Cobbett  continues  to  bedevil  every  perfon  averfe  to 
his  party ;  by  which  means  he  reaps  large  portions 
of  that  precious  metal  that  has  fo  miraculoufly  dif- 
appeared  in  his  own  country. 

And  fo,  Ma fter  Porcupine,  you  have  your  emifla- 
jies  in  the  midft  of  us  ?  You  fay  a  gentleman  from, 
''Norfolk  informed  you,  that  our  former  Mayor  was 
a  crawler,  and  our  prefent  one  a  milkfop.  I  can 
allure,  you  that  your  worthy  informant,  as  well  as 
your  lying  felf,  mull  be  little  acquainted  with  our 

VOL.  vi.  A  A  prefent 
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prefent  Mayor  when  you  take  him  to  be  a  milkfop, 
1  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  as  independent  a  fpirit 
as  ever  cudgelled  your  raically  carcafs  during  the 
many  years  of  your — to  the  right  face  ! 

One  advice  to  Peter,  ere  I  quit  him,  is,  that 
"  he  makes  his  hay  while  the  fun  fhines ;"  for  he 
may  reft  allured  real  Americans  will  not  long  con 
tinue  to  bear  with  his  envenomed  pen. 

A  CITIZEN  OF  NORFOLK. 

July  20,   1797. 

ANSWER. 

It  is  not  common  for  one  man  to  anfwer  the  let 
ters  addreifed  to  another ;  but  as  I  am  a  party  in 
the  prefent  buiinefs,  I  fhall  take  that  liberty,  how 
ever  difpleafing  it  may  be  to  you.  I  have  little 
doubt  as  to  who  you  are ;  for,  though  the  fpiteful- 
nefs  of  your  prefent  letter  bears  little  refemblance 
to  the  tame  and  fubmiffive  ityle  of  that  addrefTed 
to  the  Carmagnole  Conful,  it  muft  be  recollected 
that  the  Carmagnole  was  upon  the  fpot,  and  had 
the  bloody  crews  of  Barney  at  his  command,  while 
I  am  at  300  miles  diftance.  A  citizen,  particularly 
if  a  magiilrate,  ufes  different  language  under  dif 
ferent  circumftances. 

You  let  out  with  obferving,  that  you  never  be 
fore  read  fo  vile  a  production  as  the  extract  from  my 
paper  of  the  1 2th  of  July,  which  was  republilhed  in 
the  Norfolk  Herald  of  the  191!!.  Perceiving,  how 
ever,  that  this  was  paying  no  great  compliment  to 
the  editors  of  that  paper,  you  endeavour  to  fmooth 
them  down  by  faying,  that  you  are  "  certain  that 
<c  nothing  but  a  wilh  to  Jatisfy  the  curioiity  of  the 
cc  numbers  who  crowded  their  office •,  could  have  in- 
4C  duced  them  to  republilh,  fuch  abominable  trajh" 

Now, 
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Now,  though  this  may  he  a  tolerably  good  apo 
logy  for  MefFrs.  Willet  and  O'Connor,  I  take  it,  it 
is  but  a  very  poor  one  for  the  people  of  Norfolk, 
who  alTemoled  in  fuch  crowds  to  get  a  tafte  of  the 
"  abominable  trajh"  Pretend  not  that  this  cager- 
nefs  to  come  at  the  "  vile  production*  was  confined 
to  the  patrons  of  Porcupine  ;  each  of  thefe  received 
it  by  the  poft,  and  had  confequently  no  need  to 
crowd  round  the  office  of  the  Herald.  Neither  can 
you  pretend  that  this  eagernefs  was  confined  to  a 
fmall  portion  of  the  inhabitants ;  for,  belides  your 
own  acknowledgment  of  the  neceffity  of  repub- 
lifhing  to  fatisfy  the  crowd  of  applicants,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that,  as  between  thirty  and  forty  of  my 
Gazettes  go  to  Norfolk,  each  of  which  might  be, 
and  undoubtedly  was,  read  by  a  number  of  perfons, 
the  demand  for  the  "  abominable  tra/h"  mult  have 
become  pretty  general,  Hill  to  bring  fuch  crowds 
about  the  printing-office  as  obliged  the  editors  to 
republifh  it. 

Leaving  your  Worfhip  to  apologize  for  your 
townfmen's  fondnefs  for  *c  traflT  as  handfomely  as 
you  have  done  for  the  vending  of  it  to  them,  I  now 
proceed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  only 
pafTage  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  dedicate 
to  the  defence  of  yourfelf — I  beg  pardon  ;  I  meant 
the  Mayor  of  Norfolk. 

"  I  can  allure  you"  (fay  you,  addreffing  yourfelf 
to  me),  "  that  your  lying  felf  muft  be  little  ac- 
"  quainted  with  our  prefent  Mayor,  when  you  take 
"  him  for  a  milkfop.  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  of 
"  as  independent  a  fpirit  as  ever  cudgelled  your 
"  rafcally  hide,  &c."  Good  words,  good  milkfop. 
Don?t  turn  four  all  at  once.  I  am  lure  you  were 
fweet  enough  a  little  while  ago. 

As  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  Mayor,  thank 
God  I  have  none.  I  can  therefore  judge  of  the  in 
dependence  of  his  fpirit  by  nothing  but  his  corre- 

AA  2  fpondence 
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fpondence  with  the  French  Conful.  This  impudent 
fellow  begins  his  letter  by  calling  the  people  of 
Norfolk  affajjins  and  cowards ;  he  fays  they  united 
in  troops  to  overwhelm  a  Jingle  French  officer,  and  he 
difarmed:  and  farcafHcaliy  adds,  tbat  they  amply 
Jupply  in  numbers  their  deficiency  in  courage. 

Every  accufation  of  this  infolent  Frenchman  was 
falte.  The  vile  crews  of  Barney  firft  began  to 
abufe  the  people.  They  attacked  them  at  Portf- 
rnouth  (juft  acrofs  the  river  from  Norfolk)  on  a 
Sunday ;  were  guilty  of  every  fpecies  of  indecency, 
infult,  and  violence ;  and  when  one  of  them  was 
taken  into  cufiody  by  a  fpirited  magi  (Irate  of  the 
name  of  Kearnes,  the  reft  attacked  the  peace  offi 
cers,  {tabbed  the  magiflrate  in  the  neck  and  thigh, 
and  effected  a  refcae  of  their  infamous  companion. 
At  another  time,  when  the  hand  of  juflice  had 
been  laid  on  one  of  Barney's  crew,  the  patriotic 
Commodore  threatened  to  draw  up  his  veffels  and 
take  vengeance,  unlefs  the  villain  was  releafed — and. 
the  patriotic  Mayor  delivered  him  up.  After  this, 
was  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  infulted  town 
fhouid  feel  a  hatred  againft  the  French  ?  Was  it  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  individuals  fhouid  fhow  their 
refentmcnt  ?  Or  was  it  to  be  expedred  that  the  pol 
troonery  of  the  magiftracy  fhouid  communicate  itfelf 
to  the  whole  mats  of  the  inhabitants  ?  Several  per- 
fons  have  had  rencounters  with  the  French  ;  but, 
in  no  one  inftance,  has  a  French  man,  or  men,  been 
attacked  by  fuperior  numbers.  The  people  of  Nor 
folk  have  never  fhown  themfelves  to  be  either 
"  aflaflins"  or  "  cowards."  They  have  killed  no 
man  ;  they  have  attacked  no  man  on  difadvanta- 
gcous  terms,  and,  notwithltanding  their  former  par 
tiality  for  the  French,  they  have  fbown  a  more 
manly  determination  to  rcprefs  their  infolencc  than 
any  body  of  men,  or  any  other  town  in  the  Union. 

\Vitli  what  juflice,  then,   I  would  be    glad  to 

know, 
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know,  are  the  names  of  aflaflin  and  coward  fixed 
ou  the  people  of  Norfolk  ?  and  if  unjuftly,  why  are 
they  not  wiped  off  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
town  ?  The  accufation  is  contained  in  a  letter  ad- 
dreffed  to  him,  which  letter  is  publifhcd  to  the 
world  ;  and  if  he  thought  it  worthy  of  an  anfwer, 
why  did  he  not  refute  that  accufation  ?  Having  un 
dertaken  to  anfwer  the  letter ;  to  defend  the  con 
duct  of  himfelf  and  his  brother  aldermen  ;  to  ex- 
prcfs  his  regret  that  any  thing  fhould  happen  to 
widen  the  breach  between  the  two  nations ;  in 
fhort,  to  anfwer  every  part  of  the  letter,  except  that 
which  ftyles  the  people  of  Norfolk  affajjim  and 
cowards,  his  lilence  on  that  muft  be  looked  upon 
as  a  tacit  acknowledgment  ofthejuftice  of  the  charge. 

I  do  not  know  how  thefe  names  went  down  in 
Virginia  :  if  they  were  palatable,  all  that  I  can  fay 
is,  I  am  forry  for  having  fpoiled  the  difh.  But,  if 
they  were  not,  if  they  excited  a  general  fentiment  of 
indignation,  which  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe 
they  did,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed  for  endeavouring 
to  make  that  fentiment  as  univerfally  known  as  the 
ilanderous  accufation  that  called  it  forth. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  remarking  to  you, 
Mr.  Citizen,  that  by  advifing  the  Philadel- 
phians  to  tar  and  feather  me,  your  Worfhip  has 
Ihown  your  confijlency  at  leaft.  Such  a  piece  of 
advice  was  not  unbecoming  a  man  who  can 
contentedly  put  up  with  the  names  of  offajpn  and 
coward. 

P.  PORCUPINE* 
,  $d  Auguft. 
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FRIDAY,  4th  AUGUST. 

Monroe's    Correjpondence  with  Mr.    Pickering. 
From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

SIR,  Philadelphia,  July  6th,  1797. 

It  was  my  wifh,  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  2zd  Auguft  lafl,  announcing  my  recall,  to 
repair  home  without  delay  ;  but,  as  I  did  not  re 
ceive  that  letter  till  fome  time  in  November,  nor 
obtain  my  audience  for  taking  leave  of  the  French 
Government,  till  the  ill  of  January  following,  it 
was  imporfible  for  me  to  fail  before  the  fpring, 
without  hazarding  a  winter  parTage,  and  to  which 
I  did  not  wiih  to  expofe  my  family.  This  explains 
the  caufe  why  I  did  not  render  myfelf  here  at  a 
much  earlier  period. 

I  poftponed  my  reply  to  that  letter  till  my  arri 
val,  becaufe  I  deemed  it  more  fuitable,  for  many 
reafons,  to  anfwer  it  in  my  own  country,  than  from 
a  foreign  one.  I  think  proper,  however,  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fubjecl  of  that  letter,  with  a 
view  to  juftify  myfelf  againfr.  any  imputations  that 
have  been,  or  were  intended  to  be  railed  againfl  me, 
by  the  meafures  it  announced. 

I  obferved  by  that  letter,  that  although  you  found 
this  meafure  principally  on  the  ground  taken  in 
that  of  the  i3th  of  June  preceding,  yet  you  intimate 
there  were  cc  other  concurring  circumffances," 
which  had  weight  in  deciding  the  Executive  in  its 
favour.  The  object  of  this,  therefore,  is  to  requeil 
of  you  a  fiatement  of  what  thofe  cireumftances  were, 
that,  correctly  knowing,  I  may  diftinclly  anfwer 
them,  To  the  fuggefHons  contained  in  yours  of 
the  1 3th  of  June  I  lhall  likewife  make  fuch  further 
reply  as  appears  now  to  be  neceffary. 

I  rtquefi  this  ftaternent  as  a  matter  of  right,  and 
upon  the  principle,  that,  although  the  Executive 

poflefles 
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poffeffes  the  power  to  ccnfure  and  remove  a  public 
minifter,  yet  it  is  a  power  which  ought  to  be 
exercifed  according  to  th6  rules  of  juftice;  which 
rules  are  too  well  defined  by  the  principles  of  our 
government,  to  require  ill  nitration  here.  I  make 
this  requeft,  therefore,  in  a  confidence  that  you  will 
comply  with  it,  as  foon  as  you  can  with  conve 
nience.  With  due  refpecl:,  &c. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
SIR,  Philadelphia,  July  %th,  1797. 

Upon  leaving  Paris  I  committed  my  letter-book 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Prevoft,  and,  after  his  departure, 
of  Mr.  Skipwith,  fealed  up,  for  General  Pinckney, 
in  cafe  he  arrived  while  either  of  thofe  gentlemen 
was  there  ;  to  furnifh  him  with  fuch  light  upon 
affairs,  as  he  did  not  derive  from  your  department, 
when  he  left  this.  I  had  previoufly  given  General 
Pinckney  copies  of  fome  papers  which  he  found 
necefTary  upon  his  firil  arrival ;  fo  that,  in  a  pof- 
fible  cafe,  I  truft  your  wilh  was  fulfilled  in  poflefT- 
ing  him  with  fuch  documents  as  have  been,  or  may 
be  neceffary,  for  fome  time  to  come.  I  think  pro 
per,  however,  to  lugged  the  propriety  of  fuch  a 
complete  copy  being  furnifhed  from  your  office,  as 
you  feem  to  deem  neceffary,  for  our  Reprefentative 
at  Paris  ;  fince,  when  I  arrived  there,  no  paper 
whatever  was  furnifhed  me  by  my  predecefTor,  cither 
of  his  own  correfpondence,  of  Mr.  JefTerfon's,  or 
Dr.  Franklin's.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
date  to  you,  how  I  found  and  left  this  bufinefs  ;  to 
enable  you  to  make  fuch  difpofition  therein,  ac 
cording  to  the  rules  of  your  department,  as  is 
thought  fuitable. 

I  fhall  be  abfcnt  from  this  city  tillThurfday  next ; 
at  which  time  I  lhall  be  happy  to  receive  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  letter  I  had  the  pieafure  to  write  you 
yefterday, 

Your  moil  obedient,  8cc. 
A  A  4  From 
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From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 
SIR,  Philadelphia,  July  i$th,  1797* 

I  think  proper  to  apprize  you  of  my  return  to 
this  city,  and  to  requcA  the  favour  of  an  aniwer 
to  my  letter  of  the  cth  initant  I  am,  with  due 
reipecl,  &c. 

From  t/ie  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Department  of  Stale. 
SIR,  Philadelphia,  July  1 7 //;,  1797. 

I  duly  received  your  letters  of  the  6th  and  8th 
inftant,  the  latter  flating  the  diipofition  you  had 
made  of  the  letters  and  papers  relating  to  your 
million  to  the  French  Republic,  for  the  ufe  of  your 
fucceiTor.  Your  intended  abfence,  as  mentioned 
in  your  letter  of  the  8th,  and  the  prefTure  of  public 
bufinefs,  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  our  Minif- 
ter  for  Europe,  induced  the  delay  of  an  anfwer  to 
this  time. 

The  requefl  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  6th, 
\vas  unexpected.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  be  pofTerTed  of 
facls  and  information,  which  would  not  only  juf- 
tify,  but  require  the  recall  of  a  foreign  minifter,  or 
the  difmiffion  of  an  officer  at  home,  although  they 
fhould  not  furnifh  ground  for  a  legal  investigation. 
When  the  tenure  of  public  offices  (that  of  the 
Judges  exceptecl)  was  deliberately  and  confidentially 
placed  in  the  pleafure  of  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States,  it  certainly  was  not  contemplated  to  reft  the 
propriety  or  expediency  of  particular  acts  of  that 
pleafure  or  difcretion,  by  a  formal  trial,  or  a  public 
clifcuffion.  Thcfe  remarks,  I  truft,  exhibit  fatii- 
faclory  reafons  why  I  cannot  undertake  to  comply 
with  your  rcqueH.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Front 
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From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
SIR,  PKladeffhia'i  July  i9///,  1797. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  17^ 
infiant,  and  anfwer  it  without  delay. 

If  you  fuppofe  that  I  would  fubmit,  in  filence,  to 
the  injurious  imputations  that  were  raifed  againft 
me  by  the  Adminiflration,  you  were  miftaken,  I 
fet  too  high  a  value  upon  the  bleffings  of  an  honeft 
fame,  and  have  too  long  enjoyed  that  blerling,  in 
the  efiirnation  of  my  countrymen,  to  fuffer  myfelf 
to  be  robbed  of  it  by  any  description  of  perfons,  and 
under  any  pretence  whatever. 

Nor  can  I  exprefs  the  aftonifhment  which  the 
prefent  conduct  of  the  Adminiitration  excites  in  my 
mind ;  for  I  could  not  believe,  till  it  was  verified  by 
the  event,  after  having  denounced  me  to  my  coun 
try,  as  a  perfon  who  had  committed  fome  great  act 
of  mifconducl,  and  cenfured  me  for  fuch  fuppofed 
act,  by  deprivation  from  office,  that  when  I  called 
upon  you  for  a  ilatement  of  the  charge  againit  me, 
\vith  the  facts  by  which  you  fupport  it,  I  fhould  find 
you  difpofed  to  evade  my  demand,  and  fhrink  from 
the  inquiry.  Upon  what  principle  does  the 
Adminiitration  take  this  ground,  and  what  are 
its  motives  for  it  ? 

Do  you  fuppofe  or  contend  that  the  power  com 
mitted  to  the  Executive  by  the  conftitution,  to  re 
move  and  cenfure  a  public  minifter,  or  any  other 
public  fervant,  has  authorized  it  fo  to  do,  without 
a  fufricient  caufe  ?  or  that  the  Executive  is  not 
accountable  to  the  public,  and  the  party  injured, 
for  fuch  an  act,  in  like  manner  as  it  is  accountable 
for  any  and  every  other  act  it  may  perform  by  virtue 
of  the  conftitution  ?  Upon  wha{  principle  is  a  dif- 
crimination  founded,  which  prefumes  reftraints  in 
certain  cafes  againft  the  abufe  of  executive  power, 
and  leaves  that  power  without  rcftraint,  in  all  other 
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cafes  ?  And  how  do  you  defignate,  or  where  draw 
the  line  between  thefe  two  fpecies  of  power,  fo  op- 
pofite  in  their  nature  and  character  ?  This  doctrine 
is  againft  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  which  pro 
vides  a  rernedy  for  every  injury.  It  is  againft  the 
fpirit  of  eleelive  government,  which  conliders  every 
public  functionary  as  a  public  fervam.  It  becomes 
the  meridian  of  thofe  countries  only,  where  the  mo 
narch  inherits  the  territory  as  his  patrimony,  and 
ihe  people  who  inhabit  it,  as  his  Haves. 

That  the  right  to  cenfure  and  remove  a  public 
officer  was  delegated  to  the  Executive,  with  pecu 
liar  confidence,  is  a  motive  why  it  fhould  be  exer- 
cifed  with  peculiar  care  ;  for  the  more  confiden 
tial  the  truft  which  is  committed  to  a  public  func 
tionary,  in  a  refponfible  flat  ion,  the  greater 
circumfpection  he  fhould  ufe  in  the  difcharge  of  it. 
It  was  not  intended  thereby  to  difpenfe  with  the 
principles  of  juftice,  or  the  unalienable  rights 
of  freemen,  in  favour  of  executive  pleafure.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  expected,  that  that  pleafure 
would  be  exercifcd  with  difcretion,  and  that  thofe 
principles  and  rights  would  be  invariably  obferved. 
It  is  an  incompetent  recompenfe  to  a  perfon  who 
has  been  injured  by  the  Executive,  to  be  told  that 
the  conititution  permits  the  injury,  if  the  power 
intruded  was  thereby  abufed,  and  the  principles  of 
the  constitution  violated.  And  it  is  an  unbecoming 
meafure  in  the  Adminiftration,  to  defend  by  the  ar 
gument  of  power,  what  it  cannot  juflify  at  the  tri 
bunal  of  reafon  and  jufKce. 

I  have  been  injured  by  the  Adminiflration,  and 
have  a  right  to  redrefs.  Imputations  of  mifconducl: 
have  been  raifed  againft  me  by  it,  and  I  have  a 
right  to  vindicate  myfclf  againft  them.  I  have  in 
vited  you  to  rtate  and  fubflantiate  your  charge,  if 
you  have  any ;  and  I  repeat  again  the  invitation. 
You  fuggeft  that  you  have  fa6ts  and  information 

which 
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\vhich  warrant  the  procedure.  Let  me  know  them, 
as  likewife  your  informers,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
place  this  act  of  the  Executive,  and  my  own  con 
duct,  in  the  light  in  which  they  refpeclively  merit 
to  fland. 

The  fituation  of  the  United  States  has  become, 
in  many  refpects,  a  very  critical  one ;  and  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  true  caufe  of  this  crifis  be  dif- 
ti nelly  known.  You  have  endeavoured  to  imprefs 
the  public  with  a  belief  that  it  proceeded,  in  fome 
refpect,  from  me  :  why,  then,  do  you  evade  the  in 
quiry  ?  Is  it  becaufe  you  know  that  the  imputation 
was  unjuft,  and  wifh  to  avoid  the  demonstration  of 
a  truth  you  are  unwilling  to  acknowledge  ?  or, 
that  you  fear  a  difcuffion,  which  may  throw  light 
upon  a  topic  heretofore  too  little  underilood  ?  I  am, 
with  due  refpect,  &c. 

From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 

July  igth,  1797. 

Mr.  Monroe  prefents  his  compliments  to  Col. 
Pickering.  He  wifhes  to  revife  his  correfpondence  in 
the  Department  of  State,  and  for  that  purpofe  will 
thank  him  for  the  affignmcnt  of  a  chamber  in  his 
office,  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk,  for  a  few  days,  till 
he  can  run  through  it.  He  hopes  an  anfwer  to  this 
immediately,  if  convenient. 

From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 

Philadelphia,  July  24/7;,  1797. 

Mr.  Monroe  requeils  to  know  of  Colonel  Picker 
ing,  whether  and  when  he  is  to  expect  an  anfwer 
to  his  letter  of  the  i9th  inft.  as  likewife  to  his  note 
of  the  fame  date. 

From  Mr.  Tickering  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

July  24///,  1797. 

Col.  Pickering  informs  Mr.  Monroe,  that,  his 
abfence  lafl  week,  and  engagements  previous  to  the 
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departure  of  the  Prefident  for  Bofton,  prevented 
an  anfwcr  to  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  the  1 9th,  and 
his  note  of  the  fame  date  ;  which,  however,  Mr, 
Monroe  may  expect  to-morrow. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
Department  of  Slate. 

SIR,  Philadelphia,  July  24/7;,  1797. 

I  have  read  attentively  your  letter  of  the  i9th 
ult.  but  difcover  in  it  no  arguments  to  induce  a 
change  of  the  opinion  expreiled  to  you  in  my  letter 
of  the  1 7th. 

I  understand  you  to  contend,  that  every  Minif- 
ter  of  the  United  States  who  is  recalled,  and 
every  other  public  officer  who  is  removed  from 
office  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  has  a 
right  to  demand,  and  be  informed  of  the  reafons 
and  motives  for  the  recall  or  removal.  In  all  cafes 
except  that  of  the  Judges,  it  has  been  eftablilhed 
from  the  time  of  organizing  the  government,  that 
removals  from  offices  fhould  depend  on  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  executive  power  :  and  you  know  that, 
with  the  above  exception,  the  commiffions  of  all 
officers,  civil  and  military,  appointed  by  the  Preli- 
dent,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate, 
explicitly  declare  that  they  hold  their  offices  "  du 
ring  the  pleafure  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States."  Hence  I  conclude;  that  a  compliance  with 
your  requeft  might  form  an  improper,  inconvenient, 
and  unwife  precedent. 

In  my  letter  of  the  i7th  I  remarked,  that  "  it 
"  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  Prefident  of  the 
"  United  States  may  be  pofleffed  of  facts  and  in- 
"  formation,  which  would  not  only  juftify,  but  re- 
"  quire  the  recall  of  a  foreign  minifler,  or  the  dif- 
"  million  of  an  officer  at  home,  although  they 
"  fhould  not  furnifh  ground  for  a  legal  invelliga'- 
"  tion."  For  in  fiance  ;  cpmmunications  might  be 
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received,  entitled  to  credit,  but  under  reftriclions 
which  would  not  permit  a  difclofure ;  while,  to  ad 
mit  the  principle  you  contend  for,  would  be  to  fhut* 
the  door  to  intelligence  of  infidelity  in  public  offi 
cers ;  efpecially  in  diplomatic  agents,  who,  reading 
in  foreign  countries,  are  removed  from  the  imme 
diate  obfervation  of  their  own  Government. 

Again,  the  want  of  confidence,  from  whatever 
caufe  it  may  arife,  is  a  good  reafon  for  changing  a 
diplomatic  agent.  If  he  is  found  on  experience  to 
be  deficient  in  judgment,  Hull,  or  diligence,  or  if 
circumflances  infpire  a  reafonable  doubt  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  his  views,  he  cannot  with  prudence  bs 
continued ;  for  it  is  efTential  that  there  fhould  be 
full  confidence  in  him.  A  diplomatic  agent,  al 
though  his  official  communications  have  a  fair  ap 
pearance,  may  hold  intimate  and  improper  cor- 
refpondences,  on  political  fubjecls,  with  men 
known  to  be  hoftile  to  the  Government  he  reprc- 
fents,  and  whofe  adlions  tend  to  its  fubverfion.  He 
may  even,  from  miftaken  views  of  the  interefts  of 
his  own  country,  countenance  and  invite  a  con- 
du6t  in  another,  derogatory  from  its  dignity,  and 
injurious  to  thofe  interefis. 

The  foregoing  are  cafes,  in  which  the  neceffary 
confidence  of  a  Government  muft  be  abated  or  de 
ll  royed  :  and  yet  the  circum fiances  might  be  fuch 
as  could  not  prudently  be  brought  to  a  formal  dif- 
cuffion.  More  may  be  imagined  to  eftablifli  the 
principle,  that,  in  regard  to  various  public  officers, 
it  is  effential  that  there  fhould  be  a  difcretion  to 
remove,  without  an  obligation  to  affign  reafons. 
In  the  cafe  of  a  diplomatic  character,  they  apply 
with  extraordinary  force. 

It  is  not  true  that  a  removal  from  office  neceffa- 
rily  implies  adlnal  mifconducl.  It  may  merely 
imply  a  want  of  ability.  Or  in  rcfpecl  to  a  Minif- 
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ter,  it  may  imply  only  a  change  in  political  af 
fairs,  which  demands,  or  renders  expedient  for 
the  public  good,  the  fubflitution  of  a  different 
characler. 

Still  another  infiance  may  be  mentioned,  in 
which  a  demand  like  yours  could  not  be  complied 
with.  A  Preiident  of  the  United  States  may,  on 
good  grounds,  which  he  referves  to  himfelf,  remove 
a  public  officer,  previous  to  his  retiring  from  office ; 
in  which  cafe  no  officer,  in  the  fncceeding  Adminif- 
tration,  could  poilibly  affign  the  motives  for  the 
removal. 

Thefe  reafons,  I  conceive,  are  fufficient  to  juftify 
the  determination,  taken  in  my  letter  of  the  I7th 
inft.  and  render  unneceffary  a  particular  examina 
tion  of  your  obfervations,  or  anfwers  to  your  nu 
merous  queftions.  There  is  no  difpofition  to  treat 
you,  or  any  other  man,  with  injultice  ;  but  the  Go 
vernment  cannot,  for  the  fake  of  indulging  your 
feniibility,  facrifice  a  great  national  principle. 

I  will  conclude  with  one  remark.  1  agree  with 
you  that  the  Prefident,  in  uiing  that  pleafure  with 
which  the  conftitution  has  inverted  him  for  the 
removal  of  public  officers,  is  bound  to  exercife  it 
with  difcretion  ;  but  I  deny  that  he  is  bound  on 
every  occaiion  to  explain  and  juftify  his  conduct  to 
the  individual  removed  from  office :  which,  befide 
other  objections,  would  expofe  the  Executive  to 
perpetual  altercations  and  controveriies  with  the 
officers  removed. 

In  anfwer  to  your  note  of  the  ipth  in/tant,  I 
inform  you,  that  the  revilion  of  your  correfpondence 
with  the  Department  of  State,  which  you  requeft, 
may  take  place  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk,  when  it  fhall 
fuit  your  own  convenience. 

1  am,  with  due  refpccl,  &c. 

From 
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From  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

SIR,  Philadelphia,  July  25,  1797* 

It  has  been  deemed  improper,  for  the  reafons  af- 
iigned  in  my  official  letters,  tattempt  an  official  ex 
planation  of  the  reafons  and  motives  which  influenced 
the  late  Preiident  in  terminating  your  functions  as 
the  Miniiler  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
to  the  French  Republic.  This  I  fhall  not  venture 
to  do,  in  any  capacity.  But  it  is  in  my  power,  as 
an  individual  citizen,  to  communicate  the  conn" der 
ations  which  induced  me,  lail  fummer,  when  called 
upon  by  the  Preiident,  in  the  line  of  my  office,  to 
advife  that  this  meafure  fhould  be  taken.  If,  in  this 
form,  my  fentiments  will  give  you  any  fatisfadlion, 
and  you  delire  to  receive  them,  they  ihall  be  fur- 
nifhed. 

I   have  converfed  with  Mr.  M'Henry  and  Mr. 
Lee  on  this  fab]  eel,  and  in  the  like  form  you  may 
receive  their  fentiments  refpectively.     Mr.  Wolcott 
being  abfent,  I  can  fay  nothing  in  re fpecl  to  him. 
I  am,  with  due  reipecl:,  &c, 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
SIR,  Philadelphia,  July  30,   1797. 

I  received  and  attended  to  your  official  letter  of 
the  24th,  and  your  private  one  of  the  25th  inftanr, 
and  fhall  now  reply  to  both. 

Permit  me  to  premife,  that  in  any  difcuffion  which 
has,  or  may  take  place  between  us,  I  have  not,  nor 
ihall  I  conftder  you  in  any  other  than  your  official 
character,  having  yet  to  learn  what  your  pretenfions 
are  to  confidence  as  an  individual  citizen,  or  the 
weight  which  your  opinion  ought  to  have  as  fuch, 
efpecially  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

I  think  proper  now  to  obferve,  that  when  I  called 
upon  you  for  an  explanation  of  the  motives  of  the 
Adminiftration  in  making  this  attack  upon  me,  it 
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was  not  with  a  view  to  derive  any  information  for 
myfelf.  I  have  been  too  long  and  too  well  ac 
quainted  with  the  political  conduct,  principles,  and 
views  of  the  Administration,  not  to  know  what  its 
motives  were  in  that  refpect,  without  any  aid  from 
you.  Indeed,  knowing  what  my  conduct  was,  and 
what  your  views  are,  of  which  a  feries  of  facts  and 
circumflances  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind,  I  had  no 
expectation  of  obtaining  from  you  any  thing  like  a 
candid  anfwer.  On  the  contrary,  1  expected  an 
evaiive  one,  dealing  in  hints  and  innuendos  thrown 
out  to  divert  the  mind  from  the  true  object  of  inquiry. 
Nor  have  I  been  difappointed  in  my  expectation ; 
for  I  am  perfuaded  that  no  impartial  perfon  can 
read  your  feveral  letters  upon  this  fubject  without 
entertaining  the  fame  opinion  of  them. 

I  expected  even  a  difguife  of  the  real  motive,  and 
by  every  poilible  artifice  which  intereft  or  ingenuity 
could  fuggeil,  becaufe  I  knew  the  real  motive  could 
not  be  avowed ;  and  fuch,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  be 
the  opinion  of  every  impartial  perfon  who,  after 
reading  your  letters,  traces  the  true  motive,  by  a 
correct  analyfis  of  thofe  facts  and  circumflances 
to  which  I  allude. 

1  called  upon  you  in  that  fpirit  of  candour  which 
I  have  always  obferved  towards  the  Adminiftration 
and  others,  and  to  give  you  an  opportunity  to  juf- 
tify  your  conduct  by  your  own  arguments,  and 
thereby  place  it  in  the  light  you  wi fried  it  to  ftand. 
But  this  you  have  refufed  to  do,  and  for  rcaforis 
the  molt  extraordinary  :  in  calling  upon  you,  then, 
I  have  acted  confiflently  with  ray  own  principles ; 
and  in  refufing  to  comply,  you  have  taken  a  ground 
for  which  the  Adminiftraticn  is  rcfponiible. 

I  forbear  to  difcufs  again  the  folidity  of  that  prin 
ciple   which    fuppofes    every  public  officer  of  the 
United  States  (the  Judges  excepted)  a  menial  fervant 
to  the  Prefident ; 'a  principle  which,  if  eftablifhed, 
2  vanifhcs 
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banifhes  from  the  bofom  of  every  fuch  officer  all 
regard  for  country,  every  noble,  and  patriotic  fenti- 
tnent ;  and  makes  him  dependant,  not  upon  the 
integrity  and  propriety  of  his  own  conduct,  but 
upon  the  perfonai  favour  of  his  fuperior.  If  fuch 
were  the  cafe,  what  confidence  could  the  people  of 
America  repofe  in  any  public  functionary,  lince,  after 
he  gets  into  office,  whatever  may  have  been  his  cha- 
radier  before,  he  links  into  a  machine,  and  ceafes 
to  be  a  watchful  centinel  over  the  public  rights  and 
interefts  ?  If  fuch  were  the  cafe,  the  principles  and 
practice  of  our  free  government  are  departed  from, 
and  the  mofl  flavifh  doctrines  of  the  moft  flavifh 
governments  are  introduced  in  their  flead ;  and 
that  fuch  muft  be  the  cafe  is  obvious,  if  the  Executive 
can  exercife  the  difcretion  you  fpeak  of  in  the  plea- 
furable  manner  you  contend  for,  and  without  ac 
counting  for  any  of  its  acts,  or  the  motives  of  them, 
in  any  cafe,  to  the  party  injured,  the  public,  or  any 
perfon  whatever.  This  doctrine  merits  the  attention 
of  the  people  of  America,  becaufe  it  is  a  pernicious 
one.  They  have  provided  in  the  conftitution  they 
have  adopted,  a  fuitable  mode  for  the  appointment 
of  public  officers,  and  which  fuppofes  a  due  regard  to 
be  paid  to  the  characters  of  thofe  who  are  appointed, 
and  with  a  view  that  they  may  be  faithfully  ferved. 
They  pay  to  their  public  officers,  Prelident  and  all, 
liberally,  and  ought  to  be  faithfully  ferved.  They 
have  likewife  provided  for,  and  wifh  a  fupervilion 
of  the  fupcrior  over  the  inferior  ;  but  I  truft  it  is  their 
intention  that  the  merits  and  character  of  the  latter 
fhould  be  eftimated  by  the  Itandard  of  his  integrity 
and  public  fei vices,  and  not  by  the  whim,  caprice, 
or  any  lefs  worthy  motive  of  thofe  above  him. 

Nor  fhall  I  difcufs  the  folidity  of  the  principles, 
or  the  policy  of  the  practice,  you  have  adopted,  of 
opening  a  door  in  your  office  for  the  reception  of 
fpies  and  informers,  to  whole  communications,  it  ap- 
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pears,  implicit  faith  is  given,  although  their  names, 
their  characters,  and  even  the  purport  of  their  de 
nunciations  be  withheld.  This  practice  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  is  now  in  ufe  in  the  defpotic  govern 
ments  of  Europe,  hut  I  hoped  never  to  fee  it  trarif- 
planted  to  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic;  etpecially  in 
the  degree  to  which  you  extend  it  I  difmifs  thefe 
topics  from  view,  becaufe  they  are  only  incidental 
to  the  main  object  of  inquiry,  and  involve  principles 
in  which  I  am  not  interefted  otherwife  than  in  com 
mon  with  every  other  American  citizen.  I  have 
noticed  them,  however,  that  their  tendency  may  be 
correctly  underilood. 

But  I  think  proper  to  make  a  few  comments  upon 
the  hints  and  innuendos  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  24th,  and  with  a  view  to  place  them,  and  your 
conduct  in  making  them,  in  their  true  light. 

You  fuggeft  many  cafes  which,  provided  they  ex* 
ifted,  you  fay,  would  juftify  the  Executive  in  the 
removal  and  cenfure  of  a  public  minifter,  or  other 
officers;  fuch,  for  example,  as  a  "  defect  of  judg 
ment,  {kill,  or  diligence;  the  want  of  confidence  in 
him  by  the  Adminiflration  ;  his  holding  improper 
correfpondence  with  men  known  to  be  hoftile  to 
the  government  he  reprcfents,  and  whole  actions 
tend  to  its  fubverlion  ;  his  countenancing  and  in 
viting,  from  a  miftaken  view  of  the  intereft  of  his 
own  country,  a  conduct  in  another  derogatory  from, 
and  injurious  to,  thofe  interefts,  &c."  The  exift- 
ence  of  any  of  thefe  cafes,  you  fay,  would  juftify 
the  removal  of  any  public  minifler. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  conteft  with  you  abftract 
principles ;  becaufe  I  will  readily  admit,  that  if  a 
public  officer  be  incompetent  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  whether  it  proceed  from  want  of  judgment, 
ikill,  or  .diligence  ;  if  he  be  the  tool  or  partifanqi 
another  country  againft  the  honour  and  inter  eft  of  his 
own  ;  or  be  officiated  \^\^\  foreigners  of  any  defcrip- 

tiou 
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tion  whatever,  or  with  the  agents  or  creatures  of 
foreign  powers,  in  promoting  any  plan  of  confpiracy, 
again -ft  infurrettlon  in,  or  diforganization  of,  his  own 
country ;  that  in  any  and  every  fuch  cafe,  fuch 
officer,  whether  he  he  employed  at  home  or  abroad, 
ought  to  he  difmifTed  and  difgraced,  or  rather  fe- 
verely  puniihed ;  for  difgrace  upon  thofe  who  are 
capable  of  committing  fuch  enormities,  is  no  pu- 
nifliment  at  all.  But  do  you  mean  to  apply  any  of 
thefe  imputations  to  me  ?  If  fo,  why  not  avow  it,  and 
prefent  your  proof?  Would  it  not  be  more  manly 
Ib  to  do,  than  to  deal  in  innuendo  and  iniinuation, 
which,  without  making  you  refponfible  for  any 
charge,  are  perhaps  intended  to  be  underflood  as 
fuch  ?  Or  do  you  hope  that  we  fhall  take  thefe  in- 
nuendos  for  fact  without  your  declaring  them  to  be 
Ib,  or  producing  any  teflimonies  to  fupport  them  ? 
This  might,  perhaps,  promote  your  views  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  out  would  certainly  not  promote  the 
caufe  of  truth. 

With  refpect  to  the  clamour  which  is  fo  incef- 
fantly  raifed  (and  of  which  you  feem  difpofed  to 
avail  yourfelf  in  the  prefent  inftance)  of  danger  to 
the  Government  from  the  exercife  of  freedom  of  opi 
nion  in  debate  and  writing,  or  of  your  iniinuation 
that  I  had  improper  correfpondence  with  any  fuch 
perfons,  it  is  one  which  merits  no  reply.  I  have 
no  correfpondent  in  whom  I  repofe  confidence, 
who  has  not  given,  at  leaft,  as  ftrong  proof  of  his 
attachment  to  good  government  and  good  order, 
and  who  is  not  as  much  interefted  (perhaps  much 
more  fo)  in  the  prefervation  of  thofe  bleffings  as 
yourfelf,  or  any  of  thofe  who  make  the  loudeft  cla 
mour  on  that  fubjech  Nor  have  I  had  a  commu 
nication  with  any  perfon  or  perfons  whilft  employed 
abroad,  or  at  any  other  time,  of  a  public  nature, 
but  with  a  view  to  preferve  the  Government  and  the 
Union  entire  ;  always  feeking  to  counteract  the 
&  c  2  difuniting. 
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difunit'mg)  dif organizing  projects  of  thofe 
wilh  to  fubvert  them.  Do  you  know  of  any  corre- 
fpondence  of  mine  exhibiting  an  oppofite  character, 
or  having  an  oppoiite  tendency  ?  If  you  do,  produce 
it,  and  then  we  will  difcufs  this  point  farther.  But 
till  then  I  fhall  confider  this  innuendo  like  the  others, 
as  being  thrown  out  only  to  obfcure  the  fubje6t, 
and  divert  the  mind  from  the  true  object  of  in 
quiry. 

And  upon  the  point  of  confidence  between  the 
Adminiltration  and  myfelf,  with  refpect  to  the  pe 
riod  of  its  commencement  and  termination  on  both 
fides  (if,  indeed,  it  ever  exifted  on  theirs  in  the 
View  in  which  I  believed  it  did),  with  the  caufe  which 
created  and  deltroyed  it,  I  fhall  fay  but  little  at 
prefent,  bccaufe  it  is  a  very  important  one,  and  re^ 
quires  to  be  more  fully  illuft  rated  than  the  nature 
of  this  communication  will  admit  of.  This  point 
involves  in  it  the  whole  policy  of  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  in  my  million  and  recall,  and  will,  Ttbink,  when 
fully  underftood,  tend  elientially  to  illuftrate  the 
conducl,  principles,  and  views  of  the  Adminiitratioh 
during  this  great  and  intereiiing  crifis  of  human 
affairs.  I  think  proper,  however,  to  obferve  here, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  world  a* 
to  the  merits  of  the  Adminiftration  in  thele  refpedls, 
or  of  its  conduct  towards  me  through  the  whole  of  my 
million,  I  can  iliow  in  the  molt  fatisfactory  manner, 
that  my  political  character  and  principles,  whilft  a 
member  of  the  American  Senate,  and  whilft  Mi 
ni  iler  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  with  the 
French  Republic,  were  always  the  fame;  and  that 
in  both  ftations,  and  in  every  viciintude  of  our  af 
fairs,  it  was  the  conitant  and  laborious  effort  of  my 
life  to  prelerve  peace,  harmony,  and  perfect  amity 
between  the  two  republics,  I  can  (how,  too,  that 
thofe  efforts  had  produced,  and  were  flill  producing, 
a  good  effect,  of  which  the  Adminiftration  had  full 
z  knowledge 
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knowledge  at  the  very  moment  when  it  endeavoured 
to  imprefs  the  public  with  a  belief  that  I  had  failed 
to  clo  my  duty. 

The  Adminiftration  may,  perh^s,  find  it  here 
after  expedient  to  explain  why  I  was  invited  to  ac 
cept  that  million,  and  confided  in  at  that  time  ;  and 
why  that  confidence  was  withdrawn  afterwards. 
Were  my  political  character  and  principles  lefs 
known  in  the  former  itage  than  in  the  latter  ?  I  pre- 
fume  not ;  for,  at  the  time  when  I  was  invited  tp 
accept  this  miffion  to  the  French  Republic,  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  acled  with  fuch  dccifion  upon  all  topics  which 
came  before  that  body  as  to  leave  no  doubt  with 
any  one  what  my  political  principles  were.  Was 
there  any  particular  objecl;  in  view,  depending  any 
where,  at  the  former  period,  and  which  my  appoint 
ment  to  the  French  Republic  might  then  promote  ? 
And  did  the  accomplifh merit  of  that  object  produce 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Adminiftration  towards 
that  republic,  and  of  what  nature  was  that  objecl  ? 
I  tugged  thefe  ideas  incidentally  only,  and  without 
meaning  to  go  fully  into  them. 

So  much  I  have  thought  proper  to  fay  in  reply  to 
the  hints  and  innuendos  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  24th,  and  which,  I  prefume,  will  fully  explain 
your  motives  in  making  them.  1  will  now  proceed 
to  another  point  of  more  importance  in  the  prefent 
inquiry. 

The  change  in  the  political  fituation  of  the  United 
States  is  too  obvious  and  interefting  not  to  attract 
the  attention  and  excite  the  fenfibility  of  even  tbofe 
who  are  the  leafl  obfervant.  A  few  years  paft,  the 
name  of* America  was  a  venerable  name  in  the  ca 
talogue  of  nations.  It  commanded  the  refpecl  and 
drew  the  fympathetic  attention  of  all  powers  and  of 
all  men.  Her  commerce  and  her  agriculture  flou- 
jrifhed  hand  in  hand,  and  her  people  were  happy  ; 

p  B  3  beloved 
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beloved  by  her  ancient  friends,  and  dreaded  by  her 
ancient  foes,  there  was  no  cloud  in  the  political  ho 
rizon  to  darken  her  proipecls.  A  coalition  of  ty 
rants,  it  is  true,  whole  avowed  object  it  was  to  ex 
tirpate  liberty  from  orFthe  face  of  the  globe,  excited 
tmeafinefs  for  a  while.  Soon,  however,  the  firong  and 
potent  arm  of  Republicanifm  crufhed  its  efforts,  and 
averted  the  ftorm.  But  what  reverfe  has  now  taken 
place;  and  where  will  the  catafrrophe  end  ?  Our 
national  character  has  not  only  already  greatly  de 
clined,  and  our  commerce  and  agriculture  greatly 
fuffcred,  but  we  are  upon  the  point  of  heing  involved 
in  a  war  with  our  ancient  and  defcrving  ally,  now 
become  a  republic  after  our  example,  and  on  the  ride 
of  the  remnants  of  that  fame  coalition  which  was 
lately  armed  againft  the  liberties  of  the  world. 
Strange  and  almoll  incredible  event  indeed !  By 
xvhat  means  has  this  change  been  produced  ?  Much 
has  heen  laid  and  done  by  the  Administration,  not 
limply  to  exculpate  itfelf  from  all  blame  in  that  re- 
fpec\  but  to  criminate  others,  and,  when  called  upon, 
to  ftate  and  fubflantiate  its  charges.  What  has  been 
the  refult  ?  Let  your  letters  fhow. 

It  is  now  time  to  clofe  this  fubje6r,  and  to  bring 
into  view  an  important  queftion  which  muft  be  de 
cided  on.  Has  the  Adminiftration  performed  its 
duty  to  its  country  in  thefe  gre-at  concerns,  and 
acquitted  itfelf  to  the  public  as  it  ought  to  have 
done?  In  my  judgment  it  has  not.  Might  we  not 
have  avoided  this  crifis  by  other  and  obvious  mea- 
fures  more  confident  with  our  national  honour  and 
intereft,  and  without  expofing  ourfelves  to  any  real 
danger  whatever  ?  In  my  judgment  we  might.  In  this 
latter  view  the  fubjecl  acquires  new  importance,  and 
is  entitled  to  more  particular  attention. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  our  fellow- citizens 
in  general  are  deeply  intererred  in  the  feveral  points 
in  diicuffion  between  us  ;  to  whom  it  likewife  be 
longs 
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longs  to  eftimate  yours  and  my  conduct ;  and  I  now 
think  proper  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  my  intention 
to  carry  the  fuhjecVt  before  that  enlightened  and  im 
partial  tribunal,  with  all  the  lights  which  I  poffefs. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  due  refpect,  &:c. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

_  July  31,  1797. 

Mr."  Monroe  requefts  Col.  Pickering  to  inform 
his  colleagues  that  the  evident  impropriety  of  his 
having  any  communication  othcrwife  than  with  the 
Adminiftration  itfelf  upon  an  acl;  for  which  he  holds 
the  Adminiftration  refponfible,  precludes  his  re 
ceiving  from  them,  as  individual  citizens,  any  in 
formation  whatever  refpecling  the  motives  which 
governed  them  in  the  cafe  referred  to.  He  declined 
this  with  the  greater  pleafure,  becaufe  the  courfe  he 
finds  it  neceffary  to  adopt  for  examination  and  de- 
velopement  of  this  fubjecl,  generally  offers  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  as  individual  citizens,  an  opportunity  to 
communicate  the  motives  of  their  conduct,  in  that 
cafe,  to  the  community  at  large,  through  which 
channel  only  can  he  attend  to  them  *. 

Noah 


*  Thus  is  Citizen  Monroe  following  clofe  upon  the  heels  of 
the  "  Knight  of  the  difiinguijbed  Order."  All  the  Minifters  of 
France,  and  that  of  her  natural  allies,  having  made  their  appeal 
from  the  Government  to  the  people ',  our  difcarded  Minifters,  our  own 
dijlinguijbcd  knights,  are  following  their  example,  leil  the  excellent 
practice  fliould  grow  out  of  faftiion. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  Government  will  not  condefcend  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  reafons  for  recalling  this  frenchified  Ame 
rican  Minifter ;  but  that  fufficient  reafons  exifted,  every  one,  ex 
cept  a  few  hoodwinked  idiots,  is  very  well  convinced  of'.  General 
as  this  conviction  is,  however,  I  cannot  promife  that  I  {hall  for 
bear  to  bring  forward  thole  aftions  of  his,  which,  I  am  certain, 
without  any  thing  more,  ought  to  have  produced  his  recall.  Let 
him  go  on  with  his  vindication,  and  then  let  him  prepare  himfelf 
fora  falute  from,  my  battery. 

At  prefent  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  it  is  my  fincere  opinion, 

that  his  fiift  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering  was  written  on  the  other  fide 
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Noah  Webfter  fays,  that  the  Members  of  Par* 
liament,  "  in  oppofition  to  Adminiflration,  have 
"  made  their  lafi  effort  to  ftem  the  tide  of  mi- 
'(  nijkrial  and  crown  influence  by  a  proportion  for  a 
"  reform  in  the  national  reprefentation.  We  have 
u  not  the  whole  of  the  debates  ;  but  Mr.  Fox's  quef- 
"  tion  is  one  of  the  moft  luminous  difplays  of  ar- 
<c  gument  and  eloquence  that  has  ever  adorned  the 
"  debates  of  Parliament.  He  declares,  and  we 
"  are  jtrongly  inclined  to  believe  his  opinion  to  hejuft, 
"  that  fuch  a  reform  is  the  lad  and  only  chance  to 
"  fave  the  prefent  confutation  *." 


SATURDAY,  5th  AUGUST. 

Spanifh  M'mifter. — Mr.  PORCUPINE,     Among  the 
charges    alleged  againil  the  Secretary  of  State  by 


of  the  water,  probably  by  his  friend  Barras  himfelf.  That  it  is  a 
tranflation  from  the  Fiench,  no  one  who  pays  attention  to  the 
phrafeology  of  it,  can  doubt  for  a  moment.  For  inftance  :  *'  This 
*c  explains  the  can fe  why  I  did  riot  render  my f elf  here  at  a  much 
14  earlier  period." — Do  we  ever  make  ufe  of  this  idiom  in  Englifh  ? 
No  ;  we  fay,  "  This  is  the  reafon  why  I  did  not  return  hither — . 
*'  why  I  did  not  come  home" — or  fome  fuch  expreflion.  What  fhould 
we  think  of  a  man  who,  coming  too  late  for  dinner,  were  to  fay  ; 
"  I  beg  pardon  for  not  rendering  my f elf fc oner  \"  or  of  another, 
who  fhould  fay  to  his  friend:  <l  Do  me  the  pleafure  to  render 
<c  yourfelf  to  my  houfe  this  evening.'*  Should  we  not  fayatonce* 
that  the  fpeakcrs  were  foreigners  ?  The  French  fay :  Je  ne  me  ren- 
doispas  icf  ;  that  is,  1  did  not  render  inyfelf  here  ;  and  I  defy  the 
difcarded  Minifter  to  find  me  fuch  a  mode  of  exprefiion  in  any  other 
language  whatever.  In  ours,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  in  ufe,  tha£ 
it  is  abfoluely  without  meaning,  and  could  not  poifibly  have  been 
adopted  but  by  a  tranflator  who  thought  a  ftrift  adherence  to  the 
letter  of  his  original  paramount  to  every  other  confederation. 

*  Thus  is  poor  Noah,  from  being  the  eulogift  of  Mr.  Pitt,  be 
come  a  convert  to  the  pauper  and  his  crew.  This  is  moft  abomi- 
pable,  to  be  fnre  ;  yet  I  cannot  fay  but  I  love  to  lee  him  flftft. 
He  does  it  in  fuch  a  plaufible  way,  and  with  ib  much  gravity.  He 
really  holds  a  candle  to  the  Devil  with  the  belt  grace  of  any  man  J 
ever  faw. 

jftfl 
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the  Spanifh  Miniiler,  there  is  but  one  which  does  not 
carry  its  own  refutation  on  its  forehead  ;  and  that  one, 
though  capable  of  an  eafy  and  complete  antwer  by  a 
recurrence  to  daces  and  a  few  welt-known  facls, 
feems  to  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  thofe  writers 
who  have  commented  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  juftice 
on  the  other  parts  of  the  attack.  1  allude  to  that 
part  of  the  Spanifh  Minifter's  publication  where  he 
accufes  the  Secretary  of  State  with  having  delayed 
for  feveral  days  to  lay  before  the  Prefident  certain 
intimations  which  he  had  communicated  refpecling 
an  intended  expedition  againil  Louifiaria  from  Ca 
nada.  This  intimation,  the  Minitler  fays/ was  made 
on  the  id  of  March  ;  and  that  on  the  9th  he  had 
an  interview  with  the  Prefident,  who  had  not  then 
heard  of  it.  From  the  printed  correfpondence  it  ap 
pears,  that  on  the  jith  of  March  it  had  been  laid 
before  the  Prefident,  and  an  anfvver  given.  With 
out  remarking  on  the  impertinence  of  a  foreign  Mi- 
niter's  talking  to  the  Prefident  about  public  affairs, 
the  only  proper  channel  for  which  he  knew  to  be  the 
Secretary  of  State  ;  or  the  indecency  of  detailing  in 
the  newfpapers  the  particulars  of  a  private  and  un 
official  converfation,  I  will  content  myfelf  with  call 
ing  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  date  of  this 
tranfacYion.  The  2cl  of  March  was  one  day  before 
the  late  Prefident  was  to  retire  from  his  office.  To 
make  the  communication  to  him,  therefore,  would 
have  been  futile,  becaufe  it  would  not  have  been  pof- 
fible  for  him  to  a6l  upon  it ;  there  not  being  time  to 
make  the  necefTary  previous  inquiries  before  his  func 
tions  muft  expire.  The  fame  confideration  would  have 
rendered  it  improper  to  communicate  even  the  Mi- 
nifler's  verbal  information,  which  he  fays  that  he 
gave  three  days  fooner ;  for  with  the  addition  of 
thofe  three  days,  it  was  impoilible  to  imagine  that 
the  Prefident  could  take  any  tfeps  in  the  bufinefs. 
Was  it  not  better,  therefore,  to  defer  the  communi 
cation  till  the  new  Prefident  Ihould  come  into  of- 


378  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS* 

fice,  and  make  it  to  him  ?  Every  body,  moreover, 
knows  the  prefs  of  public  buiinels  at  that  moment. 
It  was  fo  great,  that  Congrefs  fat  almoft  the  whole  day 
of  the  sd,  and  until  pafl  eleven  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  the  jd.  From  the  journals  of  the  two  Houfes  it 
appears,  that  as  many  as  twenty-eight  acts  and 
resolutions,  fome  of  them  very  long  ones,  were  ap 
proved  by  the  Prelident  on  thofe  two  days,  'in  the 
courfe  of  which  moil  of  them  had  been  fent  to  him. 
It  is  well  known  that  he  hardly  had  time  to  read 
them ;  and  on  the  3d  was  actually  obliged  at  an 
early  hour  to  leave  the  company  at  his  own  table 
for  that  purpofe. — Under  all  thefe  circumftances  it 
was  hardly  to  be  expected,  one  would  think,  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  fhould  immediately,  without 
previous  inquiry,  run  with  this  new  affair  to  the 
Prefident,  overwhelmed  as  he  was  with  bufinefs, 
and  juft  at  the  moment  of  quitting  the  office.  On 
the  4th,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  new  Prefident  entered 
on  his  functions.  He  could  not  immediately  in  the 
courfe  of  that  afternoon  go  to  work  ;  unlefs,  indeed, 
fome  great  and  preffing  affair  had  demanded  his  at 
tention.  It  may  be  faid  that  his  active  duties  did  not 
commence  till  the  morning  of  the  5th.  Whoever 
will  reflect  on  the  great  variety  of  affairs  which  rnuft 
have  prefled  on  his  attention  at  that  moment/rom 
all  the  departments,  with  the  bufinefs  and  iituation  of 
which,  efpecially  that  of  Hate,  comprifing  foreign  af 
fairs,  it  was  his  duty  to  make  himfelf  immediately 
acquainted  ;  and  will  at  the  fame  time  recollect,  that, 
from  the  morning  of  the  4th  and  5th  to  the  nth, 
when  the  Spanifh  Minifler  received  an  anfwer  to 
his  communication,  only  lix  days  had  elapfed,  will 
be  inclined  to  wonder  at  the  difpatch  ufed  in  this 
trivial  affair.  I  call  it  trivial,  not  with  refpect  to 
the  thing  itfelf,  but  to  the  information  on  which  it 
refted,  and  which  amounted  to  nothing  more  than 
a  vague  and  general  intimation  from  a  foreign  Mi- 

nifter. 
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nifter,  unfupported  by  proofs  of  any  kind,  accom 
panied  by  no  details  or  particular  facls  on  which  the 
Government  could  adt,  and  lince  proved  to  have 
been  wholly  unfounded ;  for  it  will  be  obferved, 
in  all  that  has  tranfpired  of  Blount's  confpiracy, 
there  is  not  one  word,  nor  even  a  hint  about  an 
expedition  from  Canada. — And  yet  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  abufed  in  the  molt  opprobrious  manner 
by  this  perlbn,  who  forgets  equally  what  is  due  to 
decorum  and  felf-refpecl ;  and  the  vileii  infinuations 
are  levelled  againfthis  character  and  public  conduct, 
becaufe  fix  days  were  fuffered  to  elapfe  before  the 
Prefident,  prelfed  as  he  was  by  the  weight  and 
multiplicity  of  public  bufinefs  which  demanded  his 
attention  at  the  moment  of  coming  into  office, 
was  troubled  with  an  intimation  of  this  kind ! — 
After  all,  had  this  delay  been  longer,  or  lefs  nece£- 
fary,  the  Spanifh  Minifler  fhould  have  been  the 
iail  perfon  on  earth  to  complain  of  it ;  for  he  had 
himfelf  been  guilty  of  a  much  greater  in  an  affair 
of  far  fuperior  importance ;  and  where  he  had  not 
even  the  appearance  of  a  plaulible  excufe.  On  the 
1 6th  of  March,  as  appears  by  the  fame  printed  cor- 
refpondence,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  order  of  the 
Prefident,  applied  to  this  Minifler  to  know  whether 
any,  and  what  fteps  had  been  taken  by  the  Spanifh 
Government  for  evacuating  the  pofts  on  the  Miiliffip- 
pi.  He  faw  no  anfwer  till  the  i  yth  of  April.  On  that 
day  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  and 
declared  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  anfwering  it 
*'  by  an  indifpofition  from  which  he  had  not  yet 
"  fully  recovered.  In  this  interval  however,  of  a 
month  and  a  day,  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
he  was  not  prevented  from  tranfacling  bufinefs  at 
home,  or  going  abroad  ;  and  yet  he  was  prevented 
from  giving  an  anfwer  to  a  letter  officially  addreffed 
to  him,  as  he  knew,  by  exprefs  order  of  the  Pre 
fident,  and  relating  to  a  fubjecl  of  no  lefs  importance 

than 
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than  the  execution  of  a  treaty  !  His  letter  of  the 
lyth  is  very  fhort ;  merely  ftating  that  he  was  fur- 
niihed  with  no  information  whether  arrangements 
were  made  or  not  for  evacuating  the  pofts.  This 
fhort  anfwer  he  was  for  a  whole  month  prevented 
from  giving  hy  an  indifpofition  which  did  not 
even  confine  him  to  his  houfe  for  a  fortnight.  It 
is  indeed  a  fa 61,  the  undeniable  proof  of  which 
exiits5  and  will  appear  before  the  public  in  due  time, 
that  on  or  about  the  2Oth  of  March,  four  days 
after  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  was  written, 
and  when  in  common  civility  it  fhould  already  have 
been  anfwered,  the  Spanifh.  Minifter  did  receive 
pcrfons  on  bufinefs,  and  wrote  at  confiderable 
length.  He  knows  that  proof  of  this  facl  exifts 
out  of  his  power,  and  therefore  he  will  not  contradict 
it.  What  then  muft  be  thought  of  his  afTertion, 
that  he  was  prevented  for  a  month  by  indifpofition 
from  anfwering  the  important  and  official  inquiry 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  ?  The  anfwer  itfelf,  when 
he  did  give  it,  was  as  little  conformable  to  a  candid 
and  friendly  conduct  as  the  delay  was  to  good 
manners,  or  the  excufe  for  it  to  truth.  Though 
cvafively  and  ambiguoufly  expreffed,  it  is  calculated 
to  convey  the  idea  that  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  treaty  was  about  to  be  executed  or  not.— His 
words  are :  "  Several  months  have  elapfed  lince  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelct,  and 
ofcourfe  I  am  deprived  of  any  information  touching 
the  fteps  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty.'* 
This  is  even  calculated  to  leave  an  impreffion,  that 
the  treaty  was  to  be  executed,  though  he  was  not 
informed  of  the  fleps  taken  for  that  purpofe.  Set 
ting  afide  the  impoffibility  of  believing  that  a  Spanifh 
Minifter  here  fhould  have  been  ieveral  months 
without  receiving  letters  from  the  Governor  of  a 
Spanifh  province  adjoining  our  territories,  with 
whom  it  was  his  cuitom  and  his  duty  to,correfpond, 

it 
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it  remains  perfectly  certain  that  this  man,  while  he 
was  pretending  to  know  nothing  ahout  the  matter, 
and  leaving  our  Government  under  an  impreflion 
that  the  treaty  was  going  into  execution,  knew 
perfectly  well  that  it  would  not  be  executed :  for 
it  appears  from  the  fame  printed  correfpondence,  that 
at  the  time  of  writing  this  anfwer  he  had  giveno 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet  that  information  about 
the  invaiion  from  Canada,  all  the  particular* 
whereof  he  concealed  from  our  Government,  highly 
interefted  as  it  was  in  knowing  them,  and  which 
was  immediately  made  the  pretext  for  withholding 
the  polls  on  the  Miffiffippi.  When  the  people  of 
America  fhall  have  reflected  on  thefe  fads,  and 
compared  them  with  the  printed  correfpondence, 
and  the  letter  of  the  Spanifh  Minifler,  they  will 
decide  how  far  his  conduct  has  been  confiftent 
with  decency,  his  affertions  with  truth,  or  his 
charges  againft  the  Secretary  of  State  with  juftice 
and  propriety.  Civis. 

SYMPATHY. 

However  various  are  the  minds  of  men, 

Howe'er  in  general  points  they  dilagree, 
Yet  are  they  moftly  bound  in  one  fine  chain, 

Which  is' no  left  than  gei\\\<zfy?npatbj. 
Almoft  in  every  bread  it  (lily  Meals 

When  hearing  {lories  of  congenial  woe  ; 
And  much  we  fear  for  thofe  whoiufter  ills, 

Which  we  have  known,  or  which  we  fear  to  know- 

Tell  Jack  tibe  fportfman  you  have  loft  youryi», 
lie  hums  a  tune,  and  fays  he's  very  forry  ; 

But  tell  him  you  have  broke  a  favourite  gun  ; 
He  fwears'and  fighs, — 'tis  quite'  a  different  ftory. 

Tell  Bacbc  that  babbling  GILES  has  loft  his  tongue^ 
The  hireling  fays  he's  forry  for't,  or  fo  ; 

JBut,  do  but  hint  that  Lloyd  or  Carey  $  hung, 

He'll  die  with  fear,  or  break  his  heart  with  woe. 

-American  Patrlotifm. — Hugh    Connolly,  of  Ne-.v- 
1u>rk,  is.  on  board  a  French  European  privateer,  a  cl 
ing 
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ing  as  an  officer. — One  of  the  French  privateers, 
mentioned  in  our  lad  to  be  taken  by  the  Engiifh, 
actually  belonged  to  New-York :  her  name  was  al 
tered. 

Monroe. — When  Citizen  Monroe  was  called  to  ac 
count  by  the  health-officers  for  coming  on  fhore 
without  the  ufual  formalities,  he  pleaded  ignorance. 
of  the  taws  and^  regulations  of  that  office ;  in  conie- 
quence  of  which,  the  pilot  was  about  to  lofe  his 
place  for  neglecting  to  inform  him  of  them.  The 
rnan  pleaded  Not  guilty,  and  applied  to  the  Citizen 
for  a  certificate  of  his  having  given  him  all  the  neceffary 
information  on  the  fubjecJ,  which  certificate,  we  un- 
derfland,  ivas  immediately  given! — Let  us  hope,  there 
fore,  that,  in  the  vindication  which  the  Citizen  is  pre 
paring,  he  will  have  the  modefty  to  advance  nothing 
upon  his  own  veracity. 

Scratch  for  Scratch. — Extra 61  from  the  Salem  Ga 
zette. — "  In  the  neat,  elegant,  andclajfical^a^zr,  called 
*c  The  Farmer  s  Weekly  Mufeum,  we  find  the  folio w- 
€-  ing  handfome  tribute  to  editorial  merit : — '  We 
<c  are  much  pleafed  with  the  ityle  and  arrangement 
"  of  the  original  poetical  articles  in  the  Centmel  and 
<£  Salem  Gazette.  The  editor  of  the  firit  has  long 
<c  been  celebrated  for  the  naivete  of  his  paragraphs  ; 
"  and  the  fummary  and  poetical  feleffions  of  the  lad, 
*c  are  fupcrior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  America'." 

What  would  you  think  of  a  man  who  Ihould  flop 
you  in  the  iireet  to  tell  you,  that  Mifs  fuch  a  one 
thought  him  a  very  handfome  fellow  ?  Would  you 
not  let  him  down  for  a  fop  of  moft  incorrigible  va 
nity  ?  And  what  then  do  you  think  of  the  editor  of 
the  Salem  Gazette,  who  ftops  you  in  the  mid  ft  of  his 
news,  to  tell  you  that  the  neat,  elegant,  and  cl-affical 
Farmers  Mufeum  has  given  his  fummary  and  poetical 
4  feleflions 
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JeleStions  the  preference  to  every  thing  of  the  kind  in 
America  ? 

I  by  no  means  wifh  to  call  in  queflion  the  merits 
of  the  Farmer  s  Mufeum,  or  that  of  either  of  the  papers 
it  fo  candidly  and  liberally  commends  ;  but  I  do  call 
in  queftion  the  propriety  of  either  of  thofe  papers 
becoming  the  vehicle  of  thefe  commendations.  At 
any  rate,  if  the  editor  of  the  Salem  Gazette  mult  re 
gale  us  with  this  "  handfome  tribute  of  editorial  merit" 
he  fhould  have  forborne  to  accompany  it  with  an  eu- 
logium  on  the  paper  .from  whence  this  tribute  was 
taken  :  for  though  one  good  turn  may,  and  certainly 
does,  deferve  another ;  though  the  mountebank  doc 
tor  claps  the  clown  on  the  back,  and  the  clown  claps 
the  doctor,  every  fpeclator  of  common  fenfe,  though 
he  laughs  at  their  tricks,  defpifes  them  both. 

TJieophilanthropifts.—"  A  fociety,"  fays  a  late  French 
paper,  "  has  lately  been  formed  in  Paris,  which  every 
friend  to  morality  muft  regard  with  pleafure.  It  is 
called  the  fociety  of  Thcophilanthropijis,  or  Worjhip- 
fers  of  God  and  Friends  of  Man.  They  regularly  ob- 
ferve  the  fabbath  on  every  feventh  day,  correfpond- 
ing  to  Sunday,  giving  the  title  of  Moral  and  Religious 
Festivals  to  their  general  meetings,  which  take  place 
on  this  day  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  Their 
exercifes  coniift  in  reading  and  fpeaking,  interfperfed 
with  iinging.  The  principles  and  forms  adopted  by 
this  inftitution  are  fuch,  that  it  cannot  be  confidered 
as  an  exclufive  religious  feel :  its  object  is  to  recall 
to  the  praclice  of  religious  worfhip  thofe  who  are 
now  attached  to  no  particular  form ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  its  exercifes  may  be  obferved  as  moral  practices 
by  the  difciples  of  all  religions.  This  fociety  does 
not  pretend  to  eftablifh  a  particular  feel:,  neither  ab 
juring  nor  oppofing  the  principles  of  any  other* 
They  have  no  rites,  no  priefthood.  Their  delign  is 
to  bring  forward  no  opinion  but  what  may  fuit  the 

moral 
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moral  and  religious  opinion  of  every  country.  It  i5 
the  ealier  for  them  to  keep  within  thefe  bounds,  as 
their  tenets  are  fucb,  that  every  one  mu(t  agree  in  their 
morality;  fuch  as  can  occafion  no  feclarian  difputesj 
and  the  name  they  have  affumed  comprehending  the 
two  principal  obj eels  of  every  feel,  their  duty  to  God 
and  their  fellow- men. — A  fecond  fociety  is  formed 
on  the  fame  principles,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
days  of  worfhip  are  celebrated  on  the  decades,  on 
every  tenth  day,  at  the  fame  place  and  hour  with 
the  former  *." 

MONDAY,  7th  AUGUST. 

French  Character,  Principles*  and  Views :  by  afoutJiern 
Gentleman. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  Gentleman  in 
the  fouthward,  to  his  friend  in  this  city,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  latter  having  fent  him  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Harper's  pamphlet. 
DEAR  SIR., 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  mark  of 
your  remembrance,  which  you  have  been  kind 
enough  to  fend  me.  I  have  read  it  with  much  plea- 
fure,  and  am  glad  to  fee  fuch  a  collection  of  intereft- 
ing  information  fo  well  commented  upon.  1  only 
hope  it  will  be  as  extenlively  circulated.  I  feel  great 
fatisfadtion  in  being  able  to  fay,  that  I  agree  with  the 
author  moft  perfectly  in  his  opinions  of  French 
views  and  French  principles,  and  the  neceffity  of 
refilling  French  infolence  and  encroachments.  It 
is  truly  ridiculous  to  hear  them  fHll  talking  of  their 

*  French  piety  is  of  a  very  convenient  kind.  They  laid  it  by 
while  they  butchered  airthe  valuable  part  of  the  nation,  and  let 
loofe  the  ragamuffins  of  other  nations  to  imitate  their  example  ; 
but  now  the  rafcals  have  acquired  fome  plunder  (for  this  hypocri 
tical  pretence  about  religion  is  a  mere  political  trick)  ;  now  they 
want  to  preferve  what  they  have  ftolen,  they  are  endeavouring  to 
re-humanize  the  i'avages  that  furrcund  them. 

generofity?; 
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generality,  and  our  obligations,  while  the  only 
Frenchman  perhaps  who  efTentially  promoted  the 
eftablifhment  of  American  independence,  was  Mr. 
De  GrafTe,  the  day  on  which  he  broke  his  inftruc- 
tions  and  hazarded  an  engagement  with  Admiral 
Rodney.  That  defeat  humbled  the  pride,  exhaufled 
the  refourccs,  and  lowered  the  pretenlions  of  France  ; 
and  that  alone,  perhaps,  was  the  means  of  refcuing 
us  from  the  common  fate  of  thofe  nations  who  have 
been  under  the  neceflity  of  calling  in  the  aiftllance 
of  others  more  powerful  than  themfclves.  The  abo 
minable  duplicity,  difiimulation,  and  treachery  of 
France,  under  the  prefent  as  well  as  under  the  an 
cient  regime,  authorize  any  opinion  of  enormity 
which  the  mpfl  heated  imagination  can  impute  to 
Ihem  ;  and  nothing  but  the  demon  of  facYion,  or 
Ihe  imperfedtion,  and  prefumption,  and  infatuation  of 
human  nature,  could  have  obtained  for  that  horde 
of  aflaffins  and  plunderers  any  fort  of  regard  or  re- 
fpect  among  us.  I  confefs,  however,  that  my  de- 
teftation  of  the  French  has  not  arifen  quite  fo  much 
from  their  particular  treatment  of  us,  as  from  the  ge 
neral  tenour  of  their  conduct  towards  other  nations, 
and  towards  the  individuals  of  their  o\vn  nation. 

That  which  is  common  to  all,  is  not  excluiivcly 
criminal  in  any  ;  and  I  feel  no  more  for  French  than 
for  Britifh,  or  Dutch,  or  Spanilh,  or  Algerine  fpo- 
liations :  but  of  the  French  I  have  the  greater!  de- 
teflation,  becaufe  I  have  the  word'  opinion  of  their 
national  character.  The  French  imagine  themfelves 
to  be  a  mild  and  humane  people,  gay  in  profperity, 
and  philosophers  under  affliction  ;  that  is,  they  have 
their  full  fhare  of  human  vanity,  joined,  perhaps, 
to  good  animal  fpirits  ;  but  thofe  who  have  no  feel 
ing  for  themfelves,  how  can  they  feel  for  others  ? 
Bciides,  we  have  the  confeilion  of  one  of  the  mofl 
prejudiced  of  their  countrymen,  that  "  there  is  not 
fo  ferocious  a  nation  as  the  French,"  "  that  the  true 

VOL.  vi.  c  c  French 
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French  national  character  is  a  mixture  of  the  tiger 
and  the  monkey  ;  fometimes  the  monkey  is  upper- 
moft,  and  fometimes  the  tiger."  And  from  the  hor 
rors  of  the  St.  Barthelemi ;  the  repeated  devaftations 
of  the  Palatinate  ;  the  dreadful  cruelties  in  the  vil 
lage  of  Booergrove  in  Holland,  and  in  the  neighbour 
hood  of  Londonderry  in  Ireland;  their  fanguinary 
and  mercilefs  fpirit  in  all  their  civil  wars,  down  io 
the  long  lift  of  atrocities  during  the  prefent  revolu 
tion  :  from  all  thefe  we  may  conclude,  that  they  have 
110  more  idea  of  humanity  than  a  tiger,  who  fpares 
only  what  he  cannot  overtake;  and  no  more  idea  of 
liberty  than  a  monkey,  who  fees  no  other  ufe  of  it 
than  to  wafle  and  to  defiroy.  All  nations  indeed 
are  not  fit  for  the  ludden  poffeffion  of  freedom,  and 
all,  or  almofl  all,  have,  I  fuppofe,  been  occafionally 
cruel ;  fome  from  fuperftition,  fome  from  jealoufy, 
ibme  for  mercantile  profit,  and  the  red  for  plunder  : 
but  the  French  are  cruel  for  the  love  of  cruelty.  If 
the  confinement  of  individuals  be  juft  and  neceffary, 
let  them  be  confined  ;  if  their  deaths  be  juft  and 
neceffary,  let  them  die  ;  but  the  wound  which  mufl 
be  inflicled,  let  us  infiicl  with  regret,  and  the  mifer- 
able  victim  \vhom  we  are  obliged  to  execute,  let  us 
treat  with  gentlenefs.  Let  us  endeavour  to  alleviate 
what  we  cannot  avert ;  and  let  us  give  way  to  the 
angry  paffions,  and  let.  us  reitrain  the  offices  of  hu 
manity,  no  farther  than  may  be  abfolutely  neceffary, 
When  a  young  officer  advances  to  furrender,  and 
offers  up  his  fword,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  refufe  him 
quarter;  but  who,  except  Frenchmen,  would  think 
of  railing  his  expectations  of  life  by  affecled  affurances 
of  the  mo  it  profound  refpecl,  and  the  greater!  poifible 
clefire  of  obliging,  in  order  to  have  the  malicious 
plea fu re  of  dafhing  thofc  hopes,  and  of  increafing 
the  titter  of  the  whole  troop  at  his  death,  by  his 
agonies  of  furprife  and  difappointment  ?  Who  but 
a  French  General  would  boaft,  as  the  Duke  of  Lux 
embourg 


AUGUST,  1.797- 

embourg  .did  in  1672,  that  the  dcfencelefs  and  un- 
refifting  villages  which  he  wrapt  in  flames,  made  des 
nobles  feux  de  joie  ?  Who  would  exult  that  they  had 
thefe  nolle  s  feux  de  joie  every  day  as  regularly  as  the, 
returns  of  an  ague  ?  What  Legiflature  of  the  prefent 
age  but  that  of  France,  would  think  of  pafling  a 
decree,  de  gaiete  de  cceur,  to  forbid  giving  quarter  to  a 
vanquifhed  enemy  ?  Who  but  they  would  keep  pri- 
foners  in  a  itate  of  prolonged  ftarvation,  and  make 
them  fing  merry  fongs  upon  the  advantages  of  living 
a  la  gamelle  ?  Who  elte  would  imagine  the  bleed 
ing  the  condemned  before  they  were  led  to  execution, 
in  order  to  deject  them  by  the  lofs  of  animal  fpirits, 
that  the  dread  of  death  may  be  increafed  and  embit 
tered,  and  that  a  relief  may  be  given  to  the  amufe- 
ment  of  the  fpeclacle  ?  Who  but  they  would  drown 
children  between  a  man  and  a  woman,  that  they 
might  give  it  a  ludicrous  appellation  of  a  marriage  ? 
Who  but  they  would  fuffer  the  headlefs  bodies  of  the 
women  whom  they  had  juft  executed,  to  be  fhoved 
fhoulders  foremoft  from  the  fcaffold  into  the  cart,  in 
order  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  joking  u,  >n  the 
indecent  appearance  made  by  their  reverfed  limbs,  in 
the  laft  convulfions  ?  Who  but  Frenchmen,  after 
violating  the  lifters,  and  daughters,  and  wives  that 
were  attending  their  wounded  relations  in  an  hofpital— 
who  but  Frenchmen  would  think  of  amufing  thcm- 
felves  with  the  horrid  arrachemens  des  foils,  until  in- 
fulted,  and  outraged,  and  tortured  nature  begged  for 
death  as  a  bleffing  ?  No — French  principles,  and 
French  views  of  aggrandizement,  and  French  fpolia- 
tions,  are  nothing  in  comparifon  of  all  this ;  they 
may  be  dreadful,  but  they  are  incident  to  humanity  ; 
they  are  to  be  guarded  againft  or  refifted  :  but  what 
J  complain  of,  what  I  abhor  and  deleft  in  the  French 
national  character  is,  that  mixture  of  levity  and  fero- 
cioufnefs,  of  merriment  and  barbarity,  and  that  fa^ 
cility  of  committing  the  moft  enormous  excefles,  with 
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a  laugh  or  a  fneer,  or  a  fool -born  jefh  I  am  very 
far  from  imagining  that  all  Frenchmen  are  of  this 
flamp ;  the  little  that  I  know  of  their  hiftory  convinces 
me  that  they  are  not ;  and  feveral  with  whom  I  have 
been  perfonally  acquainted,  I  have,  with  all  my  pre 
judices  again ii  their  nation,  reflected,  efleemed,  and 
loved  ;  and  I  have  always  been  taught  to  confider  the 
vietix  militaire  Francois  as  one  of  the  beft  and  moft 
refpeclable  characters  among  men  ;  nor  do  I  imagine 
it  of  much  confequence,  when  our  heads  are  off, 
whether  the  fpectators  laugh  or  cr}%  or  whether  \ve 
are  fhoved  fhoulders  foremoft  or  feet  foremoii  into 
the  cart ;  but  to  a  woman  of  any  decency,  death  it- 
felf  muft  be  lefs  painful  than  that  anticipation  of  the 
manner,  in  which  fhe  knows  fhe  is  to  be  expofed  im 
mediately  afterwards ;  and  what  veftige  of  human 
kindnefs  can  remain  in  hearts  capable  of  laughing 
and  jefting  at  the  miferies  of  others  ?  The  meafure 
of  injuries  may  be  afcertained  between  nations  as  be 
tween  individuals,  but  the  meafure  of  infults  never 
can.  You  may  be  able  to  tell  how  many  fhips, 
and  brigs,  and  ichooners  have  been  taken,  and  the 
value  of  their  cargoes,  and  the  quantum  of  mercan 
tile  profit,  and  the  whole  may  be  reimburfed  ;  but 
what  payment  or  what  profit  can  fatisfy  an  invafion 
of  your  fovereignty,  an  impeachment  of  your  honour 
and  honefty,  and  an  iufolent  demand  upon  you  to 
defcend  from  that  equal  flation  among  tvhe  nations  of 
the  earth,  to  which  nature,  and  nature's  God,  entitle 
yon  ?  There  is  always  too  fome  excufe  for  an  injury  ; 
it  may  be  greatly  convenient,  or  it  may  be  laid  tg  be 
fb ;  but  an  intuit  can  never  be  excufed,  becaufe  it 
never  can  be  irfeful.  Mr.  Pinekney  might  have  been 
difrniffed  by  the  Directory,  without  their  availing 
themfelves  of  an  obfolete  idiom  of  their  language, 
in  order  to  addrefs  him  by  an  offeniive  appellation, 
and  without  threatening  him  with  their  police. 

French 
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French  Generofity. — Baltimore,  Auguft  4, — Moft 
agreeable — if  true. — From  the  Norfolk  Herald  of 
July  29. — Yeflerday  arrived  the  fchooner  William, 
Captain  Linnel,  from  Granada,  which  place  he  left 
the  4th  of  July,  in  company  with  the  fchooner 
Nancy,  Palmer,  of  and  from  New-London.  On  the 
9th  inltant,  while  in  company  with  the  above  fchoo 
ner,  about  iix  leagues  eaft  of  St.  Croix,  was  brought 
to  by  two  French  privateers,  which  had  left  Guada- 
loupe  the  day  before  on  a  cruife  ;  they  fent  their  boats 
alongfide  the  two  fchooners,  and  carried  the  two 
captains,  with  their  papers  and  letters,  on  board  the 
privateers ;  after  examining  them,  they  told  them 
that  they  had  particular  orders  not  to  flop  or  difturb 
any  American  veflel,  and  were  very  forry  they  had 
put  them  out  of  their  courfe,  and  treated  them  with 
every  civility.  One  of  the  French  failors  that  came 
on  board  the  William  had  taken  a  fmall  pig,  and 
was  carrying  it  away,  but  the  Captain  of  the  priva 
teer  ordered  him  to  return  it,  and  threatened  to  pu- 
nifh  him  feverely  if  he  did  the  like  again.  On 
fearching  the  William  they  found  fix  hundred  dollars, 
which  the  mate  had  in  his  care  ;  on  which  they  ob- 
ferved  that  there  was  no  need  to  hide  it,  as  they 
fhould  take  nothing  without  it  appeared  to  be  Eng- 
lifh  property.  One  of  the  privateers  was  a  floop  or 
cutter,  mounting  fourteen  lix-poundcrs  and  120 
jnen  ;the  other  was  a  fhip  of  twenty-two  fix-pound 
ers  and  191  men.  They  informed  they  were  cruif- 
ing  for  the  English  convoy  that  was  to  leave  the 
Weft  Indies  by  the  24th  iniiant.  While  Captain 
Linnel  was  on  board  the  cutter,  fhe  carried  away  her 
main  boom,  and  bore  away  for  Porto  Rico*. 

Bijhop 


*  This  I  take  to  be  a  lure  to  inveigle  the  Americans  from  home, 
and  to  induce  them  to  fail  from  the  Weft  Indies  without  convoy. 
The  plundering  villains  had  been  ordered  to  let  a  veflel  or  two  of 
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El/hop  of  New-  YorL—A  New- York  paper  fays, 
that  a  complete  fet  of  bells  for  Trinity  church  has 
been  received  by  the  Favourite,  Captain  Drum- 
mond,  from  London.  The  bells  are  eight  in  num 
ber,  with  the  fixtures  complete  of  frames,  wheels, 
ropes,  &c.  The  largeft  weighs  upwards  of  24oolb. 
being  much  heavier  than  any  other  in  the  city.  Mr. 
Rice,  formerly  organift  of  Trinity  church,  and  well 
known  for  his  muncai  ikill,  who  has  interelted  him- 
felf  in  feeing  them  properly  executed,  writes  that  he 
has  heard  them  rung,  and  finds  the  found  entirely 
harmonious  ;  he  adds,  that  the  frames,  being  of  the 
beft  Englifh  oak,  will  laft  feveral  hundred  years 
without  the  leaft  decay  *. 

TUKSDAY,  8th  AUGUST. 

French  Craft, — A  member  of  the  French  Divan  has 
propofed,  that  the  Square  of  ihe  Revolution,  at  Paris, 

little  value  efcape,  that  the  report  might  fpread  through  the  conti 
nent,  and  bring  them  better  prey.  It  was,  as  they  call  it,  donncr 
vn  ceuf  pour  avoir  un  Iceuf,  or,  in  the  language  of  Chriftians,  tbroiv- 
Ing  afprat  to  catch  a  herring* — Their  hook  is  out ;  they  are  now 
angling  in  all  our  bays ;  nor  have  I  the  leaft  doubt  that  the  credu 
lity  of  our  good  merchants  will  foon  furnifli  them  with  charming 
fport. 

The  way  in  which  this  news  is  announced,  is,  among  thoufands 
of  others,  a  mark  of  that  tameneis  of  fpirit  that  has  taken  poflef- 
iion  of  the  country.  What  does  it  amount  to  if  true  ?  That  an 
American  veflel  has  efcaped  being  plundered  on  the  high  feas, 
though  met  by  a  French  privateer.  Moft  agreeable  and  moft  won 
derful  news  indeed ! — When  a  dozen  or  twenty  of  our  veflels  ar 
rive  in  fafety  under  convoy  of  Britifljjbips  of^var^  the  news  is  never 
announced  as  "  agreeable-"  but,  if  a  raically  French  privateer 
fpares  a  lingle  veflel,  it  is  immediately  trumpeted  forth  as  tidings 
that  ought  to  gladden  every  heart. 

*  As  thefe  bells  are  hung  on  the  beft  Engtijb  oak,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Right  Rev.  Father  in  God,  the  Bifhop  of  New-York, 
will  never  give  his  fpecial  permiflion  for  them  to  be  rung  in  cele 
bration  of  the  victories  of  the  French  atheifts  (particularly  on.  a 
^  as  he  did  in  1794. 

where 
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where  the  guillotine  flood,  and  where  upwards  of 
a  hundred  heads  were  chopped  off  daily  for  feveral 
months,  fhould  now  take  the  name  of  the  Square  of 
Peace;  and  that  a  monument  to  the  armies  fhould  be 
creeled  in  the  middle  of  it,  in  order,  faid  he,  "  to 
cover  the  crimes  of  the  revolution  -with  our  military 
glory" — PASTORET,  the  fellow  who  made  this  pro- 
pofition,  is  a  cunning  fcoundrel ;  but  he  and  his 
blackguard  colleagues  are  very  much  miftaken  if 
they  think  to  blind  the  prefent  or  the  future  genera 
tion  by  the  erection  of  a  monument  or  the  nick 
naming  of  a  fquare.  The  page  of  their  hiftory  they 
have  for  ever  ftained  ;  they  have  tieeped  it  in  human 
gore,  and  it  will  ftare  their  poflerity  in  the  face,  and 
render  the  name  of  Frenchman  fynonymous  with 
that  of  murderer  as  long  as  the  name  ihall  be  in  ufe 
among  the  nations. — And  as  to  their  ce  military  glory" 
trifling  indeed  mud  be  the  crimes  that  that  would 
cover.  Their  victories  have,  in  no  one  inflance,  been 
the  fruit  of  either  their  valour  or  their  fortitude,  but 
of  terror  at  home  and  corruption  abroad. 

Impartiality .-*- Nobody  will  forget  the  outcry 
raifed  by  certain  gazettes  and  their  fupporters  againli 
the  Britifh  Minifler,  on  account  of  Blount's  affair, 
which  however  he  difcouraged  when  it  was  mention 
ed  to  him,  nor  is  there  a  fhadow  of  evidence  to  fhow 
that  he  had  any  concern  in  it.  Neither  will  it  be 
forgotten  that  thofe.are  the  fame  perfons,  and  the 
fame  papers,  whereby  Genet  was  formerly  vindicated 
in  his  open  and  well-proved  attempts  to  raife  an  army 
in  our  territory,  and  the  Executive  loaded  withabufe 
for  having  oppofed  him.  On  a  recent  occalion  the 
like  laudable  impartiality  has  been  manifefted.  From 
the  confeffion  of  M'Lean,  lately  convicted  of  trea- 
fon  in  Canada,  it  appears  that  he  was  furnifhed  with 
a  certificate  from  Mr.  Adet,  which  he  carried  con 
cealed  in  his  fhoe  :  but  this  ftrong  appearance  of  con- 

c  c  4  nexion 
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nexion  between  a  French  Minilter  here,  and  a  citi 
zen  of  this  country  employed  in  exciting  infurrec- 
tion  among  our  neighbours,  has  efcaped  the  ani- 
madverfions,  and  even  the  obfervation,  of  thofe 
watchful  guardians  of  our  neutrality. 

Colt. — It  will  be  long  recollecled  that  Mr.  Coit 
ac"led  the  part  of  a  Marplot  in  the  congreffional 
farce,  with  which  we  were  entertained  fome  time 
ago.  In  confequence  of  his  excellent  performance, 
the  French  papers  at  Bofton  (the  Chronicle  in  parti 
cular),  larded  him  on  his  return,  with  a  great  deal  of 
well-defer-ved  praife.  But  it  feems  that  Mr.  Coif, 
inttead  of  deriving  fatisfaclion  from  this  public  ac 
knowledgment  of  his  attachment  to  the  French,  was 
very  much  offended  at  it,  and  that  he  aclually  fent 
the  editors  of  the  paper  called  the  Chronicle  the 
following  molt  ludicrous  card  : 

"  Mr.  Coit  prefents  his  compliments  to  Meffrs. 
cc  Adams  and  Larkin,  and  apprehending  that  a  cor- 
*•  refpondent  of  theirs  under  the  fignature  of (  Mid- 
"  dleiex,'  in  the  Chronicle  of  the  3d  inft.  has  much 
"  miflaken  Mr.  C.'s  chara&er  and  principles — and 
"  that  any  correipondent  of  theirs  who  may  be  dif- 
"  pofed  to  make  honourable  mention  of  him,  will 
"  be  under  the  likemiflake — takes  the  liberty  to  beg 
"  the  favour  of  MefTrs.  A.  and  L.  that  they  will  not 
"  again  publifh  any  culogium  on  him.  And  wifti- 
"  ing  to  remove  any  miitaken  impreilions,  which 
*'  the  publication  alluded  to  may  have  made,  Mr. 
"  C.  further  ailcs  as  a  favour  of  the  editors  of  the 
"  Chronicle,  that  they  will  be  fo  obliging  as  to  pub- 
"  lifh  this  note*." 

SpanlJJi 


*  The  ridiculous  embarraflment  that  this  gentleman's  equivocal 
conduct  (to  give  it  the  mildeit  epithet)  has  brought  him  into,  ought 
to  be  a  ]  rotitable  leflba  to  all  trimmers.  The  poor  man  might  as 

well 
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Spanijh  Minifter  and  old  M'Kcan. — It  is  faid  that 
Genet  is  in  the  city  incog,  and  it  is  generally  fuppofed 
that  he  has  been  invited  hither  as  chamber  counfel- 
lor  for  the  Spanifh  Minifter,  in  his  profecution  of  P. 
Porcupine,  which  we  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  our 
readers  is  in  a  fair  way  of  coming  to  a  head. 

The  little  Don,  we  are  informed,  has,  for  fome 
time  part,  been  extremely  affiduous  in  his  addrefTes 
to  Mifs  M'Kean,  the  amiable  daughter  of  poor  Penn- 
fylvania's  Chief  Juftice. — What  were  his  motives  in 
commencing  this  fuit  we  ihall  leave  our  readers  to 
divine. 

A  queflion  for  lawyers. — Is  it  poffible  for  a  man  to 
write  a  libel  on  a  monkev,  though  that  monkey  be  the 
tool  of  a  baboon  ? 


WEDNESDAY,  9th  AUGUST. 

Civ  is"  s  Remarks  on  Monroe's  Letter  to  Mr.  Picker 
ing. — The  angry  Ex-minifter  to  France,  Monroe,  has 
made  a  new  difcovery  in  ourconftitution  ;  that  a  dif- 
placcd  officer  is  to  be  coniidered  in  the  light  of  an  in 
jured  party,  entitled  to  redrefs. 

Firft,  How  is  he  injured?  The  Executive,  exer- 
ciling  its  undoubted  conftitutional  powers,  has  dif- 
placed  him.  Why  ?  Becaufe  it  thought  him  unfit 
for  the  place.  Who  was  to  judge  of  this  ?  The 
Executive  folely.  And  on  what  was  its  judgment  to 
be  founded  ?  On  reafons  of  which  it  ought  to  be  the 
fole  judge:  for  the  conftitution  docs  not  fay  that  of 
ficers  fhall  be  removed  by  the  Executive  for  fuch  and 

well  have  accepted  of  the  eulogium  of  the  fans-culottes,  for  he  may 
be  affured  he'll  never  be  honoured  with  one  from  a  federal  pen.  It 
imift  not  be  forgotten  that  he  was  not  always  fo  modeft  as  at  pre- 
ient.  While  at  Philadelphia  he  fnufted  up  the  filthy  incenfe  of 
Bache  and  the  O'Careys,  without  expreffing  the  lead  diflike  to  it. 
The  northern  air  has,  I  fuppofe,  operated  a  refinement  in  hi» 
fmelling  faculties. 

fuch 
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fuch  caufes,  or  on  convidion  of  fuch  and  fuch  of 
fences  ;  but  at  its  pleafare.  The  Executive,  there 
fore,  having  exerciled  in  the  cafe  of  Monroe  its  con- 
iiitutional  power  and  difcretion,  and  no  more,  has 
done  him  no  injury.  As  well  might  a  man  convict 
ed  by  a  jury  of  a  crime,  complain  of  injury,  becaufe, 
purfuing  their  confiitutional  powers  of  deciding  upon 
the  credibility  of  teftimony,  they  had  found  him 
guilty  :  they  anfwer,  Becaufe  we  believed  the  tefti 
mony.  But  it  was  not  worthy  of  belief ;  Of  that, 
they  reply,  we  were  to  judge. 

As  well  might  a  man  who  folicits  an  office,  and 
is  refufed,  complain,  and  demand  the  reafon.  The 
anfwer  is,  that  he  was  thought  an  improper  perfon  ; 
but,  fays  he,  I  am  not  improper;  you  do  me  injuf- 
tice,  and  I  claim  a  difcuffion  before  the  public,  which 
will  fhow  me  more  favour.  The  Executive  replies, 
I  am  to  judge  of  your  fitnefs,  not  the  public,  and  it 
is  enough  that  I  do  not  think  you  fit. 

Since  the  Executive  and  not  the  public  is  refpon- 
fible  for  the  conduct  of  officers,  the  conftitution 
has  wifely  provided  that  the  Executive  and  not  the 
public  fhould  judge  of  their  qualifications.  It  has 
indeed,  by  the  power  of  impeachment,  given  the  other 
two  branches  the  means  of  removing  an  unworthy 
officer  whom  the  Preiident  might  attempt  to  retain 
in  his  place,  but  no  where  has  it  given  to  any  man, 
or  number  of  men,  the  means  of  keeping  an  officer 
in  place  againft  the  will  of  the  Executive. 

If  it  were  allowable  to  jeft  on  fo  ferious  a  fubjcclv, 
one  might  very  aptly  compare  Mr.  Monroe's  con- 
duel  to  that  of  a  man,  who,  being  diicarded  or  re 
fufed  by  a  lady,  fhould  infifl  on  knowing  her  rea- 
fons.  She  would  fay,  I  do  not  like  you  ;  I  do  not 
think  you  a  proper  perfon  to  be  my  hufband.  So  the 
Executive  fays  to  Mr.  Monroe,  It  was  my  pleafure 
to  remove  you,  becaufe  I  did  not  think  you  a  fit  per 
to  remain  as  Minister  of  France.  I  once  did 
i  think 
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think  you  fit,  and  appointed  you,  but  I  was  de 
ceived,  and,  finding  my  miftake,  I  remove  you. 

This,  man's  conduct  reminds  one  of  the  ftory  told 
of  Swift,  from  whom  Doctor  Fell  infilled  on  know 
ing  the  reafon  why  Swift  declined  his  acquaintance. 
The  Dean  anfwered, 

I  do  not  like  you,  Do£tor  Fell, 
The  reafon  why  I  need  not  tell, 
But  I  don't  like  you,  Dodor  Fell. 

In  the  fecond  place,  why  has  not  this  difcovery 
been  made  fooner  ?  Other  officers  have  .been  re 
moved  before  Mr.  Monroe,  and  yet  nobody  heard  of 
their  complaints.  Whatever  refentment  they  might 
have  felt,  and  no  doubt  they  all  believed  themfelves 
as  much  injured  as  Mr.  Monroe  believes,  himfelf,  yet 
they  had  fenfe  and  modeily  enough  to  hold  their 
tongues.  When  this  man's  predecefTor,  Mr.  Mor 
ris,  was  removed,  no  reafon  was  ever  afked  or  af- 
ligned. 

Mr.  Short  was  removed  from  Madrid,  but  nothing 
has  been  faid  about  reafons.  Two  collectors  of  the 
cufloms  have  lately  been  removed  from  very  lucra 
tive  places,  but  no  demand  or  account  of  reafons. 
Hitherto  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  in  this  re- 
fpe6l  have  been  understood  and  fubmitted  to  ;  but  no 
fooner  does  a  removal  fall  upon  one  of  that  turbu 
lent  feel:,  vvhofe  conflant  maxim  it  is  to  make  all  law, 
order,  and  principle,  bend  to  their  own  perfonal  gra 
tification  or  advantage,  than  an  outcry  is  raifed,  and 
the  old  changes  all  rung  about  defpotiim  and  arbi 
trary  power.  Condemned  criminals  complain  of  the 
defpotifm  of  juries  ;  Jacobins  complain  of  the  defpot 
ifm  of  laws :  rioters  and  drunken  vagabonds  com 
plain  of  the  defpotifm  of  the  police  ;  and  for  the  fame 
reafon  it  is  natural  to  hear  officers,  difplaced  for  their 
incapacity  or  mifconducl,  complain  of  the  defpotifm 
of  Admin iftration.  It  was  referved  however  for  the 
vanity  and  turbulent  indifcretion  of  this  man  to  make 

the 
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the  complaint  in  the  newfpapers.  He  has  indeed 
one  example  in  his  favour,  that  of  Doctor  Romayne, 
•who  has  lately  publilhed  bitter  complaints  againft  the 
defpotifm  of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
atives,  which,  in  purfuance  to  its  inftrudlions  and 
authority,  fent  for  him  and  his  papers  to  be  examined 
as  to  a  confpiracy  wherein  he  evidently  appeared  to 
be  an  accomplice. 

It  is  to  be  aiked  in  the  third  place,  what  end  Mr. 
Monroe  propofes  to  himfelf  in  thisbufinefs  ?  Is  it  to 
juftify  his  own  conduct  ?  If  fo,  the  object  might 
have  been  effected  without  a  quarrel  with  the  Admi- 
niftration.  He  knew  what  his  conduct  had  been,  and 
might  explain  it ;  and  fhould  a  recurrence  to  his  cor- 
refpondence  be  neceffary,  thatj  we  fee,  is  allowed  to 
him.  Was  it  to  fhow  that  the  Executive  had  acted 
improperly  towards  him  ?  Still  that  might  be  done 
without  an  altercation,  without  demanding  the  rea- 
fon  of  his  recall.  If  he  has  been  ill  treated,  it  muft 
have  been  by  fome  particular  act;  let  him  explain 
that  act.  If  the  ill  treatment  coniifted  in  his  recall, 
let  him  fhow  that  there  was  no  good  reafon  for  his 
recall,  which  may  be  done  by  ftatinghis  conduct  and 
his  correfpondence.  Since  the  Executive  has  thought 
fit  to  recall  him,  the prefumption  is,  that  they  had 
iufiicient  reafons  for  doing  fo,  and  he  mu(i  prove  the 
contrary  if  he  willies  to  inculpate  them,  or  vindicate 
himfelf. 

Finally,  is  it  the  object  of  all  this  buflle  to  arraign 
the  general  fyfiem  of  foreign  relations  adopted  by  the 
Adminiftration,  and  fanctioned  by  Congrefs?  If  fo,  it 
is  a  public  queftion  with  which  the  recall  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  or  the  reafons  for  it,  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  fa  els  are  public  and  generally  known,  and  the 
documents  are  in  the  hands  of  every  body,  except 
fuch  as  Mr.  Monroe  may  fuppofe  to  cxift  in  his  un- 
publifhcd  correfpondence,  to  which  it  appears  he 
was  moil  readily  allowed  acceis.  He  has  moreover 
2  informed 
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informed  us,  that,  without  hearing  the  reafons  of  his 
recall,  he  had  refolved  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion  on 
this  fubjecl". 

He  has,  indeed,  pretended  to  lay  great  ftrefs  on 
the  communication  of  thofe  reafons ;  but  with  that 
inconfiftency  into  which  men  of  great  vanity  and 
little  fenfe  are  perpetually  betrayed,  he  tells  us  him- 
felf  that  he  did  not  want  to  know  them,  being  al 
ready  well  apprized  what  they  were.  If  he  knew 
them  himfelf,  why  demand  a  difclofure  from  the 
Executive  ?  If  he  thought  it  important  for  the  public 
to  know  them,  why  does  he  not,  porTefJing,  as  he 
lays,  that  knowledge  himfelf,  explain  them  to  the 
public  ? 

His  conduct  is  marked  with  the  extremed  folly  in 
another  particular.  He  was  recalled  by  the  former 
Prefident,  who  is  now  out  of  office,  and  from  whole 
fucccfTpr  he  demands  the  reafons  of  the  recall.  The 
fueceffor  can  know  nothing  about  it  personally* 
The  Secretary  of  State  firft  declining,  for  the  molt 
convincing  reafons,  to  enter  into  any  official  explana 
tions  on  that  fubjecl,  offers  however  to  ftate  as  a  pri 
vate  individual  the  reafons  which  had  induced  him  to 
advifc  the  recall ;  his  colleagues  make  the  fame  offer  : 
now  it  is  manifeit  that  in  this  cafe  nothing  more 
could  poffibly  be  done.  The  Prefident  was  not 
bound  to  follow  the  advice  of  thefe  gentlemen,  nor 
to  inform  them  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  finally 
made  his  determination.  He  heard  their  reafons, 
weighed  them,  and  refolved  according  to  the  refult 
of  his  own  reflections.  The  Secretary  of  State  could 
know  only  this  refult,  and  the  reafons  for  that  advice 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  had  given  ;  but  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Prefident  finally  decided  re 
mained  in  his  own  breafl ;  or,  if  communicated  to 
them,  were  communicated  merely  as  matters  of  pri 
vate  confidence,  as  they  might  have  been  to  any 
pther  individuals.  Thefe  gentlemen  therefore  have 

offered 
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offered  Mr.  Monroe  all  the  information  which  it  is 
poffible  for  them  to  give  ;  if  he  wants  more  he  fhould 
go  to  General  Wafhington,  who  alone  can  anfwer 
for  the  private  reafons  which  guided  his  own  deter 
mination.  Yet  this  Mr.  Monroe,  after  all  his  cla 
mour  about  reafons,  poiitively  refufes  to  accept,  and 
abules  them  becaufe  they  do  not  give  more. 

Yet  if  he  really  vviihed  to  fatisfy  either  himfelf  or 
the  public  about  the  reafons  of  his  recall,  if  he  really 
wifhed  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  himfelf,  or 
ihowing  that  the  Adminiftration  had  acted  on  im 
proper  grounds,  it  is  manifefl  that  this  information 
would  fully  anfwer  his  purpofe ;  for  although  the 
reafons  whereby  thofe  gentlemen  fupported  their  ad 
vice  to  the  President,  could  not  be  ftated  officially 
and  positively  by  them  as  the  grounds  on  which  he 
acled,  no  perlbns  would  doubt  that  they  were  fo  in 
fact:.  The  public  would  no  doubt  confider  them  as 
the  reafons  for  Mr.  Monroe's  recall,  and  he  might  im 
mediately  fet  about  refuting  them. 

This  however  is  mofl  evidently  foreign  from  his 
purpofe.  He  wifhes  to  a 61  a  part ;  to  make  a  buftle 
and  figure  on  the  political  theatre ;  to  hold  himfelf 
up  as  a  martyr  to  popular  principles,  and  the  popular 
caufe ;  to  enter  into  a  conteft  with  the  Adminiftra- 
tion,  and  become  the  champion,  perhaps  the  leader 
of  a  party,  which  he  vainly  and  foolifhly  imagines 
himfelf  able  effectually  to  ferve.  If  he  fought  onjy 
his  own  j  unification  he  would  take  a  different  courfe. 
If  he  vviihed  to  point  out  errors  in  policy,  for  public 
information  arid  benefit,  ft  ill  his  courfe  would  be 
different.  He  intends  to  become  not  the  Hambden 
cf  his  country,  for  then  he  would  a6t  like  Hambden  ; 
buttheWilkes  of  his  party  ;  and  accordingly  he  pur- 
fues  the  fieps  of  Wilkes,  without  having  fuch  firm 

f round  to  tread  on.     His   friends,  however,  if  he 
as  any  who  poffefs  more  referve  and  difcernment 
than  himfelf,  with  fome  fhare  of  candour,  will  in 
form 


AUGUST,  1797-  399 

form  him  that  he  falls  infinitely  fliort  of  Wilkes  in 
the  talents  of  a  demagogue  ;  and  from  a  little  read 
ing  he  may  learn  that  Wilkes,  with  all  his  talents, 
though  he  got  a  place,  has  funk  into  univerfal  con 
tempt  through  his" factious,  turbulent,  and  unprin 
cipled  conduct.  Civis. 

Genoa. — Paris,  June  i .  The  Executive  Directory 
received  yefterday,  by  an  extraordinary  courier,  di£- 
patches  from  Citizen  Faypoult,  Minifter  of  the  Re 
public  at  Genoa,  which  ftate,  that  at  the  moment 
of  the  courier's  leaving  that  place  the  city  was  the 
theatre  of  a  fanguinary  revolution.  On  the  21  ft  of 
May,  a  conliderable  afTemblage  of  perfons,  preceded 
by  three  chariots,  filled  with  tri- coloured  cockades, 
parted  through  the  different  flreets,  finging  patriotic 
airs,  and  crying,  "  Down  with  the  nobles — down 
"  with  the  privileged  orders — liberty  for  ever  !'" 
Then  they  proceeded  to  the  Salle  des  Spectacles.  All 
the  carriages  which  were  in  the  avenues  were  broken 
in  pieces,  and  the  liveries  torn.  Several  perfons  have 
been  the  victims  of  this  terrible  commotion,  as  the 
courier  declares  that  he  faw  fixteen  heads  carried  in 
triumph  at  the  ends  of  pikes.  After  much  delibe 
ration,  the  Diredtory  fent  off  a  courier  to  General 
Bonaparte. 

Genoa  was  in  the  greateft  confufion  at  the  depar 
ture  of  a  courier  on  the  22d  of  May.  Armed  men, 
followed  by  a  furious  multitude,  had  delivered  them- 
felves  up  to  the  moft  horrible  exceffes.  Four  Sena 
tors  had  been  rnaffacred,  and  their  houfes  pillaged. 
The  Doge  had  fled.  The  refufal  of  the  little  coun 
cil  to  eftablifh  a  chamber  of  commerce,  was  the 
motive,  or  rather  the  vain  pretext,  of  the  infurrection, 
directed,  according  to  every  appearance,  againft  the 
very  form  of  the  prefent  government.  The  French 
Minifter,  Faypoult,  had  ilTued  a  proclamation,  for* 

bidding 
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bidding  the  French  to  take  any  part  in  the  diflurb- 


Fallen  Royalty. — It  grieves  me  to  fee  what  I  am 
now  about  to  lay  before  my  readers  ;  but  I  preferve 
this  difmal  picture  of  fallen  royalty,  in  the  hope  of 
one  day  or  other  being  able  to  prelent  its  contrail. 
France,  S///  June,  1797.  Rxtraft  from  the  Procefs 
Verbal  of  tlie  Directory. 

The  Directory,  accompanied  by  the  Minifters  and 
the  diplomatic  corps,  repaired  to  the  audience 
chamber. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  prefented  to  the 
Directory  Mr.  Drayer,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of  Denmark 
to  the  French  Republic,  who  {poke  the  following 
addrefs : 

Citizen  Prefidenty 

The  earrjeft  \vifh  and  defire  which  the  King  my 
mailer  has  ever  exprefTed  for  the  profperity  of  the 
French  nation,  mull  be  admitted  as  a  matter  of  great 
notoriety.  Facts,  repeated  and  uninterrupted  facts, 
have  proved  the  high  refpect  and  friendfhip  which 
his  Majefty  has  entertained  for  that  nation,  and  his 
iincere  wifti  and  difpoiition  to  live  with  it  in  perfect 
amity  and  good  understanding.  Where  facts  fpeak, 
profefiions  are  ufelefs.  The  deiire  of  the  King  to 
cultivate  and  draw  clofer  thofe  bonds  of  union,  whole 

*  The  impudence  and  duplicity  of  thefe  French  deftroyers,  are, 
if  poffibie,  fuperior  to  their  love  of  blood  and  plunder !  Will  any 
man,  that  is  one  degree  above  an  idiot,  believe  that  they  were  not 
at  the  bottom  of  this  infurrection  ?  No !  there  are  too  many  incon- 
teftable  facts  to  prove  not  only  this,  but  that  it  was  from  the  firft 
their  primary  object  to  diforgnnize  all  Europe,  or,  in  Briflbt's  em 
phatic  words,  "  to  fet  fire  to  its  four  corners/'  The  work  is  alfo 
begun  in  America,  and  our  ^Government  is  referved  only  for  a 
very  (liort  fpace,  to  fill  the  laft  fcene  of  this  infernal  French  drama; 
suid  nothing  can  lave  us  but  the  deftruction  of  the  hellifh  republic. 

duration 
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duration  and  folidity  are  founded  upon  the  reciprocal 
interefts  of  the  two  nations,  is  unalterable  :  the 
completion  and  accomplifhment  of  this  dtifire  is  the 
great  object  of  my  miflion.  His  Majefty  has  charged 
me  to  give  to  you.  Citizen  Directors,  the  moil  folemn. 
aflu ranee  of  thofe  friendly  fentiments  with  which  he 
is  animated  towards  the  French  Republic,  and  I  re 
joice  much  in  being  appointed  to  announce  them — 
my  happinefs  will  be  completed,  Citizens  Directors, 
if,  in  fulfilling  the  intentions  and  wifhes  of  the  King, 
I  can  alfo  obtain  your  confidence  and  eiteem. 

The  Prejident  replied — The  Directory  receives  with 
a  lively  fatisfaction,  the  afTurances  of  friendfhip  that 
his  Danifh  Majefty  has  manifefted  through  the  me 
dium  of  you,  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Miniflcr 
Plenipotentiary.  The  Government  of  the  French 
Republic  will  neglect  nothing  to  preferve  that  good 
underftanding  which  has  fo  long  fub lifted  between 
the  two  nations.  The  loyal  conduct  of  the  King 
of  Denmark  towards  the  French  Republic  during 
the  whole  revolution,  has  ferved  to  flrengthen  and 
draw  clofer  thofe  bonds  which  united  them.  The 
ardent  defire  which  the  Executive  Directory  has  to 
fee  a  folid  and  lading  peace  at  length  reunite  all  the 
powers  of  Europe,  may  be  conlidercd  as  a  new 
pledge  made  to  you  of  its  difpofition  towards  a 
power  who  has  never  ceafed  to  be  its  friend. 

The  Directory  doubts  not  but  the  perfonal  quali 
ties  which  have  gained  you  the  confidence  of  his 
DaniCh  Majefty,  will  not  fail  to  conciliate  the  efteem. 
and  affection  of  the  Government  to  which  you  are 
fent. 

M.  le  Cotnmandeur  de  Ruffb,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  King  of  Naples,  ivas  afterwards  prejented  to 
the  Directory,  andfaul, 

Citizens  Directors,  the  King  my  mafter  orders  me 
io  prefent  to  you,  along  with  my  credentials,  a  new 

VOL.  YJ>  D  i>  guarantee 
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guarantee  of  his  friendfhip.  Charged  with  cultiva 
ting  carefully  the  good  underfianding  and  fincere 
harmony  which  he  has  contracted  with  the  French 
Republic — the  interpreter  of  his  candour  and  of  his 
unalterable  fidelity — -I  come  to  confirm  to  you  the 
fatisfaction  he  experiences  in  feeing  this  fortunate 
union  open  for  both  nations  the  fources  of  happinefs; 
an  union  which  induftry,  and  every  reciprocal  inte- 
refl,  confpires  to  extend  and  to  cement  with  ardour, 
and  which  real  amity  is  about  to  confolidate  forever. 

With  real  pleafure,  the  King  my  matter  has  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  peace  and  good  underilanding  which 
are  re-eflablifhed  between  the  two  powers,  tend  to 
efface  the  remembrance  of  the  evils  which  they  had 
reciprocally  inflicted  on  themfelves  by  the  war,  and 
to  make  thofe  events  be  forgotten-,  which  at  the 
epoch  of  its  declaration  have  perhaps  been  viewed 
as  contrary  to  the  regard  which  his  Sicilian  Majefly 
has  always  entertained  for  France. 

The  confidence  with  which  the  King  has  honoured 
me,  and  my  earneftnefs  to  merit  yours,  fhall  be  the 
ible  and  only  object  of  my  cares,  my  actions,  and 
my  wifhes. 

The  Prefident  replied  this : 

Moniieur  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of 
Naples,  the  Executive  Directory  fees  with  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  you,  the  ftatefman  chofen  by  his  Sicilian 
Majetfy  to  reprefent  him  in  his  relations  with  the 
French  Republic.  Far  from  us  be  the  recollection 
of  any  circumfrances  which  might  tend  to  diminifh 
the  harmony  and  fincere  friendfhip  we  are  defirous 
of  perpetuating  between  the  two  nations.  His  Sici 
lian  Majefly  fhall  be  convinced,  that  the  French 
Republic  is  as  faithful  a  friend,  as  it  is  a  redoubtable 
enemy. 

As  to  you,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  the  fentiments 
which  you  have  manifefled  towards  the  Republic 

fecure 
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feciire  t6  you  the  efteem  of  its  Government,  as  they 
are  to  us  a  fure  guarantee  of  the  fidelity  of  your 
principles. 

The  Mini/I  er  for  Foreign  Affairs  next  prefented  Citi 
zen  Michci  Hi  *  Minijier  from  the  Republic  of  Geneva  to 
the  French  Republic,  who  exprejfed  himfelf  in  the  fol 
lowing  terms : 

Citizens  Directors,  the  AfTembly  of  the  fovereigtl 
people  of  Geneva  having  chofi  n  me  to  he  their  Am- 
baflador  to  the  French  Republic,  I  experience  a 
lively  feeling  of  the  honour  which  my  fellow-citizen* 
have  conferred  upon  me  by  this  mark  of  their  con 
fidence,  and  I  am  at  the  fame  time  penetrated  by 
the  full  eft  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  new  func 
tions  to  which  I  am  called.  To  procure  to  my 
country  the  friendfhip  and  the  fupport  of  France,  is 
to  consolidate  the  bails  of  its  independence,  its  pro- 
fperity,  and  its  happinefs.  The  French  people  will 
not  withdraw  the  generous  protection  with  which 
they  have  for  many  years  honoured  the  Republic  of 
Geneva,  if  the  moft  conflant  attachment  on  the  part 
of  their  ancient  ally  can  fuffice  to  fecure  its  continu 
ance. 

The  French  people  will  recollect,  that  in  the  pe 
riod  of  adverfity,  when  all  Europe  feerned  to  have, 
vowed  their  deftruction,  Geneva,  the  fmall,  the 
feeble  ftate  of  Geneva,  never  ceafed  to  remain  faith 
ful.  They  will  recollect,  that,  in  giving  proofs  of  its 
devotion,  Geneva  did  not  wait  until  the  victorious 
armies  of  the  Republic  had  furmounted  the  Alps  or 
the  Pyrennees,  or  paffed  the  Po  or  the  Rhine — Ge 
neva  teftified  its  attachment  to  France  long  before 
her  armies  had  arrived,  by  new  routes,  to  the  gates 
of  Rome  or  Vienna,  and  when  the  ilandards  fu Im 
pended  from  thefe  walls  did  not  yet  atteft  the  innu 
merable  triumphs  of  the  Republic. 

In  admiring  with  all  Europe  the  valour  of  your 
troops  and  the  talents  of  your  Generals,  the  vaft 

»  D  2  deligns 
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defigns  and  the  aflonifhmg  refources  of  your  Go* 
vernment,  Geneva  feels  with  enthufiafm,  the  joy 
which  France  experienced  in  feeing  this  terrible  war 
fo  gloriouily  terminated. 

There  is  ftill  another  kind  of  glory,  Citizen  Di 
rectors,  which  you  have  not  difdained  to  obtain. — 
The  fentiments  which  your  energy  has  excited  againft 
powerful  enemies,  have  inipired,  by  a  contrary  ef 
fect,  difpontions  of  good  will  towards  a  friendly 
people,  who  look  to  you  as  their  chief  fupport. — 
How  happy  fhall  I  be  if  I  can  tranfmit  to  my  fellow- 
citizens  new  pledges  of  the  affection  and  efteern 
upon  which  they  fet  fo  great  a  value,  and  if  you 
receive  favourably  the  teftimonies  of  their  gratitude, 
and  the  ardent  wilhes  they  this  day  offer,  through 
me,  for  the  fuccefs  of  your  labours,  and  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  French  Repub'ic ! 
The  Prefident  replied, 

Citizen  Minifter  of  the  Republic  of  Geneva,  the 
French  Republic,  a  .{tranger  to  calculations  of  every 
intereft  which  is  not  that  of  all  mankind,  meafures 
the  friendfhip  it  vows  to  its  allies,  only  by  the  fin- 
ccrity  of  their  affection.  Geneva  has  connected  her 
caufe  with  that  of  the  French  Republic  :  the  Execu 
tive  Directory  will  never  feparate  them. 

The  AiTembly  of  the  fovereign  people  of  Geneva 
\villlearn  then,  through  you,  Citizen  Minifter,  the 
difpofition  of  the  Directory  to  maintain  carefully  all 
the  relations  whirh  fhould  unite  the  two  republics. 
The  pledge  of  this  difpofition  is  to  be  found  in  the 
principles  by  which  they  are  animated.  Thcfe  ftan-r 
dards,  which  have  attracted  your  obfervation,  arc 
placed  here,  lefs  as  trophies  of  victory  than  to  de- 
monfirate,  at  the  moment  of  peace,  the  moderation 
by  which  the  French  Republic  is  proud  to  be  di 
rected. 

May  the  Republic  of  Geneva,  Citizen  Minifter, 

fecure  of  its  independence  from  without,  confolidate 
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p,  by  its  attach ment  to  the  conftitution  it  has 
formed,  the  bafis  of  its  liberty  and  its  happinefs  ! 
You,  Citizen  Michalli,  in  your  character  of  a  re 
publican,  ought  to  find  in  every  Frenchman  a 
brother. 

The  fame  Minifter  alfo  prefented  M.  Caborus, 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of  Spain 
to  the  congrcfs  which  is  to  be  held  in  execution 
of  the  preliminary  articles  of  p:nce  agreed  to  be 
tween  the  French  Republic  and  the  Emperor. 

The  Minifter  for   Foreign  Affairs  introduced  to 
the   Directory  Citizen  Verninac,  Envoy  Extraordi 
nary  .of  the  Ottoman  Porte,,  on  which  occaiion  he 
ipoke  to  the  following  effect ; 
Citizens  Directors, 

On  my  return  from  Conftantinople  in  consequence 
of  your  arret  of  the  jgth  Pluviofe,  which  terminat 
ing  my  million  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  complied 
with  my  requeft  to  vilit  France,  I  deliver  to  you  a 
.diploma  from  Sultan  Selim  111.  acknowledging  the 
letters  which  informed  him  of  my  recall.  I  likcwife 
prefent  a  difpatch  from  HufFein  Pacha,  Admiral 
of  the  empire,  accompanying  an  Ottoman  flag, 
which  I  undertook  to  lay  before  you  as  a  pledge 
of  his  fincere  affection  and  alliance.  From  the 
tranfmiflion  of  thefe  Turkifh  colours,  the  firft 
prefent  of  the  kind  that  fhovvcd  the  difpofition  of 
the  Turks,  and  from  the  fentiments  contained  in 
the  letters  which  I  bring,  you  will  be  convinced, 
Citizens  Directors,  that  the  people  on  the  ihores 
of  the  Bofpliorus  can  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
friendship  of  the  Republic,  and  that  her  glory  MS 
not  unknown  to  them.  You  arc  aware  perhaps 
of  their  intention  to  form  a  frill  clofer  connexion 
with  you,  and  to  pay  homage  to  the  fplendour 
of  the  nation  by  the  permanent  embafTy  which  the 
Sublime  Porte  has  rcfolvcd  to  eftablifh  in  Praih  e, 
#n4  which  is  09  the  eve  of  beginning  in  the  peribn 
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of  Ally  EfFendi,  who  has  already  reached  the  ter-^ 
ritories  of  the  Republic. 

Sent  as  I  was.  Citizens  Directors,  under  the 
moil  difcouraging  circumftances,  among  a  people 
feparated  from  us  by  a  great  extent  of  fea,  and  ftill 
more  Ib  by  their  manners,  character,  language, 
cuftoms,  and  government  ;  charged  with  political 
affairs  of  the  greater!:  importance,  the  proted^or  of 
many  and  valuable  eftablifnments  ;  I  have  often  felt  in 
the  courfe  of  my  embarTy  the  difficulty  of  the  duty 
I  had  to  fulfil ;  and,  coniidering  the  glory  and  the 
power  of  the  nation  whofe  organ  I  was,  I  muft: 
acknowledge  my  inability  to  rcprefent  it  fully  and 
adequately.  Your  in  ftr  actions  and  thofe  of  your 
predeceffois  in  the  Government,  fupported  me  in 
that  arduous  duty.  I  aicribe  the  fuccefs  that  has 
attended  my  miffion  to  the  wifdom  of  thofe  in  ft  ruc 
tions,  and  to  the  citizens  in  official  lituations  in 
the  loyal  Ottoman  Court ;  whofe  efforts  in  concert 
with  mine,  and  whofe  wife  and  dignified  conduct, 
coniribated  very  effentially  to  render  the  French 
name  and  the  Republic  refpected  by  that  nation. 

If  the  love  of  my  country  (the  fentiment  which 
occupies  the  firil  place  among  the  pafTions  that  in 
fluence  my  conduct)  become  more  fervent  in  my 
bofom  at  the  view  of  places  pregnant  with  prodigies, 
and  particularly  on  the  afpect  of  the  arid  and  con 
tracted  territory  of  Greece,  which  was  elevated  by 
this  amor  patri^e  to  rank  far  fuperior  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth ;  if,  I  fay,  this  fentiment  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  raife  me  to  the  height  of  your  expectation, 
I  fhall  not  deem  myfelf  unworthy  of  your  confi 
dence.  But,  however  unproductive  this  principle 
is  in  me,  I  fhall  confole  myfelf  with  the  reflection 
that  fuch  citizens  as  you  have  deigned  to  confide 
in  me,  and  that  my  good  intentions  will  fecure  to 
me  your  indulgence. 

The 
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The  Prelident's  reply  and  the  Pacha's  letter  al 
luded  to  above,  have  not  yet  come  to  hand  *. 

Brown. — Brown's  paper  of  lafl  evening  contains 
the  following  very  extraordinary  paragraph  to  cor- 
respondents. 

"  Original  communications  from  Civis  upon  any 
"  fubjedt  will  be  carefully  attended  to;  if,  with  the 
"  extenfive  circulation  of  our  paper,  we  cannot  com- 
fe  mand  a  preference  in  fome  inftances,  we  conceive 
"  ourfelves  juflifiable  in  referving  at  leaft  the  right 
"  offeleftiou.  We  have  already  refufed  to  publifh 
"  a  number  of  political  fpeculations  from  a  certain 
cc  link  of  fcurrility  and  mifreprefentation ;  and  we 
"  fhall  in  future  pay  no  attention  to  requefts  of  this 
"  nature.  When  the  literary  world  fhall  become 
"  fo  polluted  as  to  blaft  every  germ  of  truth  and 
"  virtue,  we  fhali  then  ranfack  the  volumes  of 
"  Billingfgate  for  amufement  and  inftrudion  ;  but 
"  Civis  may  reft  allured  that  \hcfource  to  which  he 
"  has  referred  us  will  be  our  lajl  refort" 

The  fource  to  which  brother  Brown  was  referred, 
muft,  I  prefume,  have  been  Mr.  Fenno's  paper; 
becaufe  the  communication  of  Civis  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  republifh,  and  which  will  be  found 
in  my  paper  of  this  day,  had  not  yeftcrday  ap 
peared  in  any  other  paper  than  Fenno's.  As,  how 
ever,  it  is  impoflible  that  the  communication  alluded 
to  might  be  cut  out  of  the  paper,  and  that  Brown 
might  think  it  was  from  mine,  it  is  alfo  poflible, 
and  indeed  very  probable,  that  his  charitable  in- 
iinuations  might  be  levelled  at  Porcupine's  Gazette. 
I  fhall  give  him  to-morrow  to  fay  plainly  to  whom 
thefe  inlinuations  were  intended  to  do  honour :  if 


*  Thus  thefe  fellows  are  drawing  the  bands  clofer  with  all 
the  kings  and  defpots  they  can  come  at.  I  wifti  to  heaven  they 
would  draw  them  fo  tight  as  to  choke  both  parties. 
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to  Mr.  Fenno,  I  fliall  leave  him  to  make  his  ac? 
knowledgments  ;  if  to  me,  I  truft  I  mall  not  be  want 
ing  either  in  politeneis  or  gratitude.  Silence  on  the 
part  of  Brown  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  declaration 
that  my  paper  was  the  object  of  his  favour. 

Orleans,  alias  Egalites,  at  Philadelphia. — The  fol 
lowing  extracts  are  taken  from  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Confpiracy  of  Philip  Duke  of  Orleans  :  "  A  little 
"  while  after  the  mafTacre  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  Sep- 
"  tember,  1792,  Orleans  mounted  the  tribune  of 
<c  the  Jacobin  Club,  wearing  the  bloody  cap  of 
"  liberty  in  (lead  of  his  ducal  coronet  There  he 
"  made  a  folemn  declaration  that  he  was  not  the 
"  fon  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans ;  that  his  grand- 
"  father  never  would  acknowledge  him  as  a  Bour- 
"  bon ;  that  his  mother  always  fcorned  the  conju- 
"  gal  ties,  and  that  he  was  the  fruit  of  an  adulte- 
"  rous  intercourfe  between  this  modern  Meflalina 
<c  and  one  of  the  Duke's  valets  decline,  or  jta$fe- 
"  men." 

Thus  did  this  abandoned  wretch  become  the  he 
rald  of  his  own  debafernent  and  his  mother's  profti- 
tution.  Demagogues  in  all  countries  and  in  all 
ages  have  been  bafe  and  fhamelefs  mifcreants ;  felf- 
degradation  has  always  been  the  road  to  favour  with 
the  mob ;  but  it  was  referved  for  the  "  enlightened 
66  eighteenth  century,"  and  the  infernal  French  revo 
lution,  to  produce  even  a  mobfo  completely  debafeq, 
as  induces  a  man,  in  order  to  preferve  his  favour  with 
them,  to  proclaim  iiimfelfVbaitard  and  his  mother 
a  whore. 

Circumftances  like  this,  ''of  which  thoufands 
could  be  produced,  characterize  the  French  revolu 
tion,  and  diiiinguifh  its  fpirit  and  tendency  from 
thofe  of  all  othet  revolutions  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  world.  The  French  revolution  has  been, 
compared  to  that  of  America ;  but,  was  there  ever 
£  time  when  an  American  leader,  to  gain  or  pre- 

fervc 
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lerve  popularity,  would  have  boafted  of  his  own 
baflardy  or  his  mother's  whoredom  ?  No  :  the  body 
of  the  people  here  were  at  times  feized  with  a  fort 
of  frenzy,  tfut  never  with  the  fpirjt  of  jacobinifm ; 
that  fpirit  which  pulls  down  all  that  is  great  and 
good,  and  exalts  all  that  is  vile  and  infamous ; 
that  fpirit  which  has  fixed  everlafting  difgrace  on 
France,  which  has  been  the  fcourge  of  Europe,  and 
•will  be  the  fcourge  of  America. 

"  The  wretch  had  before  committed  this  fhameful 
"  declaration  to  paper,  which  he  had  fent  to  the 
"  Commune  of  Paris,  requeuing  at  the  fame  time 
"  that  they  would  give  him  a  new  name  that  might 
((  ferve  as  a  proof  that  not  a  drop  of  the  blood  of 
"  the  Bourbons  flowed  in  his  veins. 

"  It  vyasin  confequence  of  this  application  that  the 
"  Commune  gave  him  the  burlefque  name  of  Egalitf 
"  which  he  gave  to  his  children,  and  of  which  his 
(C  eldeft  fon.  the  Duke  of  Chartres,  boafted  of  among 
"  the  foldiers ;  but,  after  he  emigrated  with  Du- 
"  mourier,  being  afked  by  the  Auflrian  officers 
?'  how  he  could  be  fo  bafe  of  foul  as  to  truck  the 
<c  name  of  his  princely  anceflors  for  the  fans-culotte 
"  appellation  of  Egalite?  he  anfwered,  /  only  did 
cc  /'/  to  wheedle  the  filly  Parifians.  He  was  egre- 
'6  gioufjy  miftaken.  The  Parifians  were  never  de- 
"  ceived  in  the  Duke  of  Chartres :  they  will  never 
"  content  to  fee  their  city  difgraced  by  his  return  to 
"  it.  They  juflly  think  that  the  wretch  who  can 
"  difown  his  name  and  family,  ought  in  his  turn 
"  to  be  difownedby  his  countrymen.'* 

This  man  has  taken  up  his  refidence  among  us. 
Whether  we  lha-11  condefcend  to  own  what  the  vile 
Parifians  think  would  difgrace  them,  or  whether 
any  American  Lady  will  think  the  blood  of  her  family 
improved  by  a  mixture  with  that  of  nftable -man,  are 
points  that  I  leave  others  to  determine  *. 

*  The  mifcreant  was,  at  the  time  this  was  written,  paying  his 
sddreffes  to  a  young  lady  of  Philadelphia, 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY,    ioth  AUGUST. 

Fox. — The  following  article  from  a  London  pa 
per  of  the  6th  of  June,  furniilies  us  with  a  remark 
able  inllance  of  diiintereftednefs  in  ^patriot. 

"  Yefterday  Mr.  Fox  attended  at  St.  James's  to 
prefent  three  or  four  petitions  from  the  county  of 
Antrim  in   Ireland,  and  fome  other  places,  for  the 
difmiflion  of   his   Majefty's   Minifrer.      After   the 
levee  Mr.  Fox  requeftcd  a  clofet  audience  with  the 
King,  as  a  member  of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council. 
The  refult  of  this  remarkable  interview  was  to  this 
effect  : — Mr.   Fox   began    with    a   moft   refpe&ful 
apology  to  his  Majefty  for  intruding  upon  his  pri 
vacy,  but  pleaded  the  extreme  danger  of  the  prefent 
fttuation  of  the  country  as  his  motives  and  apology. 
He  proceeded  to  fay  that  thefe  were  not  times  when 
Jperfonal  prejudices  or  perfonal  ambition  fhould  ope 
rate  in  any  man's  mind  to  fuperfede  the  difcharge 
of  a  juft  and  necefTary  duty  to  his  country  ;  and  that 
he  was  convinced  that  the  fervants  of  the    Crown 
xvho  had  led  the  country   into  the  prefent    ftate  of 
difficulty  and  alarm,  were  not  competent  to  conduct 
it   into  a   fituation  of  profperity,  or  even  of  fafety. 
He   implored   his   Majefty,  therefore,  to  take  other 
men  into  his  councils.     But  that  his  Majefty  might 
not  fufpect  that  he  was  influenced  by  motives  offer- 
fondl  consideration   in  the  advice  he  was  giving,  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  wave  any  fuppofed  preten- 
ilons  applying   to  himfelf,    and  to   be   an  uncon 
cerned  fpeclator,  or  even  a  fupporter  of  a  new  Ad- 
miniftration,  provided  he  favv  them  -acting  faithfully 
and  honefily  for  the  genuine  and  ultimate  interefls 
of  the   country.     His  Majefly  liilened    with   great 
attention   to  Mr.  Fox ;  but,   according  to    the  eti 
quette  ufually  obferved  on  fuch  occasions,  returned 
no,  anfwer  to  his  rrprefenlations.      Wre  cannot  difmifs 
this  article  without  giving  our  tribute  of  approbation 

to 
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to  the  difmlerefted  condudt  of  Mr.  Fox  in  this  re- 
fpedful  and  well-timed  appeal  to  the  judgment  and 
parental  feelings  of  his  fovereign  *." 

FRIDAY,   uth  AUGUST. 

Prie/lley's  tender  Feelings. — The  Doctor's  feelings 
are  very  unaccountable,  being  totally  difproportion- 
ate,  and  fometimes  quite  of  a  contrary  nature  to  their 
caufes.  He  tells  us  how  the  fudden  union  of  Mr. 
Burke  and  Lord  North  filled  him  with  horror.  (Lett, 
to  Mr.  Burke,  p.  6^.)  If  an  unlooked-for  coalition 
in  the  Miniflry  goes  to  court  to  manage  public  bufi- 
nefs,  he  is  troubled  with  the  horrors ;  but  he  can  hear 
of  captive  kings,  of  plots,  maflacres,  confifcations, 
and  facrilege,  and  find  all  thefe  things  not  only 
agreeable,  but  confident  with  celebrity  and  fefli- 
vity.  He  mocks  at  the  humanity  of  Mr.  Burke  for 
being  alarmed  and  difturbed  at  the  late  horrible  com 
motions  in  France.  This  worthy  gentleman,  blefTed 
with  the  tender  feelings  of  a  polilhed  mind,  and 
concerned  for  the  peace  of  the  Chriftian  world,  did 
look  with  abhorrence  on  the  confufion,  inhumanity, 
and  felony  of  the  French  revolution  ;  and  there  fores 
juftly  and  pathetically  exclaimed  againft  it  as  a 
moft  wicked  aud  cruel  tranfaclion.  At  all  this 
Dr.  Prieft ley  wonders  ;  and  fays,  You  are  alarmed ; — 
you  are  not  cool; — your  mind  is  heated,  &c.  &c. 
The  contraft  here  is  a  little  ftriking ;  the  one,  with 
the  heart  of  a  man  and  a  Chriftian,  feels  as  the  at- 


*  There's  for  you  !  Who  will  now  fay  that  a  battered  rake  and 
an  eleemofynary  patriot  cannot  be  a  man  of  pure  and  difmterefted 
motives  ?  When  the  King  confented  to  give  audience  to  Fox,  he 
fhould  have  armed  himfelr  with  the  fword  of  'Jujiice* 

f  He  forgot  that  his/r/^Wand  advocate  Fox,  who  had  pledged 
himfelf  to  impeach  Lord  North,  was  one  of  this  coalition. 

tendant 
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tendant  Chaplain  would  at  a  miferable  execution ; 
while  the  other  ftands  by  with  all  the  indifference 
of  the  hangman  ;  confidering  only  what  he  and  his 
party  may  get  by  it,  and  how  the  cataftrophe  may 
ferve  to  promote  his  own  political  ideas. 

The  power  of  kings  and  rulers  is  defigned  by 
Providence  as  a  terror  to  evil  doers ;  fo  the  Gofpel 
teaches :  and  a  terror  it  is,  which  feems  to  lie  very 
hard  upon  Dr.  Prieiiley  \  but  if  the  law  of  Provi 
dence  be  inverted,  and  the  terror  happen  to  fall 
backwards  upon  kings  and  rulers  themfelves,  then 
he  has  his  wilh.  He  rejoices  when  they  are  made  to 
tremble,  as  if  it  were  a  delicious  circumilance.  "  It 
is  time,"  fays  he,  "  that  they  who  have  made 
Others  tremble  (i.  e.  who  have  been  a  terror  to 
evil  doers)  fhould  in  turn  tremble  themfelves.  But 
let  fat  people  rejoice"  (Lett,  to  Mr.  Burke,  p.  40.) 
The  two  great  red-letter  feitivals  of  Dr.  Prteftley's 
year  (kalendared  with  blood)  are  the  3oth  of  Janu 
ary  and  the  i4th  of  July.  "  Let  all  tyrqnts  read 
the  hiftory  of  both,"  fays  he,  "  and  tremble"  We 
ihall  rarely  meet  with  any  infiance  of  a  flaming  ad- 
yocate  for  liberty  who  does  not,  through  all  the  dif- 
guife  of  his  fair  words,  difcover  the  fpirit  of  a  ty- 
•rant.  If  I  had  no  other  reafon  for  detefting  our 
Doctor's  politics,  this  .alone  would  be  fufhcient, 
that  they  deliver  us  over  to  an  unmerciful  mind, 
and  even  invert  the  paffions  natural  to  man  :  fo  that 
when  the  world  is  in  tears  we  are  preparing  for  a 
feafl  ;  like  vultures  when  they  fmell  Slaughter  at  a 
diflance :  and  in  the  funfhine  of  peaceable  times, 
like  Spenfer's  fiend  that  chews  a  toad,  we  weef, 
that  caufe  of  weeping  there  is  none. 

When  a  man  denies  his  own  conduct  to  thole 
who  are  witnefTes  of  it,  and  expects  to  be  believed, 
whatever  that  man  may  call  himfelf,  \ve  generally 
agree  to  call  him  impudent.  Has  not  our  Doctor 
for  many  years  pail  been  libelling  tlie  religion  and 

thf 
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the  clergy  of  the  church  of  England;  predicting 
ruin  to  the  government,  and  recommending  a  new 
one  after  the  model  of  France  ;  calling  our  religious 
eftablifhment  a  fungus,  a  Jloth,  a  glutton ;  and 
threatening  it  with  deftrudiive  explolion  from  the 
gunpowder  which  he  and  his  friends  have  been  con 
veying  under  the  fabric  ?  Yet  the  man  who  had 
faid  all  thefe  things,  and  many  more  (for  which  lee 
the  collection  in  the  Appendix),  tells  the  inhabitant* 
of  Birmingham,  they  had  uniform  experience  of  his 
feaceaUe  behaviour  for  eleven  years.  (See  Thoughts 
on  the  late  Riots  at  Birmingham,  p.  7.) 

His  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  difplays  a  degree  of  af- 
furance  rarely  to  be  met  with.  When  a  man  in  this 
country  writes  a  faucy  letter  to  a  Minifter  of  State, 
there  is  nothing  prodigious  in  the  cafe :  but  if  he 
does  this  in  defiance  of  all  decency,  and  puts  his 
name  to  it,  as  Dr.  Prieflley  did,  he  glories  in  his 
fhame ;  which  a  man  leldom  does  till  he  is  pad  the 
feeling  of  it.  Tell  him  his  creed  gives  him  a  near 
alliance  to  the  Turks ;  he  is  not  abafhed  at  it,  but 
coniiders  it  rather  as  a  favourable  circumflance  ; 
telling  us  how  the  Turks  are  in  a  fair  way  to  b.ecome 
Chriftians  becaule  they  are  Unitatians.  "  You  are 
miitaken,"  fays  he,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parkhurft, 
"  if  you  think  that  I  arn  afhamed  to  own  my  agree 
ment  with  the  Mahometans,  or  any  other  of  the 
human  race,  in  the  doftrine  of  the  divine  unity,  and 
to  worfhip  together  with  them  the  one  God  and  Father 
of  all,  the  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth."  (Letters, 
p.  185.)  Whether  it  be  the  Reverend  Mr.  Parkhurft 
then,  or  any  other  worthy  gentleman  who  fhall  fuf- 
pecl  that  the  Doctor  is  weak  enough  to  be  afhamed, 
he  has  reafon,  from  the  Doftor's  own  authority,  to  re«* 
ira<5t  his  fufpicions. 

SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY,   i2th  AUGUST. 

Monroe's  Conduff  at  Pans. — From  the  New- York 
Gazette. — MR.  PRINTER,  All  good  patriots  fhould  fe 
licitate  Citizen  Monroe  on  his  fafe  arrival  in  America, 
after  efcaping  the  dangers  to  which  he  was  expofed 
in  France,  from  having  been  an  advocate  for  the 
fyftem  of  terror,  and  an  admirer  of  its  fiend-like 
agents.  Every  perfon  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  people  of  France  refpeciing  the 
bloody  reign  of  Robefpierre,  rnufi  know  that  they 
think  their  national  character  tarnifhed  by  the  un 
heard-of  cruelties,  butcheries,  and  robberies,  which 
marked  that  deteftable  epoch  of  their  revolution.  It 
is  well  known  that,  though  Robefpierre  had  fallen, 
ftill  Robefpierrianifm  was  in  the  zenith  of  its  power 
— that  all  France  was  weltering  in  the  blood  of  her 
moft  virtuous  citizens  ;  that  women,  children,  and 
old  men,  were  the  indifcriminate  viclims  of  the  can 
nibals  tyrannizing  at  that  time  over  their  devoted 
country  ;  when  Citizen  Monroe  made  his  relpe^ful 
appearance  before  the  monfters,  whom  he  addrefTed 
in  language  of  the  moil  fulfomc  adulation  :  and  as  9. 
further  proof  of  his  affectionate  admiration  of  their 
conduct,  his  abject,  fanguinary  difpolition  led  him 
officioufly  to  make  ufe  of  his  virtuous  fellow-patriot 
Barney  to  unite  the  flags  of  America  and  France, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  the  evident  intereft  and  wifh 
of  the  people  and  government  of  this  country  to 
preferve  the  ftricteft  neutrality.  It  is  certain  that  the 
notoriety  of  fuch  a  criminal  act,  and  the  public  re 
joicings  of  many  of  our  patriots  on  the  fuccefles  of 
France,  confpired  to  caufe  many  more  condemn 
ations  of  American  veffels  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh, 
than  would  otherwife  have  taken  place.  The  treaty 
was  the  confequence  of  fuch  fpoliations,  which  treaty 
is  alfo  the  oJienfMe  caufe  of  French  depredations. 
So  that  Citizen  Monroe  may  be  considered  as  the 
4  principal 
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principal  inflrument  of  all  the  loffes  and  injuries 
which  have  befallen  this  inlulted  country,  as  well 
on  the  part  of  the  Britifh,  as  the  French*.  I  alk 
Citizen  Monroe  whether  he  has  felt  that  honeit,  pa 
triotic  indignation  againft  his  countrymen,  who  are 
privateering  out  of  France,  as  to  have  caufed  him  to 
denounce  them  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
as  degrading  our  national  character  hy  fuch  abomi 
nable  conducl  ?  No  ;  I  believe  Citizen  Monroe 
would  rather  give  them  an  invitation  to  dine  with 
him,  as  a  tacit  approval  of  their  conducl,  and  that 
our  Executive  is  indebted  to  our  worthy,  honeft,  and 
virtuous  fellow-citizen  Mr.  Pinckncy,  fo:  the  names 
of  feveral  who  were  engaged  in  this  vile  bufinefs.' 
It  is  a  well-known  fadt  that  Mr.  Monroerwas  on 
terms  of  the  ftricleft  intimacy  with  many  noted  pri- 
vateerfmen ;  and  may,  perhaps,  like  our  infamous 

C 1  at  Bourdeaux,  have  advifed  fome  of  thofe 

worthies  to  fit  out  veffels  as  privateers--}-.  Mr.  Mon 
roe's  houfe  in  Paris  was  the  rendezvous  for  almofl  the 
whole  piratical  gang,  and  the  bitter  enemies  of  the 
adminiftration  of  our  Government,  French  as  well 
as  Americans,  where  they  indulged  in  the  moft  vi 
rulent  inveclives  againft  ibme  of  the  moft  virtuous 
men  among  us,  which  often  took  place  before  many 
members  of  the  French  Government ;  one  of  whom, 
Mr.  Charles  Delacroix,  on  the  4th  July,  1794,  had 
the  effrontery,  even  before  Meffrs.  Monroe  and 
S — h,  to  give  as  a  toaft,  "  The  virtuous  Minority  in 
Congrefs,  who  rejedled  the  Britifh  treaty ;"  and  on 


*  Nay,  Mr.  HONESTUS,  this  is  not  quite  fo  ;  for  though  Mon 
roe's  uniting  the  flag  of  America  to  that  of  France,  was  not  or 
dered  by  his  Government,  the  aft  was  certainly  fanttioncd  by  that 
Government,  in  its  public  and  pompous  reception  of  a  French  flag, 
as  a  return  for  the  compliment. 

f  In  the  fuinmer  of  '96  Mr.  Fenwick  advifed  an  American 

fentleman  from  Philadelphia  to  fit  out  a  fchooner  as  a  privateer 
rom  France. 

the 
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the  fame  day,  before  the  above-mentioned  gentle 
men,  the  French  Directory,  and  many  other  Jacobin 
members  of  the  French  Government,  our  late  worthy 
Preiident  was  defignedly  left  out  among  the  fet  toafts ; 
upon  feeing  which,  an  American  gentleman  preient 
begged  leave  of  Mr.  S — h,  who  preiided,  to  be  per 
mitted  to  give  a  volunteer  toaft,  which  was  "  George 
Wafhington,  Preiident  of  the  United  States  ;"  upon 
which,  a  hilling  began  among  fome  patriotic  Ame 
ricans  concerned  in  privateering  againft  their  defence- 
lefs  countrymen  !  Why  did  Mr.  Monroe  lower  the 
dignity  of  a  great  and  free  people,  by  permitting  a 
paper  approving  of  his  conduct  in  France  (drawn 
up  firft  by  Tom  Paine,  but  afterwards  altered),  to  be 
carried  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris  la  ft  winter,  to 
get  iigned  by  Americans,  many  of  whom  had  the 
weaknefs  and  wickednefs  to  do  it  ?  but  as  many  as 
were  not  runaway  debtors,  nor  pirates,  abfolutely 
refufed  ligning  it.  Mr.  Monroe,  I  am  of  opinion, 
will  find  a  great  many  names  among  the  fignerst 
who  have  been  denounced  by  h;smore  virtuous  fuc- 
ceflbr,  Mr.  Pinckney,  as  a  difgrace  to  the  American 
character. 

After  all  this,  Mr.  Monroe  has  lately  had  the  ef 
frontery  to  demand  the  reaibns  of  his  recall.  Such 
perfons  as  are  not  difpofed  to  condemn  him  on  the 
foregoing  charges,  I  will  refer  to  Barras's  anfwer  to 
him  on  prefenting  his  letters  of  recall,  to  fee  whether 
Barras  does  not  think  Mr.  Monroe  more  attached  to 
the  interefts  of  France  than  thofe  of  America ;  when 
he  tells  him,  "  he  is  forry  that  he  is  going  away ;  he 
parts  with  their  regret ;  his  recall  offers  a  flrange 
fpeclacleto  Europe  ;  he  alone  knew  the  true  interelis 
of  his  country."  How  different  this  from  the  treat 
ment  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  who  was  infulted,  abufed, 
watched  as  a  confpirator  !  What  does  all  this  imply, 
but  that  Mr.  Monroe  did  not  make  the  proper  repre- 
fentations  to  frevent,  but  tacitly  or  fecretly  jujtifed 

the 
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the  depredations  committed  on  our  commerce  by  our 
dearly  beloved  allies  ?  which  they  knew  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney  would  remonftrate  again  ft  ;  to  prevent  which 
they  turned  him  out  of  the  Republic,  while  the  Di 
rectory  could  not  part  with  their  man  Monroe,  without 
the  greateft  regret,  and  giving  vent  to  their  chagrin, 
by  vilifying  our  Government  for  recalling  him. 

HONESTUS. 


To  Mr.  Andrew  Brown,  Publijher  of  the  Philadelphia 

Gazette. 

SIR, 

When  a  child  has  foiled  its  garments,  or  fpilled 
its  mefs,  the  good  mother,  previous  to  chaftifement, 
never  fails  to  exclaim,  "There  now  !  fee  what  you. 
have  done !"  In  obfervance  of  this  ancient  ^and  ex 
cellent  cuftom,  it  is  that  I  now  call  on  you  to  con 
template  your  lafl  Tuefday's  mifchief. 

"  Original  communications  from  Civis,  upon  any 
fubjeet,  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  If,  with 
the  extenfi-ve  circulation  of  our  paper  >  we  cannot 
"  command  a  preference  in  fome  inftances,  we  con- 
"  ceive  ourfelves  juftifiable  in  referving  at  leaft  the 
*'  right  of fe/effion.  We  have  already  refufed  to 
*c  publifh  a  number  of  political  fpeculations  from  a 
"  certain  fink  of  fcurrility  and  mifreprefmtation,  and 
"  we  fhall  in  future  pay  no  attention  to  requefts  of 
"  this  nature.  When  the  literary  world  fhall  become 
"  fo  polluted  as  to  blaft  every  germ  of  truth  and  vir- 
"  tue,  we  fhall  then  ranfack  the  volumes  of  Billingf- 
"  gate  for  amufernent  and  inftrudiion ;  but  Civis 
"  may  reft  affured,  that  the  fource  to  which  he  has 
<c  referred  us  will  be  our  laft  refort." 

There  now!  fee  what  you  have  done!     It  is  not 
worth  my  while  to  ftop  to  prove  that  Civis  did  not 
refer  you  to  my  Gazette.    That  the  infinuations  con 
tained  in  the  paragraph  were  intended  for  me,  is 
VOL.  vi.  fi  &  certain, 
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certain,  from  your  having  allied  a  perfon,  how  lie 
liked  your  "  firft  Iroadjide  at  Peter  Porcupine,"  and 
therefore  without  further  ceremony,  I  lhall  proceed 
to  addrefs  to  you  fuch  remarks  on  this  your  "  fir  ft 
broadfide,"  as  to  me  fecm  juli  and  proper. 

To  turn  critic  on  the  labours  of  your  pen,  is  what 
I  ill  all  never  think  of,  while  I  can  find  more  intereft- 
ing  matter  wrapped  round  Daffy's  elixir  and  Ander- 
fon's  pills  ;  but  1  cannot  help  obferving  that  your 
paragraph,  which  it  appears  was  your  coup  $effai9 
combines  all  the  rcquifites  in  a  production  of  its  kind. 
It  abounds  in  puff,  in  cant,  and  nonfenfe  ;  but  above 
all,  it  poflefiTes,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  mod 
neceffary  of  all  qualities,  ambiguity.  A  newlmoriger's 
paragraphs  fhould  always  be  like  the  iigns  of  the 
free-mafons  :  none  but  a  brother  fhould  be  able  to 
comprehend  their  meaning;  and,  if  your  progrefs  in 
"the  occult  fcience  be  equal  to  your  beginning,  I  do 
not  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that,  at  no  very  diflant 
period,  you  will  be  the  grand-mafter  of  the  hack 
neyed,  trimming,  time-ferving  fraternity. 

After  having  laid  this  much  by  way  of  preface,  I 
come  to  the  fuhjecT matter  of  your  paragraph.  You 
refufc  to  publifh.  the  communication  of  Civis  upon 
two  grounds  ;  ift,  Becaufe  the  e&ienfi've  circulation  of 
your  paper  giving  yon  a  right  to  command  a  preference, 
you,  atleaft,  infill  on  that  of  fehftion,  or,  more  cor- 
reclly  fpeaking,  rejection  ;  2d,  Becaufe  you  are  re- 
quefled  to  copy  from  my  paper,  which  you  are  pleafed 
to  call  a  "  certain  link  of  fcurrility  and  miliep  relent- 
"ation,"  and  which  you  are  rcfolve'd  not  to  have  rc- 
courfe  to  for  infiuuclion  or  amufement,  //'//  tJie  lite 
rary  world  fhall  become  fo  polluted  as  to  II aft  every 
genn  c-f  truth  and  virtue.  This  is  precious  nonlcnie, 
lobe  lure ;  but  fuch  as  it  is,  we  mall  take  it,  and 
make  the  belt  of  it. 

Boafiing  of  the  cxtenfrce  circulation  of  jour  paper  is 
no  more  than  a  puff;  no  more  than  the  exercife,  of 

a"  right 
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a  right  which  has  defcended  to  you  from  your  modcfl 
progenitor  ;  but  to  inlift  that  the  circumftance  of 
your  paper  having  an  extenfive  circulation  ;  to  infill 
that  this  circumftance  alone  authorizes  you  to  de  > 
inand  a  preference^  to  rejccS  whatever  is  not  feiu  to 
your  paper  firlt,  or  whatever  does  not  exactly  fquare 
with  your  opinions,  is  a  trait  of  prefurnption,  of 
rudenefs,  and  of  infolence,  that  I  (hould  hardly  have 
expected,  even  from  a  beggar  on  horfeback.  Many 
itrangc  fcenes  llrike  the  eye  in  this  topfy-turvy  age  ; 
but  I  do  not  recollect  having  beheld  one  fo  completely 
unnatural,  fo  offenfive  to  reafon  and  decency,  as  you 
fitting  in  judgment  over  the  writings  of  Civ  is.  Ma 
rat  condemning  his  Sovereign  to  death,  has.  it  is 
true,  fomething  more  fhocking  in  it ;  but  the  differ 
ence  between  this  infamous  wretch  and  the  defcend- 
ant  of  Henry  IV.  was  not  half  fo  great  as  the  differ 
ence  between  your  underilanding  and  that  of  Civis; 
Not  fix  months  ago,  when  your  lahnts  were  put  out 
to  hire  by  the  week,  and  confequently  employed  to 
the  befl  advantage,  they  were  found  to  confift,  not 
in  criticifmg  on  the  matter  for  a  Gazette,  or  even  in 
ranging  the  bits  of  lead,  but  in  &  judicious  $n&  learned 
application  of  the  lamp-black  and  oil.  In  fhorf,  a 
very  few  months  have  feen  you  transformed  from  a 
printer's  devil  to  a  critic,  a  judge  in  literature,  morals, 
and  politics ;  and  all  this  in  virtue  of  what  ? — The 
extenjive  circulation  of  your  paper  ! 

Which  paper  has  moft  fubfcribers,  or  which  has 
lead,  is  what  certainly  ought  never  to  become  a  fub- 
jecl  of  public  difpute  between  the  proprietors  ;  but  as 
a  fuperiority  of  numbers  is  the  balls  of  your  exorbit 
ant  pretentious,  your  impudence  in  boaftiug  of  that 
fuperiority  defcrves  to  be  expofed. 

When  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  fell  into  your 
hands,  it  had  upwards  of  nineteen  hundred  fubfcri 
bers ;  this  nineteen  is  now  reduced  to  about  fifteen 
hundred.  Porcupine's  Gazette,  though  you  %le  it  a 

E  E  2  fink 
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link  of  fcurrility  and  mifreprefentation,  lias  at  this 
time  between  five  and  t-iventy  andyfo  and  twenty  hun 
dred:  fo  that  until  you,  or  fome  of  your  fans  cu- 
lotte  friends  can  introduce  and  eftablifh  a  retrograde 
arithmetic,  by  which  fifteen  will  become  greater  than 
five  and  twenty,  you  will  have  the  complaifance,  good 
Mr.  Devil,  to  lay  afide  your  pretenfions  to  "  com 
mand  a  preference"  in  virtue  of  u  theextenjive  circula 
tion  of  your  paper" 

We  now  come  to  your  fecond  objection  to  publifh- 
ing  the  communication  of  Civ  is :  viz.  becaufe  you 
\vere  (as  you  thought)  referred  to  my  Gazette,  from 
which  it  would  be  a  difhonour  for  you  to  copy. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  inquire  into  the  origin 
and  progrefs  of  our  two  papers.  The  puffs  and  tricks 
that  were  played  off  to  irnpoie  the  paper,  which  is 
now  yours,  on  the  public,  are  frefh  in  the  memory  of 
almoft  every  inhabitant  of  the  city  ;  and  it  at  laft  got 
into  circulation  by  mere  accident,  by  the  means  of  a 
dreadful  public  calamity.  It  owed  its  fuccets  to  what 
has  -filled  the  city  with  orphans  and  widows.  The 
defperate  circumftances  of  the  proprietor  made  him 
look  upon  bread  as  more  valuable  than  life ;  he 
therefore  remained  and  fattened  upon  the  contagion. 
His  virtue,  whatever  you  may  have  to  boail  of,  was 
110  more  than  that  of  a  vulture.  Did  my  paper  owe 
its  eftablifhment  to  any  fuch  caufes  ?  Did  any  one 
ever  fee  me,  or  anyone  for  me,  begging  fubfcriptions 
from  door  to  door  ?  No  ;  fo  far  from  fuch  mean  men 
dicant  manoeuvres,  I  never  afked,  even  in  my  own 
ihop,  for  a  fubfcription  to  my  paper  :  as  to  profiting 
from  the  misfortunes  of  others,  fo  refolved  was  I  to 
avoid  an  imputation  of  this  kind,  that  when  the  aw 
ful  event  took  place,  which  called  you  from  the  hell 
of  ink  to  the  throne  of  criticifm,  I  abfolutely  refuted 
(though  importuned  to  do  it)  to  avail  myfelf  of  the 
advantage  which  it  offered,  by  anticipating  the  time 
which  I  had  fixed  on  for  commejicing.  I  left  this 

opportunity 
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opportunity  to  be  embraced  by  your  generous  friends 
and  countrymen,  the  O'Careys. 

Both  our  papers  were  eilablifhed  by  men  formerly 
in  the  Britifh  fervice  ;  but  one  quilted  that  fervicc  by 
defertion,  and  the  other  with  an  honourable  dit- 
charge.  This  very  wide  difference  at  once  accounts 
for  the  difference  in  the  politics  of  our  papers,  as  far 
as  relates  to  our  native  country  and  its  Government. 
Every  thing  rancorous  and  falfe  was  to  be  expected 
from  a  man  who  had  difcharged  in  the  face  of  his 
comrades  the  ammunition  he  had  received  to  fire  at 
the  enemy;  while  from  one  who  had  never  injured 
his  country,  who  was  left  to  the  guidance  of  nature 
and  gratitude,  an  attachment  to  it,  joy  at  its  profpe- 
rity,and  forrow  at  its  misfortunes,  were  as  naturally  to 
be  looked  for.  And,  whatever  may  be  your  opi 
nion,  and  however  loudly  certain  runaways  may 
boajl  of  their  treachery,  be  affured  that  every  man 
whofe  efteem  is  worth  having,  will  beftovv  it  on 
him  whofe  conduct  bears  the  marks  of  fidelity. 

With  refpect  to  the  manner  in  which  your  paper 
has  been  conducted  as  affecting  the  politics  of  this 
country,  it  exhibits  as  perfect  a  picture  of  a  trimmer 
as  ever  prefented  itfclf  to  the  eye.  It  crawled  into 
notice  as  the  champion  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  accordingly  took  the  title  of  "  THE  FEDERAL 
GAZETTE  ;"  but  the  moment  that  Government  be 
gan  to  be  attacked  by  the  French  faction,  and  that 
faction  became  numerous,  it  threw  off  this  title  for 
the  equivocal  one  it  at  prcfent  bears  ;  and  this  mate 
rial  change  had  no  better  apology  than  that  the  fe 
deral  Government  no  longer  flood  m  need  of  its  fup- 
fort ! 

Neither  this  reproach,  nor  that  merited  by  the  mil 
lions  of  injurious  falfehoods  it  gave  circulation  to 
during  the  years  1793,  4,  5,  and  6,  would  apply  to 
you,  had  you  not  trod  in  the  path  of  your  predecef- 
fojr ;  but  this  you  have  constantly  done  :  there  is  not 
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4*2  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

a  trick,  an  inftance  of  underhand  partiality  for  which 
he  was  fo  famous,  that  you  have  not  imitated  as  far 
as  the  ^change  in  the  public  opinion  would  permit 
you  to  go.  Openly  to  throw  off  the  maik,  and 
efpoufe  the  caufe  that  you  or  your  prompters  have  at 
heart,  you  dare  not.  Detection  has  purfued  the 
whole  clan  of  time  ferving  editors  :  you  have  re- 
luclantly  retreated  to  your  den  of  Jham  impartiality, 
from  whence,  like  the  peep-o'-day  hoys  in  Ireland, 
you  now  and  then  fally  on  your  unfufpecl: ing  prey. 

One  thing  before  I  difmifs  you  I  beg  you  to  re 
member,  and  that  is,  that  an  affe&ed  look,  a  filk- 
coat,  and  a  powdered  head,  do  not  make  a  gentle 
man  ;  and  that  he  whole  drefs  and  manners  proclaim 
the.  variation  in  his  circumftances,  is  fit  for  nothing 
but  a  iycophant  or  a  ierving-man. 
I  am,  &c.  &,c. 

WM.  COBBETT. 


MONDAY,  14th  AUGUST. 

Venice. — In  every  country  where  the  Carmagnoles 
have  carried  their  arms,  they  feem  to  have  ftudied 
how  they  could  moft  infult  and  difhonour  human 
nature.  After  a  whole  people  has  been  plundered 
and  degraded  from  their  former  rank  among  the  na 
tions,  and  their  government  has  been  annihilated 
root  and  branch,  their  atrocious  enemy  has  forced 
the  miferable  victims  to  declare,  that  the  revolution 
was  their  own  a6t,  or  done  with  their  concurrence. 
After  nobility  has  been  funk  to  a  level  with  the  vileil 
canaille,  and  the  wealthy  have  been  plundered  of 
their  latl  dollar,  they  have  not  been  permitted  even 
to  fnffer  in  iilence,  but  have  been  obliged  to  difown 
their  wrongs,  and  to  publifh  fome  falfehood  in 
praife  of  their  deltroyers. 

Of  this  fpecies  of  debafement  and  impoilure  there 
has  been  a  lignal  inftance  in  the  late  diffblution  of 

the 
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the  republic  of  Venice.  Two  Venetian  traitors,  Nt- 
ch'Ja  Cornela  and  Sulvator  Marconi,  the  one  a  French- 
made  Prefident,  and  the  other  a  Secretary  of  the 
fame  ftamp,  have  had  the  impudence  to  publifh  a 
manifefto,  that  evidently  was  dictated  if  not  written 
by  Bonaparte  or  one  of  his  Secretaries  ;  in  which 
they  declare  that  the  motive  of  their  enemy  in 
dj/organizingi  robbing,  and  partitioning  their  country 
was  not  for  the  fake  of  conqueft  or  plunder,  but 
merely  "  to  inc.reafe  the  power  and  prosperity  of  the  Ve 
netian  people"  Was  there  ever  a  greater  infult  to 
common  fenfe  ?  Would  any  man  write  in  this  man 
ner,  who  had  not  been  previoufly  jacobinized  out  of 
every  particle  of  love  of  country  ?  No  ; — it  is  the 
ityle  of  a  traitor,  who  was  paid  for  what  he  pub- 
lifhed,  and  who  would  publifh  any  thing  he  was 
commanded. 

But  thefe  proftitute  Venetians  have  gone  flill  far 
ther  to  infult  their  degraded  country,  and  the  com 
mon  fenfe  of  mankind.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Venetian  nobility  were  the  proudeft  of  all  people  of 
their  titles  and  privileges  ;  but  thefe  impollors  have 
told  the  world,  "  That  it  was  \\\ejincere  and  lajl  wi/h 
of  the  Patricians  of  Venice  to  make  a  voluntary  offer 
of  all  their  ancient  titles  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a  reprefentative  go 
vernment,  and  to  affume  the  more  facred  name  of 
citizens"  Of  citizen  ! — of  a  name  which  the  French 
have  rendered  fynonymous  with  robber  and  aifaffin, 
and  which  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  vocabula 
ries  of  all  civilized  nations.  Will  any  man  believe 
that  the  defcendants  of  thofe  heroes  who  had  been 
the  fcourge  of  Turkey  and  the  bulwark  of  Europe 
for  two  centuries,  who  had  oppofcd  the  united  force 
of  Aufiria,  the  Pope,  and  France,  in  arms,  would  be 
willing  to  exchange  their  ancient  honours,  grown 
venerable  by  the  hoar  of  time,  for  a  term  the  moft 
expreffive  of  infamy,  that  modern  language  contains  ! 

E  E  4  No  ! 
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No  !—  Hard  neceffity  might  oblige  them  to  fnbmit  to 
beflripped  of  their  power,  and  pillaged  of  their  mo 
ney  and  jewels  ;  but  nothing  I  am  fure,  no,  not  even 
Robefpierre  and  the  guillotine,  would  ever  force  the 
Patricians  of  Venice  to  aflume  the  difgraceful  appel 
lation.  Yet  thefe  Frenchmen  have  come  forward 
with  this  barefaced  forgery,  and  attempt  to  palm  it 
on  the  world  as  an  act  of  the  Grand  Council  and 
nobili(y  of  Venice.  Not  content  with  plunging  them 
from  the  pinnacle  of  opulence  and  grandeur  into  an 
abyfs  of  wretchednefs,  by  this  inflrument  they  have 
made  them  proclaim  their  own  humiliation,  and,  ftill 
worfe,  to  aggravate  it  with  the  guilt  of  a  He. 

Deftruftion  of  the  Irijh  Prefs  called  the  Northern 
Star.  —  The  following  account  of  the  deftruclion  of 
this  infamous  prefs  is  taken  from  a  Belfafl  paper 
brought  by  the  lafl  arrival  at  New-York. 

"  Belfafi)  12<J  May,  1797. 

Cf  GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 

"  Without  making  any  apology  for  the  prefent  ap- 
"  pearance  of  our  paper,  we  ftate  impartially  to  our 
"  numerous  readers  the  particulars  of  the  moft  daring 
"  and  flagrant  outrage,  burglary,  and  felony,  that 
<f  has  been  committed  here  within  the  memory  of 
se  the  oldeit  citizens. 

"  On  Thurfday  evening  lad,  an  advertifement 
"  was  given  in  for  publication  to  one  of  our  boys,  by 
"  fome  fergeants  of  the  Monaghan  militia,  who  de- 
"  fired  the  expenfes  to  be  charged  to  Colonel 
"  Leflie. 

66  On  examination  it  was  found  to  contain  in 
"  words  printed  in  irnall  capitals,  a  graft  calumny  and 
"  libel  on  the  town  of  Eclfaji  —  a  place,  we  arc  proud 
to  fay,  the  moft  orderly  and  peaceable  of  any  other 
of  its  dimenlions  in  the  kingdom,  which  our  ma- 
giflrates  can  amply  tciiify,  and  where  the  laws 

4<  have 
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have  hitherto  been  executed  with  eafe  and  fafety 
by  the  civil  powers, 

"  One  of  the  frrgeants  was  waited  on,  and  told 
that  the  advertifement  would  be  willingly  inferf  d, 
*'  if  the  objectionable  words  could  be  left  out.  The 
fergeant  replied,  that  he  could  not  fay  whether 
they  would  or  would  not  be  taken  out.,  but  fup- 
pofed  they  would  not. 

"  There  the  matter  relied  till  the  evening  of  Fri- 
day,  when  the  Star  was  publifhed  without  the  ad- 
vertifement,  upon  which  a  party  of  the  fergeants 
and  corporals  came  to  the  office,  and,  with  dread- 
ful  imprecations,  threatened  every  perfon  belong- 
ing  to  the  place,  and  fwore  they  would  pull  down 
or  burn  the  office,  if  their  advertifement  fhould 
not  be  in  the  next  publication  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  on  Sunday,  about  12  o'clock,  it  was 
thought  necefTary  to  apply  to  the  civil  power,  and 
accordingly  a  magiflrate  was  waited  on,  who  ad- 
vifed  application  to  the  fovereign  ;  he  was  imme- 
diately  fought  for,  but  could  not  be  found  :  in 
the  interim,  a  party  of  the  above  militia,  moftly 
recruits,  lately  arrived  at  the  regiment,  headed  by 
fome  fergeants,  in  all  about  fifty,  rufhed  into  the 
<c  office,  and  being  armed  with  hatchets,  bars  of 
"  iron,  bludgeons,  fwords,  bayonets,  &c.  they  pro- 
"  ceeded  to  deftroy  every  thing  that  lay  in  their 
"  way  ;  they  demolifhed  .the  windows,  fcatteredx 
"  about  flamped  paper,  and  threw  it  into  the  ftreets, 
"  cut  down  the  counters,  broke  open  the  defks,  took 
"  and  deftroyed  about  ioc/.  of  cafh,  in  gold  and 
"  bank  notes,  cut  up  and  tore  the  books  of  the  ac- 
"  counts,  beat  and  abufed  the  men  and  boys  in  the 
"  office,  before  Colonel  Leflie,  who  had  been  ap- 
"  plied  to,  could  flop  them  !  !  !  —  Where  wer^the 
<c.laws  and  the  magiftrates  ?  We  could  get  the  aid 
*<  of  none  of  them!" 

Remarks. 


if 
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Remarks. — Thus,  at  Belfafi,.  as  at  Birmingham 
and  at  Paris,  has  the  holy  right  of  infurredlion  re 
coiled  on  its  inventors  and  iupporters.  What  can  be 
more  ridiculous  than  to  hear  the  editor  of  that  abo 
minable  paper,  whole  fble  occupation  for  years  has 
been  to  vilify  his  Sovereign,  and  all  thole  who  act  in 
authority  under  him  ;  who  has  exhaufted  every  re- 
fource  of  art  and  impudence  to  ilir  up  the  ignorant 
to  mob  and  to  rebel:  what  can  be  more  ridiculous 
than  to  hear  this  atrocious  villain,  when  his  princi 
ples  begin  to  operate  againft  himfelf,  crying,  "  God 
Jii-ve  the  King,"  and  calling  on  the  niagiftrates  for  pro- 
teflion  ? 

"  Where/'  exclaims  the  baffled  infurgent,  "  where 
c<  were  the  laws  and  the  magistrates  ?  IVe  could  get 
"  the  aid  of  none  of  them  !" — No  :  you  have  long 
traduced,  blafphemed,  and  endeavoured  to  deftroy, 
thole  la|/s  and  thofe  magiftrates.  You  fcorned  and 
let  them  at  defiance ;  and  now  they  laugh  at  you 
when  your  fear  cometh.  "  He  who  lives  by  the 
"  fvvord  fhall  periih  by  the  fvvord  ;"  and  it  is  full  as 
jufr,  that  he  who  lives  by  infurredftion  fhould  perifh. 
by  infurreclion. 

How  often  has  this  evil  Star,  which,  in  place  of 
light,  dropped  darknefs  and  peitilence ;  how  often 
has.it  told  the  mob,  that  they  are  the  fovereign,that 
all  power  belongs  to  them,  that  the  foil,  and  the 
houfes,  and  the  trees,  and  the  plants,  and  the  herb 
age  are  theirs,  and  that  they  have  a  right  to  fet  up 
and  pull  down  at  their  pleafure  ?  And  does  the  de- 
-magogue  editor  now,  becaufe  it  has  pleated  the 
many-headed  ibvereign  to  pull  him  down;  does  he 
now  dare  to  queiiionthis  right  ?  Has  he  now  the  im 
pudence  to  teafe  him  with  his  whys  and  his  where 
fores  ;  and,  above  all,  can  he  be  fo  completely  de 
void  of  fpirit  and  of  fhame,  as  to  appeal  from  the 
deciiion  of  this  mild  and  "  onlv  legitimate  j over eign" 

to 
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to  the  laws  and  magistrates  of  "  tyranny  and  ufurpa- 

•  e\i)  * 

twn  S 

Let  not  the  advocates  of  fedition  pretend  that,  be- 
caufe  the  deuroying  mob  was  compofed  of  fo.(. 
it  was  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  portion  of  the  fo- 
vereigh  people.  Such  a  plea  is  inadm'iflible  from 
the  editor  of  the  Northern  Star,  who  has  a  thoufand 
times  called  upon  the  foldiery  to  forget  their  engage 
ments  to  the  King ;  to  recoiled!  they  were  it  ill  Inih- 
men,  \\\c  friends  and  the  brothers  of  thofe  wljo  were 
united  in  the  blefled  work  of  reform  :  that  their  .rights 
were  the  fame,  and  that  thofe  "  rights  were  not  to  be 
fc  alienated  by  an  oath,  impofed  on  them  by  kidnap- 
"  pers  and  trading  juftices."  How,  then,  does  he 
now  find  the  impudence  to  make  a  diftinction  be 
tween  the  military  and  the  reft  of  the  people  ? 

I  hate,  inoft  fi  nee  rely  I  hate  a  mob,  whatever  be 
its  object  :  its  fhout  is  as  difagreeable  to  my  ears,  as 
the  howl  of  famiihed  wolves  to  thofe  of  the  benight 
ed  traveller  :  but,  if  mobs  muft  be,  and  they  inufl 
commit  violence,  it  is  certainly  to  be  wiflied  that 
that  violence  may  ever,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
fall  on  the  head  of  thofe,  whofe  turbulent  and  difor- 
ganizing  publications  give  rife  to  fuch  dilgraceful  ai- 
femblages  *. 

Remarkable 


*  Such  were  my  reflections  at  the  time  when  the  complaint  of 
the  editor  of  the  Northern  Star  firfl  reached  America.  I  admitted  the 
correclnefs  of  his  ftatement,  becaufe  I  was  in  pofTeffion  or"  no  fails 
to  invalidate  it,  and  attributed  the  definition  of  his  prefs  folelv  to 
the  natural  operation  of  thofe  principles  and  precepts  which  it  has 
promulgated.  But,  fince  that  time,  a  faithful  relation  of  the  whole 
affair  has  fallen  into  my  hands,  which  very  interefting  relation  I 
fhall  now  give,  in  the  words  of.  that  fpirited  writer,  Dotlor 
Duigenan.  See  AnJ<wer  to  Grattan,  page  9 1 . 

"  Another  of  your  grievances,  is,  the  fupprcfllon  of  a  free  prefs, 
£t  ly  military  force.  Here  you  practife  your  ufual  malice  and  de- 
"  ceit :  you  do  not  expreflly  allege,  that  fuch  fuppreffion  of  a  tree 
"  prefs,  by  military  force,  wa  by  order  of  the  Government ;  yet 

»*  you 
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Remarkable  Prophecy,  by  Noah  Webfter>jun.  Efq. — 
All  the  meaiures  taken  in  Italy  to  check  the  progrefs 

*   of 


**  you  evidently  infinuate  it,  and  wifli  it  fliould  be  fo  underftood  ; 
"  for  you  inlert  it  in  the  lift  of  grievances,  which  you  impute  to 
"  Government;  thus  indirectly  charging  Government  with  m- 
*'  vading  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  The  tranfaction  to  which  you 
"  allude  i.c,  the  deftrudtion  or  a  prefs  and  types  of  a  printing- 
"  houfe  in  Bel  raft,  in  which  was  printed  the  Northern  Star.,  the 
"  moft  flagitious  paper  that  ever  was  publifhed  in  any  civilized 
14  and  Chrijlian  country,  to  uie  your  own  words,  or  in  any  country 
"  vvhatioever,  where  any  form  of  regular  government  was  pre- 
"  ierved  :  the  circumftances  I  fhall  briefly  detail. 

u  It  was  difcovered,  that  feveral  private  men  in  the  militia  re- 
*'  giment  of  the  county  of  Monaghan,  quartered  in  Belfaft,  a  town. 
*4  notorious  for  difaffection  and  fedition,  had  been  induced  to  be- 
44  come  members  of  the  infamous  focietyof  United  Irifhmen,  and 
*'  had  taken  the  oath  adminiftered  to  all  the  members  of  that  de- 
*•'  teftable  gang  of  traitors  ;  many  of  them  were  immediately  ar- 
"  relied  and  tried  by  courts-martial,  four  of  tkem  were  condemn* 
"  ed  to  be  fliot,  and  others  of  them  to  various  fpecies  of  military 
*c  punifhment.  The  four  wretches  condemned  to  death,  when 
"  kneeling  on  their  coffins,  prepared  for  the  fatal  bullets,  declaiv 
"  ed  in  the  mod  Iblemn  manner,  that  they  had  been  feduced  from 
**  their  allegiance,  and  into  the  meafures  that  had  brought  them  to 
44  their  then  deplorable  fituation,  principally  by  reading  the  trea- 
"  fonable  publications  in  the  Northern  Star ;  and  earneftly  exhort- 
**  ed  their  fellow-folders  never  to  read  that  flagitious  paper.  This 
**  pathetic  dying  exhortation,  and  the  view  of  the  bleeding  car- 
44  cafes  of  thefe  unhappy  victims  to  treafon,  made  fuch  an  impref- 
'*  iion  on  the  private  foldiers  of  the  regiment,  that,  upon  their  re- 
**  turn  to  their  quarters,  they  unanimonily  adopted  a  declaratioa 
<4  of  their  iincere  repentance,  and  their  determinations  of  loyalty 
*£  for  the  future,  in  which  they,  with  great  juftice,  afcribed  the 
"  feduftion  of  their  unfortunate  comrades,  and  many  of  them- 
u  felves,  to  the  wicked  and  treafonable  artifices  of  the  inhabitants 
"  of  Belfaft. 

"  This  declaration  one  of  the  fergeants  and  a  few  of  the  privates 
**  carried  to  the  two  newfpapers  printed  in  that  town.  By  one  of 
"  the  papers  (the  Belfaft  News-Lettei )  it  was  publifhed  :  by  the 
"  other  (the  Northern  Star)  it  was  rejected  with  expreflions  of 
"  contempt  and  inlult,  though  the  poor  men  offered  to  pay  for  the 
<4  infertion  of  it,  at  any  rate  of  advertifing  that  the  printer  fhould 
*'*  demand.  This  conduct  in  the  printer  of  the  paper,  to  which 
"  rise  regiment  fo  juftly  attributed  the  misfortune  of  their  compa- 
f '  nioiis,  fo  inzenied  the  private  foldiers,  that  fome  of  them  on 

«'  the 
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of  jacolnnlfm^  or  rather  of  republicanifm,  will  have  but 
a  temporary  effect.  The  principles  which  the 
French  armies  have  fpread  in  Italy,  aided  by  30,000 
French  troops,  which  are  to  remain  there,  will,  in  a 
few  years,  revolutionize  all  that  country.  The  Pope 
*will  lofe  his  mitre,  and  the  King  of  Naples  his  throne. 
AMEN  *. 

L    New- York,  Auguft  12, 
Anno  Domini  1797. 


TUESDAY,   i5lh  AUGUST. 
To  Philip  Patio,  Efq. 

DEAREST  DON, 

Want  of  time  rather  than  want  of  inclination  has 
eaufed  a  chafrn  in  our  correfpondencc.  I  felt  to 
much  pleafure  from  the  dear  little  billet-doux  that  I 

received 


14  the  following  night  flole  from  their  quarters,  broke  into  the 
"  printing-houfe,  and  demolifhed  the  prefs  and  types. 

'*  Now,  Sir,"  adds  the  author,  *' have  you  any  proof  what- 
4*  ever,  -or  any  reafon  for  forming  even  a  probable  conjecture, 
**  that  the  above  violence  was  commanded,  or  even  countenanced 
«*  in  any  manner  by  the  Government  ?  If  fo,  what  are  your  proofs 
*<  and  reafons  ? — This  pretended  grievance,  like  the  others,  is  the 
"  creature  of  your  own  malice,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

So  much  for  the  Northern  Star.  That  infamous  paper  is  now 
no  more  ;  but  I  thought  it  right  to  infert  thus  much  respecting  it, 
that  I  might  at  a  future  day  have  the  pleafure  to  reflect,  that  I\vas 
amongft  thofe  who  fincerely  and  heartily  execrated  one  of  the  moft 
nefarious  publications  that  the  world  ever  faw. 

*  That  the  predictions  of  this  malignant,  bitter,  black-hearted 
Prelbyterian  may  prove  falfe  every  good  man  muft  wifli.  What 
intereft  can  this  mifcreant  have  in  the  fall  of  the  Pope  and  of  the 
King  of  Naples  ?  The  wretch  pretends  to  deteft  the  French,  and 
to  defire  them  and  their  principles  to  be  kept  far  from  America  ; 
why  then  does  the  contemptible,  the  vapid  foothfayer,  fend  them 
to  devastate  other  countries  ? — NtB,  It  will  not  be  aroifs  to  remem- 
2  ber, 
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received  from  you,  that  1  at  once  formed  the  grateful 
rrfblut'o  i  of  plying  you  with  letters  as  long  as  it 
aid  pleafe  God  to  keep  you  above  ground  ;  hut 
the  hell  <j  refolutions  are  liable  to  be  broken,  and  I 
am  lure  my  dear  Fatio  will  excufe  the  breaking  of 
mine,  becanle  his  own  heart  mil  ft  tell  him,  that  it 
could  not  be 'owing  to  want  of  refpecl  or  affec 
tion. 

I  have,  my  dear  fellow,  juft  received  difpatches 
from  Quebec,  containing  part  of  the  .trial  of  poor 
"M?  hearty  whom  the  cruel  Canadians  have  put  to 
death.  They  put  a  rope  round  his  pretty  neck,  it 
feems,  on  the  26th  of  July,  and  fo  he  died  ;  but  pre 
vious  to  this  ceremony  he  was,  as  I  was  faying,  tried 
by  what  we  call  a  judge  and  jury,  and  from  this  trial 

I  fend  you  the  following  extract,  as  1  am  certain  it 
mult  give  both  you  and  Don  Yrujo  a  great  deal  of 
pleafure. 

"  John  Black,  Efq. — Was  at  home  when  Frichette 
*•  came  to  his  houle,  and  offered  fome  oak  timber  for 
"  fale  ;  but  after  a  little  time  delire'd  to  fpeak  with 
*c  him  in  private.  When  alone,  Frichette,  after  fome 
*c  introductory  converfation,  a  iked  him  if  he  was  the 
<c  Mr.  Black  who  had  been  imprifoned  by  Govern - 
<c  ment  in  1794.  The  witnefs  faid  he  was.  Can  you  be 

II  depended  upon  ?  faid  Frichette,  fignificantly.  The 
<£  witnefs  anfwered  in  the  affirmative;   upon  which 
tc  Frichette  told  him  that  he  was  fent  by  a  French 
"  General,  then  in  the  woods  near  Wolf  s  Cove,  to 
*<  fay  that  he  wifhed  to  fee  him,  and  that  he  would 
"  conducl  the  witnefs  to  him  ;  the  witnefs  thought 
"  he  ought  to  go  to  difcover  who  this  French  Gene- 
"  ral  wasa  and  what  were  his  plans,  and  accordingly 

"  contented; 


ber,  that  Noah  looks-' upon  the  canfe  of  the  French  to  be  that  of 
repubiicavifm*  What  an  infernal  thing  mull  republicanifm  then 
be ! 
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6C  confented  :  he  was  concluded  by  Frichette  to  the 
•"  wood  near  Wolfs  Cove,  where  he  found  the  pri- 
•**  Toner,  He  apologized  for  the  liberty  he  had.taken 
"  in  fending  for  him,  and  after  obferving  that  the 
"  wifnefs  had  probably  learnt  fomething  of  his 
"views  from  Frichette,  told  him,  'that  he  was  forty 
*c  to  fee  a  great  people  groaning  under  the  tyranny  of 
"  England,'  and  added,  i  My  objeft  is  to  put  out  the 
"  Briti/h  Government  from  the  continent  of  America* 
*'  The  witnefs  aiked,  By  what  means  ?  Upon  which 
<f  the  pri  loner  entered  fully  into  a  plan  of  exciting  the 
*c  Canadians  to  take  arms  againit  the  Government : 
<c  he  propofed  firil  to  engage  a  few  men  of  infiu- 
",ence,  and  by  their  means  to  provide  others,  that 
ct  thefe  ihould  be  joined  by  many  others,  already  en- 
"  gaged  in  the  United  States  of  America ,  who  would 
"'enter  the  province  previous  to  a  certain  day  to  be 
"  appointed,  under  various  pretences.  Apart  of  the 
66  arms  to  be  pikes  headed  with  iron,  of  eight  feet  in 
"  length.  He  thought,  he  laid,  that  the  garrifon  of 
"  Quebec  might  be  furprifecl,  and  that  meafures 
"  might  be  adopted  for  diftributing  liquors  mixt  with 
"  laudanum,  to  the  troops  ;  he  fa  id  he  wifhcd  not  to 
**  take  a  life,  if  poilible  to  avoid  it ; e  But  at  the  fame 
"  time,'  faid  he,  e  for  the  fake  of  pofterity,  all  who 
"  rejift  mujl  fall.'  The  prifoner  then  told  him,  that 
"  he  left  Mr.  Adet  on  the  ieventh  of  April,  and  that 
"  he  was  going  to  France  immediately,  to  procure 
"  the  number  of  French  troops  neceifary  to  co-ope- 
"  rate  in  the  intended  revolution — 4  The  Sfanijh  Mi- 
<c  nifler  at  Philadelphia  is  al/o  concerned  with  us,'  faid 
*c  the  prifoner, '  but  Adet  is  the  man  of  bufinefs;  the 
'  *  Spaniard  is  a  fop . ' ' 

Now,  my  dear  friend,  I  fhall  leave  you  and  "  the 

<c  Knight  of  the  diftinguifhed  order"  to  chew  this  over. 

It  mufl  be  a  cud  as  iweet  to  you  as  bloffomccl  clover 

to  a  half- liar vcd  cow.     "  Laudanum  to   the  troops! 

4  All 
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All  who  "  reffimufifalir  Well  enough  Don  Carlos 
might  turnup  his  nofe  at  ErltlJJi  humanity. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  you  till  I  get  the  remain* 
der  of  (the  trial,  and  am, 

Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

P.  PORCUPINE, 
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